ANNUAL  REPORTS 


Of  the  Town  Officers  and 
Financial  Statement  of  the 
Town  of  Southbridge 


For  the  year  ending 
December  31, 
1917 


FRANK  J.  WALSH,  Printer 

SOUTHBRIDGE,  MASS. 


Town  Officers  for  1917-18 


TREASURER 
Herbert  E.  Wells 


CLERK 
William  W,  Buckley 


SELECTMEN 

Pitt  H.  Herbert  Wilfrid  J.  Lamoiireux  Alex.  L.  Desaiilniers 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 
Eugene  Matte  Oscar  Gatineau  Philibert  E.  Quevillioii 


ASSESSORS 

W.  H.  McGilpin   Term  expires  1918 

Antoine  Farland   Term  expires  1919 

Phillias  X.  Casavaut   Term  expires  1920 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

J.  A.  Caron   Term  expires  1918 

Jos.  E,  Donais,  M.  D                                   .      .  ,     Term  expires  1919 

Wm.  S.  Conway.  M.  D   Term  expires  1920 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR 
Aimee  Langevin 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Joseph  G.  E.  Page                                         .      .  Tenn  expires  1918 

Albert  B.  Wells   Term  expires  1918 

P.  H.  Hebert   Term  expires  1911) 

Herman  S.  Cheney   Term  expires  1919 

Ferdinand  A.  Wald         .   Term  expires  1920 

George  L.  Tally   Term  expires  1920 


TRUSTEES  OF  JACOB  EDWARDS  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
George  Grant  John  M.  Cochran 

Fred  E.  Corbin  Francis  L.  Chapin 

Louis  0.  Rieutord  John  E.  Paige 

For  the  Town  For  the  Fund 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

Morris  H.  Marcy  ■  Term  expires  1917 

Geo.  H.  Hart  well  Jr   Term  expires  1917 

Clarence  F.  Morse     ........  Term  expires  1918 

JohnE.  Seagrave   Term  expires  1918 

M.  D.  Morrill   Term  expires  1919 

Wardwell  M.  Edwards   Term  expires  1919 


CONSTABLES 

Pierre  Caplette  Andrew  M.  Higgins  Patrick  Donnelly 


TAX  COLLECTOR 
Eugene  E.  Gabree 


PLANNING  BOARD 

Henry  C.  Cady 
Wm.  H.  Campbell 
Felix  Gatineau 
Herbert  E.  Wells 


George  Grant 
Jos.  E.  O'Shaughnessy 
Louis  0.  Rieutord 
Myron  B.  Clemence 


TOWN  OFFICERS 
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SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 


Joseph  A.  A  Hard 
George  H.  Dumas 
Hormisdas  U.  Bail 


Term  expires  1918 
Term  expires  1919 
Term  expires  1920 


SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS 


TREE  WARDEN 
Pierre  Benoit 


Appointive  Officers 


TOWN  COUNSEL  / 
W.  W.  Buckley 


PENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
P'red  E.  Corbin 


CARE  OF  TOWN  CLOCK 
George  T.  Armes 


POUND  KEEPER  y 
Joseph  Pay  ant 


KEEPER  OF  LOCKUP 


JANITOR  OF  TOWN  HALL  BUILDING 
■?*4©pre  Caplette 


Edward  Leclair 
Ephrem  Chieoine  - 
Louis  Dupuis 


Term  expires  1918 
Term  expires  1919 
Term  expires  1920 


Napoleon  Giroux 


-  Assistant,  Joseph  D.  Proulx 


TOWN.  ACCOUNTANT 
Joseph  Lafleche,  2nd 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


CATTLE  INSPECTOR 
Will.  T.  Pugh,  V.  S. 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Felix  Gatineau 


REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS 
S.  I).  Perry  v  Moses  Gagnon  J.  J.  O'Shaughnessy 

Wm.  W.  Buckley,  Clerk 


FIRE  ENGINEERS 
Joseph  E.  Duchesneau,  Chief  \ 
Louis  Lamothe  /  John  J.  Hogan 


George  W.  Laughnane  v  J.  Willard  Claflin 

Thomas  Heffernan,  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 


FIRE  WARDENS 


Aimee  Langevin 
Louis  Poiitbriand 
Alfred  Giroux 
Frank  Brissette 
George  Clemence 
Alex.  Ij^Het^^ 


John  S.  Hefner 
Thomas  Troy 
Geo.  H.  Chaffin 
Jules  Theriault 
Louis  Meunier 
Prosper  Proulx 
George  Hebert 
H.  S.  Freeman  *" 
Duiinild  Iliayluji 
Felix  Gatineau 


POLICE  OFFICERS 


Miss  Margaret  Butler  «^ 
Raymond  A.  Rice 


W.  J.  Wadleigh  ' 
Chas.  Blackmer  ■ 
John  Keenan  ' 
Adelard  Bouchard 
Jos.  Payant 


Origene  Lacasse  K 
Jules  Blain  y 
Joseph  Payant  • 
Thomas  Nichols 
Joseph  D.  Proulx 
Joseph  Roy 
Napoleon  Boiteau 
J.  H.  Montigny  ^ 
Fostinio  Denterie  '-^ 
Patrick  H.  Monahan 
Warren  Wells  ^ 
Eugene  Matte  I 

<-6aifiiP6vii^aaih 


TOWN  OFFICERS 
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PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 


Frank  E.  Randall 
E.  C.  Ellis 
Mederic  Duhamel 
Alfred  McKinstry 
Thomas  Hughea 
Clarence  Morse 
Dennis  Lasgevin 
Ward  well  M.  Edwards 
E.  I.  Knowles 
Albert  R.  Webster 
E.  D.  Buell 
George  Bertrand 
Dona  Vary 
Joseph  Laroche 
Oi'I^J^UU-IklbUlUJuu- 
Henry  Marie 


^      FENCE  VIEWERS 


^Arsene  Girard    C\^^  George  H.  Clemence 


John  Bombardier 
John  Grenier 
Adolphe  St.  Pierre 
Geo.  E.  Morse 
C.  Russell  Morse 
Herbert  E.  Carpenter 
John  St.  Martin  ' 
A.  D.  Cornell 
Leon  Harwood 
Ainiee  Langevin 
George  A.  Clemence 
Elliott  Clemence 
A.  M.  Badger 
Felix  Lamothe 
-  So  vorft-J^liooeur  , 
Chas.  Christenson 


C.  M.  Morse  J) 


R.  T.  Reed 
Albert  McGrath 
J.  Frank  Morrissey 
Frank  0.  Lynch  / 


FIELD  gMIVERS 


ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 
Miss  Margaret  Butler 


As.  W.  Buckley 
/  H.  P.  Colburn 
I    Felix  Bouvier 
y  D.  P.  Bemheim, 


MEASURERS  OF  WOOD  AND  BARK 


E.  C.  Ellis  V. 
A.  D.  Cornell  »    *  . 
Mederic  Duhamel 
James  R.  Harris  ^ 
H.  H.  Clemence  v 


Thomas  Hughes  ' 
Everett  M.  Morse  ^ 
George  H.  Clemence 
George  Simpson  ^ 
A.  J.  Harwood  ^ 


MEASURER  OF  LEATHER 
Felix  Gatineau  y 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


Andrew  M.  Higgins 
Oliver  Paul,  Jr. 
Pierre  Cormier 
Alpherie  Duplessis 
^Ulric  Braiilt  J 


UNIFORM  POLICE  FORCE 
Napoleon  Giroux,  Chief 


SOLDIERS'  BURIAL  OFFICER 
George  W.  Corej' 


Joseph  Paquin 
Patrick  Donnelley 
Daniel  Blute 
Honore  St.  Martin  / 
Eusebe  Laliberte  'SxA^ 


\ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

TOWN  TREASURER 


HEEBERT  E.  WELLS,  in  account  with  the  Town 

of  Southbridge,  Jan.  1,  1917,  to  Jan.  1,  1918. 
Balance  January  1,  1917,      $54,166  91 
Receipts,  1917,  484,446  01 

  $538,612  92 

Disbursements,  1917,  510,378  94 


Balance  on  hand,  Dec.  31, 1917,  $28,233  98 
Unexpended  balance, 

New  High  School,       $200  00 
Town  of  South- 
bridge,  28,033  98 

  $28,233  98 
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Book  No. 

6682 
30460 
24902 
17744 

3481 
22841 

9849 
40500 
32073 
44746 

153048 

1498 
8465 
3791 
11619 
47299 

55266 
54964 

79028 


Cemetery  Fund 

Name  Amount 

Amherst  Savings  Bank,  $1,000  00 
Athol  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Dedham  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Gardner  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Leicester  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Leominster  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Millbury  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Xorth  Adams  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Xatick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
^Northampton  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings, 1,000  00 
Springfield  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings, 1,000  00 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Southbridge  Savings  Bank,  1,381  68 
Ware  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  1,504  25 
Worcester    Mechanics  Savings 

Bank,  1,000  00 

Worcester  Peoples  Savings  Bank,  1,000  00 
Worcester  Five   Cents  Savings 

Bank,  1,000  00 
Worcester  County  Institution  for 

Savings,  1,000  00 
5  $1000  Second  Liberty  Loan  4s, 

i919,  5^000  00 


Total, 


$24,885  93 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  TREASURER 
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my:\^ott  fund,  libraey 

Name  Amount 

Southbridge  Savings  Bank,  $1,003  28 


Book  No. 

9529 


Book  No. 

16257 
34032 
44901 
51856 
25862 
4443 
39639 
29970 

550502 
21209 
42082 
21481 

130170 

73989 

50139 
181879 


SINKING  FUND 

Name 

Amherst  Savings  Bank, 
Clinton  Savings  Bank, 
Dedkani  Institution  for  Savings, 
Fitchburg  Savings  Bank, 
Leominster  Savings  Bank, 
Leicester  Savings  Bank, 
Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
Sulfolk,  Boston,  Savings  Bank, 
Southbridge  Savings  Bank, 
Ware  Savings  Bank, 
Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings 
Bank, 

Worcester    Mechanics  Savings 
Bank, 

Worcester  Peoples  Savings  Bank, 
Worcester  County  Institution  for 
Savings, 


Amount 

$941  58 

1,009  28 
811  80 
856  92 

1,195  04 
836  02 
694  41 
970  10 
998  06 

2,087  43 
828  02 

1,033  52 

861  46 

795  64 
1,049  62 

735  08 


$15,703  98 


16  $1,000  City  of  Augusta  Water 

^onds,  16^000  00 


Total  Sinking  Fund,      $31,703  98 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  TREASURER 


NOTES 

Notes  Outstanding  December  31,  1917 


Notes  to  be 
paid  in 
1918 


00 

00 
00 
00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 

00 
00 

00 

00 
00 


3,750  00 


28,750  00 


34,000  00 


()2,750  00 


Denominated 


Mill  &  River  St. 

Bridge, 
Hamilton  St.  Paving 
Sewers — Filter  Beds, 
Hamilton  St.  Im- 

provememt, 
Hamilton  St.  Paving 
Soldiers'  Monument, 
Auto  Fire  Truck, 
Cliff  St.  Sewer, 
New  High  School  Lot 
New  High  School  Lot 
Main  St.  Paving, 
Dresser  St.  School  Lot 
Macadam  Roads 
River  St.  School  Lot 
Mechanic  St.  Side- 
walk 
Public— Park 
Block  &  Macadam 

Pavement 
Cement  Bridge  & 

Pavement 
River  Road 
New  High  School 


When 
Made 


1908 
1908 
1908 

1911 
1911 
1913 
1913 
1913 
1913 
1913 
1913 
1915 
1915 
1915 

1915 
1915 

1916 

1916 
1916 
1916 


Amount  of 
Loan 


$  1,400 
11.000 
28,500 

23,000 
8,000 

10,000 
6,000 
5,500 

12,500 
5,500 

21,800 
7,000 

23,000 
3,000 

2,550 
3.000 


10.100  00 


9,000 
5,000 
7,000 


Balance 
Outstanding 
Dec.  31,  1917 


$  6,000  00 

3,000  00 
15,000  00 


,200  00 
,000  00 
,000  00 
,000  00 
,500  00 
,250  00 
,300  00 
,000  00 
,000  00 
,200  00 
,400  00 


850  00 
1,000  00 

7,000  00 

8,100  00 
4,000  00 
6,500  00 


Amount  Inside  Debt  Limit 


Sewer  Bonds  due  1930 
Sewer  Bonds  due  1929 
New  High  School 


1899 
1900 
1916 


20,000  00 
30,000  00 
75,000  00 


20.000  00 

30,000  00 
71,250  00 


Amount  Outside  of  Debt  Limit 

Total  Funded  Debt, 

Less  Sinking  Fund  Security, 

Net  Funded  Debt, 

Anticipation  Revenue  Loan  1917, 


34,000  00 


Total  Outstanding  Notes,  |264,550  00 


109,300  00 


121,250  00 


230,550  00 
31.703  98 


198,846  02 


HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  Treasurer 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  TREASURER 
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SEWERS 

Balance  Uncollected  Dec.  31,  1916,  $3,380  83 


Year 
Ass'mt. 

For  Collection 

Outstanding 
Dec.  31,  1916 

Amount 
Collected 

Balances 
Outstanding 
Dec.  31, 1917 

1913 

Charlton  St. 

1      46  87 

46  87 

1913 

Oakes  Ave. 

25  51 

25  51 

1914 

South  St. 

143  30 

143  30 

1915 

Cliff  St. 

454  18 

454  18 

1915 

Clark  St. 

268  69 

171  69 

97  00 

1915 

West  Main  St. 

111  82 

111  82 

1915 

Curtis  St. 

37  98 

37  98 

1915 

Henry  St. 

58  26 

58  26 

1915 

South  St. 

266  77 

266  77 

1915 

Eastford  Road 

108  85 

61  16 

47  69 

1915 

Hartwel)  St. 

143  59 

143  59 

1915 

Charlton  St. 

204  13 

204  13 

1915 

Water  St. 

210  11 

210  11 

1915 

Snow  St. 

146  33 

146  33 

1915 

Moon  St. 

120  24 

120  24 

iyio 

Fairlawn  Ave. 

1916 

Chestnut  Ave. 

880  99 

780  43 

7.18 

93  38 

New 

Dec.  1917 

Nev/  Commitment 
Dec.  18,  1917. 

17,145  28 

Dresser  St. 
Orchard  St. 
Saylee  St. 
Glover  St. 

2,600  25 
719  08 
721  58 

2,397  50 

High  St. 

706  87 

3,380  83 

3,110  07 

80  38 

Balance  Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917,      -----      $7,335  66 


HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  Treasurer. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


General  Revenue 


Taxes 

Current  year,  $160,536  64 

Previous  year,  22,433  78 
From  State : 

Corporation  Tax,  11,094  22 

Street  Eailway,  1,144  83 

National  Bank,  391  93 

Income  Tax,  7,539  25 

Total  Taxes,  $203,140  65 

Licenses  and  Permits 

Liquor  and  Druggist,  $16,129  00 

Junk,  135  00 

Peddlers,  240  00 
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Pool  and  Billiards,  87  00 

Milk,  14  50 
Common    A^ictualer,  Fruit 

and  Innholders,  104  00 

Circus,  25  00 

Theatre,  35  00 

Jitney,  12  00 

All  other,  12  50 

Total  Licenses,    $16,794  00 

Fines  and  Forfeits 
Court,  $614  00 

Grants  and  Gifts 

County : 

Dog  Licenses,  $601  02 

Soldiers'  Exemption  from 

State^                             79  26 
Total  Grants  and  Gifts,    $680  28 


Commercial  Revenve 


Special  Assessments 

Unapportioned  Sewer,  $3,202  60 
Apportioned  Sewer,  190  06 

Oiling  Assessment,  1,599  50 

Sidewalks,  1,177  53 

Total  Assessments,   :   $6,169  69 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
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Excise  Tax, 


Privileges 


General  Revenue 

Treasurer,  $400^ 
Tovm  Hall  Kent,                      305  20 
Total  General  Kevenue,  


$1,668  93 


$309  20 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

Police  Department 

Rent  from  other  Towns,  $50  00 

Total  Police  Department,    $50  00 

Fire  Department 

Sale  of  Old  Material,  $55  00 

Town  of  Dudley,  aid,  35  00 

Town  of  Sturbridge,  aid,  50  00 

Town  of  Charlton,  aid,  50  00 

Rent  (Woman's  Club)  40  00 

Total  Fire  Department,    $230  00 

Inspection 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  $139  29 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Contagious  Diseases,  $45  28 

Tuberculosis,  239  29 
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Town  of  Cohasset,                      32  86 
Total  Health  and  Sanita- 
tion,  $317  43 

Highivays 

Mechanic  St.  Paving,  $1,474  72 

Dndlev  Elver  Eoad,  from 

State,  2,272  56 

All  other,  75 

Total  Highway,    $3,748  03 

Charities 

Almshouse : 

Sale  of  Produce,  $580  10 
Outside  Eelief : 

Individuals,  32  50 

Cities  and  Towns,  432  39 

State,  467  40 
Mothers'  Aid : 

From  State,                     '  813  20 
Total  Charities,    $2,325  59 

Soldiers^  Benefits 

State  Aid,                          $1^071  00 
Military  Aid,                           222  00 
Total  Soldiers'  Benefits,   —      $1,293  00 

Schools 

Tuition  State  Wara^,,  $25  50 
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Other  Tuition,  745  50 

Sale  of  Books  and  Supplies,  39  32 

All  Other,  2  57 

Total  Schools,  —   $812  89 

Library 

Fines,  etc.,  $181  23 

Cemetery 

Sale  of  Lots  and  Graves,  $705  00 

Care  of  Graves,  25  00 

Opening  Graves,  66  00 

Total  Cemetery,   $796  00 

Interest 

Deposits,  $1,863  94 

Taxes,  767  50 

Committed  Sewer  Assessment 

Interest,  40  50 

Trust  Funds : 

Sinking  Fund,  640  00 

Mary  Mynott  Fund,  76  83 

Perpetual  Care  Fund,  808  77 
Total  Interest,    $4,197  54 

DeU 

Temporary  Loans,  $200,000  00 

Agency 

State  and  Non-Eesident  Bank 

Tax,  $23,187  70 

Tax  Collected  for  County,        9,267  00 
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rep(5rt  of  town  accountant 


Liquor  Licenses  1/4  for  state,  5,376  00 
Auditing  Municipal  Accounts,     277  28 


Total  Agency,    $38,107  98 

Trust  Funds 

Cemetery  Peri3etual  Care  Fund,  $2,415  00 

Tailing,  7  81 


Refunds  and  Transfers 

Eef  unds : 

Departmental,  $447  47 

Transfers : 

Sidewalk  Assessments 
'  from  Sidewalk  Kepairs 
from  Bridges,                   19  00 
Total  Kefunds  and  Trans- 
fers, _   47 

«   —  

Total  Eeceipts  and  Transfers,  $484,465  01 

Cash  Balance  Jan.  1,  1917,  54,166  91 

$538,631  92 


Payments 


General  Government 

Legislative  : 
Moderator, 


$10  00 
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Selectmen : 

Selectmen's  Salaries,  $800  00 
Clerk's  Salary,  75  00 

Stationery  and  Postage,  5  94 
Printing  and  Advertising,  96  21 
Carfares,  Teams,  etc.,  49  00 

Telephone,  83  70 

Plans,  Surveys,  etc.,  171  81 

Signs,  20  40 

^     Serving  Warrants  and  No- 
tices, 18  50 
All  other  expenses,  73  67 


Accountant : 

Salary,  $1,000  00 

Stationery  and  Postage,  14  85 
Printing,  8  30 

All  other,  12  06 


Treasurer : 

Salary,  $700  00 

Clerk,  300  00 

Stationery  and  Postage,  48  92 

Telephone,  29  10 

Bond,  100  00 

Another,  8  05 


Collector : 

Salary,  1914, 1915, 1916,     $200  00 


$1,394  23 


$1,035  21 


$1,186  07 
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Salary,  1917,  600  00 

Bond,  200  00 

Stationery  and  Postage,  158  31 

Printing  and  Advertising,  52  10 

Telephone,  30  86 

Adding  Machine,  on  acct.,  55  00 

Balance  on  Typewriter,  27  00 

Cash  Book,  16  90 

Another,  6  41 


Assessors : 

Salaries,  $2,270  00 

Interpreters,  32  00 

Stationery,  70  07 

Printing  and  Advertising,  441  80 

Carfares,  Teams,  etc.,  42  50 

Telephone,  30  65 

Plans,  55  60 
Abstracts  of  Deeds  and 

Special  Services,  77  65 

All  others,  26  91 


$1,346  58 


 $3,047  18 

Other  Finance  Officers  and  Accounts : 

Certifying  Notes,  $8  00 

Law: 

Town  Counsel,  Salary,  $600  00 

Telephone,  1  33 

All  other,  8  93 

  $610  31 
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Town  Clerk : 

Salary,  $459  50 

Stationery  and  Postage,  16  00 

Printing  and  Advertising,  29  75 

Telephone,  11  54 

Kecord  Book,  29  75 

Another,  1  18 


Election  and  Registration : 

Registrars'  Salaries,  $270  40 

Election  Officers,  641  25 

.  Interpreters,  20  00 
Printing  and  Advertising,    384  20 

Meals,  194  00 

Serving  Warrants,  20  00 


Town  Hall : 


Janitor's  Salar}^,  $792  00 

Extra  work  and  help,  163  12 

Fuel,  618  76 

Lights,  225  93 

Janitor's  Supplies,  22  70 

Repairs,  490  38 

Water  Supply,  91  08 

All  other,  95  13 


$547  72 


$1,529  85 


$2,499  10 
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Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 


Police  Department 

Salaries  and  Wages : 

Chief,  $1,200  00 

Patrolmen,       9,807  37 
Special  Police,    267  17 
Other  Employ- 
ees, 21  20 
Auto  and  Team 

Hire,  409  00 

 $11,701  71 


Equipment  and  Eepairs: 

Equipment  for  men,  $17  08 

Fuel  and  Light : 

Fuel,  $126  85 

Light,  116  37 

  $213  22 

Maintenance  of  Building : 

Eepairs,  $32  18 

Janitor's  Sup- 
plies, 21  92 

Card  Index 

Section,  20  00 

Furniture,  50  10 

Typewriter,  85  05 
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All  other,  119  64 

  $331  89 

Other  Expenses : 

Stationery,  Printing 

and  Postage,    $31  92 
Telephone,  75  42 

JDelephone  Sig- 
nal, 515  01 
Transportation 
and  Care  of 
Prisoners,        295  99 
Rent,                 540  00 
All  other,  60  25 

 $1,518  59 

Total  Police  Department,  $13,845  52 


Fire  Department 

Salaries  and  Wages : 

Engineers,  "$625  00 
Chief,  300  00 

Permanent 

Chaulfeurs,    1,947  15 
Call  Men,        4,299  35 
Other  Employ- 
ees, 36  90 

  $7,208  40 

Hose  Hire,  $510  00 
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Equip  men  t  and  Kepairs : 
Apparatus,       $673  55 
Hose,  429  90 

Equipment  for 

Men,  208  20 

Alarm  Boxes, 

etc.,  496  98 

All  other,  17  07 

  $1,825  70 

Fuel  and  Light  : 

Fuel,  $1,152  09 

Light,  190  54 

  $1,342  63 


Maintenance  of  Building : 

Eepairs,  $219  34 

Furniture  and 

Furnishings,  82  50 
Laundry  Work,  19  07 
All  other,  88  75 

  $409  66 

Other  Expenses  : 

Stationery,  Printing 

and  Postage,  $2  30 
Telephone,  103  52 

Gasoline  and 

Oil,  146  37 
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Soda  Bicarb, 


etc.,  17  30 

All  Other,  30  62 

  $300  11 

Total  Fire  Department,  $11,596  50 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

Salary,  $587  73 

Stationery,  5  75 

Printing  and  Advertising,  19  00 

Carfares,  Teams,  etc.,  60  00 

Telephone,  8  47 

Xew  Equipment,  44  43 

Books,  10  26 

All  other,  14  36 


$750  00 


Gypsy  and  Broivn  Tail  M oth  Extermination 

I^abor,  $181  25 

Teams,*  10  50 

Hardware,  75 

Carfares,  7  50 

  $200  00 
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Tree  Warden 

Superintendent,  $24  00 

Labor,  72  00 

Teams,  14  00 

Hardware  and  Tools,  3  00 

Trees,  67  68 

Kent  for  Sj^raying  Machine,  24  00 

All  other,  50 


$205  18 


Forest  Fires 

Fighting  Fires, 
Api3aratus, 
Team  Hire, 
Posting  Notices, 
Viewing  Tower, 
All  other, 

  $406  18 


$175  34 
18  30 
78  09 
31  27 
100  00 
3  18 


Health  and  Sanitation 

General  Administration : 
Salary  of  Board 
of  Health,      $150  00 
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Agent, 

Stationery  and 

Postage, 
Printing  and 

Advertising, 
All  other, 


100  00 

17  31 

18  00 
30  30 

  $315  61 


Quarantine  and  Contagious 
Diseases  : 

Dry  goods  and 

Clothing,  $11  90 
Groceries  and 

Provisions,  8  45 
Hospitals,  155  76 

Taking  Cultures,  42  48 
Burial,  25  00 

Disinfectant,  33  96 
All  other,  13  96 

  $291  51 

Tuberculosis : 
Board  and 

Treatment,  $1,103  26 
Dispensary,  100  00 
Groceries  and 

Provisions,  78  96 
Ambulance,  57  00 

Mirse,  33  92 

Another,  33  49 

 $1,406  63 
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Vital  Statistics: 

Births,  $101  75 

Deaths,  30  25 

  $132  00 

Other  Expenses : 

Plumbing  Inspec- 
tor, $900  00 
Fumigation  and 

Disinfectants,  9  00 
Vaccination,  39  00 
All  other,  21  75 

  $969  75 


Inspection 


School  Children: 

Salaries,  $183  15 

Expenses,  5  00 


Animal  Inspection: 

Salary,  $125  00 

Expenses,  1  70 


Meat  and  Provisions : 

Salaries,  $200  00 

Expenses,  59  50 


$188  15 


$126  70 


$259  50 
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Milk : 

Salary,                             $50  00 
Total  Health,   $3,739  85 


Refuse  and  Garbage 

Collecting  Eefuse  and  Garbage  as  per 

Contract,  $1,868  32 


Clean-up  Week 

Paid  by  Board  of  Health : 

Teams,  $71  50 


Sewer  Maintenance 

Administration : 

Stationery,  Printing  and 
Postage,  $17  75 

General : 

Labor,  $896  27 

Teams,  41  50 

Tools  and 

Equipment,      142  70 

Test  Pits,  43  21 

All  other,  37  36 


  $1,161  04 

Total  Sewer,    $1,178  79 
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Street  Cleaning 

Cleaning  Main  and  Hamilton  Streets 

Labor,  $608  70 

Teams,  397  61 


Equipment,         393  69 


$1,400  00 


General  Cleaning: 

Labor,  $637  69 

Teams,  360  90 


Cleaning  Catch  Basins  : 

Labor,  $409  74 

Teams,  281  69 


$998  59 


$691  43 


Total  Street  Cleaning,    $3,090  02 


HigJuvays 

General  Administration : 

Highway  Sur- 
veyor, $1,200  00 

Telephone,  27  00 

Stationery  and 
Postage,  11  75 

'  $1,238  75 
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General  Maintenance : 

Labor,  $2,491  06 

Teams,  1,991  48 

Broken  Stone,  1,105  98 
Equipment  and 

Eepairs,  480  96 

Drilling  Machine 

Hire,  35  32 

Culvert,  45  88 

,    All  other,  101  17 

  $6,251  85 

Sidewalk  Eepairs  : 

Labor,  $1,267  60 

Teams,  373  97 

Materials,        1,222  65 
Equipment  and 

Eepairs,  107  18 

All  other,  28  52 

  $2,999  92 

Snow  and  Ice : 

Labor,  $1,134  01 

Teams,  756  96 

All  other  27  00 

 $1,917  97 


Street  Sprinkling  : 

Labor,  $43  13 

Teams,  87  85 

Materials,  2,260  45 
Equipment,  88  50 

Assessment 
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Plans,  63  00 

All  other,  3  17 

  $2,546  10 

Total  Highways,   $14,954  59 


Street  Lights 
Contract,  $13,850  67 


Bridges 


Labor, 

$687 

10 

Teams, 

385 

29 

Crushed  Stone,  Gravel,  etc.. 

481 

99 

Cement, 

613 

70 

Iron  Beams, 

292 

63 

Surveys, 

30 

65 

Equipment  and  Repairs, 

7 

70 

All  other, 

65 

$2,499  71 


Railings 

Labor,  $152  40 

Teams,  36  35 

Lumber,  90  21 

Painting,  HI  5^ 

Materials,  3  50 

Equipment,  3  OO 

All  other,  2  71 


$399  73 
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Plimpton  Street  Extension 

Signs,  $6  80 

Labor,  2  07 

Teams,  50 


$9  37 


Maintenance  of  Permanent  Roads 

Labor,   •  $503  12 

Teams,  247  96 

Tarvia,  556  98 

Crushed  Stone,  572  45 

Coal,  90  90 

All  other,  27  94 


$1,999  35 


Charities 

General  Administration  : 

Salaries,  $450  00 

Stationery,  Print- 
ing and  Post- 
age, 12  03 

Transportation 

and  Expenses,  171  80 

All  other,  7  60 

  $641  43 
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Outside  Belief  by  Town : 

Groceries  and 

Provisions,  $4,256  87 

Coal  and 
Wood,  392  63 

Board  and 

Care,  1,652  38 

Medicine  and 
Medical  At- 
tendance,        629  25 

State  Institu- 
tions, 108  30 

Telephone,  46  74 

Dry  Goods  and 

Shoes,  170  25 

Town  Physi- 
cian's Salary,  125  00 

Burials,  166  25 

All  other,  54  25 

  $7,601  92 

Belief  by  other  Cities  and  Towns : 
Cities,  $390  94 

Towns,  343  28 

  $734  22 

Mothers'  Aid : 

By  Town,        $4,716  00 
'Medical  At- 
tendance, 99  27 


$4,815  27 
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Almshouse 


Superintendent, 

$600 

00 

Other  Employees, 

449 

25 

Groceries  and  Provisions, 

1,162 

92 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing, 

177 

24 

Building, 

155 

01 

Fuel  and  Light, 

236 

63 

Hay  and  Grain, 

433 

15 

Motor, 

188 

00 

Horses, 

635 

00 

Horse  Shoeing, 

47 

20 

Disinfectant, 

57 

75 

Plowing, 

32 

00 

Hardware, 

34 

51 

All  other, 

89 

98 

Total  Almshouse,    $4,298  64 


Soldiers^  Benefits 


State  Aid, 
Military  Aid, 
Soldiers'  Burials, 
Soldiers'  Relief  : 
Fuel, 

Groceries  and 
Provisions, 
Cash, 


$1,196  00 
360  00 
138  00 

$168  75 

104  93 
981  00 
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Medicines  and 
Medical  At- 
tendance,        132  75 
Clotliing,  38  72 

All  otlier,  15  00 

  $1,441  15 

Total  Soldiers'  Benefits,    $3,135  15 


ScJiools 

Administration : 


Salary  of  Super- 


intendent,  $2 

,072 

50 

Truant  Officer, 

300 

00 

Stationery,  Print- 

ing and  Post- 

age, 

41 

16 

TelejDlione, 

58 

44 

Traveling  Ex- 

penses, 

115 

06 

School  Census, 

11 

75 

Team  Hire, 

130 

50 

All  other, 

61 

81 

  $2,791  22 

Teachers'  Salaries : 

High,  $6,445  58 

Elementary,    18,982  85 
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Evening,  796  25 

Supervisors,     1,270  00 

 $27,494  68 


Text  Books  and  Supplies 

High: 

Text  Books,       $488  75 
All  other  School 

Supplies,         272  94 

  $761  69 


Elementary : 

Text  Books,  $523  81 
All  other  School 

Supplies,       1,013  28 


$1,537  09 


Evening : 

Books,  $64  53 

All  other,  12  00 

  $76  53 

Transportation : 

Elementary,  $1,495  96 

Janitors'  Services: 

High,  $334  25 

Elementary,     2,334  02 

 —  $2,668  27 
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Fuel  and  Light : 

High,  $566  30 

Elementary,  2,151  83 
Evening,  63  85 

 $2,781  98 


Maintenance  of  Buildings  and  Grounds 

High: 

Kepairs,  $946  19 

Installing  Coat 

Backs,  240  00 

Water  Supply,  89  02 
All  Other,  99  86 

 $1,375  07 

Elementary : 

Kepairs,         $1,733  27 
Janitors'  Sup- 
plies, 47  72 
Water  Supply,    155  65 
All  other  Sup- 
plies,         331  68 

^   $2,268  32 

Furniture  and  Furnishings : 
High,  $2,064  42 

Elementary,        154  85 

  $2,219  27 
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Other  Expenses : 

Diplomas  and 
Graduation  Ex- 
ercises, $36  50 

Miscellaneous 

Printing,         217  79 

Moving  Desks,      37  00 

Teams,  27  00 

All  other,  18  27 

  $336  56  ^s.foLX^ 

Total  Schools,   $4*^4ia=:6^ 


•  Library 

Salaries : 

Librarian,  $999  96 
Assistants,  813  08 
Janitors,  749  50 


Books,  Periodicals,  etc. : 
Books,  $895  60 

Periodicals,  56  15 


Binding : 

Books,  $77  25 

Periodicals,  80  23 


$2,562  54 


$951  75 


$157  43 
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Fuel  and  Liglit 
Fuel, 
Liglit, 


$703  00 
214  43 


$917  43 


Building  : 

Kepairs,  $178  21 

Furniture  and 

Furnishings,      22  74 
Oiling  Assess- 
ment, 16  78 
Water  Supplies,   21  35 
All  other,             78  42 

  $317  50 

Other  Expenses : 

Stationer}^,  Printing 
a]id  Postage,    $23  48 


Telephone,  71  95 

All  other,  73  54 

  $168  97 

Total  Library,    $5^075  67 


Playgrounds  and  Bath  Houses 

Instructors,  $1^238  90 

Labor,  296  30 

Apparatus,  ^  40  03 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


48 


Sand,  35  00 

Teachers'  Supplies,  75  36 

Athletic  Supplies,  183  09 

Lumber,  281  34 

Teams,  21  00 

Kepairs,  138  13 

All  other,  109  28 
Total  Playgrounds  and  Bath 

Houses,   $2,418  43 


Unclassified 


Centennial  Celebration 

$8  00' 


Band  Concerts 

$250  00; 


Memorial  Day 

$150  00 
50  00 

— •    ■■  ■-        $200  00 


Teams, 


Music, 


G.  A.  K., 

S.  w.  v., 
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Care  of  Graves 
a.  A.  E.,  $50  00 

S.  W.  v.,  50  00 

  $100  00 


Annual  Reports 
Printing,  $692  08 


Care  of  Town  Clock 
Labor,  $40  00 


Damages  to  Persons  and  Personal  Property 
Damages,  $223  65 


Searching  Parties 
Boats,  $15  00 

Labor,  1  oo 

Boots,  10  00 

  $26  00 


Reimhursement  of  Taxes 

Keimbursemeiit,  $125  o5 

Auditing  Municipal  Accounts,  $277  28 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


45 


Insurance 


Town  Hall, 

$371 

54 

Schools, 

875 

50 

Almshouse, 

262 

45 

Library, 

50 

00 

Bath  House, 

20 

00 

Fire  Department, 

178 

45 

Stone  Crusher, 

12 

50 

Liability, 

174 

54 

$1,944  98 


Water  and  Ice  Supply 

Drinking  Fountains,  $150  00 

Bubblers,  21  00 

Care  of  Bubblers,  39  21 

Ice  for  Bubblers,  250  50 

Care  of  Fountains,  16  25 

Hydrants,  2,225  00 


Cemeteries 


$2,701  96 


Labor, 
Teams, 


$1,180  69 
122  01 
  $1,302  70 
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Other  Expenses : 


Loam, 

Shrubs,  etc., 
Tools, 
Kepairs, 
Water, 
All  other, 


$24  50 
114  95 
28  20 
56  53 
7  81 
74  08 


$306  07 


Total  Cemeteries, 


Interest 

Temporary  Loans : 

Anticipation  of  Kevenue,  $4,301  49 

General  Loans : 

Sewer,  2,920  00 

Highway,  2,907  37 

Schools,  4,026  99 

Auto  Truck,  207  50 

Public  Library,  63  34 

Soldiers'  Monument,  270  00 


Debts 

Temporary  Loans : 

Anticipation  of  Eeve- 


$1,608  77 


$14,696  69 


nue. 
Sewer, 


$199,000  00 
4,000  00 
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Highway,  20,750  00 

School,  7,350  00 

Public  Park,  1,000  00 

Fire  Truck,  1,000  00 

Soldiers'  Monument,  1,000  00 

Total  Indebtedness,  $234,100  00 


Agency 


State  and  Xon-Kesident  Bank  Tax : 

Collected  for  State,  $23,187  70 
Tax  Collected  for 

County,  9,267  00 
Liquor  Licenses  Col- 
lected for  State,  5,376  00 
Total  Agency,    $37,830  70 


Trust  and  Investment 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care,  $3,675  00 


Sinking  Fund 
Interest  Deposited,  $640  00 
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Refunds  and  Transfers 

Eefunds : 

Insurance,  $393  54 
Dresser  and  Various  Street 

Sewer,  19  23 

Police  Department,  1  50 

Town  Hall,  16  20 

:Nrew  High  School,  13  00 

Schools,  4  00 
Transfers : 

Bridges,  19  00 
Total  Kefunds  and  Trans- 
fers,   $466  47 


Outlay 

Moon  Street  Sewer: 

Survey,  $4  80 

Dresser  and  Various  St.  Sewer : 

Labor,  $2,872  35 

Teams,  19  65 

Materials,  300  79  • 

Drilling,  136  01 

Equipment  and 

Eepairs,  88  75 

Surveys  and 
Plans,  334  91 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


49 


Liability  Insur- 
ance, 137  71 

DjTiamite,  154  68 

Description  for 

Assessments,  75  00 

Oil,  2  25 


$4,122  10 

Total  Sewers,    $4,126  90 


Sidewalks 

Fairlawn  Ave.  Sidewalk : 

Labor,  $157  06 

Teams,  116  29 

Crushed,  26  50 

Total  Sidewalk,   $299  85 


Highways 

Marcy  St.  Grading  : 

Labor,  $93  78 

Teams,  105  06 

  $198  84 

Dresser  St.  Extension : 

Labor^  $1  39 
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Dudley  Kiver  Eoad : 

Contract,  $4,529  56 

Mechanic  St.  Paving: 

Contract,  $1,590  20 
Labor,  72  67 

Teams,  11  75 

Crushed  Stone,  26  75 
Sand,  4  00 

Materials,  28  60 


$1,733  97 

Total  Highways,  $6,463  76 


New  High  School  Building 

Inspector,  $1,210  00 

Contract,  38,038  88 

Architect,  1,272  14 

Curbing,  210  00 

Equipment,  205  10 

All  other,  537  78 


$41,473  90 


River  Street  School  Lot 


Witness  at  Hearing,  $20  00 

Total  Payments  and  Transfers,  $51C,397  94 

Cash  on  Hand  Dec.  31, 1917,  28,233_98. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN 


To  the  Voters  of  Southbridge, 
Gentlemen : 

Your  Selectmen  submit  for  your  approval  their 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1917. 

The  Board  organized  as  follows :  Mr.  Wilfrid  J. 
Lamoureax,  Chairman,  Mr.  Alexandre  L.  Desaul- 
nier,  Clerk ;  they  have  held  weekly  meetings  on  Mon- 
days at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Accounts 

The  Selectmen  have  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  their 
accounts,  they  did  not  receive  the  $600.00  due  the 
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town  hall  account  from  the  School  Department,  so 
left  this  account  with  a  A^ery  small  balance ;  this  was 
not  paid  as  the  School  Department  had  added  ex- 
penses this  year,  for  which  they  Avill  give  an  account 
in  their  report. 

The  Board  has  tried  to  conduct  the  business  of  the 
ToA^TL  on  a  strict  business  basis  and  they  would  rec- 
ommend that  the  several  Boards  and  Committees  of 
the  town  ask  only  for  as  much  money  for  1918  as  they 
shall  need  by  strict  economy  to  conduct  their  depart- 
ments in  a  creditable  manner,  this  is  recommended 
because  of  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  high 
tax  rate  of  this  year,  and  by  so  doing  lower  the  tax 
ra;te  for  the  year  of  1918. 

State  Guards 

During  the  year  the  Selectmen  were  called  upon 
to  furnish  quarters  for  the  State  Guards,  at  first 
there  was  but  one  company,  but  later  another  was 
organized,  there  being  no  other  room  in  town  large 
enough,  the  main  hall  in  the  Town  Hall  Building  was 
given  them,  also  an  officers'  room  on  the  first  floor 
leading  from  the  front  vestibule  and  a  large  room  in 
the  basement. 

For  proper  instruction  it  became  necessary  that 
they  have  a  shooting  range  and  one  was  installed  in 
the  basement. 

The  Selectmen  feel  as  do  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
Guards,  that  this  building  is  not  a  proper  place  for 
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an  armory,  especially  for  a  rifle  range ;  it  also  adds 
to  the  expense  of  tlie  hall  for  light,  heat  and  repairs 
to  this  bnilding,  as  it  was  not  intended  for  such  a 
purpose. 

The  Selectmen  believe  some  other  place  for  quar- 
ters should  be  obtained  if  these  companies  are  re- 
tained on  active  duty  and  they  will  bring  it  before 
the  voters  at  the  annual  meeting  by  an  article  in  the 
warrant. 

The  Selectmen  have  appointed  Mr.  Louis  Hetu  as 
janitor  of  the  Town  Hall  Building. 

The  tin  roof  in  the  rear  of  the  Hall  has  caused 
trouble  this  winter  by  leaking  dovm  into  the  school 
rooms,  the  Board  would  advise  a  new  roof  of  dif- 
ferent type;  figures  have  been  obtained  and  the  re- 
pairs will  cost  about  $250.00.  The  Board  believes 
that  the  same  appropriation  with  the  rent  from  the 
School  Department  will  be  enough,  provided  the 
State  Guards  are  furnished  with  other  quarters, 
otherwise  a  larger  appropriation  must  be  provided 
for  this  account. 

Town  Accountant 

The  Board  reappointed  Mr.  Joseph  Lafleche  as 
Town  Accountant  for  three  years  at  an  annual  sal- 
ary of  $1200  per  year.  We  feel  that  the  system  of 
bookkeeping  by  the  State,  which  has  been  handled  in 
a  creditable  manner  by  our  accountant,  has  certain 
ly  placed  us  in  the  front  ranks  in  the  State  in  that 
department. 
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State  AmlUor's  Report 

Following  this  report  is  a  complete  report  of  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics  for  the  audit  of  the  Town  books 
for  191G ;  by  vote  of  the  Toaati  we  are  having  the  Bu- 
reau audit  the  books  of  1917,  this  has  not  yet  been 
conij)leted. 

Girder  Rails 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Selectmen,  the  Worces- 
ter Consolidated  Street  Eailway  Company  has  re- 
placed the  rails  in  Hamilton  Street,  with  girder  rails 
of  the  latest  type,  this  was  accomplished  after  much 
urging  inasmuch  as  the  Town  did  not  contribute 
anything  towards  the  expense,  this  has  placed  this 
street  in  a  very  fine  condition  and  no  doubt  will  re- 
main so  for  years. 

Streets 

The  Selectmen  by  vote  of  the  Town  arranged  with 
the  Massachusetts  Highway  Commission  and  the 
County  Commissioners  to  continue  the  repair  of  the 
Dudley  Kiver  Eoad,  this  has  been  partially  finished 
to  the  village  of  Sandersdale  with  $7000.00  yet  to  be 
expended  after  the  completion  of  the  part  already 
started. 

The  Highway  Commission  have  agreed  to  continue 
this  arrangement  until  the  road  is  completed  to  con- 
nect with  the  macadam  road  at  the  Lensdale  factory. 
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After  careful  consideration  of  the  Pleasant  Street 
proposition,  the  Selectmen  decided  to  petition  the 
County  Commissioners  to  relocate  the  street,  this  has 
been  done  and  a  decree  is  soon  to  be  issued  by  the 
Commissioners;  no  money  was  expended  on  this 
street  except  for  a  survey,  which  was  paid  out  of  the 
Selectmen's  account. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 
WILFKID  J.  LAMOUEEUX, 
ALEXAXDKE  L.  DESAULXIEE, 
PITT  H.  HEEBEET, 

Selectmen  of  SoutJibridge, 


REPORT  OF 
An  Audit  of  the  Accounts 

 ..OF  THE  

Town  of  Southbridge 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1916 


Made  in  Accordance  with  the  Provisions  of 
Chapter  598,  Acts  of  1910  and  a 
Vote  of  the  Town 


March  6,!  191 7 


®t|f  dommonm? alth  of  ^aasarl]UBPtt0 

BUREAU  OF  STATISTICS 

STATE  HOUSE,  BOSTON 

Marcli  6,  1917. 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
Soiitlibridge, 

Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen : 

I  submit  herewith  a  report  of  an  audit  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  town  of  Southbridge  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  31,  191G,  made  pursuant  to  a  vote  of 
the  town  and  in  accordance  with  the  iprovisions  of 
Chapter  598  of  the  Acts  of  1910,  as  amended,  this  be- 
ing in  the  form  of  a  report  to  me,  Avhich  I  am  enclos- 
ing, from  Mr.  Edward  H.  Fenton,  Chief  Accountant 
of  this  Bureau,  who  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
work. 

Very  truly  yours, 

CHAKLES  F.  GETTEMY, 

Director. 
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Mr.  Charles  F.  Gettemy, 

Director,  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
State  House,  Boston. 

Sir  : 

In  accordanc  e  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made 
an  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  town  of  Southbridge 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1916,  and  I  submit 
the  following  report. 

The  books  reflecting  the  financial  transactions  of 
the  several  departments  were  examined  and  check- 
ed to  those  in  the  accounting  department. 

The  surety  bonds  given  by  department  officials  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  were  ex- 
amined and  found  to  be  in  proper  form. 

Summary  statements  relative  to  departments  fol- 
low : 

Selectmen's  Department 

The  records  of  licenses  issued  by  the  selectmen 
were  examined,  and  collections  on  account  of  the 
same  were  checked  to  the  treasurer's  and  account- 
ant's books.  The  assistant  clerk  of  the  selectmen 
reports  the  following  as  being  received  and  paid  the 
treasurer. 

Licenses : 

Liquor,  $14,000  00 
Auctioneers,  4  00 

Fruit  stands,       7G  00 
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Common  Victu- 
allers, 16  00 
Innholders,  8  00 
Circus,                10  00 
Jitney,  2  00 

 $14,116  00 

Town  Hall  rents,  333  00 

Kefund  on  typewriter,  1  00 

Consolidated  Street  Railway 

Co.,  1,494  76 

  $15,944  76 

Payments  to  treasurer,  $15,944  76 


Accountants  Department 

The  books  in  the  accountant's  office  were  examined 
and  checked.  The  appropriation  accounts  were 
checked  Avith  the  io^^^l  clerk's  report  of  the  appro- 
priations and  transfers  as  passed  at  the  toAvn  meet- 
ings. 

The  treasury  warrants  were  examined  and  post- 
ings to  the  ledger  accounts  were  verified.  The  treas- 
urer's receipt  sheets  were  checked  to  the  ledger,  and 
were  compared  Avith  the  treasurer's  books  and  found 
to  agree. 

The  departmental  reports  of  sums  committed  or 
collected  were  checked  with  the  several  department 
books  and  with  the  treasurer's  reports.  Certain  ad- 
justments were  necessary  on  the  accounts  receivable, 
owing  to  errors  in  classification  in  departmental  re- 
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ports. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  accountant's 
books,  the  several  departments  were  kept  constantly 
informed  of  the  sums  available  for  their  use  and 
Avere  enabled  to  carry  on  the  work  within  the  sums 
appropriated  for  their  use.  The  only  overdraft 
shown  was  one  duly  authorized,  in  accordance  with 
law. 

The  accounting  system  installed  has  been  system- 
atically carried  on,  and  all  receipts  reported  by  the 
several  departments  and  payments  authorized  have 
been  accurately  recorded. 

Treasurer's  Department 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  were  ex- 
amined and  checked.  The  receipts  were  checked  with 
the  books  of  the  several  departments  making  pay- 
ments to  the  treasurer  and  with  the  accountant's 
books.  The  payments  reported  were  checked  with 
the  warrants,  and  the  warrants  were  tested  by  com- 
paring the  same  with  the  approved  bills  for  a  num- 
ber of  months  selected  at  random,  and  with  the  ac- 
countant's books. 

The  cash  on  hand  was  verified  by  actual  count, 
and  bank  balances  Avere  proved. 

The  accounts  were  well  kept  and  methods  of  financ- 
ing were  introduced  which  resulted  in  increased  reve- 
nue from  interest  on  bank  deposits,  also  what  ap- 
pears to  be  a  saving  in  interest  charges. 
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The  following  is  a  reconciliation  of  the  treasurer's 
cash  and  a  summary  statement  of  the  unapportioned 
sewer  assessment  account: 

Reconciliation  of  Treasurer's  Cash 

Cash  in  office  December  31,  1916 : 
Checks,  $1,706  42 

Cash,  900  74 

 $2,607  16 

Bank  balance  Dec.  31, 1916, 

per  bank  statement,        53,524  08 

  $56,131  24 

Outstanding  checks,  Dec.  31, 

1916,  per  list,  $1,964  33 

Balance  December  31, 1916, 

per  cash  book,  54,166  91 

 $56,131  24 

Sewer  Assessment-^Unapportioned 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1916, 
Commitment — 1916, 
Abatement  after  payment, 

Collections, 

Apportioned, 

Abatements, 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916, 


$9,096  28 
917  17 
90  94 

  $10,104  39 

$5,487  78 

767  50 

468  28 
3,380  83 

 $10,104  39 
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Tax  Collector's  Department 


The  accounts  of  the  tax  collector  were  checked, 
and  payments  made  to  the  treasurer  were  compared 
with  the  treasurer's  books  and  with  the  reports  to 
the  accountant.  The  cash  books  were  added,  collec- 
tions on  account  of  interest  checked,  abatements 
:^ompared  with  the  assessors'  records,  and  outstand- 
ing accounts  listed.  In  reporting  to  the  treasurer 
ind  accountant,  care  should  be  taken  so  that  interest 
will  not  be  reported  as  taxes,  or  taxes  as  interest. 

The  great  detail  involved  requires  accurate  record- 
ng  on  the  part  of  the  collector,  in  order  that  the  cash 
30ok  may  correspond  with  the  detailed  list. 

Y erification  notices  were  mailed  to  a  large  number 
)f  taxpayers,  and  satisfactory  replies  were  received. 

The  outstanding  accounts  were  reconciled  with  the 
iccountant's  books. 

The  following  is  a  reconciliation  of  the  tax  and 
assessment  accounts : 


Taxes  1913 


)utstanding  Jan.  1, 1916,  per 

detailed  list, 
Adjustments, 


$61  19 
1  30 


$62  49 


)verpayment, 

i^aid  treasurer,  1916, 


$5  49 
57  00 


$62  49 
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Taxes  19U 

Outstanding  January  1,  1916, 

per  detailed  list,  $4,023  89 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916, 

tax  collector,  66  86 

Interest  collected  on  taxes  in 

1916,  '  226  65 

Overpaid  in  1916,  2  75 

Undetected  errors,  5  55 


Payments  to  town  treasurer,  $2,627  53 
Abatements,  1,600  45 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916, 

per  detailed  list,  97  72 


Reconciliation 


$4,325  70 


$4,325  70 


Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916, 

per  detailed  list,  $97  72 

Less: 

Overpay- 
ments 

in  1915,  $12  08 
Overpay- 
ments 

in  1916,     2  75 

 $14  83 

Undetected  errors,  5  55 

—   $20  38 
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Adjusted  balance,  per  ac- 
countant's ledger,  77  34 


Balance,  Accountant's  ledg- 
er, Jan.  1,  1916,  $4,031  24 

Interest  credited  as  taxes, 

1915,  47  43 

Interest,  1916,  226  65 


Payments  to  town  treasurer,  $2,627  53 
Abatements,  1,600  45 
Adjusted  balance.  Account- 
ant's ledger,  77  34 


Taxes  1915 

Outstanding,  Jan.  1,  1916, 

per  detailed  list,  $29,548  76 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1916, 

Tax  collector,  13  49 

Interest  collected  in  1916,  532  82 

Undetected  errors  in  out- 
standing tax  list  of  Dec. 
31,  1916,  9  37 


$97  72 


Payments  to  to^\Ti  treas- 
urer, $24,657  68 

Refund  of  taxes,  overpaid 

in  1915,  62  87 


$4,305  32 


$4,305  32 


$30,104  44 
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Abatements, 

Undetected  errors  in  out- 
standing lists  of  Dec. 
31,  1915, 

Cash  on  hand,  Tax  col- 
lector. 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916, 
per  detailed  list. 


Payments   to   town  treas- 


617  55 

7  60 
56  00 

4,702  74 

  $30,104  44 


$4,758  74 


$4,758  74 
$30,023  45 


Reconciliation 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916, 

per  detailed  list,  $4,702  74 

Cash  on  hand.  Tax  collector,        58  00 


Less : 

net  overpayment 

of  taxes,  $1  15 

Undetected 'errors  9  37  . 

  $10  52 

Adjusted  balance.  Account- 
ant's ledger,  4,748  22 


Balance,  Accountant's  ledg- 
er, Jan.  1,  1916,  $29,490  63 

Interest  on  taxes  collected 

in  1916,  532  82 
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urer,  $24,657  68 

Abatements,  617  55 

Adjusted  balance,  Account- 
ant's ledger,  4,748  22 

  $30,023  45 


Taxes  1916 

Commitment,  $195,593  76 

Additional  commitment,  385  54 

Excise  tax,  1,549  38 

Interest  collected,  53  77 

  $197,582  45 

Payments  to  treasurer,  $173,802  46 
Abatements,  244  28 

Adjusted  balance.  Account- 
ant's ledger,  23,535  71 

  $197,582  45 


Reconciliation 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916, 

per  detailed  list,  $23,375  76 

Cash  on  hand.  Tax  collector,       167  30 

  $23,543  06 

Interest  credited  as  taxes 

(adjusted),  $4  09 

Overpayment,  3  26 

Adjusted  balance.  Account- 
ant's ledger,  23,535  71 

  $23,543  06 
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Sidewalk  Assessments 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1916, 

per  list,  $3,755  57 

Abatements  1915,  credited 

in  1916,  4  25 

Cash  on  hand,  Tax  collector, 

Jan.  1, 1916,  77 
Commitment  1916,  472  00 


Payments  to  treasurer  1916,  $2,626  59 

Abatements,  164  48 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916, 

per  detailed  list,  1,441  52 


Street  Oiling  Assessments 


$4,232  59 


$4,232  59 


Commitment,  $2,500  00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916,  $2,500  00 

Apportioned  Sewer  Assessments  1915 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1916,  *  $19  46 

Paid  treasurer,  ^19  40 

Apportioned  Sewer  Assessments  1916 

Committed,  $274  94 

Paid  treasurer,  $84  88 
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Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1916,         190  06 

  $274  94 

Committed  Interest — Setver  Assessments 

Committed  1916,  $35  93 

Paid  treasurer,  $8  49 

Outstanding  Dec.  31, 1916,  27  44 

  $35  93 

Toivn  Clerk^s  Department 

The  records  of  junk,  pool,  and  billiard  licenses 
issued  were  checked  and  payments  to  the  treasurer 
were  compared  with  the  treasurer's  and  accountant's 
books. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures'  Department 

The  records  of  charges  were  examined.  The  re- 
ceipts amounted  to  $106.73,  all  of  which  were  paid  to 
the  treasurer. 

Farm  and  Almshouse 

The  books  of  the  warden  were  examined  and  check- 
ed. The  receipts  from  sale  of  produce  aggregated 
$637.72  and  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  $638.72, 
making  an  overpayment  of  $1. 
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Cemetery  Department 

The  records  of  tMs  department  were  examined. 
The  receipts  for  sale  of  lots,  care  of  lots,  and  for  per- 
petual care  Avere  checked  to  the  treasurer's  and  ac- 
countant's books. 

Deht  and  Interest 

The  debt  maturing  in  1916  was  listed  and  checked 
with  the  accountant's  ledger  and  with  the  cancelled 
securities  in  the  treasurer's  office. 

Interest  payments  were  checked  with  the  amounts 
due,  as  shown  by  the  debt  record  book. 

Loans  issued  were  checked  with  the  report  fur- 
nished by  the  town  clerk  showing  the  authority  for 
the  same. 

linking  and  Trust  Funds 

The  securities  held  as  investment  and  savings 
bank  books  were  checked  and  income  was  proved. 

The  following  tables  show  the  total  of  the  several 
funds,  together  with  the  transactions  for  the  year : 

linking  Fund 

Savings  Bank 

Deposits  Securities  Total 

On  hand  at  be- 
ginning of 

year,  $13,264  77    $16,000  00    $29,264  77 

On  hand  at  end 

of  year,       $14,469  36    $16,000  00    $30,469  36 
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Receipts 

lucome — sav- 
ings banks,     $564  59 

Income — se- 
curities, 640  00 


Payments 

Deposits  in 
savings 
banks. 


$1,204  59 


Total,       $1,204  59 


Total,       $1,204  59 


Minot  Library  Fund 


On  kand  at  beginning  of 
year, 

On  hand  at  end  of  year. 


Saving-s  Bank 
Deposits 


$997  91 
1.038  19 


Total 


$997  91 
1,038  19 


Receipts 

Income,  $40  28 


Total, 


$40  28 


Payments 

Deposits  in  sav- 
ings banks,      $40  28 


Total, 


$40  28 


Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds 


Saving-s  Bank 
Cash  Deposits  Total 

On  hand  at  be- 
ginning of 

year,  $21,127  10  $21,127  10 
On  hand  at  end 

of  year,  $350  00  $21,075  58  $21,425  58 
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Receipts  Payments 

Transferred  for 

Witlidrawii  from  ^  ..^     (Uq^^q  qo 

1       1       ct>ri  ^^^^        1^^^'  ^^^^ 

savings  banks,  $51  52   

Income,              ^02  40  ^^^^^^  ^^^3 

Total,         $853  92 


Conclusion 

The  accounting  system  is  being  carried  on  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner.  The  several  town  officers 
now  have  access  to  information  in  the  books  which 
will  guide  them  in  the  performance  of  the  particu- 
lar function  of  government  for  which  they  are  re- 
sponsible. 

For  the  co-operation  received  from  the  officials  in 
the  several  departments  while  I  was  engaged  in  mak- 
ing the  audit,  I  wish,  on  behalf  of  myself  and  my 
assistants,  to  express  my  apj)reciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDW.  H.  FEOTON, 
Chief  Accountant. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Grentlemen : 

The  Board  of  Health,  W.  S.  Conway,  M.  D.,  J.  E. 
Donais,  M.  D.,  and  J.  A.  Caron,  organized  with  Dr. 
W.  S.  Conway,  Chairman,  Dr.  J.  E.  Donais,  Clerk. 
Monthly  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year, 
and  the  work  of  the  year  is  as  follows. 

Ruhhish  and  Garbage 

The  contract  for  the  collecting  of  garbage  and 
rubbish  was  giA^en  to  Mr.  Saul  Donais,  he  to  collect 
rubbish  twice  each  month  in  the  year  commencing 
April  1,  collecting  until  December  1 ;  also  to  collect 
garbage  twice  each  week  from  April  1  to  November  1 , 
and  once  each  week  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
This  work,  although  not  yet  collected  to  the  entire 
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satisfaction  of  the  Board  or  tlie  public,  yet  we  be- 
lieve it  will  be  improved  more  and  more  eacli  year. 

Contagious  Diseases 
There  were  reported  the  following  diseases  during 


the  year : 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

Pulmonary  Tu- 

Lobar Pneumonia 

2 

berculosis 

21 

Diphtheria 

18 

Other  form  of 

Measles 

3 

Tuberculosis 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

7 

Superlative  Con- 

Whooping Cough 

2 

junctivitis 

1 

This  shoAvs  a  good  margin  for  the  better  from  last 
year  in  all  diseases  except  tuberculosis,  which  is 
larger  than  last  year  by  one  case. 


Tuberculosis 

The  Tubercular  Dispensary  has  been  open  every 
Monday  evening  from  5  to  7  o'clock,  in  the  Town 
Hall  Building,  with  a  physician  and  nurse  in  attend- 
ance. The  location  of  the  dispensary  has  been 
changed  to  a  room  on  the  first  floor,  this  being  one  of 
the  rooms  formerly  used  by  the  high  school. 

There  have  been  twenty-one  (21)  people  examined 
this  year,  not  as  man^^  as  we  feel  should  appear  at 
this  important  dispensary,  and  the  Board  hopes  that 
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some  concerted  action  can  be  taken  by  the  several 
boards  of  the  town,  the  ckibs  and  societies  to  urge 
the  necessity  of  the  prevention  of  this  dreaded  dis- 
ease by  i^rom} :t  action  on  everyone's  part  in  detect- 
ing its  presence  at  its  very  beginning;  this  can  be 
found  out  by  a  visit  to  this  free  clinic. 

We  are  at  this  time  paying  for  the  board  and  care 
of  two  patients  at  the  Westfield  State  Sanatorium 
and  one  at  the  Worcester  Tubercular  Hospital. 
With  these  and  the  several  that  the  board  aids  dur- 
ing the  year  means  a  constant  increasing  expense 
to  the  town,  the  board  therefore  asks  for  the  same 
appropriation  as  last  year,  although  if  it  were  not 
for  the  fact  of  the  high  tax  rate  of  this  year  and  the 
condition  of  the  country,  they  would  feel  justified  in 
asking  for  an  increased  appropriation. 

Deaths 


Following  is  a  list  of  the  deaths  for  the  year. 


Diseases  of  the  heart  17 

All  other  diseases 

8 

Diseases  of  the  brain  15 

Diabetes 

5 

Cancer 

12 

Cholera  Infantum 

5 

Pneumonia 

20 

Diphtheria 

2 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 

Typhoid Fever 

1 

culosis 

8 

Whooi3ing  Cough 

1 

Tubercular  Menin- 

Bronchitis 

2 

gitis 

3 

Pul.  Congestion 

1 

Arterio  Sclerosis 

6 

Enteritis 

2 
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Cerebro- Spinal 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

1 

Meningitis 

2 

IndigestiChi 

1 

Nephritis 

5 

Angina  Pectoris 

1 

Anaemia 

2 

Accidental 

7 

Scrofula 

1 

Suicide 

3 

Paralysis 

1 

Ill-defined 

9 

Gangrene 

1 

Unknown 

4 

Premature  Birth 

8 

Still-born 

9 

Total— Males  75      Females  88      Total  Deaths  163 


Deaths  by  Months 


January 

13 

July 

16 

February 

27 

August 

14 

March 

13 

September 

14 

April 

8 

October 

8 

May 

11 

November 

13 

June 

10 

December 

16 

The  Board  has  received  many  complaints  about 
the  disagreeable  odor  and  taste  of  the  town  water, 
this  no  doubt  is  caused  by  the  filthy  condition  of  the 
bottom  of  the  reservoir  and  there  being  too  many 
fish  in  the  water.  Although  this  water  does  not  act 
as  a  germ  distributor,  yet  the  odor  and  taste  are  very 
disagreeable  to  the  users. 

This  has  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Water 
Company,  but  as  yet  we  do  not  see  any  improvement. 
We  hope  there  may  be  a  change  for  the  better  in  the 
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near  future. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  CONWAY,  M.D., 
J.  E.  DONAIS,  M.D., 
J.  A.  CAKON, 

Board  of  Health, 


Agent's  Report 

To  the  Board  of  Health. 
Gentlemen : 

I  herewitli  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending 


Dec.  31,  1917. 

Houses  placarded  for  contagious  diseases  19 
Houses  disinfected  after  contagious  diseases  19 

Houses  disinfected  after  other  diseases  25 

School  houses  disinfected  3 

Garbage  nuisances  investigated  56 

Dumps  investigated  8 

Yards  investigated  13 

Hen  nuisances  investigated  6 

Cesspool  nuisances  investigated  3 

Privy  nuisances  investigated  2 

Dead  animals  ordered  buried  10 

Water  in  pond  analyzed  1 

Sewer  Connections  investigated  2 

Brooks  investigated  3 

Contagious  diseases  investigated  5 
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Other  uiiisances  investigated  15 
Pond  nuisances  investigated  ^  1 

These  nuisances  after  careful  investigation  were 
abated  by  the  owners  satisfactory  to  the  Board  in  all 
but  one  case ;  that  one  had  had  to  be  abated  by  the 
Board  of  Health  and  bill  for  same  has  been  rendered 
to  the  owner  for  the  work  done  by  the  Board. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  and  the  public  for  their 
co-operation  in  the  year's  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN, 

Agent. 


Miik  Inspector's  Report 

To  the  Board  of  Health. 
Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1917. 

I  have  issued  twenty-nine  (29)  milk  peddlers'  li- 
censes, four  (4)  oleomargarine  licenses  for  which  I 
have  paid  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  $18.50. 

I  have  visited  the  farms  where  this  milk  is  pro- 
duced once  during  the  year  and  some  two  or  three 
times.  I  have  found  the  conditions  not  altogether  sat- 
isfactory, but  improvements  are  being  made  at  many 
places. 

The  question  of  labor  being  one  of  the  reasons  ad- 
vanced by  many  Why  more  work  had  not  been  done 
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during  the  year,  these  were  just  reasons  and  I 
have  overlooked  minor  changes  to  be  attended  to  at 
a  later  date. 

I  have  had  but  a  very  few  complaints  as  to  quality 
or  cleanliness  of  milk  during  the  year  and  these 
when  called  to  the  attention  of  the  producer  or  ped- 
dler have  been  cheerfully  received  and  with  better 
results  following. 

I  think  that  the  toAvn  is  receiving  good  wholesome 
milk  and  a  glance  at  our  death  and  contagious  and 
infectious  disease  report  will  prove  this  statement. 

If  all  would  enter  complaints  at  this  office  of  vio- 
lations of  the  rules  of  cleanliness  as  laid  down  in  the 
rules  of  the  Board  of  Health  it  would  help  to  get 
cleaner  milk  to  all. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

ALBEET  K.  BEOWX, 

Inspector  of  Milk. 


Pluming  Inspector's  Report 

To  the  Board  of  Health. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Plumbing  Inspector 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1917. 

During  the  year  I  have  issued  sixty-eight  (68) 
permits  to  do  plumbing  work  from  applications  re- 
ceived and  placed  on  file  in  this  office,  they  are  classi- 
fied as  follows : 

New    Old  Total 
Eesidences  8      12  20 
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TAvo-tenement  Houses 

4 

2 

6 

Tliree-tenement  Houses 

6 

0 

6 

Four-tenement  Houses 

0 

3 

3 

Five-tenement  Houses 

0 

1 

1 

Six-tenement  Houses 

2 

0 

2 

School  Houses 

1 

0 

1 

Factories 

o 

Business  Blocks 

0 

2 

2 

Garages 

1 

0 

1 

Additional  Fixtures 

0 

13 

13 

Total 

24 

44 

68 

These  buildings  contained  the  following  fixtures : 
Water  Closets         169     Urinals  16 
Sinks  •  106     Floor  Drains  18 

Baths  68     Eefrigerators  2 

Bowls  103     Dentist  Spittoons  3 

Washtrays  15 

On  this  work  I  have  made  the  following  inspec- 
tions: 

Water  Tests  64     Final  Inspections  68 

Other  Tests  10 

Following  is  the  number  of  houses  connected  with 
public  sewer  or  cesspools  during  the  year : 

Old   New  Total 
With  Sewer  15       14  29 

With  Cesspool  4      10  14 

Kespectfully  submitted,  . 

ALBERT  E.  BROW^^, 
Inspector  of  PlumMng, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen,  Citizens  and 
Taxpayers : 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  for  tlie  year  end- 
ing Dec.  31st,  1917.  I  liave  endeavored  to  attend  to 
the  needs  of  the  To^ra,  and  meet  with  the  demands 
of  the  citizens  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  amount  of  the  appropriations.  The  item- 
ized account  of  expenditures  given  here  below  will 
tell  you  the  schedule  of  our  work.  The  total  appro- 
priation was  $10,000.00,  but  in  order  to  meet  with 
some  emergency  cases,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Selectmen,  I  was  compelled  to  overdraw  the  account 
for  $134.05.  The  present  situation  is  rather  serious. 
Due  to  washouts  and  other  causes,  the  roads  need  re- 
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pairs  far  and  near.  Taxes  are  Mgh,  help  is  scarce, 
the  cost  of  material  has  nearly  doubled.  Help  is 
scarce  on  account  of  the  low  wages  paid  by  the  Town 
to  men  and  teams,  compared  wdth  wages  paid  else- 
where. Now  this  question  presents  itself  from  the 
people  to  the  people:  ^^Should  w^e  demand  an  in- 
crease in  the  wages,  appropriate  more  money,  and 
thus  be  able  to  maintain  our  roads  and  streets  in 
fair  condition?  Or  should  we  take  a  chance  in  try- 
ing to  manage  things  for  the  best  with  w^hatever 
forces  we  may  have  to  depend  upon  for  our  Town 
work?"  Peace  w^ould  no  doubt  restore  things  to  their 
normal  condition.  Concluding,  I  shall  leave  our 
troubles  in  the  hands  of  our  Financial  Committee, 
asking  them  to  revise  and  advise  for  the  best  to  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  our  Towni. 
Sanitary  catch  basins,  grates,  men  and 

teams,  $691  43 

Icy  gutters,  sand  on  sidewalks,  598  43 

Sand,  26  00 

Flood  caused  by  overflowing  of  Cady 


Brook, 
Snow  storms,  floods, 
Washouts,  summer  1917, 


143  55 
1,142  48 
479  06 


General  Eepairs  including: 

Watering  troughs,  culverts,  Morris 
St.  Brook: 
Drain  pipes,  filling  holes, 
Scraping,  levelling  country  roads,  men 
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and  teams,  1,904  57 

Filling  with  stone,  gravel  diid  ashes 
distributed  thus: 
Bousquet's  Eoad,  Moon  St.,  Kiver 
St.,  Central  St.,  Main  St.,  Snow 
St.,  Dudley  Koads,  Marcy  St., 
Thomas  St.,  Eastford  St.,  Xorth 
St.,  Westville  Koad,  Fairlawn  Ave., 
Oliver  St.,  Highland  St.,  Pleasant 


St.,  Mechanic  St.,  Proulx  Ave.,  1,559  66 

Tools,  miscellaneous  supplies,  431  02 

Gravel,  11  50 

Crushed  stone,  906  25 

Salary,  1,200  00 


$10,134  05 

57  permits  to  open  streets  wwe  issued  as  follows : 
Hamilton  Woolen  Co.,  3 
K  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  5 
S.  Water  Supply  Co.,  7 
Sewers,  6 
W.  &  S.  St.  Eailw^ay  Co.,  3 
W.  &  S.  Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  29 
Miscellaneous,  4 


Bridges 


Appropriation  $2,500.00.  Expended  $2,499.71. 
Balance  $.29. 
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Three  cement  bridges  were  built,  namely  at  Brook- 
side,  Cisco  St.,  and  at  Eastford  and  old  South  West- 
ville  Road.  This  leaves  three  more  bridges  to  be  re- 
newed, Brickville,  Old  Sandersdale  Road  and  Me- 
chanic St. 

Railings 

Appropriation  $400.00.  Expended  $399.73.  Bal- 
ance $.27. 

Railings  were  maintained  and  painted  wherever 
needed.    They  are  all  in  a  fair  condition. 

Sidewalk  Repairs 

Repairs  were  made  in  the  most  necessary  places 
and  there  still  remain  many  sidewalks  in  very  poor 
condition,  and  some  of  these  are  located  on  some  of 
our  important  streets.  Last  year  repairs  were  dis- 
tributed thus :  Central,  Charlton,  Cliff,  Chapin,  Ed- 
wards, Elm,  Everett,  Hook,  Hamilton,  Marcy,  Mill, 
South,  Worcester,  West  Main  Streets. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AIMEE  LANGEVIISr, 
Highway  Surveyor, 


Forest  Fires 

There  w^ere  20  brush  fires  during  the  past  year. 
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They  were  practically  small  fires,  without  much  dam- 
age to  property.  Fourteen  j^ermissions  to  burn 
brush  have  been  issued  to  owners  of  proi3erty  and 
individuals.  I  greatly  apj^reciate  the  co-operation 
of  the  people  of  our  Toavti  towards  keeping  their 
property  clean. 

I  still  demand  the  careful  attention  of  all  in  fol- 
lowing the  instructions,  given  on  the  Cloth  Fire  No- 
tices that  we  post  yearly  in  conspicuous  places  and 
thus  avoid  forest  fires. 


Fire  Wardens 

Fire  Wardens  for  1917 :  Dennie  Langevin,  Louis 
Pontbriand,  Alfred  O.  Giroux,  Frank  Brissette,  Geo. 
H.  Clemence,  W.  H.  Wadleigh,  Chas.  F.  Blackmer, 
John  Keenan,  Adelard  Bouchard,  Jos.  Payan,  Eu- 
sebe  Laliberte. 

The  State  Fire  Warden  points  out  the  necessity 
of  a  report  on  the  use  of  portable  saw^mills,  steam 
rollers,  steam  tractors,  and  steam  shovels  operated 
in  every  tovvTi  during  each  year.  Consequently,  I 
wish  to  ask  the  operators  of  such  machines  in  this 
town  to  kindly  send  me  their  names  and  the  kind  of 
machine  operated.  Keport  to  be  sent  by  March  1st, 
1918. 

AIMEE  LANGEVIN, 
Chief  Fire  Warden, 
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Brown  Tail  Moths 

We  are  attaining  fair  results  in  the  suppression 
of  Brown  Tail  and  Gypsy  Moth.  This  year  shows  a 
great  decrease  from  last  year,  as  only  316  nests  were 
found  and  destroyed. 

AIMEE  LA:^rGEyiN, 

Local  Moth  Supt, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

FIRE  ENGINEERS 


In  comi^liance  witli  law  and  custoui,  the  Board  of 
Fire  Engineers  submit  tlieir  annual  report  for  year 
ending  Dec.  31st,  1917,  giving  the  number  of  fires, 
the  value  of  property  endangered,  when  alarms  were 
given,  (still  alarms  not  included),  roll  call  and 
equipment  of  department,  together  with  other  data. 
The  town  accountant's  report  will  show  a  balance 
on  hand  of  $90.50. 

There  were  149  calls  in  all,  24  box  calls,  5  of  them 
general  and  125  still  alarms.  The  value  of  property 
endangered:  Buildings,  $73,900.00;  contents,  $36,- 
270.00;  total,  $110,170.00. 

Loss  on  property :  Buildings,  $21,262.00 ;  contents, 
$16,255.00;  total,  $37,517.00. 


96  REPORT  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 

Insurance  on  property:  Buildings,  $55,050.00; 
contents,  $21,150.00 ;  total,  $76,200.00. 

Insurance  paid  on  property:  Buildings,  $18,- 
835.65 ;  insurance  paid  on  contents,  $10,410.66 ;  total, 
$29,264.31.  Insurance  in  excess  of  loss,  $38,683.00. 
Loss  in  excess  of  insurance,  $8,270.79. 


Roll  Call 

Joseph  E.  Duchesneau,  CMef 

Louis  Lamothe 
Willard  J.  Claflin 
George  W.  Lauglinane 
John  J.  Hogan,  Clerk 


Permanent  Men 


Leo  Lemoine 


Henry  Lavoie 


Steamer  Co,  No.  1 


Joseph  Brouillette, 
Isidore  Ducheneau, 
Frank  J.  Greenwood, 
Clement  J.  Potvin, 
Alfred  Langevin,  - 


Captain 
Lieutenant 
Engineer  on  Steamer 
Asst.  Engineer  on  Steamer 

Stoker 
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Hosemen 


Michael  Maloney 
Henry  Desaulniers 
Hormidas  Duplissis 
Joseph  Morin 
Michael  Birmingham 
Adelard  Delage 


Arthur  Durochere 
Joseph  Ford 
George  Lamothe 
Emery  Duchesneau 
Govan  J.  Y/right 


Hook  and  Ladder  No,  1 


Joseph  Lucier, 
John  B.  Casavant, 
Leander  Coutre 
Oliver  Paul 
Philias  Dufault 
Felix  Lavallee 
George  A.  Larochelle, 


Captain 
Lieutenant 
Origene  Lacasse 
John  B.  Lippi 
Henry  Lusignan 
Wilbrod  Paul 

First  Substitute 


Steamer  Co.  No.  2 


James  Pollard, 
Richard  Morrissey, 
Alfred  Gaumond 
William  Walters 
James  Murphy 
Hector  Collette 
Paul  Potvin 
Peter  Dufault 


Captain 
Lieutenant 
John  Mallinson 
JS^elson  Allard 
Adelard  Allard 
James  Reilly 
Paul  Grenier 
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Hook  and  Ladder  No.  2 


Hosea  Weld, 
Frank  J.  Walsh, 
Patrick  May 
Calixte  Bouclier 
Charles  F.  Keilly 
Napoleon  Laranger 
J oseph  Lariviere, 


Captain 
Lieutenant 
George  W.  Lavallee 
Louis  E.  Farland 
Paul  Breen 

Stewart,  No.  2  Hose 


Equipment  of  Department 

Two  horse  drawn  steamers,  2  horse  drawn  hook 
and  ladder  trucks,  1  automobile  hook  and  ladder 
truck,  1  automobile  combination  chemical  and  hose 
wagon,  1  automobile  supply  wagon,  2  hand  hose 
reels,  1  racing  cart,  4500  feet  hose  in  good  condition, 
16  nozzles,  5  six-gallon  hand  chemicals,  4  three-gal- 
lon hand  chemicals,  all  in  service  and  in  good  con- 
dition with  the  exception  of  one  hook  and  ladder  and 
the  two  steamers  we  refer  to  later  in  report. 


Jan.  2.— Box  42,  alarm  at  8.45  a.  m.,  recall  9.30 
a.  m.  Fire  in  dwelling  owned  by  Dina  Eobinovitz, 
Golf  St.  Cause,  thawing  out  sink  pipe.  Loss  on 
building  e$l,719,  partially  insured. 
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Jan.  7. — Box  35,  alarm  at  9.25  a.  m.,  recall  10.55 
a.  m.  Fire  in  dwelling  and  dry  goods  store  OA\Tied 
by  Mrs.  Joseph  Blanchard,  16  Hamilton  St.  Cause, 
defective  cliimney.  Insured. 

Feb.  6. — Box  25,  alarm  4.25  p.  m.,  recall  5.10  p.  m. 
Fire  in  dv^^elling  owned  by  Mrs.  W.  E.  Alden,  Ham- 
ilton St.   Cause  unknoAra.  Partially  insured. 

Feb.  14. — Box  52,  alarm  7.15  p.  m.,  recall  7.25  p. 
m.  Fire  in  dwelling  owed  by  Frank  McGuirk,  Mor- 
ris St.    Cause,  chimney  fire.    No  loss. 

Mar.  13.— Box  24,  alarm  1.20  a.  m.,  recall  2.30  a. 
m.  Fire  in  dwelling  owned  by  Albert  Ahamel, 
Plympton  St.   Cause,  defective  chimney.  Insured. 

Mar.  19.— Box  38,  alarm  9.30  p.  m.,  recall  2  a.  m. 
Fire  in  dwelling,  bakery  and  grocery  store  owned  by 
Uldric  E.  Chicoine,  Elm  St.  Cause,  defective  chim- 
nej.  Insured. 

April  14.— Box  47,  alarm  9  p.  m.,  recall  9.10  p.  m. 
Fire  in  dwelling  oAraed  by  Albert  E.  Bonnette,  Me- 
chanic St.   Cause,  cigarette.   Partially  insured. 

April  23.— Box  34,  alarm  12.15  a.  m.,  recall  1.10 
a.  m.  Fire  in  baker  shop  OAvned  by  Lariviere  estate, 
off  Central  St.    Cause,  defective  oven.  Insured. 

April  23.— Box  47,  alarm  2  p.  m.,  recall  2.30  p.  m. 
Fire  in  Knife  Manfg.,  owned  by  T.  J.  Harrington, 
Worcester  St.   Cause,  hot  oil.  Insured. 
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May  1. — Box  45,  false  alarm. 

May  19. — Box  42,  4.00  p.  m.   False  alarm. 

May  19.— Box  42,  6;30  p.  m.   False  alarm. 

May  25.— Box  48,  alarm  7.30  a.  m.,  recall  8.00  a.  m. 
Fire  in  barn  OA\Tied  by  Joseph  Girouard,  Worcester 
St.    Cause  unkno^ra.    Partially  insured. 

June  12. — Box  26,  alarm  9.10  p.  m.,  recall  9.45  p.  m. 
Fire  in  woodshed  owned  by  Patrick  Cunneen,  Pleas- 
ant St.   Cause  unknown.  Insured. 

July  2.— Box  53,  alarm  11.30  a.  m.,  recall  11.45  a. 
m.  Fire  in  woodshel  owned  by  :N'apoleon  Duval, 
Elm  St.   Cause,  sun.  Insured. 

July  4.— Box  53,  alarm  2.00  a.  m.  False  alarm. 

July  4.— Box  42,  alarm  10  p.  m.,  recall  10.15  p.  m. 
Fire  in  woodshed  owned  by  Michael  Kinney,  San- 
dersdale.  Cause,  spontaneous  combustion.  Loss 
$35. 

July  24.— Box  48,  alarm  4.25  p.  m.,  recall  4.45  p.  m. 
Fire  in  barn  owned  by  Eugene  Darling,  Charlton 
St.   Cause,  struck  by  lightning.   Partially  insured. 

Sept.  12.— Box  42,  alarm  4.20  p.  m.,  recall  4.30  p. 
m.  Fire  in  dwelling  owed  by  Frank  McGruirk,  39 
Morris  St.   Cause,  overheated  stove.   >^o  loss. 

Oct.  2.— Box  46,  alarm  3.30  p.  m.,  recall  3.40  p.  m. 
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Fire  in  dwelling  owned  by  A.  O.  Co.,  Nortli  St.  Cause 
unkno^TL.  Insured. 

Oct.  6.— Box  47,  alarm  9.10  p.  m.,  recall  9.55  p.  m. 
Fire  in  dwelling  OAvned  by  Joel  Delage,  37  Mechanic 
St.    Cause  unknown.  Insured. 

Dec.  31. — Box  24,  alarm  1.25  a.  m.,  recall  2.45  a.  m. 
Fire  in  dwelling  o^raed  by  James  Pendergast,  Pleas- 
ant St.  Cause,  sparks  from  heater.  Insured. 

Dec.  31. — Box  25,  alarm  1.37  a.  m.,  recall  6.00  a.  m. 
Fire  in  dAvelling  owned  by  Hamilton  Woolen  Co., 
Oliver  St.  Cause,  overheated  stove.  Insured. 

In  submitting  our  report  we  wish  to  state  that  af  - 
ter careful  consideration  and  on  advice  of  competent 
authority,  we  decided  to  rebuild  one  good  steamer 
out  of  the  two  old  ones  we  had;  we  hoped  that  the 
work  would  be  finished  this  year,  but  owing  to  the 
demands  for  government  w^ork,  it  is  not  completed 
yet. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  triple  combination  chemi- 
cal, hose  and  pumping  engine.  At  the  annual  town 
meeting  it  was  voted  to  aj^propriate  $9,000.00  to 
purchase  one.  The  selectmen  with  Mr.  X.  M.  Baker 
and  Chief  Duchesneau  were  elected  to  purchase  same 
and  after  receiving  specification  and  prices  from  the 
principal  manufacturers  gave  the  contract  to  the 
Seagraves  Co.  of  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  apparatus 
was  to  be  delivered  in  Southbridge  in  November, 
1917,  for  $9,000.00,  but  the  company  has  not  been 
able  to  do  so  because  some  of  the  material  used  in 
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the  construction  was  and  is  difficult  to  obtain,  due  to 
war  conditions.  We  hope,  however,  that  the  delivery 
will  be  made  in  the  near  future.  With  this  addition- 
al i)iece  of  apparatus  and  our  rebuilt  steamer,  our 
equipment  will  be  sufficient  to  place  the  town  in  a 
better  insurance  class,  thus  enabling  the  people  to 
get  a  much  lower  rate  on  fire  insurance.  We  recom- 
mend a  permanent  man  to  run  the  triple  combina- 
tion pumps  at  a  salary  of  $1,092.00.  We  recommend 
the  pay  of  the  driver  of  the  auto  hook  and  ladder 
truck  be  increased  from  $900.00  per  annum  to  $1,-  I 
092.00.  As  seen  in  the  list  of  equipment  we  had  to 
discard  considerable  hose  this  year,  and  we  must 
purchase  some  this  coming  year.  We  recommend  an 
appropriation  of  $13,000.00,  this  we  feel  will  be  ! 
enough  for  us  and  it  is  a  smaller  amount  than  last 
year,  considering  it  will  take  care  of  three  perma- 
nent men,  salaries  of  all  the  call  men,  electrician 
and  maintenance  of  department. 

We  respectfully  ask  the  drivers  of  all  kinds  of  ve- 
hicles to  give  the  fire  apparatus  the  right  of  way  \ 
when  going  to  fires. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  people  of  the 
town  for  their  co-operation,  the  owners  and  drivers 
of  horses  for  their  service  and  the  firemen  for  their 
obedience  and  good  work. 

JOSEPH  DUCHESjSTEAU,  Chief, 
LOUIS  LAMOTHE, 
GEOKGE  W.  LAUGHNANE, 
WILLAED  J.  CLAFLIN, 
J0H:N^  J.  HOOAN,  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SEALER 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge,  Mass. : 
I  respectfully  submit  my  report  from  November 


30,         to  November  30,  1917. 

Platform  scales  over  5000  lbs.  adjusted  15 

Platform  scales  OA^er  5000  lbs.  sealed,  16 

Platform  scales  over  5000  lbs.  condemned,  2 

Platform  scales  under  5000  lbs.  adjusted,  4 

Platform  scales  under  5000  lbs.  sealed,  139 

Platform  scales  under  5000  lbs.  condemned,  7 

Counter  scales  adjusted,  65 

Counter  scales  sealed,  125 

Counter  scales  condemned,  18 

Beam  scales  adjusted,  1 

Beam  scales  sealed,  4 
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Beam  scales  condemned,  1 

Spring  scales  adjusted,                         -  2 

Spring  scales  sealed,  119 

Spring  scales  condemned,  7 

Computing  platform  scales  adjusted,  5 

Computing  platform  scales  sealed,  43 

Computing  platform  scales  condemned,  4 

Computing  hanging  scales-  adjusted,  0 

Computing  hanging  scales  sealed,  6 

Computing  hanging  scales  condemned,  2 

Slot  weighing  scales  sealed,  3 

Slot  weighing  sckles  condemned,  1 

Prescrij^tion  scales  sealed,  5 

Prescription  scales  condemned,  1 

Weights,  avoirdupois,  adjusted,  48 

Weights,  avoirdupois,  sealed,  1024 

Weights,  avoirdupois,  condemned,  73 

Weights,  apothecary,  adjusted,  18 

Weights,  apothecary,  sealed,  67 

Weights,  apothecary,  condemned,  9 

Weights,  metric,  adjusted,  15 

Weights,  metric,  sealed,  60 

Weights,  troy,  sealed,  49 

Dry  measures,  sealed,  10 

Liquid  measures  sealed,  190 

Liquid  measures  condemned,  9 

Oil  measure  pumps  adjusted,  1 

Oil  measure  pumps  sealed.  23 

Oil  measure  pumps  condemned,  5 

Molasses  measuring  pumps  sealed,  14 
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Molasses  measuring  pumps  condemned,  4 

Milk  jars  sealed,  14 

Ice  ^ream  cans  sealed,  149 

Yard  measures  sealed,  45 

Yard  measures  condemned,  1 

Tape  measures  sealed,  1 

Measuring  machine,  1 


During  the  rear  three  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-nine  inspections  were  made  of  stores,  milk- 
wagons,  junk  dealers,  hawkers  and  pedlers,  itinerant 
vendors,  coal  dealers,  ice  dealers,  hay,  butter,  dry 
commodities,  meat,  provisions,  vegetables,  bread, 
furit,  etc.,  besides  frequent  visits  not  recorded. 

The  department  has  received  few  complaints  of 
short  weights  this  year,  although  many  violations 
of  the  law  were  noted  and  quickly  adjusted.  All  of 
the  violations  except  one,  who  paid  a  fine,  were  slight 
and  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  bring  them  to  the 
attention  of  the  court. 

More  incorrect  scales  have  been  seized  and  con- 
demned during  the  last  year  and  are  held  at  the 
Sealer's  office. 

The  duties  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures are  becoming  more  important  and  harder  each 
year,  as  the  Government  and  State  inspectors  require 
more  work  and  time  put  in  the  position  to  stop  fraud 
and  deceit  and  give  a  greater  protection  to  the  pur- 
chasing public. 

The  inventory  of  the  Sealer's  department  taken  in 
December  by  Fred  Adams,  Albert  E.  Brown  and  Os- 
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car  Gatineau  gave  the  amount  of  $364.50. 

During  the  year  22  hawkers  and  pedlers,  and  junk 
dealers  have  taken  a  license  and  paid  the  t^wn 
$395.00. 

Fees  collected  during  the  year  and  paid  to  the 
Town  Treasurer,  $139.29. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

FELIX  GATINEAU, 

Sealer. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LIBRARIAN 


Trustees  of  J acoh  Edwards  Memorial  Library 


George  Grant 
Fred  E.  Corbin 
Louis  O.  Rieutord 

For  tlie  Town 


John  M.  Cochran 
Francis  L.  Chapin 
John  E.  Paige 

For  the  Fund 


Librarian 
Ella  E.  Miersch 


Assistants 


Mabel  W.  Plimpton 


Ruth  Beecher 
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J  anitor 

Fred  Gelineau 

Library  Hours 

Week  Days,  except  Jan.  1,  Memorial  Day,  Fourth  of 
July,  Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christ- 
mas :— 10  to  12  a.  m.,  2  to  5.30 ;  6.30  to  9  p.  m. 


Librarian's  Report 

The  Library  has  added  during  the  year  523  vol- 
umes, making  the  total  number  of  volumes  in  the 
library  22,636.  The  books  for  which  there  is  natur- 
ally at  present  the  greatest  demand  are  those  on  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  war.  We  have  bought  a 
good  number  of  highly  interesting  books  about  the 
war,  as  well  as  books  on  military  training,  aviation 
and  submarines.  We  have  also  added  a  new  set  of 
Shakespeare,  Funk  &  Wagnall's  "^ew  standard  dic- 
tionary" and  the  "Standard  reference  work"  (an  en- 
cyclopedia for  children's  use).  A  bulletin,  contain- 
ing a  list  of  all  the  books  added  in  1917  can  be  ob- 
tained free  of  charge  at  the  library. 

The  use  of  the  books,  both  for  reference  and  home 
use,  increases  constantly,  48,384  volumes  were  taken 
out  during  1917 ;  five  years  ago  38,971  were  taken 
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out  and  ten  years  ago  30^216  volumes  were  circu- 
lated. 

The  Massachusetts  librar}^  commission  has  kind- 
ly added  small  collections  of  books  in  Swedish  and 
Polish  to  the  Italian  and  Greek  "Libraries"  which 
they  had  sent  us  preyiously.  All  of  these  are  being 
used  by  our  toAraspeople,  the  Polish  most  of  all,  with 
the  Greek  a  close  second. 

We  were  asked  by  the  Library  War  Council  to  col- 
lect both  books  and  money  for  libraries  for  our  sol- 
diers. Oyer  600  volumes  and  $240.68  were  contribu- 
ted for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  many  periodicals. 

The  high  cost  of  living  affects  the  library  as  well 
as  everybody  and  everything  else.  The  increasing 
cost  of  all  supplies,  of  books  and  binding  and  coal 
makes  itself  felt  in  every  purchase.  Meantime  our 
needs  and  the  demands  upon  us  are  constantly  in- 
creasing. 


ELLA  E.  MIEKSCH, 


Librarian, 


Accessions 


Bound  volumes  in  library  Jan.  1,  1917, 
Added  by  purchase, 
Added  by  gifts. 
Added  by  binding  periodicals, 


383 
71 
69 


22,199 


523 


22,722 
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Wornout  books,  193 
Keplaced,  107 

  86 


22,636 

Registration 

Names  registered  to  January  1,  1917,  3493 
Names  registered  in  1917,  669 


Names  now  registered  at  the  Library,  4162 

Circulation 

Days  library  was  open,  307 

Volumes  circulated,  48,384 

Average  daily  use,  158 

Smallest  daily  use  Jan.  1,  17 

Largest  daily  use,  March  10,  344 

Smallest  monthly  use,  September,  3249 

Largest  monthly  use,  March,  5151 

Amount  received  from  fines,  $181.22 
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Financial  Statement 
Receipts 

Town  appropriation, 

Expenditures 


$5,000  00 


Salaries, 

Light, 

Coal, 

Books, 

Binding, 

Equipment, 

Repairs, 

Supplies, 

Printing, 

Expenses, 

Periodicals, 


$2,564  84 
214  43 
665  75 
612  98 
151  35 
68  32 
150  98 
122  44 
44  00 
186  00 
217  75 


$4,998  84 
$1  16 


Mynott  Fund 


To   January  1,  1917, 
Interest  to  Jan.  1,  1918. 


$1,038  19 
41  92 


Expenditures 
To  boolvs  and  periodicals, 


$1,080  11 


76  83 


$1,003  28 


* 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge,  Mass. : 
The  Cemetery  Committee  organized  Avith  Geo.  H. 
Hartwell,  Jr.,  as  chairman  and  John  E.  Seagrave  as 
clerk.  Monthly  meetings  were  held  and  we  have  at- 
tempted to  systematize  the  affairs  of  the  committee 
and  conduct  them  in  a  business-like  manner. 

We  were  fortunate  in  securing  Samuel  W.  Wil- 
liams for  superintendent,  whose  rej^ort  we  render 
as  a  part  of  our  o^oi.  With  Robert  Christianson  as 
foreman  in  charge  of  the  yard  we  believe  we  have  the 
best  man  obtainable  and  we  hope  to  retain  him  an- 
other year. 

The  committee's  permanent  fund  has  increased  no- 
ticeably this  year,  due  to  Mr.  Williams'  untiring  ef- 
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forts.  YVe  also  wisli  to  report  the  purchase  of  some 
of  the  second  Liberty  Bonds,  which  appear  in  our 
list  of  interest-drawing  accounts. 

We  feel  that  owing  to  the  high  rates  of  labor  we 
must  have  an  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars ($1200)  for  the  coming  year  to  keep  up  the 
standard  of  the  past. 


Kespectfully  submitted, 
GEO.  H.  HARTWELL,  JR.,  Chairman. 
JOHN  E.  SEAGRAYE,  Clerk. 
DAXIEL  T.  MORRILL. 
WILLIAM  EDWARDS. 
CLARENCE  F.  MORSE. 
H.  C.  CADY. 


I  hereby  render  an  account  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  Oak  Ridge  Cemetery  for  the  year  ending  Jan. 
1,  1918. 

Perpetual  Care  mone}  s  received  from 


Lots  sold  moneys  received  from  Apr.  1, 


Moneys  received  from  Jan.  1,  1917,  to 


Apr.  1,  1917,  to  Jan.  1,  1918, 


$1,890  00 


1917,  to  Jan.  1, 1918, 


250  00 


Apr.  1, 1917, 


1,005  00 


$3,145  00 


Expenditures 


Appropriation 


$800  00 
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Interest, 

Orders  dra^TO, 
Balance  on  hand, 


808  43 

  $1,608  43 

$1,600  66 
7  77 

  $1,608  43 

S.  W.  WILLIAMS,  Sttpt 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  of  South- 
bridge. 
Gentlemen : 

In  compliance  with  the  town  ordinance,  I  here- 
with submit  for  your  consideration  the  seventh  an- 
nual report  of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1917.  The  organization  of  the 
Police  Department  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was 
as  follows : 


Chief 


^Tapoleon  Griroux 


Patrolmen 


Pierre  A.  Cormier 
Ulric  Brault 


Patrick  Donnally 
Alpherie  Duplessis 
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Daniel  Bliite 
Oliver  Paul,  Jr. 


Honore  St.  Martin 
Joseph  Paqnin 


StihsUtutes 


Eusebe  Laliberty 


Desk  Officer 
Andrew  M.  Higgins 

J anitor  and  Lock-up  Keeper 
Joseph  D.  Proulx 
Constables 


Pierre  A.  Caplette 
Business  of  the  Police  Department 


Business  performed  by  the  Department  during  the 
year  expiring  December  31,  1917 :  Total  number  of 
arrests,  367 ;  arrests  on  warrants,  43 ;  324  without 
warrants ;  males,  348 ;  females,  19 ;  minors,  44 ;  non- 
residents, 86 ;  residents,  281. 


Andrew  M.  Higgins 


Patrick  Donnally 


Offences 


Drunl^enness,  137 ;  neglect,  9 ;  assault,  33 ;  larceny, 
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21 ;  disturbing  the  peace,  19 ;  maliciously  destroying 
proi^erty,  9;  vagrants,  20;  breaking  glass,  1;  adul- 
tery, 2;  break  and  entering,  16;  making  disturbance 
on  cars,  1 ;  delirium  tremens,  4 ;  affray,  4 ;  intent  to 
rape,  1 ;  breaking  probation,  2 ;  bastardy,  5 ;  common 
drunkard,  6;  carrying  dangerous  weapons,  4:  sodo- 
my, 1;  selling  renovated  butter,  2;  violating  auto- 
mobile laws,  22 ;  recklessly  operating  automobile,  2 ; 
bigamy,  1;  keeping  liquor  Avith  intent  to  sell,  3;  op- 
erating automobile  Avitliout  a  license,  3;  peddling 
without  a  license,  1 ;  trespassing,  2 ;  assault  with  in- 
tent to  rape,  2;  exposure  of  person,  2;  practising 
medicine,  1;  lascivious  cohabitation,  2;  disorderly 
house,  2 ;  arson,  1 ;  runaway  boys,  3 ;  gaming  on  the 
Lord's  day,  5 ;  habitual  absentees,  3 ;  receiving  stolen 
goods,  1 ;  for  observation,  (3 ;  assault  and  battery,  6 ; 
beggars,  2. 

Disposition  of  Cases 

Discharged,  19;  released,  105;  probation,  21;  on 
file,  29 ;  to  state  board  of  charity,  3 ;  Massachusetts 
Eef ormatory,  1 ;  lined,  86 ;  House  of  Correction,  22 ; 
held  for  grand  jury,  11 ;  appeals,  12 ;  Shirley  School, 
5 ;  Lyman  School,  2 ;  State  Farm,  4 ;  returned  to  State 
Farm,  2;  nol  pross,  4;  suspended  sentences,  9;  or- 
dered to  leave  the  state,  10 ;  defaulted,  2 ;  ordered  to 
leave  the  district,  6 ;  on  file  and  pay  costs,  14. 

Occupation 

At  home,  12 ;  mill  hand,  1 ;  junk  dealer,  1 ;  labor- 
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ers,  218 ;  carpenters,  2 ;  bakers,  5 ;  none,  10 ;  weavers, 
15 ;  machinists,  3 ;  farmers,  16 ;  clerk,  1 ;  plumber,  4 ; 
tailor,  2;  at  school,  12;  second-hand  store,  3;  physi- 
cian, 1 ;  retired,  3 ;  reporter,  1 ;  musician,  1 ;  cobbler, 
2;  firemen,  3;  grocer,  5;  electrician,  2;  contractors, 
4 ;  manufacturer,  1 ;  liveryman,  1 ;  chopper,  3 ;  florist, 
1 ;  grinder,  1 ;  chauffeur,  3 ;  blacksmith,  3 ;  peddler,  1.; 
soldier,  2;  spinner,  1;  painters,  4;  fruit  dealer,  1; 
waitress,  5;  waiter,  1;  finisher,  1;  hostler,  1;  slate 
roofer,  1. 

Number  of  lights  put  during  the  year,  210;  num- 
ber of  doors  found  unlocked,  42 ;  value  of  property  re- 
ported lost,  $11.20;  recovered,  $11.13;  number  of  ac- 
.  cidents  reported  during  the  year,  62;  drowned  3; 
dead  bodies  found,  3. 

Complaints  during  the  year,  3,648 ;  each  have  been 
investigated  and  satisfaction  given  to  the  complain- 
ant. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  convey  my  thanks  for  kind 
assistance  and  hearty  co-operation  to  your  Honor- 
able Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Town  officials,  and 
in  this  I  am  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Police  De- 
partment as  a  whole,  as  well  as  my  own.  It  has  been 
a  great  pleasure  to  have  you  keep  in  such  close  touch 
with  the  department  and  its  work  for  the  past  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

IS'APOLEON^  GIROUX, 

GMef  of  Police, 

Southbridge,  Mass.,  Dec.  31,  1917. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


The  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge  submit 
the  f olloAving  report  for  the  year  1917 : 
Town  Appropriation,  $233,322  24 

Less  estimated 

revenue,     $32,000  00 
State  In- 
come Tax,     7,261  42 

 $39,261  42 

 —  $194,060  82 

State  Tax,  20,790  00 

County  Tax,  9,267  00. 

State  Highway  Tax,  1,207  90 

Auditing  Municipal  Accounts,  277  28 
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Overlayings,  4,657  34 

Total  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxes,  $230,260  34 

Valuation  Real  Estate 

April  1, 1917,  $6,045,445  00 

Tax  on  Eeal  Estate,  $157,181  57 

Valuation  Personal  Es- 

state  April  1,  1917,  2,312  558  00 

Tax  on  Personal  Estate,  60,126  51 

Valuation  Resident 

Bank  Stock,  170,779  00 

Tax  on  Resident  Stock,  4,440  26 

I^umber  of  Polls  As- 
sessed, 4256  at  $2.00,  8,512  00 


Total  Valuation,  $8,528,782  00 


Total  Taxes  Assessed,  $230,260  34 

Valuation  Non-Resident 

Bank  Stock,  $46,221  00 

Tax  on  Non-Resident 

Bank  Stock,  $1,201  71 

Sewer  Apportionments  Assessed,  296  87 


Total  amount  of  Warrant  to  Collector 

S^pt.  4,  1917,  $231,758  92 

Worcester.  Con.  St.  Rwy  Co.,  Excise 

Tax,  i  QQg  92 

December  Assessment : 

Number  of  Polls  assessed,  14 
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at  $2.00,  28  00 

Yaliiation  Keal  EMate,      $10,960  00 
Tax  on  Eeal  Estate,  284  96 


Total  amount  to  Collector  for  1917,  $233,740  80 
Total  Assessed  Valuation  December 

31, 1917,  $8,539,742  00 

Tax  Eate  per  Thousand,  26  00 


KespectfuUy  submitted, 
AXTOlis^E  FAELAXD, 
PHILEAS  F.  X.  CASSAVAXT, 
WILLIAM  H.  McGILPIX, 

Assessors  of  Soitthhridge, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SEWER 
COMMISSIONERS 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge : 

Yonr  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  herewith 
submit  their  report  for  the  year  1917. 

Work  was  resumed  at  the  junction  of  Savles  and 
Glover  Streets  on  March  30th,  1917,  and  carried 
through  as  had  been  contemplated  and  was  finished 
the  latter  part  of  July,  1917.  The  Avork  on  Glover 
Street  extends  to  a  point  opposite  the  residence 
of  A.  Clarke,  having  laid  3753.2  feet  of  sewer. 
This  increases  the  total  mileage  to  16.2  miles  of 
sewer. 

There  are  now  connected  to  the  sewer  system  1079 
buildings,  including  manufacturing  plants,  schools, 
jniblic  buildings,  tenement  houses,  and  residences. 
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These  buildings  empty  into  the  sewer  2717  closets, 
2412  sinks,  861  bath  tubs,  912  bowls,  112  wash  trays, 
92  urinals,  1  soda  fountain,  1  grease  trap,  4  dentist 
cusi)idors,  18  floor  drains  and  2  refrigerators. 

The  construction  of  Dresser,  Orchard,  Sayles, 
Glover  and  High  Street  sewers  completed  in  July, 
1917,  makes  a  total  of  3753.2  feet  at  the  cost  of 
$10,717.90.  Assessment  on  the  above  sewer  was  lev- 
ied in  1917  as  follows : 

Total  cost  of  construction,  $10,717  90 

One-third  payable  by  the  town,  3,572  63 

Two-thirds  payable  by  the  abutters,  7,145  27 

Total  .number  of  assessable  feet,  6266.13 
Assessable  rate  per  foot,  1.1403 
Following  the  suggestion  submitted  us,  we  im- 
mediately got  in  touch  with  a  consulting  engineer, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Symonds,  who  also  w^as  recommended  us 
by  the  State  to  give  us  an  estimate  complete  of  the 
cost  of  construction  following  the  suggestions  as  re- 
ceived in  the  report  submitted  by  the  State. 

The  complete  report  on  estimate  of  construction 
was  received  by  us  on  Feb.  11th,  1918,  and  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Finance  Committee  on  Feb.  11th,  1918. 

In  reference  to  an  appropriation  for  sewer  main- 
tenance, we  require  $2,000.00  to  carry  on  the  work 
in  a  satisfactorw  manner. 

H.  U.  BAIL, 
GEORGE  W.  DUMAS, 
JOSEPH  A.  ALLARD, 

Sewer  Commissioners, 
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Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners, 

Soutlibridge,  Mass., 
Gentlemen : 

The  following  report  on  sewer  construction  during 
the  past  year  is  submitted  at  your  request. 

On  the  30th  of  March  work  was  commenced  on 
Glover  Street  at  the  corner  of  Sayles  Street,  this  be- 
ing the  point  where  w^ork  was  halted  in  1916. 

A  small  quantity  of  ledge  was  encountered  at  the 
start.  Grayel,  hardpan  and  boulders  followed  to 
High  Street.   Max.  cut  61/2  feet. 

A  short  section  was  then  laid  on  High  Street,  run- 
ning northerly  toward  South  Street.  This  section 
was  through  grayel  and  Ayas  accomj^lished  easily. 

The  work  on  Gloyer  Street  was  then  picked  up 
again  and  carried  through  to  a  point  opposite  resi- 
dence of  Albert  C.  Clarke.  This  portion  of  the  work 
was  through  hardpan  and  boulder  formation,  which 
was  yery  difficult  to  excavate.  Work  was  completed 
the  latter  part  of  July.  Max.  cut  through  this  sec- 
tion was  12  feet.  Average  throughout  of  7  feet. 

Complete  records  of  lines,  grades  and  location  of 
sewer  openings  have  been  kept. 

An  assessment  plan  covering  the  entire  work  of 
the  seasons  1916  and  1917,  showing  location  and 
grade  of  sewers  and  also  all  sewer  openings,  was 
turned  over  to  your  board  in  October. 

The  board  has  not  employed  an  inspector  during 
the  past  season.  Individual  members  have,  however, 
kept  constant  watch  over  the  work. 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  test  pits  have  been  dug 
at  the  Sandersdale  Filtration  area  in  accordance 
with  orders  from  the  State  Board  of  Plealth. 

J.  A.  CHRISTENSON. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TAX  COLLECTOR 


1917  Taxes 

Assessors'  Warrant,  $231,462  05 
Excise  Tax,  1,668  93 

December  Warrant,  312  96 

  $233,443  94 

Collected  to  Dec. 

31, 1917,  $193,268  62 
Collected  to  Feb. 

1,  1918,  4,359  87 

  $197,628  49 


Excise  Tax  Collected,  1,668  93 

Abatements,  304  07 

 $199,601  49 


Balance  uncollected  Feb.  1,  1918,  $33,842  45 


132 


REPORT  OF  TAX  COLLECTOR 


1916  Taxes 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1917,  $23,535  71 
Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1917,     $19,091  00 
Abatements,                              13  08 

  $19,104  08 


Balance  Jan.  1,  1918,  $4,431  63 


1915  Taxes 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1917,  $4,757  50 
Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1917,      $3,345  86 
Abatements,                          1,212  00 

  $4,557  86 


Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1918,  $199  64 

1914  Taxes 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1, 1917,  $79  34 

Collected  to  Dec.  31, 1917,  ^  $57  34 
Abatements,  22  00 

  $79  34 

1914  Taxes  closed  out 


Street  Oiling  Assessment 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1917,  $2,500  00 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1917,  1^599  50 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1918,  $900  50 
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Sidewalk  Assessments 

Balance  uncollected 

Jan.  1,  1917,  $1,441  52 

Committed  in  1917,  899  36 

  $2,340  88 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1917,  1,390  53 


Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1917,  $950  35 

Kespectfully  yours, 

E.  E.  GABREE, 
Collector. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TOWN  CLERK 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 


1917 : 

Number  of  marriages,  169 

Number  of  deaths,  202 

Number  of  births,  368 
Number  of  dogs  licensed  in  1917 : 

Males,  282 

Females,  25 

Breeders,  2 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  W.  BUCKLEY, 

Town  Clerk, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  OFTHE  POOR 


In  presenting  this  report  for  1917,  we  wisli  to  ex- 
press to  tlie  Selectmen  and  members  of  the  town  gov- 
ernment how  much  Ave  appreciate  their  co-operation 
during  the  past  year. 

The  phenomenal  industrial  prosperity  throughout 
the  country,  due  to  the  present  European  War,  has 
been  shared  by  the  manufacturing  establishments 
of  Southbridge  to  such  an  extent  that  labor  is  at  a 
premium,  and  no  able-bodied  person  need  be  idle. 

To  the  uninformed  it  may  appear  that  because  of 
the  present  favorable  industrial  conditions,  the  ap- 
plicants for  aid  would  be  limited  to  an  insignificant 
number,  but  such  is  not  the  case ;  for  even  during  the 
most  prosperous  times  there  are  those  who,  through 
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the  influences  of  misfortune  and  with  the  greatly  ad- 
yanced  prices  in  commodities,  are  brought  face  to 
face  with  poverty. 

Owing  to  the  growth  of  an  altruistic  sentiment 
and  the  increasing  tendency  of  human  nature  to  take 
advantage  of  public  charity,  the  number  of  applica- 
tions for  relief  is  becoming  greater  from  year  to  year. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  public  sentiment  demands  and 
-  the  legislation  enacted  in  recent  years  provides  for 
more  adequate  relief  than  was  the  case  a  few  years 
ago,  and  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  are  in  a  great 
measure  compelled  to  follow  the  trend  of  the  times. 
When,  to  the  imagination  of  the  poor,  the  public 
treasury  is  inexhaustible,  it  requires  special  effort 
to  keep  the  expense  down  to  a  small  per  capita  cost 
while  at  the  same  time  treating  in  an  efficient  and 
humane  manner  all  cases  to  be  dealt  with. 

When  application  for  aid  is  made,  we  endeavor 
to  give  each  applicant  a  sympathetic  hearing  either 
in  our  office  or  in  the  home  of  the  applicant.  Among 
those  who  seek  aid  are  many  Ayidows  having  children 
dependent  on  them  for  support.  Also,  there  are 
many  families  in  which  the  father  through  sickness 
becomes  physically  incapacitated  from  performing 
any  kind  of  work  and  this  curtails  the  resources  of 
the  family.  Furthermore,  there  are  aged  people 
whose  earning  power  has  become  insufficient  to  fully 
provide  for  the  family  needs,  and  as  many  of  these 
persons  are  averse  to  being  cared  for  in  the  Alms- 
house, it  becomes  necessary  to  supplement  their 
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meagre  income  with  an  allowance. 

There  seems  to  be  the  belief  that  the  state  and  mu- 
nicipal authorities  should  do  much  more  than  has 
been  done  in  the  past  for  the  promotion  of  social 
welfare.  It  is  desirable  that  we  attempt  to  learn  the 
causes  responsible  for  the  distress  and,  so  far  as 
possible,  to  eliminate  them. 

We  endeavor  in  some  cases  to  procure  employment 
for  members  of  families  and  arrange  for  the  trans- 
fer to  more  sanitary  quarters.  In  other  words,  we 
not  only  give  relief  but  try  to  change  conditions 
which  cause  poverty. 

Outdoor  relief  is  being  administered  today  in  such 
a  way  as  to  not  only  prevent  pauperizing  families, 
but  to  rehabilitate  them,  and  to  do  this  requires  more 
adequate  relief  than  has  been  the  custom  of  giving  in 
the  past. 

Almshouse 

At  the  beginning  of  the  planting  season  one  of  our 
horses  at  the  farm  was  found  in  no  condition  to  do 
the  hea^^"  work  required.  It  became  necessary  for 
this  Board  to  find  the  means  of  overcoming  this  hand- 
icap to  our  warden  who  desired  in  these  times  most 
of  all  to  get  extra  good  results  from  his  farniing  ac- 
tivities. 

With  all  due  precautions  as  to  the  soundenss  of  the 
horses  and  protection  of  the  to^ra's  interest  in  a  legal 
way,  we  purchased  a  pair  of  greys  which  are  six 
years  old  and  weigh  about  2900  pounds. 
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This  pair  is  more  adapted  to  the  hilly  topography 
of  the  farm  and  are  heavy  enough  to  haul  the  coal 
necessary  for  the  Almshouse  up  one  of  the  steepest 
hills  in  this  vicinity. 

We  appreciate  the  good-will  of  those  business  men, 
who,  during  the  harvesting  season,  assisted  our  war- 
den in  getting  in  the  very  heavy  crop  which  we  Avere 
fortunate  in  having. 

We  appreciate  the  good  work  of  our  Avarden,  who 
has  always  been  complimented  by  the  State  authori- 
ties, and  have  engaged  his  services  for  another  year. 

EUGENE  MATTE, 
PHILIBEET  QUEVILLON, 
OSCAR  F.  GATINEAU, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Inventory  at  Almshouse  for  1917 

Class  No.  1 — Live  Stock : 

1  pair  grey  horses,  value  $650  00 
1  pair  gray  and  black,  value  225  00 
1  driving  mare,  value  250  00 

 $1,125  00 


Cattle : 

17  head    valued  at 
Pigs  25,  valued  at 
FoAvls  and  chickens 


$850  00 
540  00 
68  00 
  $2,583  00 
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Class  2: 

Grrain  and  feed 

$876  95 

Class  3: 

Lumber  and  fuel 

249  90 

Class  4: 

Vegetables,  etc. 

390  95 

Class  5: 

Preserves 

107  45 

Class  6: 

Groceries 

61  17 

Furniture,  etc. 

663  30 

Crockery  and  tinware 

825  85 

Farming  and  tools 

1,779  43 

Grand  Total  $7,537  57 

AETHUK  HOEWOOD, 
JOHN  HALPi:\^, 
AKSENE  GIEAKD, 

Appraisers. 
EUGE:NrE  MATTE, 
PHILIBERT  QUEVILLO:^^, 
OSCAE  GATIXEAU, 

Overseers  of  Poor, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

PLAYGROUND  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Members  of  tlie  Soutlibridge  Playground 

Committee : 
Gentlemen : 

Tke  Soutlibridge  Playgrounds,  six  in  number, 
opened  tbe  season  July  9,  and  continued  for  seven 
weeks. 

The  attendance  of  1029  children  opening  day 
proves  their  appreciation  of  the  opportunities  offer- 
ed them  for  physical  development.  This  attendance 
continued  until  the  extremely  hot  weather  in  August. 

A  new  feature  of  the  work  was  the  teaching  of 
swimming  at  the  bathing  beach  at  the  "Big  Pond." 
A  crib  establishing  a  safety  zone  Avas  placed  and 
children  were  able  to  enjoy  bathing  without  fear  of 
accident.    Swimming  classes  were  formed  and  les- 
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sons  were  given  Monday  and  Tuesday  morning  each 
week  from  nine  o'clock  to  eleven  o'clock.  There  were 
two  classes  for  girls  and  two  classes  for  boys.  The 
swimming  instructors,  Miss  Florence  Kowley  for  the 
girls,  and  Ernest  Coderre  for  the  boys,  report  as 
follows: 

Total  number  of  girls  using  the  beach  dur- 


ing lessons,  265 

AA^erage  attendance  (girls)  in  each  class,  38 

Xumber  who  learned  to  swim  in  each  class,  15 

NumbeT  Avho  had  already  been  taught  the  rud-  ^ 

iments  of  swimming  and  perfected  the 

art,  23 
Total  number  of  boys  using  the  beach  during 

lesson  period,  150 

Average  number  attending  classes,  30 

Average  number  who  learned  to  sAvim,  30 


It  is  thought  that  another  year  the  classes  will  be 
even  more  popular,  as  the  parents  now  realize  the 
care  and  protection  given  the  children  during  the  les- 
son periods.  Many  children  came  during  those  hours 
to  enjoy  bathing. 

The  plan  to  introduce  new  lines  of  industrial  work 
for  boys,  as  brush  making,  and  rope  rugs  was  aban- 
doned because  it  was  impossible  to  secure  material. 
The  industrial  work  carried  on  consisted  of  chair 
caning,  and  articles  made  of  reed  and  raphia,  cro- 
cheting, knitting,  embroidery  and  rug  making.  The 
exhibits  of  work  at  the  various  grounds  at  close  of 
season  showed  that  the  children  are  becoming  skill- 
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ed  in  the  hand  crafts.  Xnniber  of  articles  complet- 
ed, 1077. 

The  work  which  was  done  in  connection  with  the 
Surgical  Dressings  Committee  and  the  American 
Eed  Cross  was  a  new  and  interesting  feature. 

The  children  made  a  total  of  2150  dressings,  in- 
cluding 1123  fomentations,  1027  eye  dressings;  the 
younger  children  cut  cloth  for  clippings  used  to  fill 
the  comfort  jdIHows  for  soldiers  and  also  donated 
many  bundles  of  material  useful  for  dressings. 

Assisted  by  their  mothers  and  interested  friends 
the  children  knitted  enough  squares  to  make  three  of 
the  extra  hospital  bed  covers.  On  soldiers'  day  pen- 
nies were  brought  and  the  amount  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  ($2.50)  was  contributed  and  given  to 
the  Surgical  Dressings  Committee  to  assist  in  buying 
material.  A  broad  field  along  this  line  presents  itself 
for  the  coming  season. 

The  greater  part  of  the  session  is  devoted  to  play 
and  physical  development,  thirty  active  games,  fif- 
teen quiet  games  were  taught,  also  eighteen  new 
Folk  Dances.  The  athletic  work  was  carried  on  as 
in  previous  years,  the  badge  test  being  given  both 
girls  and  boys  with  success. 

Baseball  and  basketball  were  popular  as  ever,  al- 
so volley  ball. 

Library  books  loaned  by  the  Jacob  Edward  Li- 
brary were  in  constant  demand.  Story  telling  was 
very  popular.  Among  the  special  days  the  most  pop- 
ular was  picnic  day  at  the  kindergarten  grounds  and 
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througli  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Delage  the  children  of 
Union  Street  ground  enjoyed  an  auto  ride  to  their 
picnic  at  the  reservoir. 

The  last  Aveek  each  ground  had  a  carnival  and  spe- 
cial programs. 

It  is  said  that  "team  work  will  win  the  war."  Our 
boys  and  girls  are  being  taught  team  work  on  the 
playgrounds  and  are  beginning  to  show  a  fine  team 
_  spirit.  American  boys  are  going  from  the  play- 
ground to  the  battle-ground,  the  number  of  men  re- 
jected because  of  physical  unfitness  warns  us  to  use 
every  effort' to  give  the  girls  and  boys  an  opportun- 
ity for  physical  development. 

Children's  Play— A  Patriotic  Call 

"Public  provision  for  recreation  is  not  a  luxury  to 
be  cut  off  but  a  necessity  to  be  conserved."  Miss  Julia 
C.  Lathrop,  chief  of  the  Children's  Bureau  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Labor,  in  discussing 
the  report  on  "Facilities  for  Children's  Play  in  the 
District  of  Columbia/'  which  h^s  just  been  issued  bv 
the  Bureau,  said : — 

"An  English  authority  has  lately  pointed  out  the 
demoralization  to  boys  and  girls  caused  by  the  break- 
ing-down of  clubs  and  the  withdrawal  to  the  army  of 
recreation  leaders,  and  he  has  traced  much  of  the  in- 
crease in  juvenile  delinquency  in  England  to  the 
chaos  in  recreation  activities  which  has  prevailed 
since  the  war. 
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"This  is  a  good  time  to  remind  ourselves  tliat  the 
contimiance  and  development  of  all  types  of  inno- 
cent and  healthful  recreation  in  every  community  of- 
fer a  call  to  patriotic  service  for  many  who  cannot 
go  to  the  front.  The  strain  and  anxiety  which  are 
certain  to  grow  in  this  country  for  an  indefinite 
period  ahead  of  us  need  to  be  counterbalanced  by 
greater  community  elfort  to  provide  oi^portunity  for 
wholesome  play." 

The  report  on  children's  play  in  Washington  de- 
scribes the  various  sections  of  the  city  and  the  extent 
of  the  playgrounds  and  athletic  fields  provided  by 
the  District  Government,  b}"  the  public  schools,  and 
in  connection  with  the  federal  parks.  It  includes  an 
analysis  of  distance  and  population  in  relation  to 
l^lay  facilities  and  makes  recommendations  for  the 
further  de^velopment  of  recreation  in  Washington. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Channing  M.  Wells, 
the  children  at  Elm  Street  enjoyed  a  merry-go-round 
this  summer. 

The  supervisor  wishes  to  thank  all  those  who  in 
any  way  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  work  espe- 
cially the  committee  who  gave  freely  much  of  their 
valuable  time  to  plan  the  work. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

MARGARET  G.  BUTLER. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SINKING  FUND 
COMMISSIONERS 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge: 

We  respectfully  submit  our  report  for  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1917. 

The  funds  are  deposited  in  the  following  banks: 

Amherst  Savings  Bank,  $941  58 

Clinton  Savings  Bank,  1,009  28 

Dedham  Institution  for  Savings,  811  80 

Fitchburg  Savings  Bank,  856  92 

Leominster  Savings  Bank,  1,195  04 

Leicester  Savings  Bank,  836  02 

Natick  Savings  Bank,  694  41 

Salem  Savings  Bank,  970  10 

Suffolk  (Boston)  Savings  Bank  998  06 

Southbridge  Savings  Bank,  2,087  43 

Ware  Savings  Bank,  828  02 

Webster  Savings  Bank,  1,033  52 
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Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 

8G1  46 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 

795  64 

Worcester  Peoples  Savings  Bank, 

1,049  62 

W^orcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 

735  08 

$15,703  98 

City  oi  Augusta  Water  Bonds, 

$16,000  00 

«tl>ol,7uo  yo 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

F.  E.  CHICOINE, 

LOUIS  G.  DUPUIS, 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 

Outstanding  Bills  to  Dec.  31, 

1917 

Schools 

$3,626  59 

Police  Department, 

34  30 

Election  and  Registration, 

425  35 

Fire  Department, 

92  58 

Playgrounds, 

315  87 

Poor  Department 

4,398  81 

Public  Library, 

7  00 

Bridges, 

79  95 

Highway, 

90  93 

Permanent  Roads, 

381  23 

Moth  Extermination, 

10  50 

Tax  Collector, 

105  00 

Sewer  Maintenance, 

690  45 

$10,258  56 


RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1918 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Moderator    $     50  00         Law    650  00 

Selectmen    1,700  00         Town  Clerk    625  00 

Accountan    1,300  00  Election  and  Registra- 

Trea  surer                                                tion    1,500  00 

Tax  Collector   1,350  00         Town  Kail    2,500  00 

Assessors    3,500  00 

.  PROTECTION  TO  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police  Department   13,900  00  Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Fire  Department   13,000  00  Measures    900  00 

Tree  Warden   300  00         Forest  Fires    500  00 

Moth  Extermination .  .  100  00 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health. . , . . .     5,500  00         Main  and  Hamilton  St. 

Sewer  Maintenance...     2,000  00  Cl-eaning    1,400  00 

General  Cleaning   1,000  00 

HIGHWAYS 

Highway    8,500  00         Street  Lights   14,000  00 

Bridges    500  00         Maintenance  of  Perma- 

Sidewalk  Repairs   2,000  00  neut  Roads   2.000  00 

Railings    200  00         Street  Oiling    2,500  00 

CHARITIES  AND  SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 

Outside  Relief   7,800  00  Military  Aid    400  00 

Alnisliouse    4.200  00  Soldiers'  Relief   1,600  00 

Mothers'  Aid   6,000  00  Soldiers'  Burials   150  00 

State  Aid    1,800  00 

EDUCATION 

Schools    49,000  00  Jacob  Edwards  Public 

Library   

RECREATtON 

Playgrounds  and  Bath- 
ing Pool   2,500  00 

CELEBRATION 

Pul)lic  Band  Concerts       250  00 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Damage    to    Persons                        Care  of  Town  Clock..  50  00 

and  I'ersonal  Prop-                         Annual  Reports   500  00 

erty                                500  00         AYater  and  Ice  Supply  6,9S0  00 

Insurance                         2,400  00          Cemetery  Improvement  SOO  00 

Memorial     Day     and                        Interest    16.129  36 

Care  of  (iraves                300  00         Maturing  Debt    2.S.750  00 

Searching  Parties              100  00         Pensions    396  00 


TOWN  WARRANT 

MARCH  4,  1918 

Worcester^  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  South- 
bridge,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,      GREETINa : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts YOU  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Southbridge,  aforesaid,  quali- 
fied to  vote  in  town  affairs  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall 
in  said  Southbridge,  on  Monday,  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1918,  at  5.45  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  to  act  on 
the  following  articles : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  over 
said  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  choose  by  ballot  all  necessary  town 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year ;  viz : 

Clerk,  Treasurer,  three  Selectmen,  three  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  Collector  of  Taxes,  one  Assessor  for 
three  years^  one  Member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for 
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three  years,  two  members  of  tlie  School  Committee 
for  three  years,  one  Park  Commissioner  for  three 
years,  one  Sinking  Fund  Commissioner  for  three 
years,  one  Sewer  Commissioner  for  three  years,  two 
Cemetery  Commissioners  for  three  years,  one  Ceme- 
tery Commissioner  for  one  year  (to  fill  vacancy), 
Tree  Warden,  Highw^ay  Surveyor,  three  Constables 
and  all  others  provided  for  by  law. 

Article  3.  To  vote  by  ballot  "Yes"  or  "^^o"  in  an- 
swer to  the  following  question:  "Shall  licenses  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this 
town?" 

Article  4.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  TovvTi  Ac- 
countant, Treasurer,  Clerk,  Selectmen,  School  Com- 
mittee, Library  Committee,  etc.,  and  to  act  anything 
thereon. 

Article  5.  To  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  town  debts  and 
charges  for  the  current  financial  year  or  act  any- 
thing thereon. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  regard  to  the  payment  of  all  town  debts  outstand- 
ing and  due  on  December  31,  1917,  raise  and  appro- 
priate money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  to^ra  will  vote  to  author- 
ize the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen, 
to  borrow  mone^  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the 
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current  financial  year,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  toY\Ti  will  vote  to  author- 
ize the  Selectmen  to  cause  an  audit  to  be  made  of  the 
town's  accounts  for  1918,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  Vv^ill  vote  to  pay  the 
Enginemen,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  wall  vote  to  give  the 
Tax  Collector  the  same  power  to  collect  taxes  that 
the  Town  Treasurer  has  when  appointed  collector,  or 
act  anything  thereon. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  wall  vote  to  fix  the 
compensation  of  town  officers,  laborers  and  teams,  or 
act  anything  thereon. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install 
four  (4)  street  lights  on  the  road  leading  to  the 
Almshouse  beginning  at  the  school  house  and  con- 
tinuing easterly,  raise  and  appropriate  money  there- 
for or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  13.  •  To  see  if  the  tow  will  vote  to  macad- 
amize Charlton  Street  from  Mechanic  Street  to  the 
Cemetery,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or 
act  anything  thereon. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  tow  will  vote  to  pave 
or  macadamize  Mechanic  Street  from  the  bridge 
northerly  to  the  junction  of  Mechanic  and  Charlton 
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Streets,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act 
anytliing  thereon. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  toAvn  will  vote  to  raise 
the  sum  of  $4000.00  to  build  a  Avaterbonnd  macadam 
road  from  the  end  of  the  present  road  on  South 
Street,  westerly  to  a  point  opposite  the  Shuttle  Shop, 
raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  there- 
on. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise 
the  sum  of  $1600.00  for  gutters  and  catch  basins  on 
South  Street,  from  a  point  near  the  residence  of  El- 
mer E.  Harwood,  to  a  point  beyond  the  Shuttle  Shop, 
raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  thereon. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  rescind 
the  vote  passed  under  Article  44  of  the  town  meeting 
held  March  10, 1910,  relative  to  the  acceptance  of  an 
Act  whereby  stores  are  allowed  to  be  kept  open  on 
the  Lord's  day,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  18.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will 
take  for  providing  a  culvert  to  drain  surface  water 
accumulating  on  East  Main  Street  near  the  Coal 
Dump  at  Lensdale,  raise  and  appropriate  money 
therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  wall  vote  to  take 
care  of  and  repair  Cady  Brook,  raise  and  appropri- 
ate money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 


TOWN  WARRANT 


157 


Article  20.  To  see  if  the  to^\Ti  will  vote  to  have 
all  taxes  due  and  payable  October  1, 1918,  and  if  not 
paid  on  or  before  October  15,  1918,  to  bave  interest 
charged  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum  from  Oc- 
tober 1,  1918,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  to^Ti  will  vote  to  reim- 
burse the  members  of  Company  X.121,  18th  Kegi- 
ment,  Massachusetts  State  Guards,  to  the  extent  of 
$1200.00  for  uniforms  and  equipment  purchased  by 
them,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act 
anything  thereon. 

Article  22.  To  see  of  the  to^Ti  will  vote  to  pur- 
chase field  equipment  for  Companies  I  and  N  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Guards,  raise  and  appropriate 
money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by 
publishing  an  attested  copy  therof  twice  in  the 
Southbridge  Press  and  Herald,  the  first  publication 
being  not  less  than  nine  days  next  preceding  the  day 
of  the  meeting, — or  by  posting  up  such  attested  cop- 
ies in  four  conspicuous  public  places  within  the 
Town,  at  least  nine  days,  including  Sundays, — before 
the  day  of  holding  said  meeting. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant 
with  your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the 
time  and  place  hereinbefore  named. 
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Given  under  our  hands  this  11th  day  of  February 
A.  D.,  1918. 

WILFEED  J.  LAMOUEEUX, 
ALEXANDEE  L.  DESAULNIEE, 
PITT  H.  HEEBEET, 

Selectmen  of  Southhridge, 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


Of  the  Town  Officers  arad  Financiai 
Statement  of  the  Town 
of  Southbridge 


For  the  Year  Ending 
December  3i, 
1913 


FRANK  J.  WALSH,  Printer 

SOUTHBRIDGE.  MASS. 


Town  Officers  for  1918=19 


TREASURER 
Herbert  E.  Wells 


CLERK 
William  W.  Buckley 


SELECTMEN 

Daniel  T.  Morrill  Wilfrid  J.  Lamoureux  Alex.  L.  Deeaulnieis 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 
Eugene  Matte  Narcisse  Peloquin  Geo.  H.  Hartwell,  Jr. 


ASSESSORS 

Antoine  Farland   Term  expires  1919 

Phillias  X.  Casavant   Term  expires  1920 

W.  H.  McGilpin   Term  expires  1921 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Joe.  E.  Donais,  M.  D.,   Term  expires  1919 

Wm.  S.  Conway,  M.  D.,   Term  expires  1920 

Philias  Caron   Term  expires  1921 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR 
Aimee  Langevin 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

P.  H.  Hebert   Term  expires  1919 

Herman  S.  Cheney   .  Term  expires  1919 

Ferdinand  A.  Wald   Term  expires  1920 

George  L.  Tully   Term  expires  1920 

Charles  A.  Tetrault   Term  expires  1931 

Hector  M.  LeClair   Term  expires  1921 


TRUSTEES  OF  JACOB  EDWARDS  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
George  Grant  John  M.  Cochran 

Fred  E.  Corbin  Francis  L.  Chapin 

Louis  0.  Rieutord  John  E.  Paige 

For  the  Town  For  the  Fund 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

M.  D.  Morrill   Term  expires  1919 

Ward  well  M.  Edwards   Term  expires  1919 

Morris  H.  Marcy   Term  expires  1920 

George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr   Term  expires  1920 

Clarence  F.  MorRe   Term  expires  1921 

Alva  L.  Hyde   Term  expires  1921 


CONSTABLES 

Pierre  Caplette  Andrew  M.  Hijggins  Patrick  Donnelly 


TAX  COLLECTOR 
Eugene  E.  Gabree 


PLANNING  BOARD 

Henry  C.  Cady  George  Grant 

Wm.  H.  Campbell  Jos.  E.  O'Sbaughnessy 

Felix  Gatineau  Louis  0.  Rieutord 

Herbert  E.  Wells  Myron  B.  Clemence 


TOWN  OFFICERS 
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SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 


George  H.  Dumas 
HoriTiisdas  U.  Bail 
Joseph  A.  Allard  . 


Term  expires  1919 
Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1921 


SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS 


TREE  WARDEN 
Pierre  Benoit 


Appointive  Officers 


TOWN  COUNSEL 
W.  W.  Buckley 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Fred  E.  Corbin 


CARE  OF  TOWN  CLOCK 
George  T.  Amies 


POUND  KEEPER 
Joseph  Payant 


KEEPER  OF  LOCKUP 


JANITOR  OF  TOWN  HALL  BUILDING 
Louis  Hetu 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
Joseph  Lafleche,  2d. 


Ephrein  Chicoine 
Louis  Dupuis  . 
Edward  LeClair 


Term  expires  1919 
Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1921 


Napoleon  Giroux 


Assistant,  Joseph  D.  Proulx 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


CATTLE  INSPECTOR 
Wm.  T.  Pugh,  V.  S. 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Felix  Gatineau 


REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS 
S.  D.  Perry  Moses  Gagnon  J.J.  O'Shaughnessy 

Wm.  W.  Buckley,  Clerk 


FIRE  ENGINEERS 
Joseph  E.  Duchesneau,  Chief 
Louis  Lamothe  John  J.  Hogan 

George  W.  Laughnane  J.  Willard  Claflin 

James  C.  Sangren,  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 


Aimee  Langevin 
Louis  Pontbriand 
Alfred  Giroux 
Frank  Brissette 
George  Clemence 
Alex  L'Heureux 


FIRE  WARDENS 


W.  J.  Wadleigh 
Charles  Black  mer 
John  Keenan 
Adelard  Bouchard 
Joseph  Payant 


POLICE  OFFICERS 

John  S.  Hefner  Origene  Lacaese 

Thomas  Troy  •  Jules  Blain 

Geo.  H.  Chaffin  Joseph  Payant 

Jules  Theriault  Thomas  Nichols 

Louis  Meunier  Joseph  D.  Proulx 

Prosper  Proulx  Joseph  Roy 

George  Hebert  Napoleon  Boiteau 

H.  S.  Freeman  J.  H.  Montigny 

Dennis  Dooley  Fostinio  Denterie 

Felix  Gatineau  Patrick  H.  Monahan 

Felix  Cadarette  Warren  Wells 

Mies  Margaret  Butler  Eugene  Matte 

Raymond  A.  Rice  Henry  Montigny 
Marcus  L.  Dillaber 


TOWN  OFFICERS 
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PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 


Frank  E.  Randall 
E.  C.  Ellis 
Mederic  Duhamel 
Alfred  McKinstry 
Thomas  Hughes 
Clarence  Morse 
Dennis  Langevin 
AVardwell  M.  Edwards 
E.  I.  Knowles 
Albert  R.  Webster 
B.  D.  Buell 
Dona  Vary 
Joseph  Laroche 
Origene  Lacaese 
Henry  Marie 
Chas.  Christenson 


Arsene  Girard 


FENCE  VIEWERS 
George  H.  Clemence 


John  Bombardier 
John  Grenier 
Adolph  St.  Pierre 
Geo.  E.  Morse 
C.  Russell  Morse 
Herbert  E.  Carpenter 
John  St.  Martin 
A.  D.  Cornell 
Leon  Harwood 
Aimee  Langevin 
George  H.  Clemence 
Elliott  Clemence 
A.  M.  Badger 
Felix  Lamothe 
Severn  Jolicoeur 


C.  M.  Morge 


Chas.  Hefner 
Charles  E.  Smith 
George  P.  Downer 


FIELD  DRIVERS 


ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 
Miss  Margaret  Butler 


Eugene  Leduc 
George  Hetu 
Leo  Brousseau 


MEASURERS  OF  WOOD  AND  BARK 
E.  0.  Ellis  Thomas  Hughes 

A.  D.  Cornell  Everett  M.  Morse 

Mederic  Duhamel  George  H.  Clemence 

James  R.  Harris  George  Simpson 

H.  H.  Clemence  A.  J.  Harwood 


MEASURER  OF  LEATHER 
Felix  Gatineau 
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TOWN  OFFICERS 


UNIFORM  POLICE  FORCE 
Napoleon  Giroux,  Chief 


Andrew  M.  Higgins 
Oliver  Paul,  Jr. 
Pierre  Cormier 
Alpherie  Duplessie 

Ulric  Brault  (on  leave  while  in  army) 


Joseph  Paquin 
Patrick  Donnelley 
Daniel  Blute 
Honore  St.  Martin 


SOLDIERS'  BURIAL  OFFICER 
George  W.  Corey 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TOWN  TREASURER 


HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  in  account  with  the  Town  of 

Southbridge,  Jan.  1st.,  1918,  to  Jan.  1st.,  1919. 
Balance  January  1st.,  1918,     $28,233  98 
Receipts,  1918,  517,029  72 

 $545,803  70 

Disbursements,  1918,  497,038  54 


Balance  Dec.  31,  1918,  $48,825  10 

Unexpended  balance  Stmt. 

Southbridge  National 

Bank,  Dec.  31,  1918, 
Town  of  Southbridge,      $48,820  10 
In  safe,  5  00 


Cash  on  hand,  $48,825  10 

HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  Treasurer. 
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NOTES 

Notes  Outstanding,  Dec.  31,  1918 


When 
Made 

Amount  ot 
Loan 

Balance 
Outstanding 
Dec.  :n,  1918 

1  (i/ki. 

$14,000 

00 

5,000 

00 

iVJUr 

11,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

1  (ins« 
LuUc 

28,500 

00 

13,500 

00 

1911 

23.000 

00 

H,900 

00 

1911 

8.000 

00 

1  ^000 

00 

L918 

10.000 

0(t 

i|ooo 

00 

1  (ki  t) 

I  \)  1  o 

(),000 

00 

liooo 

00 

5,500 

{){> 

3,000 

00 

12.500 

00 

5,000 

00 

1913 

5,500 

00 

2,750 

00 

1913 

21.800 

00 

8.000 

00 

1915 

7.000 

00 

4,000 

00 

1915 

23,000 

00 

4,()00 

00 

1915 

3.000 

00 

2,100 

00 

191  () 

10.100 

00 

5,250 

00 

191() 

9.000 

0(( 

4,500 

00 

L91() 

5,000 

00 

3,000 

00 

191(; 

7,000 

00 

0,000 

00 

191.S 

2,000 

00 

2,000 

00 

Notes  to  be 
paid  in 
19  111 


11,000  00 


1,000 
1.500 
2,300 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

500 
1,250 

550 
2,000 
1,000 
4.600 

300 
1.750 


900  00 


1.000 
500 
1,000 


3,750  00 
27,900  00 


40,000  00 
07,900  00 


Denominated 


Mill  and  River  St. 

Bridge, 
Hamilton  St.  Paving 
Sewers — Filter  Beds, 
Hamilton  St.  Im- 
provement, 
Hamilton  St.  Paving. 
Soldiers  Monument, 
.\uto  Fire  Truck, 
Cliff  St.  Sewer, 
New  High  School  Lot 
New  High  School  Lol 
Main  St.  Paving, 
Dresser  St.  School  Lot 
Macadam  Iloads^ 
River  St.  School  Lot, 
Block  and  Macadam 

Pavement, 
(.'ement  Bridge  and 

Pavement, 
Kiver  Road, 
New  High  School, 
Repjur,  Pleasant  St., 


Amount  Inside  Debt  Limit 


Sewer  Bonds  due  1930 
Sewer  Bonds  due  1929 
New  High  School 


1899 
1900 
lOlC) 


20,000  00 
30,000  00 
75,000  00 


20.000  00 
30,000  00 
07,500  00 


83,000  00 


Amount  Outside  Debt  Limit 

Total  Funded  Debt 

Less  Sinking-  Fund  Security 

Set  Funded  Debt 
Anticipation  Revenue  Loan  1918 


117,500  00 

201.100  00 
33,000  48 

108,099  52 


40,000  00 
Total  Outstanding  Notes.  241,100  00 


HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  Treasurer. 


■1 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  TREASURER 
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SEWERS 


Uncolie.?ted,  Pec.  .'H ,  1 91 7,  17,3:55. 6() 


Year 
Ass'mt. 

For  <^^ollecrion 

Ontstandiuft- 
I)ec.:n,  l!)17 

Amount 
Collected 

Apportioned 

Balance 
Outstandinp; 
Dec.  li'ls 

1915 

Clark  St. 

97 

00 

97  00 

1917 

Clie.stnut  St. 

9a 

3.S 

93  38 

Dresser  St. 

2  MOO 

25 

1,-H9  52 

125 

43 

1.055  30 

Orchard  St. 

719 

OS 

719  08 

Savles  St. 

721 

oS 

030  30 

91 

22 

Glorer  St, 

2,:i97 

50 

2.215  0() 

182 

11 

Hioli  St. 

vOO 

87 

511  ss 

194 

99 

Total  Outstand- 

ing:, 

1.152  30 

Total  Collection 

5,589  28 

Total  A  p  p  o  r- 

tioned, 

594  08 

7,335 

GG 

7,335  (50 

For  Collection,  1919.  |1.152.30 


HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  Treas. 
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SINKING  FUND 


Book  No. 

Balance. 

Int.  1918 

16257 

Amherst  Savings  Bank 

984  39 

142  81 

34032 

Clinton  Savings  Bank 

1,050  04 

40 

76 

44901 

Dedliarn  Institution  for  Savings 

844  58 

32 

78 

51850 

Fitchbnrg  Savings  Bank 

895  89 

38 

97 

25862 

Leominster  Savings  Bank 

1,243  30 

48 

26 

4443 

Leicester  Savings  Bank 

871  91 

35 

89 

39639 

Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

725  99 

31 

58 

29970 

Salem  Savings  Bank 

1,014  22 

44 

12 

390502 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank 

1,038  88 

40 

82 

21209 

Southbridge  Savings  Bank 

2,814  95 

(S  t 

52 

42082 

Ware  Savings  Bank 

861  46 

88 

44 

21481 

Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1,074  61 

41 

09 

130170 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

896  24 

84 

78 

73989 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank 

827  76 

82 

12 

50139 

Worcester  Peoples  Savings  Bank 

1,092  00 

42 

38 

181879 

Worcester  Co.  Institution  for  Savings 

764  76 

29 

68 

16  11000  Augusta,  Ga..  Water  Bonds 

16,000 

640 

00 

33,000  48 

Interest,  1918, 

1,29() 

50 

Total  Sinking  Fund,  Dec.  31,  1917  181,703  98 

Interest  to  Sinking  Fund,  1918  1,29()  50 


Total  Sinking  Fund,  Dec.  31.  1918  |33,000  48 

HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  Treasurer 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  TREASURER 
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CEMETERY  FUND 


Bal.  to  Dec.  31, 

Int. 

Book  No. 

1918. 

1918. 

6802 

Anilierst  Savings  Bank 

$1,000  00 

145  49 

304()0 

Atliol  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

42 

95 

24902 

Dedham  Institution  for  Savings 

1,000  00 

62 

02 

14744 

Gardner  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

22841 

Leominster  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

3481 

Leicester  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

63 

80 

9840 

Millbury  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

45 

49 

40500 

North  Adams  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

32073 

Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

45 

49 

4474() 

Northampton  Institution  for  Savings 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

153048 

Springfield  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

1498 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

45 

50 

8465 

Southbridge  Savings  Bank 

3,16()  68 

34 

82 

3791 

Ware  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

11619 

Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1,504  25 

59 

58 

47299 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

55266 

Worcester  Peoples  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

54964 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

79028 

Worcester  Co.  Institution  for  Savings 

1,000  00 

40 

40 

5  11,000  4^  2nd  Liberty  Loan,  converted 

5,000  00 

206 

25 

Total  Cemetery  Fund, 

126,670  93 

Total  1918  interest, 

11,055 

39 

Nore— :In  1918— Deposited  to  Cemetery  Fund,  |1,785. 

HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  Treasurer. 


Mary  Mynott  Fund- -Library 

Int.  to 

Book  No.  Balance.        July,  1918 

9529   Southbridge  Savings  Bank  1,043  80  $40  52 


Boyer  Fund- -Schools 

Balance 

Book  No.  July  1,  1918 

31084  Southbridge  Savings  Bank  $200  00 

HERBERT  E.  WELLS,  Treasurer. 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

——————  ^ 

Genearl  Revenue 


TAXES 

Current  year,  $175,400  80 

Previous  year,  33,953  21 
From  State: 

Corporation  Tax,  0,714  11 

Street  Railway,  2,000  25 

National  Bank,  3,239  88 

Income  Tax,  9,072  00 

Total  Taxes    233,392  34 

LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

Liquor  and  Druggist,  10,128  75 

Junk,  75  00 

Peddlers,  220  00 

Pool  and  Billiads,  85  00 
Common  Victualer,  Fruit  and 

Innholders,  150  50 
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Circus,  $25  00 

Theatre,  20  00 

Jitney,  12  00 

Milk,  14  50 
All  others,  2  00 

Total  Licenses  and  Permits,    10,738  75 


FINES  AND  FORFEITS 

569  50 


Court, 


GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 


County: 

Dog  Licenses,  520  74 

Soldiers'  Exemption  from 

State,  56  35 

A.  O.  Co.  Gift  of  Notes        2,740  84 

Total  Grants  and  Gifts,  3,317  93 


Commercial  Revenue 


SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS 


Unapportioned  Sewer,  5,659  28 
Apportioned  Sewer,  307  85 

Oiling  Assessments,  422  65 

Sidewalk  Assessments,  4G1  50 

Total  Assessments,    6,851  28 


.« 
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GENERAL  REVENUE 

Town  Hall  rent,  $276  50 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Fire  Department: 

Sale  of  hose  reel  50  00 

Sale  of  boiler,  50  00 

Town  of  Sturbridge,  aid,  250  00 

All  other,  148  GO 

Rent  (Woman's  Club),  50  00 

Total,  Fire  Department,    548  60 

Other  protection  of  property,  forest  fires,  15  90 

INSPECTION 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  2  02 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Contagious  diseases,  160  42 

Tuberculosis,  92  85 

Total,  Health  and  Sanitation,    253  27 

HIGHWAYS 

Miscellaneous,  12  00 

CHARITIES 


Almshouse: 

Sale  of  produce. 


1,188  10 
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Sale  of  pair  horses,  200  00 
Outside  Relief: 

Individuals,  0  00 

Cities  and  Towns,  1,127  50 

State,  552  29 
Mothers' Aid  from  State,     1,778  78 

Total  Charities,    4,852  07 

soldiers'  benefits 

State  Aid,  1,251  00 

Military  Aid,  180  00 

Soldiers'  burials,  138  00 

Total  Soldiers'  Benefits,   1,5()9  00 

SCHOOLS 

Tuition,  State  wards,  85  00 

Other  tuition,  1,498  00 

Sale  of  books  and  supplies,  10  20 

All  other,  car  tickets,  etc.,  47  20 

Total  Schools,    1,035  40 

LIBRARY 

Fines,  etc.,  172  20 

cemetery 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  445  00 

Care  of  graves,  9  00 

Opening  graves,  120  00 

Total  Cemetery,  «   580  00 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
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INTEREST 


Deposits,  1,522  78 

Taxes,  1,177  05 

Committed  sewer  assessment,  int.  37  13 
Trust  Funds: 

Sinking  Fund,  640  00 

All  other,  1  70 

Perpetual  Care  Fund,  1,055  39 

Total  Interest,    4,434  06 


DEBT 


Temporary  loans,  200,000  00 

Pleasant  Street  construction,      2,000  00 

Total  Debt,    202,000  00 


AGENCY 


State  and  non-resident  bank 

tax,  22,845  38 

Tax  collected  for  county,  10,030  00 

Liquor  licenses,  1-4  for  State,  5,376  25 
Auditing  municipal  accounts,        304  85 

Total  Agency,    38,622  48 

TRUST  FUNDS 


Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund,  1,340  00 
Boyer's  Trust  Fund,                    200  00 
Total  Trust  Funds,   


1,540  00 


20 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 

Refunds: 

Departmental,  975  08 

Transfers: 

Board  of  Health  to  Outside 

Poor,                                 114  80 
Schools  to  Town  Hall,           000  00 
State  Aid  to  Outside  Poor,       24  00 
Total  Refunds  and  Transfers,    1,714  54 

Total  receipts  and  transfers,  519,098  44 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1918,  28,233  98 

$547,332  42 


Payments 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Legislative: 

Moderator,  $30  00 

Selectmen: 

Selectmen's  salaries,  $800  00 

Clerk's  salary,  100  00 

Stationery  and  postage,  21  12 

Printing  and  advertising,  38  00 

Car  fares,  teams,  etc.,  40  00 

Telephone,  88  38 

Plans,  surveys,  etc.,  78  80 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


21 


Serving  warrants  and  notices,    25  00 
Signs,  and  labor  for  putting 

up  same,  31  50 

All  other  expenses,  29  51 

  1,258  31 


Accountant: 

Salary,  1,200  00 

Stationery  and  postage,  4  05 

Printing  and  advertising,  10  90 

Ledger  sheets,  12  00 

Cash  book,  8  02 


Treasurer: 

Salary,  700  00 

Clerk,  300  00 

Stationery  and  postage,  05  21 

Telephone,  20  60 

Bond,  100  00 

Car  fares,  5  00 

All  other,  5  11 


Collector: 

Salary,  191,4, '15, '16,  200  00 

Salary  on  account,  1918,  675  00 

Stationery  and  postage,  178  56 

Printing  and  advertising,  49  15 

Telephone,  27  79 

Bond,  200  00 


1,235  57 


1,201  92 
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Adding  machine,  105  00 

All  other,  9  75 


Assessors: 

Salaries,  2,100  00 

Interpreters,  20  00 

Stationery  and  postage,  8  80 

Printing  and  advertising,  488  05 

Car  tares,  teams,  etc.,  40  00 

Telephone,  29  55 

Abstracts  of  deeds,  44  18 

Collector's  book,  23  05 

All  other,  18  75 


Town  Clerk: 

Salary,  497  10 

Stationery  and  postage,  0  OG 

Telephone,  13  50 

Books,  12  50 

Binding,  5  00 

Printing  and  advertising,  24  50 


1,445  25 


  2,778  38 

Other  Finance  Officers  and  Accounts: 

Certifying  notes,  12  00 

Law: 

Town  Counsel  salary,  600  00 

Car  fares,  etc.,  15  08 

  015  08 


558  00 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
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Election  and  Registration: 


Registrars' salaries,  1917-'18 

633 

60 

Election  officers, 

520 

00 

All  other, 

5 

00 

Stationery  and  postage, 

3 

00 

Printing  and  advertising. 

701 

75 

Meals,  1917-1918, 

283 

50 

Town  Hall: 

Janitor's  salary,  900  00 

Helpers,  18  80 

Fuel,  791  41 

Light,  199  03 

Janitor's  supplies,  82  07 

Repairs,  631  22 

Water  supply  64  3() 

Flags,  39  50 

All  other,  64  20 


Total  Town  Hall,  2,790  59 

Less: 

Rent  from  School  Dept.        600  00 


2,146  85 


2,190  59 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


Salaries  and  wages: 

Chief,  $1,200  00 


24 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


Patrolmen,  10,005  41 
Special  police,  58  30 
Other  employees  6  00 
Auto  and  team 

hire,  467  50 


 $11,737  21 

Equipment  and  Repairs: 

Equipment  for  men,  13  27 

Fuel  and  Light: 

Fuel,  159  77 

Light,  87  19 


Maintenance  of  Building: 

Repairs,  10  35 

Janitor's  sup- 
plies, 26  58 

Instal  ling 

shower  bath  75  00 

All  other  47  80 


Other  Expenses: 
Station  ery, 

printing 

and  postage,  43  80 
Telephone,  74  77 
Tel.  signal,  554  75 
Trans  porta- 

tion  &  care 


246  96 


159  73 
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of  prisoners    18G  48 
Rent,  585  00 

All  Other,  19  59 

  1,404  39 

Total  Police  Department,  13,621  56 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

Salaries  and  Wages: 

E  n  g  i  n  e  e  rs, 

1917-1918,   1,041  (>() 

Chief,  1917, 

1918,  833  34 

P  e  r  m  a  n  e  nt 

chauffeurs,  2,966  00 

Callmen,1917, 

1918,  6,511  01 

Other  employ- 
ees, 3  00 

  11,355  01 

Horse  Hire,  315  00 

Equipment  and  Repairs: 
Apparatus,        246  79 
Hose,  975  40 

Equipment  for 

men,  160  49 

Alarm  boxes, 

etc.,  595  66 

All  other,  1  80 

  10,980  14 
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Fuel  and  Light: 

Fuel,  $800  20 

Light,  130  14 

Maintenance  of  Buildings: 
Repairs,  330  09 

Furniture  and 

furnishings,  228  25 
Laundry  work,  14  00 
Wire,  44  25 

Water  supply,  25  45 
All  Other,  90  05 


Other  Expenses: 
S  t  a  t  i  on  ery, 

printing  and 

postage,  5  45 

Telephone,  123  60 
Gasoline  and 

oil,  107  81 

All  other,  20  07 


Total  Fire  Department, 


$1,002  40 


738  09 


323  59 

15,714  23 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


Salary,  741  86 

Stationery  and  postage,  5  90 

Printing  and  advertising,  18  25 
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Car  lares,  teams,  etc.,  lOG  91 

Telephone,  8  30 

Supplies,  18  72 

  900  00 


GYPSY  AND  BROWN  TAIL  MOTH  EXTERMINATION 


Labor,  57  31 

Teams,  11  00 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage,    10  50 

  78  81 


TREE  WARDEN 


Labor,  36  06 

Trees,  28  80 

  64  86 


FOREST  FIRES 


Fighting  fires,  186  27 

Apparatus,  51  25 

Team  hire,  94  02 

Signs,  labor  putting  up,  18  36 

Printing,  13  76 

All  Other,  3  25 


366  91 
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Health  and  Sanitation 

HEALTH 

General  Administration: 

Salary  of  Board  of 

Health,  300  00 

Agent,  1917-1918,  183  38 

Stationery  and  post- 
age, 12  50 

Printing  and  adver- 
tising, 4  11 

Telephone,  50 

All  other,  13  50 

  514  05 

Quarantine  and  Contagious  Diseases: 

Medical  attendance,44  78 

Drugs    and  medi- 
cines, 12  50 

Groceries  and  pro- 
visions, 13  00 

Hospitals,  70  50 

Taking  culture,      10  50 

All  other,  20  00 

  177  28 

Tuberculosis: 

Board  and  treat- 
ment, 1,730  98 
Dispensary,  152  00 
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All  Other,  25  15 

  $1,908  13 

Vital  Statistics: 

Births,  86  25 

Deaths.  31  50 

  117  75 

Other  Expenses: 

Plumbing  inspec- 
tor, 900  00 
All  other,  16  50 

  916  50 

INSPECTION 

School  Children: 

Salary  of  physicians,  419  30 

Animal  Inspection: 

Salary,  125  00 

Expenses,  1  77 

  126  77 


Meat  and  Provisions: 

Salary,  350  00 

Expenses,  59  10 


409  10 


Milk: 

Salary, 


91  62 


80 


Expenses,  12  00 


$103  62 


Influenza: 

Salaries,  nurses,  283  57 

Groceries,  105  43 

Laundry,  Gl  25 

Ambulance,  23  00 


473  25 


Total  Health,  5,165  75 

REFUSE  AND  GARBAGE 

Collecting  refuse  and  garbage,  as  per  con- 
tract, 1,999  98 

CLEAN-UP  WEEK 

Paid  by  Board  ot  Health,  teams,  41  50 

SEWER  MAINTENANCE 

Administration : 

Commissioners'  sal- 
aries, 1917-'18,  600  00 
Stationery,  print- 
ing and  postage,   2  00 

  602  00 


General: 

Labor,  1,821  75 
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Teams,  3  00 
Tools  and  equip- 
ment, 110  21 
Pipe  and  fittings,  90 
Insurance,  40  80 
Surveys,  40  75 
Investigation,etc.,  215  00 
Couplings,  28  16 
All  other,               10  80 


  2,277  37 

Total  Sewer,  2,870  37 

STREET  CLEANING 

Cleaning  Main  and  Hamilton  Streets: 
Labor,  870  97 


Teams,  506  80 

Equipment,  134  93 


1,521  70 


General  Cleaning: 

Labor,  588  15 

Teams,  484  59 


1,072  74 


Sanitary  Cleaning: 

Labor,  409  66 

Teams,  288  24 

Catchbasins  (new)lOl  32 


  799  22 

Total  Street  Cleaning,  3,393  66 
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HIGHWAYS 


General  Administration: 

Highway  sur- 
veyor, 1,500  00 

Clerk,  300  00 

Telephone,  27  00 

All  other,  station- 
ery, etc.,  40  17 


General  Maintenance: 

Labor,  2,148  09 

Teams,  2,829  20 

Crushed  stone,  1,504  92 
Equipment  and 

repairs,  721  45 

Repairs  on  town 

barn,  182  08 

All  other,  8  50 


Sidewalk  Repairs: 

Labor,  719  70 

Teams,  343  55 

Materials,  870  77 
Repairs  to  mixer,   21  00 

Valve,  12  50 

All  other,  32  31 


1,807  17 


0,954  90 


1,999  89 
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Snow  and  Ice: 

Labor,  1,145  77 

Teams,  481  86 

Sand,  52  00 

Dynamite,  25  GO 

All  other,  24  1 8 


Street  Sprinkling: 

Labor,  29  4G 

Teams,  02  62 

Oil,  2,306  77 

Hose  couplings,      62  75 

Total  Highway, 


1,729  41 


2,461  60 


STREET  LIGHTS 


Contract, 


15,012  97 


13,373  03 


BRIDGES 


Labor, 
Teams, 
Materials, 
Contract, 
All  other, 


9  75 
29  16 
90  75 
580  10 
17  70 


727  46 


Labor, 


RAILING 

\  lU  90 
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Teams,  50  97 

Equipment,  18  93 

All  other,  7  05 


198  85 


MAINTENANCE  OF  PERMANENT  ROADS 

Labor,  ,         622  07 

Teams,  762  81 

Tarvia,  760  97 

Sand,  ^                        33  00 

Coal,  9  50 

Crushed  stone,  157  19 

Supplies,  31  95 


  2,377  49 

CADY  BROOK 

Survey  and  plans,  45  75 


Charities 


General  Administration: 

Salaries,-1917/18,  675  00 
Stationery,  p  o  s  t- 
age  and  print- 
ing, 47  92 
Car  fare,  teams, 

investigation,     146  05 

  868  97 
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Outside  Relief  of  Poor: 

Groceries,           3,591  28 

Coal  and  wood,     425  55 

Board  and  care,  2,189  45 

Medicine,               84  67 

Med.  attendance,  207  85 
Town  physician's 

salary,  1917,-'18  416  00 

Hospital  care,     1,089  07 

Telephone,             87  15 

State  institution,  157  00 
Dry  goods  and 

shoes,               347  47 

Burials,                  74  00 

Office  repairs,         93  60 
Office  furniture 

and  fixtures,        69  30 

  8,832  39 


Relief  by  Other  Cities  and  Towns: 
Cities,  1,171  50 

Towns,  195  87 

  1,367  37 

Mothers'  Aid: 

By  town,  4,009  00 

Other  cities  and 

towns,  40  00 

Shoes,  16  69 
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Fuel,  39  50 

Moving,  25  00 


 4,130  19 

Total  Outside  Relief,  15,198  92 


Almshouse: 


Superintendent, 

830 

00 

Other  employees, 

.440 

75 

Groceries  and  provisions. 

2,689 

96 

Dry  goods  and  clothing. 

169 

86 

Buildings, 

467 

12 

Fuel  and  light. 

589 

20 

Hay  and  grain. 

2,349 

92 

Telephone, 

65 

Supplies,  seeds,  hardware. 

etc.,  78 

08 

Hospital  care. 

50 

87 

Horse  shoeing  and  tools 

re- 

paired. 

81 

19 

Garbage, 

26 

40 

Burial, 

25 

00 

Shoe  repairing. 

17 

22 

Medicine, 

15 

31 

All  other. 

51 

40 

Veterinary  services,  etc.. 

36 

60 

Total  Almshouse,  7,919  53 

soldiers'  benefits 


State  Aid, 
Military  Aid, 


2,790  37 
400  00 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


37 


Soldiers'  Burials,  50  00 

Soldiers'  Relief: 

Fuel,  282  60 

Groceries  and  pro- 
visions, 46  00 

Cash,  854  50 

Medicine  and  med- 
ical attendance,  202  75 

Dry    goods  and 

clothing,  75  00 

 1,410  85 


Total  Soldiers'  Benefits,  4,651  22 


SCHOOLS 


Administration : 

Salary  of  superin- 
tendent, 1917, 
1918,  2,452  46 

Truant  officer,      279  75 

Stationery,  print- 
ing and  postage,  151  74 

Telephone,  110  85 

Travel  ing  ex- 
penses, 128  95 

School  census,        80  48 

Team  hire,  148  75 

All  other,  59  54 

 3,412  52 
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Teachers'  Salaries: 

High,  9,223  75 

Elementary,  21,999  69 
Evening,  723  05 

Supervisors,       1,440  00 

  33,386  49 

TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SIJPPLIES 

High: 

Text  books,  577  16 

All  other  school 

supplies,  737  18 

 1,314  34 

Elementary: 

Text  books,  880  08 

All  other  school 

supplies,         1,142  56 

  2,022  64 

Evening: 

Text  books,  29  79 

All  other  school 

supplies,  6  00 

  35  79 


Tuition: 
Elementary, 


106  75 
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Transportation : 

Elementary,  1,G58  30 

Support  of  truants,  34  30 


Janitors'  Services: 

High,  875  76 

Elementary,  2,360  60 
Evening,  9  38 

 3,245  74 

Fuel  and  Light: 

High,  1,366  38 

Elementary,  3,209  60 
Evening,  13  35 

  4,589  33 


MAINTENANCE  OF  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 

High: 

Repairs,  359  16 

Hardware  sup- 
plies, 79  79 
Water  supply,        57  48 
Groceries,              25  77 
All  other,              73  88 

  596  08 


Elementary: 

Repairs,  1,313  89 

Janitors' supplies,   23  52 
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Town  Hall,  ac- 
count rent,        600  00 

Water  supply,       220  12 

Lumber,  66  62 

Cleaning  vaults, 

and  ashes,  49  50 

Fire  escape,  368  67 

All  other  school 

supplies,  228  22 


Furniture  and  Furnishing: 

High,  2,581  59 

Elementary,  43  79 


Other  Expenses: 

Diplomas  and 
graduation  ex- 
ercises, 

M  i  s  c  e  1 1  a  n  eous 
printing. 

All  other. 


Total  Schools, 

LIBRARY 

Salaries: 

Librarian,  1,000  00 

Assistants,  807  87 


51  75 

138  34 
6  30 


2,870  54 


2,625  38 


196  39 

56,094  59 
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Janitor,  807  55 


Books,  Periodicals,  etc.: 

Books,  080  72 

Perioicals,  246  55 

All  other,  4  77 


Binding: 

Books,  72  07 

Periodicals,  121  95 


Fuel  and  Light: 

Fuel,  053  85 

Lights,  130  20 


Building: 

Repairs,  50  52 
Furniture  and  fur- 
nishing, 10  15 
Water  supply,  13  39 
All  other,  72  07 


Other  Expenses: 

Stationery,  print- 


2,615  42 


932  04 


194  62 


784  05 


146  13 
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ing  and  postage,  121  26 
Telephone,  33  00 

Ail  other,  2  45 

  156  71 

Total  Library,    4,828  97 

PLAYGROUNDS  AND  BATH  HOUSES 

Instructors,  958  08 

Labor,  269  83 
Sand,  32  00 

Teachers'  supplies,  419  93 
Athletic  supplies,  21  90 

Repairs,  72  05 

Rent,  1917-1918,  120  00 
Teams,  14  50 

All  other,  91  84 

  2,000  13 


Unclassified 

BAND  CONCERTS 

Music,  250  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY 

G.  A.  R.,  ]50  00 

S.  W.  v.,  50  00 

  200  00 
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CARE  OF  GRAVES 


G.  A.  R., 

S.  w.  v., 


Printing, 


Pension, 


Labor, 


50  00 
50  00 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


PENSIONS 


CARE  OF  TOWN  CLOCK 


REIMBURSEMENT 


Co.  N,  18th  Regt.,M.  S.  G.,  1,200  00 
Reimbursement  of  taxes,  211  00 


100  00 


451  00 


39G  00 


50  00 


1,411  00 


DAMAGE  TO  PERSONS  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY 

Damages,  100  00 

FIELD  EQUIPMENT 

Equipment  M.  S.  G.,  932  80 


Town  Hall, 


INSURANCE 

321  75 
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Schools, 

G08 

58 

Almshouse, 

41 

08 

Fire  Department, 

184 

9G 

Library, 

354 

G5 

Steam  roller. 

107 

90 

Town  Tiarn 

38 

28 

Liability, 

512 

25 

Total  Insurance, 

WAII1.R  AND 

ICE  SUPPLY 

Drinking  fountains, 

300 

00 

Care  of  fountains. 

17 

10 

Hydrants, 

6,2<12 

08 

Bubblers, 

52 

30 

Ice, 

230 

42 

CEMETERIES 

Superintendent,  salary,  200  00 
Labor,  1,693  07 

Teams,  74  19 

 1,9G7  2G 


Other  Expenses: 
Shrubs,  etc.. 
Markers, 
Tools, 

Weed  killer. 
All  other. 

Total  Cemeteries, 


64  87 
50  00 
54  49 
52  50 
27  G4 

  249  50 


2,169  45 


6,861  90 


2,216  7G 
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INTEREST 

Temporary  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  revenue,  5,003  50 

General  Loans: 

Sewer,                  ^  2,757  50 

Highway,  2,175  87 

School,  3,728  12 

Auto  truck,  90  00 

Soldiers'  monument,  225  00 

Public  park,  23  34 


DEBTS 


14,003  33 


Temporary  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  revenue,  194,000  00 
General  Loans: 

Sewer,  2,000  00 

Highway,  19,100  00 

Schools,  7,350  00 

Public  park,  1,000  00 

Auto  truck,  1,000  00 

Soldiers'  monument,  1,000  00 

Total  Indebtedness,   225,450  00 

AGENCY 


State  and  Non-Resident  Bank  Tax: 

Collected  for  State,  21,817  05 

Collected  tor  County,         10,036  00 
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Liquor  licenses  collected 

for  State,  5,876  00 
Auditing   municipal  ac- 
counts, 364  85 

State  highway  tax,  1,028  33 

Total  Agency,    38  622  28 

TRUST  AND  INVESTMENT 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care,  1,785  00 

Boyer's  Trust  Fund,  200  00 

SINKING  FUND 

Interest  deposited,  640  00 

REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 

Refunds: 

Outside  poor,  69  00 

Schools,  32  00 

South  Street  mac- 
adam, 729  86 
Insurance,            128  00 
Forest  fires,  14  11 
Fire  Department,     2  71 

  975  68 


Transfers: 

School   to  Town 

Hall,  600  00 

Board  of  Health  to 

Outside  Poor,    114  86 
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State  Aid  to  Out- 
side Poor,  24  00 

  738  86 

Total  Refunds  and  Transfers,    1,714  54 

OUTLAY 

Moon  Street  Sewer: 

Labor,  524  42 

Sand,  9  00 

Oil,  1  50 

Lines  and  grades,  0  50 
Cement,  15  45 

Assessment  plans,  36  00 

  592  87 

Dresser  and  various  street  sewers,    51  36 

INSURANCE 

Charlton  Street  Sewer: 

Contract,                              563  90 
Total  Sewers,    1,208  13 

SIDEWALKS 

Crane  Street  Walk: 

Labor,  139  94 
Teams,  41  50 

Materials,  189  13 

Total  Sidewalks,    370  57 
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HIGHWAYS 


South  Street  Macadam: 

Contract,  3,483  49 

Pipe,  61  00 

Crushed  stone,    1,342  08 


—   4,880  57 

Mechanic  Street  Paving: 

Contract,  90  25 

Pleasant  Street: 

Labor,  716  02 

Teams,  380  00 

Pipe,  680  28 

Survey,  2  50 

Grates,  72  80 

Equipment  and  re- 
pairs, 2  70 

  1,854  30 


Dudley  River  Road: 

Contract,  1,804  55 

Materials,  21  30 


  1,825  85 

Total  Highways,    8,656  97 

CATCH  BASINS 


East  Main  Street  Catch  Basin: 

Contract,  300  00 
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South  Street  Catch  Basins: 

Labor,  486  07 

Teams,  107  77 

Survey,  13  50 

Pipe,  330  3(> 

Lumber,  29  81 

Cement,  36  80 

Grates,  36  00 

All  other,  19  84 

Total  Catch  Basins, 


1,060  15 


1,360  15 


SCHOOLS 

New  High  School: 

Balance  of  contract,               200  00 
Pleasant  and  River  Streets  School  Lot: 
Taxes,                                    29  28 
Total  Schools,   


229  28 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


New  fire  truck. 

Total  Payments  and  transfers. 
Cash  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1918, 


9,000  00 

498,507  26 
48,825  16 


547,332  42 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


SINKING  FUND 
COMMISSIONERS 


1918. 
42  81 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge: 

We  respectfully  submit  our  report  for  the  year 
ending  Dec.  31,  1918. 

The  funds  are  deposited  in  the  following  banks: 

Interest 

Book  No.  Balance. 

16257   Amherst  Savings  Bank,  |984  39 

31032   Clinton  Savings  Bank,  1,050  04 

44901   Dedham  Institution  for  Savings.  844  58 

5185(5   Fitchburg  Savings  Bank,                  .  895  89 

25862    Leominster  Savings  Bank,  1,243  30 

4443   Leicester  Savings  Bank.  871  91 

39639   Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  725  99 

29970   Salem  Savings  Bank,  1,014  22 

390502   Suffolk  Savings  Bank,'  1,038  38 

21209    Southbridge  Savings  Bank.  2,814  95 

42082    Ware  Savings  Bank.  861  46 

214H1    Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  1,074  61 

130170  sWorcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  896  24 

73989   Worcester  Mechanic  Savings  Bank,  827  76 

50139    Worcester  People's  Savings  Bank,  1,092  00 

181879   Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  16,000  00 


40 
32 
38 
48 
35 
31 
44 
40 
87 
33 
41 
34 
32 
42 
640 


Total  Sinking  Fund,  Dec.  31,  1917. 
Interest  to  Sinking  Fund,  1918, 

Total  Sinking  Fund,  Dec.  31,  1918, 


76 
78 
97 
26 
89 
58 
12 
32 
52 
44 
09 
78 
12 
38 
00 


33,000  48  1,296  50 

31,703  98 
1,296  50 


33.000  48 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SELECTMEN 


To  the  Voters  of  Southbridge: 
Gentlemen — 

Your  Selectmen  submit  for  your  approval  their  re- 
port for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1918. 

The  Board  organized  as  follows:  Mr.  Wilfrid  J. 
Lamoureux,  Chairman;  Mr.  Daniel  T.  Morrill,  Clerk; 
they  held  weekly  meetings  on  Mondays  at  7.30  o'clock 
P.  M. 

ACCOUNTS 

The  accounts  which  are  approved  by  the  Board  all 
show  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  except 
State  Aid  and  Election  and  Registration;  the  amount 
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needed  for  the  State  Aid  account  could  not  be  made  at 
the  Spring  election  as  we  did  not  know  how  many 
would  be  called  to  the  colors,  therefore  much  more  was 
needed  than  expected;  this  will  be  reimbursed  by  the 
State  this  year.  The  Election  and  Registration  account 
has  been  too  small  for  the  last  two  years  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  elections  and  the  appropriation  should 
be  larger  this  year. 

KOADS 

The  unfinished  portion  of  the  Dudley  River  Road 
has  been  completed  this  year,  and  there  still  remains 
$7,000  to  be  expended  on  this  road,  the  contract  for 
which  has  not  been  given. 

The  Selectmen,  in  accord  with  the  views  of  the 
Federal  Government,  advise  that  the  town  build  a  sec- 
tion ot  permanent  road  this  year. 

The  building  of  the  macadam  road  on  South  Street, 
voted  by  the  town  in  annual  meeting,  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Road  Committee  to  build,  as  they  had  the 
catchbasins  under  their  control  on  the  same  street. 

RAILROAD  FARES 

During  the  year  two  petitions  have  been  presented 
to  the  Public  Service  Commission  at  Boston  for  increase 
in  fares,  and  another  petition  is  now  before  the  Com- 
mission asking  for  another  raise.  The  Selectmen  are 
to  appear  before  the  Commission,  and  will  oppose  the 
petition  because  of  the  poor  service  rendered  the  people 
of  the  town. 
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AMBULANCE 

The  Southbridge  Visiting  Nurse  Association  has 
offered  its  ambulance  to  the  town,  and  we  have  inserted 
an  article  in  the  warrant  so  that  the  voters  can  take 
whatever  action  needed  on  this  matter;  if  accepted,  an 
appropriation  will  be  needed  for  its  upkeep  and  main- 
tenance. 

RIENDEAU  SQUARE 

The  Selectmen  recommend  that,  in  recognition  of 
Sergeant  Arthur  Riendeau,  the  first  Southbridge  soldier 
to  give  his  life  for  his  country  in  the  Great  World 
War,  the  square  at  the  junction  of  River  and  Cross 
Streets  be  called  "  Riendeau  Square." 

HON.  ALEXIS  BOYER  FUND 

At  a  special  meeting  the  gift  of  $200  left  the  Town 
in  the  last  will  of  Hon.  Alexis  Boyer,  Jr.,  was  accepted, 
and  is  to  be  known  as  the  "Alexis  Boyer,  Jr.,  Fund," 
the  income  to  be  used  for  the  High  School.  The  Se- 
lectmen appointed  the  following  as  trustees:  Daniel  T. 
Morrill,  Arthur  O.  Boyer  and  Herbert  E.  Wells. 

soldiers'  memorial  COMMITTEE 

The  Board  has  appointed  a  committee,  to  be 
known  as  "  The  Soldiers'  Memorial  Committee,"  whose 
duties  will  be  to  ascertain  what  will  be  the  most  suita- 
ble memorial  to  show  the  Town's  appreciation  of  the 
devotion  shown  by  our  soldiers  and  sailors  in  respond- 
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ing  to  their  country's  call  in  the  great  war. 

Following  are  the  names  of  the  committee: 
Channing  M.  Wells        George  Litchfield 


Calvin  D.  Paige 
Joseph  Metras 
Patrick  May 
Felix  Gatineau 
E.  B.  Armstrong 
Philip  Dagenais 
Joseph  Ducheneau 
Raymond  A.  Rice 
William  W.  Buckley 


Robert  Kershaw 
Onorato  Micheli 
Constant  Pantos 
Wladyslaw  Kania 
Adelard  Laporte 
James  F.  Earls 
John  F.  Laughnane 
Frank  Dowd 
Ralph  Robbins 


STATE  AUDITOR  S  REPORT 

Following  this  report  will  be  found  the  Report 
of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  "  for  its  audit  of  the  books 
and  accounts  for  the  year  1917. 

W.  J.  LAMOUREUX, 
DANIEL  T.  MORRILL, 
A.  L.  DESAULNIERS. 
Selectmen  of  Southbridge. 


Report  of  an  Audit 

  OF  

THE  ACCOUNTS 

 OF  

The  Town  of  Southbridge 

For  the  Year  Ending  Dec.  31,  1917 


Made  in  Accordance  with  the  Provisions  of  Chapter 
598,  Acts  of  1910  and  a  Vote 
of  the  Town 


February  28,  1918 


(Enmm0nmfaltl|  of  HaasarI|UHfttfi 

BUREAU  OF  STATISTICS 

STATE  HOUSE,  BOSTON 

February  28,  1918 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Mr.  Wilfrid  J.  Lamoureux,  Chairman, 
Southbridge,  Mass. 
Gentlemen: 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the 
Accounts  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1917,  made  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Chapter  598  of  the  Acts  of  1910  and 
amendments  thereto.  The  report  is  in  the  form  of  a 
report  made  to  me  by  Edward  H.  Fenton,  Chief  Ac- 
countant of  this  bureau,  who  was  placed  in  charge  of 
the  work. 

Very  truly  yours, 

CHARLES  F.  GETTEMY, 

Director 
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Mr.  Charles  F.  Gettemy, 

Director,  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
State  House,  Boston. 

Sir: 

As  directed  by  you,  I  have  made  an  audit  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1917,  and  submit  the  following  re- 
port : 

The  financial  records  of  the  several  departments 
were  examined,  and  comparison  was  made  with  those 
in  the  accountant's  office. 

The  books  in  the  accountant's  office  were  checked 
in  detail.  The  appropriation  accounts  were  checked 
with  the  records  of  appropriations  made  at  town  meet- 
ings, the  receipts  with  the  amounts  reported  by  the 
Town  Treasurer  and  with  departmental  reports,  and 
the  payments  to  the  total  of  the  warrants  and  to  the 
Treasurer's  books. 

Committed  accounts  were  checked,  balances  were 
reconciled,  the  ledger  was  footed,  and  a  trial  balance 
was  taken  off  proving  the  books  to  be  in  balance. 

The  classification  book  showing  the  receipts  and 
payments  tor  the  year  in  a  classified  form  was  exam- 
ined and  checked  to  the  ledger. 

The  accounts  are  well  kept,  and  served  as  an  accu- 
rate check  in  the  audit  of  the  several  department  ac- 
counts. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  were  e  x- 
amined.  Receipts  were  checked  by  comparison  with 
departmental  records  and  with  the  Accountant's  books; 
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payments  were  proved  by  comparison  of  the  voucher 
checks  with  the  warrants  and  with  the  Accountant's 
books. 

The  sewer  assessment  accounts  were  examined  and 
checked.  Receipts  and  outstanding  accounts  were 
found  to  be  as  reported. 

Debt  and  interest  accounts  were  checked  by  com- 
paring the  reported  payments  with  cancelled  vouchers 
on  file  and  with  the  amounts  falling  due  during  the 
year. 

Cash  on  hand  was  verified  and  bank  balances 
were  proved. 

The  accounts  are  kept  in  a  businesslike  manner  and 
were  easily  verified. 

Tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  cash  and  a  sum- 
mary of  the  unapportioned  sewer  assessment  account 
are  appended  to  this  report. 

The  accounts  of  the  Tax  Collector  were  checked  in 
detail.  The  commitments,  collections  and  abatements 
were  compared  with  the  records  in  the  Treasurer's 
and  Accountant's  offices.  The  outstanding  accounts 
were  listed  and  reconciled  with  the  Accountant's  ledger. 

Attention  is  again  called  to  the  importance  of  ac- 
curate recording  ot  collections  where  as  many  accounts 
are  involved  as  is  the  case  in  the  Collector's  office.  The 
cash  book  should  correspond  at  all  times  with  the  pay- 
ments recorded  on  the  detail  list;  if  differences  are 
found  in  the  totals,  a  great  deal  of  detail  checking  is 
necessary  to  prove  the  outstanding  accounts. 
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The  interest  charges  should  be  more  carefully  cal- 
culated, for  while  the  amount  involved  in  a  single  case, 
where  only  a  few  days  have  elapsed,  may  be  small,  still 
the  Town  should  derive  a  considerable  revenue  from 
this  source  since  there  is  a  large  number  of  accounts; 
furthermore,  the  penalty  prescribed  by  the  statute,  if 
rigidly  enforced,  would  have  a  tendency  to  speed  up  col- 
lections. 

Summary  tables  showing  the  Tax  and  Assessment 
Accounts  are  appended  to  this  report. 

The  records  of  the  Cemetery  Department  were  ex- 
amined. Receipts  were  checked  with  the  payments  to 
the  Treasurer  and  with  the  reports  to  the  Accountant. 
The  table  appended  shows  a  relatively  large  balance  on 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year;  this  amount  was  paid  over 
on  February  1,  1918.  It  is  important  that  all  sums 
collected  by  a  department  be  paid  promptly  into  the 
treasury,  especially  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  order  that 
the  Accountant's  report  may  show  all  cash  receipts  in 
the  year  in  which  they  are  received. 

The  savings  bank  books  and  securities  representing 
the  investments  of  the  Sinking  and  Trust  Funds  were 
examined  and  compared  with  the  records  in  the  Treas- 
urer's and  Accountant's  office,  and  were  found  to  be  as 
recorded. 

In  addition  to  the  departments  and  accounts  men- 
tioned, the  records  of  the  receipts  of  the  Selectmen, 
Town  Clerk,  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Board  of 
Health,  Town  Farm  and  Almshouse  were  checked  and 
compared  with  the  Treasurer's  and  Accountant's  books, 
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The  several  appropriation  accounts  showed  bal- 
ances sufficient  to  meet  the  bills  for  which  warrants 
were  drawn.  The  old  practice  of  carrying  bills  over, 
which  has  been  so  generally  practiced  by  our  cities  and 
towns,  has  not  been  entirely  eliminated,  notwithstand- 
ing the  provision  of  the  statute  which  prohibits  the  in- 
curring of  liabilities  by  the  head  of  a  department  in 
excess  of  the  appropriations  granted  for  its  use. 

Under  the  present  system  of  accounting  in  South- 
bridge,  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  are  kept 
constantly  advised  of  the  appropriation  balances.  They 
should  be  required  to  plan  their  work  so  as  to  live 
within  their  appropriation;  if  they  neglect  or  refuse  to 
do  so,  and  hold  up  bills  to  be  paid  from  a  succeeding 
year's  appropriation,  these  bills  should  not  be  approved 
for  payment,  or  at  least  not  until  they  have  been  placed 
before  the  town  for  validation,  and  a  specific  appropria- 
tion made  to  meet  them.  This  should  not  entail  any 
hardship,  for  the  statutes  clearly  provide  a  way  for 
meeting  emergency  expenses  involving  the  health  and 
safety  of  persons  and  property.  There  is  also  a  pro- 
vision whereby  a  reserve  fund  may  be  provided  for  meet- 
ing extraordinary  or  unforeseen  expenses. 

A  balance  sheet  showing  the  financial  condition  of 
the  Town  December  31,  1917,  is  appended  to  this  report. 

While  engaged  in  making  the  audit,  I  received  the 
usual  co-operation  from  every  department  official,  and 
all  books  and  papers  requested  were  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal. For  the  valuable  assistance  rendered,  I  wish,  on 
behalf  of  my  assistants  and  myself,  to  express  my  ap- 
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preciation.  Respectfully  submitted, 

EDW.  H.  FENTON, 

Chief  Accountant. 


RECONCILIATION  OF  TREASURER  S  CASH 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1917 — per 

Cash  Book,  $28,233  98 

Receipts  Jan.  1  to  24, 1918,         5,624  62 


Payments  Jan.  1  to  24,  1918,  16,063  88 
Cash  in  Drawer  Jan.  24,  1918,  25  00 
Bank  Balance  Jan.  24,  1918,     17,769  72 


BANK  RECONCILIATION 


,858  60 


33,858  60 


Balance  Jan.  24,  1918— per  Statement,  19,385  88 

Outstanding  Checks  per  De- 
tailed List,  1,616  16 

Balance  Jan.  24,  1918 — per 

Cash  Book,  17,769  72 

  19,385  88 


TAXES  1914 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917 — per  Accountant's 

Ledger,  77  34 

Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  6  20 

Cash  on  Hand,  5  05 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917,    86  47 
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Less  Overpayments,1915 

and  1916,  20  38        66  09 

  77  34 

RECONCIIJATION 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1918,  71  14 

Paid  Treasurer  Jan.  1  to  Feb.  1,  1918,  51  14 
Abatements  Jan.  1  to  Feb.  1,  1918,      20  00 

 71  14 

TAXES  1915 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917 — per  Account- 
ant's Ledger,  4,748  22 
Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  3,33.6  58 
Abatements,  1917,  1,212  00 
Cash  on  Hand  Dec.  31,  1917,  6  11 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917,           193  53 

  4,748  22 


RECONCILIATION 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1918 — 

per  Accountant's  Ledger,  199  64 

Interest  Credited  as  Taxes,  10  00 


Abated  Feb.  1,  1918,  140  82 

Paid  Treasurer  Jan.  1  to 

Feb.  1,  1918,  18  02 

Outstanding  Feb.  1, 1918— 


209  64 
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per  List,  50  80 


TAXES  1910 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917 — 

per  Accountant's  Ledger,  23,535  71 

Interest  Collected,  1917,  474  00 

Collections  after  Abatement,  4  30 


Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  Ac- 
count of  Taxes,  18,989  47 

Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  Inter- 
est Credited  to  Taxes,  101  53 

Paid  Treasurer,  1917  Inter- 
est, 372  47 

Abatements,  1917,  13  08 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,1917— 

per  List,  4,537  52 


RECONCILIATION 


Outstanding  Dec.  31,1917— 

per  Accountant's  Ledger,  4,431  63 

Interest  Credited  as  Taxes,  101  53 

Collections  after  Abatement,  4  36 


Collections  Jan.  1  to  16,1918,  68  34 

Outstanding  Jan.  16, 1918 — 

per  List,  4,469  18 


209  64 


24,014  07 


24,014  07 


4,537  52 


4,537  52 
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TAXES  1917 

Commitment,  231,462  05 

Additional  Commitment,  312  96 

Excise  Tax,  1,668  93 


Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  194,937  55 

Abatements,  1917,  304  07 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,1917— 

per  Accountant's  Ledger,  38,202  32 


RECONCILIATION 


Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1918,  38,202  32 
Undetected  Difference,  4  27 


Collections  Jan.  1  to  23,1918,  4,853  12 
Outstanding  Jan.  23,  1918— 

per  List,  33,353  47 


SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917,  1,441  52 

Commitments,  899  36 


Paid  Treasurer,— 1917,  1,177  53 

Abatements,  213  00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,1917— 


233,443  94 


233.443  94 


38,206  59 


38.206  59 


2,340  88 
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per  List,  950  35 


2,840  88 


STREET  OILING  ASSESSMENTS  19 IG 


Outstanding,  Jan.  1,  1917, 

2,500 

00 

Overpayments  per  Cash  Book, 

10 

77 

Collections,  per  Cash  Book, 

1,514 

60 

Collections,   not  on  Cash 

Book, 

87 

88 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,1017— 

per  List, 

914 

23 

RECONCILIATION 


Outstanding  Jan.  1, 1917, 

per  Accountant's  Ledger,  2,500  00 
Overpayments,  13  73 


Paid  Treasurer,  1917 — per 

Accountant's  Ledger,  1,599  50 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,1917 — 

per  Accountant's  Ledger,  900  50 

Outstanding,  Dec.  31,  1917, 
per  List  in  Excess  of  Ac- 
countant's Ledger,  13  73 


2,510  77 


2,510  77 


2,513  73 


  2,513  73 

APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1910 

Outstanding  Jan.  .1,  1917,  190  0(; 
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Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  190  06 

APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1917 

Commitment,  274  71 

Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  92  58 

Outstanding  Dee.  31, 1917,  182  18 

  274  71 

COMMITTED  INTEREST— SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  191() 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1916,  27  44 

Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  27  44 

COMMITTED  INTEREST— SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1917 

Committed,  22  16 

Paid  Treasurer,  1917,  13  06 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1917,  9  10 

  22  16 


SE  WE  R    ASSESSM  E  NTS — UNA  PPORTION  ED 

Outstanding  Jan.  1 ,  1917,  3,380  83 

Commitments,  7,145  28 


10,526  11 


Collections  by  Treasurer,  3,110  07 

Abatements,  80  38, 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,1917— 

per  List,  7,335  66 


10,526  11 
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CEMETERY  ACCOUNTS 


Accounts  Prior  to  March,  1917: 
Perpetual  Care,      450  00 
Sale  of  Lots  and 

Graves,  555  00 

  1,005  00 

Accounts  March  to  December,  1917: 
Perpetual  Care,  3,100  00 
Sale  of  Lots  and 

Graves,  575  00 

Opening  Graves,  94  00 
Annual  Care,         18  00 

  3,787  00 


Payments  to  Treasurer: 
Accounts  Prior 

to  Mar.,  1917,  1,005  00 
Accounts  March 

to  Dec,  1917,  2,200  00 


4,792  00 


3,211  00 


Outstanding  December  31,  1917: 
Perpetual  Care,     640  00 
Sale  of  Lots  and 

Graves,  175  00 

Opening  Graves,  26  00 
Annual  Care,  6  00 

  847  00 
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Cash  on  Hand  Dec.  31, 1917,         734  00 


4,792  00 


SINKING  FUND 


Savings 

Deposits  Securities  ^\)tal 

On  Hand  at  Be- 
ginning of  year,  14,4(>9  30  16,000  00      o0,4()9  30 

On  H^and  at  End 

of  Year,             15,703  98  16,000  00      31,703  98 

Receipts  Payments 
Income  —  Savings  Deposits  in  Sav- 

Deposits,  594  i)2  ings  Banks,     1,234  62 

Income  —  Securi  - 

ties,  640  00 


Total,  1,234  62  Total,  1,284  62 

MYNOT  LIBRAKY  FUND 

Savings 

Deposits  Total 

On  Hand  at  Beginning  of  Year,    1,038  19  1,038  19 

On  Hand  at  End  of  Year,            1,003  28  1,003  28 

Receipts  Payments 
Withdrawn  from  Expended,  76  83 

Bank,  34  91 

Income,  41  92 


Total,  76  83       Total,  76  83 


REPORT  OF  STATE  AUDIT 


75 


CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE  FUNDS 

Cash  on  Savings 

Hand  Deposits  Total 

On  Hand  at  Be- 
ginning of  year,    850  00  21,075  58       21,425  58 

On  Hand  at  End 

ot  Year,   *24,885  93      *24,885  93 


Receipts 

Receipts,  3.145  00 

Balance  of  L  o  t 
Fund  in  Treas- 
ury Jan.l, 1917,  180  00 

Income  Earned,    944  12 

Cash  in  Town 
Treasury,  Jan. 
I,  1917,  350  00 


Payments 
D  e  p  o  s  i  ted  in 

Saving  Banks,  3,810  35 
E  X  p  e  n  ded  for 

Care  of  Lots.     808  77 


Total, 


4,019  12  Total, 


4,619  12 


^Includes  Liberty  Bond  of  $5000  subscribed  for, 
not  delivered  until  after  Dec.  31,  1917. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR 

FOR  YEAR  ENDING  JAN.  1,  1918 


To  THE  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen,  Citizens 
AND  Taxpayers: 
Gentlemen: 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  for  the  year  end- 
ing Dec.  31,  1918.  The  appropriations  were  mostly  all 
expended,  and  we  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  as 
much  labor  as  in  the  prev  ious  year.  On  that  account 
it  may  prove  interesting  to  note  a  few  statistics  regard- 
ing the  situation  of  labor  for  the  past  3^ear. 

According  to  reports  given  by  prominent  highway 
officials,  the  cose  of  road  work,  that  is,  construction,  re- 
construction and  maintenance,  in  New  England  in  1918 
was  50  to  100  percent,  higher  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  two  main  causes  of  the  increased  cost  were  ascribed 
to:  First,  increased  wages,  and  second,  to  the  inef- 
ficiency and  instability  of  labor.  The  men  were  con- 
stantly leaving  to  secure  a  higher  wage  offered  by  war 
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contractors.  It  costs  nearly  $4.00  to  do  the  same 
amount  of  work  which  would  have  been  done  a  year 
before  for  $1.00.  In  1910  laborers  were  paid  $1.75  to 
$2.00  for  an  8-hour  day.  Teams  cost  from  $4.50  to 
5.50.  Today  the  cost  tor  men  is  from  $3.00  to  5.00» 
and  teams  from  $7.00,  even  to  8.00  per  day.  Materials 
and  freight  have  increased  50  to  100  per  cent.  So  that 
under  such  figures  and  with  about  the  same  amounts 
as  the  previous  year  I  have  endeavored  to  make  the 
money  go  as  far  as  possible,  as  you  may  judge  from  the 
itemized  accounts. 

Now  the  war  is  over  and  we  must  face  the  prob- 
lems of  high  prices  with  light  hearts,  because  we  stand 
at  what  we  dare  hope — an  era  of  material  and  spiritual 
progress.  It  is  a  general  belief  that  the  outlook  for 
prices  on  materials  for  1919  will  not  be  a  decrease. 
But  the  executive  should  not  hesitate  at  that,  and  sim- 
ply start  right  in  with  work.  Whatever  additional  ex- 
penditures for  labor  or  material  is  entailed  must  be  re- 
garded as  one  more  contribution  in  winning  the  war. 


Highways 

HIGHWAYS — ITEMIZED  ACCOUNTS 

Snow  storms,  508  20 

Icy  gutters,  salt,  sand  on  walks,  717  79 

Flooding  at  Cady  Brook,       ,  339  51 

Worcester  Street  Brook,  12  81 
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Watering  troughs, 
Summer  washouts, 


90  29 
407  25 


Care  of  culverts,  repairs  iind  re- 
newing. 

Scraping,  leveling,  filling  coun- 
try roads, 


1,485  00 


163  50 


Special    repairs    with  crushed 

stone  and  ashes  on  the  fol- 
lowing roads:  Sandersdale, 

Lensdale,  West  Main,  East- 
ford,  McKinstry,  Blackmer, 

Charlton,  Geer,  Westville, 

Elm,Donais,  2,093  97 

Special  repairs  on  the  different 

streets,  namely:  Hartwell, 

Spring,     Everett,  Sayles, 

Glover,    Lovely,  Charlton, 

High,  Proulx,  Ash,  Collier, 

School,    Marcy,  Pleasant, 

Park,   Canal,    Mill,  Cliff, 

Snow,  Moon,  Cross,  Pine, 

Hillside,  Dresser,  Curtis,      1,197  62 
Ashes  walk  on  Goddard  Court, 

West  Street,  Marcy  Street,  215  75 
Repairs  at  the  Town  Barn,  182  08 

One  road  grading  machine,  300  00 

Tools  and  supplies,  549  18 

Total  Expenses,    8,773  01 

Salaries,  1,800  00 


Total  Highways,  $10,573  01 

Balance  on  hand,  $21  53 
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89  permits  to  open  streets  were  issued,  as  follows: 


S.  Water  Supply,  59 

W.  &  S.  Gas  &  Electric,  1(> 

Hamilton  Woolen  Co.,  4 

American  Optical  Co.,  2 

Miscellaneous,  8 


Bridges 

Amount  on  Hand,  738  25 

Expended,  727  46 


Balance,  10  74 

Mechanic  Street  Bridge  was  given  special  atten- 
tion. The  work  amounted  to  $595.75.  A  lew  other 
repairs  were  made  on  other  bridges  as  needed. 


Railings 

Amount,  $200  00    Biilance,  1  15 


Railings  were  repaired,  painted  on  Cliff  Street, 
Central  Street,  River  Street,  Hamilton  Street,  South 
Street  and  Westville. 


Sidewalk  Repairs 


Amount,  $2,000  00^  Balance,  .11 

Practically  the  amount  on  sidewalks  was  expended. 
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The  most  important  repairs  were  made  on  Worcester, 
Hamilton,  Mechanic,  Main,  North  Main  and  Charlton 
Streets. 

The  remaining  appropriations  under  my  charge 
were  the  following: 

Appropriation.  Balance. 
Main  and  Hamilton  Sts.  Clean- 
ing, 1,400  00  5  82 
Sanitary  Cleaning,                          800  00  78 
Permanent  Roads,                         2,000  00         81  74 
Oiling  Streets,                              2,500  00         88  40 
From  all  appropriations  I  have  a  total  balance  of 
$202.11. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Selectmen  and  officials  of  the 
other  departments  for  their  kind  assistance. 

Respectfully  yours, 

AIMEE  LANGEVIN, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


Forest  Fires 

There  were  seventeen  Forest  Fires  during  the 
year.  They  were  all  small  fires,  the  total  amount 
spent  being  $881.02,  out  of  the  appropriation  of  $500. 
Twenty-three  permits  to  burn  brush  were  issued,  and 
the  laws  of  forest  preservation  were  duly  observed. 


Fire  Wardens  For  1918 

Dennie   Langevin,  Louis   Pontbriand,  Geo.  H. 
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Clemence,  W.  H.  Wadleigh,  John  Keenan,  Adelard 
Bouchard,  Jos.  Payant,  Eusebe  Laliberte,  Jules  Liver- 
nois,  Wilfrid  Charron. 

AIMEE  LANGEVIN, 

Chief  Fire  Warden. 


Brown  Tail  Moths 

The  work  was  done  under  the  advice  of  the  State 
Forester.  Whatever  work  is  done  lessens  the  infestation 
and  betters  conditions.  The  cost  has  been  reduced 
from  $200  to  $100.  AIMEE  LANGEVIN, 

Local  Moth  Supt. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LIBRARIAN 


TRUSTEES  OF  JACOB  EDWARDS  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

George  Grant  John  M.  Cochran 

Fred  E.  Corbin  Francis  L.  Chapin 

Louis  O.  Rieutord  John  E.  Paige 

Henry  Tetrault  For  the  Fund 

For  the  Town 

LIBRARIAN 

Ella  E.  Miersch 

ASSISTANTS 

Mabel  W.  Plimpton  Ruth  Beecher 

Katherine  Wheeler 
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JANITOR 

Romnaldo  di  Bonaventura 

IJBRARY  HOURS 

Week  Days,  except  Jan.  1,  Memorial  Day,  Fourth  of 
July,  Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christ- 
mas:—10  to  12  a.  m.,  2  to  5.80;  G.30  to  9  p.  m. 


Librarian's  Report 

Conditions  at  the  Library,  like  everywhere  else, 
were  difficult  during  1918.  The  Library  was  closed  on 
the  six  Mondays  when  the  Fuel  Committee"  request- 
ed everyone  to  conserve  fuel,  and  on  all  other  evenings 
during  these  same  weeks  the  Library  was  closed  at  8 
o'clock.  Then  again,  on  account  of  the  influenza  epi- 
demic, the  Library  was  closed  from  Oct.  7  to  Nov.  4. 
Considering  all  of  these  facts,  together  with  the  addi- 
tional fact  that  most  people  were  busy  with  some  form 
of  war  work,  it  is  surprising  to  see  how  well  the  Library 
was  used:  45,165  volumes  were  taken  out  for  home  use, 
3;000  less  than  in  1917,  but  4000  more  than  were  taken 
out  during  the  whole  year  in  1913. 

Outside  of  fiction,  the  greatest  demand  has  natur- 
ally continued  to  be  for  books  on  the  war,  or  on  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  war.  The  Library  has  bought 
large  numbers  of  books  to  meet  this  demand,  not  only 
narratives  of  war  experienices  but  also  books  on  mili- 
tary training,  books  on  food  conservation,  books  of 
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poetry,  showing  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  fighting 
men. 

Great  numbers  of  pamphlets,  leaflets  and  book- 
marks on  gardening,  poultry,  food  conservation  and 
recipes,  liberty  loans  and  thrift  stamps  were  distributed ; 
books  were  collected  from  our  townspeople  for  soldiers' 
and  sailors'  libraries. 

Five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  volumes  hav^e  been 
lidded  to  the  Library,  which  now  contains  23,194  vol- 
umes. Harper's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  His- 
tory," in  ten  volumes,  has  been  added  to  the  Reference 
Room;  "  Everyman's  Music  Library,"  containing  a 
different  kind  of  music  in  each  of  its  ten  volumes, 
should  be  popular  with  music  lovers;  there  are  new 
books  on  learning  French  and  Spanish,  on  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Police, 
on  plumbing  and  electricity,  on  gardening  and  raising 
poultry,  on  optics  and  printing,  on  Mexico  and  the 
Balkans,  and  a  goodly  number  on  our  own  country.  A 
bulletin  containing  a  list  of  the  books  purchased  can  be 
obtained  free  at  the  Library. 

The  Literary  Committee  of  the  Woman'sClub  con- 
ducted a  story  hour  for  the  first  grades  during  March 
and  April  in  the  Historical  Room,"  and  the  children 
appeared  very  appreciative. 

There  were  the  usual  exhibitions  of  pictures,  many 
of  them  on  the  war. 

ELLA  E.  MIERSCH, 

Librarian. 
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ACCESSIONS 

Bound  Volumes  in  Library  Jan.  1,  1918,  22,630 
Added  by  Purchase,  382 
Added  by  Gifts,  79 
Added  by  Binding  Periodicals,  83 

  544 

23,180 

Wornout  Books,  128 
Replaced,  142 

  14 

Bound  Volumes  in  Library  Jan.  1,  1919,  23,194 

REGISTRATION 

Names  Registered  to  Jan.  1,  1918,  4,102 
Names  Registered  in  1918,  598 


Names  Now  Registered  at  the  Library,  4,700 


CIRCULATION 

Days  Library  Was  Open, 
Volumes  Circulated, 
Average  Daily  Use, 
Smallest  Daily  Use,  Feb.  5, 
Largest  Daily  Use,  Nov.  4, 
Smallest  Monthly  Use,  September, 
Largest  Monthly  Use,  March, 
Amount  Received  from  Fines, 


277 
45,105 
103 
21 
353 
3,544 
4,744 
$191  54 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Receipts: 

Town  Appropriation, 
Expenditures : 

Salaries, 

Light, 

Coal, 

Books, 

Binding, 

Equipment, 

Repairs, 

Supplies,, 

Printing, 

Expenses, 

Periodicals, 


$5,007  00 

$2,614  61 
158  61 
643  75 
690  36 
185  95 
9  45 

26  63 

83  78 

55  75 
184  28 
225  80 


4,828  97 


178  03 

MYNOTT  FUND 

Jan.  1,  1918,  1,003  28 

interest  to  Jan.  1,  1919,  40  52 


Amount  of  Fund  Jan.  1,  1919,  1,043  80 

GIFTS  ^ 

Vols. 

H.  H.  Bancroft,  2 

Mrs.  A.  Blackburn,  4 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Cady,  1 

Eddy  Town  Fund,  12 
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Reuben  H.  Donnelley  Corporation, 
Guaranty  Trust  Co., 
Harvard  University, 

Massachusetts  Constitutional  Convention, 

Massachusetts, 

Mrs.  C.  D.  Paige, 

Prudential  Insurance  Co., 

United  States  Government, 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: 
Gentlemen — 

The  Board  of  Health,  J.  E.  Donais,  M.  D.,  W.  S. 
Conway,  M.  D.,  and  Philias  S.  Caron,  organized  with 
Dr.  J.  E.  Donais,  Chairman,  and  Dr.  W.  S.  Conway, 
Secretary;  monthly  meetings  were  held,  with  many 
special  meetings  during  the  influenza  epidemic. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  reported  the  following  diseases  danger- 


ous  to  the  public  health  during  the  year: 

Chicken  Pox, 

2    Opthalmia  Neonato- 

Diphtheria, 

12  rum. 

1 

Measles, 

G3    Pulmonary  Tubereulo 

Mumps, 

4  sis. 

24 

Whooping  Cough, 

2    (Other  Forms)  " 

2 

Influenza  and  Pneu- 

Typhoid Fever, 

11 

monia, 

1288  Scarlet 

1 

Gonorrhea, 

1 
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This  shows  an  increase  over  last  year  in  all  of  the 
diseases  reportable  by  law,  but  not  much  increase  in  the 
diseases  which  are  what  might  be  called  the  regular 
diseases  listed  as  dangerous  to  the  public  health. 

INFLUENZA  EPIDEMIC 

During  the  months  of  October,  Ncwember  and  De- 
cember there  occurred  one  of  the  largest  epidemics  that 
has  ever  visited  this  town  and  the  country  at  large  dur- 
ing the  last  thirty  years,  that  of  the  "  Influenza-Pneu- 
monia Epidemic." 

On  the  advice  of  State  authorities  before  the  epi- 
demic reached  this  town,  but  had  been  raging  over  the 
whole  eastern  part  of  the  State,  the  Board  met  and 
considered  the  matter,  so  that  when  it  did  come,  which 
was  the  first  part  of  October,  we  were  prepared  to  com- 
bat it. 

Fortunately  the  Southbridge  Visiting  Nurse  Asso- 
ciation offered  their  nurse.  Miss  Julia  Barry,  to  the 
Board,  and  she  with  other  helpers  did  district  nursing 
for  influenza  alone  from  the  Board  of  Health's  office. 

Although  many  things  and,  at  times,  help  could 
not  be  obtained,  yet  we  believe  that  almost  all  the 
patients  had  proper  care. 

There  was  reported  1,288  cases  of  influenza  and 
pneumonia,  and  83  deaths;  we  know  of  all  the  deaths, 
but  there  must  have  been  many  cases  not  reported  to 
the  Board. 

The  Board  wish  to  publicly  thank  the  Southbridge 
Visiting  Nurse  Association,  the  Public  Safety  Commit- 
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tee,  the  school  teachers,  the  several  church  societies,  the 
Red  Cross  and  the  public  tor  their  help  and  generous 
gifts  of  clothing  and  food  in  this,  one  of  the  most  try- 
ing situations  that  has  visited  this  town  in  many  years. 

Although  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the 
epidemic  has  not  ceased,  yet  the  situation  has  improved 
to  a  point  where  each  family  can  care  for  its  sick. 

No  hospital  was  erected,  although  the  Board  had 
all  plans  made,  with  locations  in  view  for  an  open  air 
hospital,  as  recommended  by  the  State  Department  of 
Health,  if  the  situation  demanded  a  hospital. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Twenty-four  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
two  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were  reported  dur- 
in  the  year,  and  there  were  sixteen  deaths.  The  ex- 
penses for  this  department  increase  each  year,  as  we 
are  called  upon  to  pay  the  board  and  care  of  patients  in 
city  hospitals  for  many  weeks  before  they  can  be  ad- 
mitted to  State  sanatoriums,  the  cost  at  city  hospitals 
being  $12  per  week,  while  in  the  State  hospitals  it  is  $4. 
At  the  present  time  the  Town  is  paying  for  the  board 
and  care  of  seven  at  the  Westfield  State  Sanatorium, 
and  during  the  year  has  had  five  in  the  Worcester  Hos- 
pital and  one  in  a  hospital  at  New  Bedford,  besides  giv- 
ing aid  to  three  patients  living  at  home.  The  Board 
finds,  after  careful  study,  that  it  must  ask  for  a  larger 
appropriation  the  coming  year. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  has  been  open  each 
Monday  from  5  to  7  o'clock  P.  M.,  except  during  a  few 
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weeks  at  the  time  of  the  epidemic.  There  has  been  seven 
examined  during  .he  year,  a  very  small  number,  of 
which  two  were  positive  cases,  two  suspicious  cases, 
one  patient  returned  from  a  State  sanatorium,  and  two 
negative  cases. 


DEATHS 

Following  is  a  list  of  deaths  for  the  year: 


Diseases  of  the  Heart, 

18 

Enteritis, 

8 

Diseases  of  the  Brain, 

18 

Nephritis, 

9 

Cancer, 

12 

Premature  Birth, 

7 

Pneumonia, 

49 

Arterio  Sclerosis, 

3 

Influenza, 

48 

Measles, 

1 

Tuberculosis, 

10 

Diseases  of  the  Liver, 

2 

Angina  Pectoris, 

2 

Accidental, 

2 

Diabetes, 

4 

111  Defined, 

4 

Diphtheria, 

1 

All  Others, 

15 

Typhoid  Fever, 

1 

Still  Births, 

10 

Total— Males,  113;  Females,  97—220. 

DEATHS  BY 

MONTHS 

January, 

0 

July, 

9 

February, 

12 

August. 

10 

March, 

14 

September, 

13 

April, 

18 

October, 

58 

May, 

11 

November, 

27 

June, 

14 

December, 

28 

Total,  220. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  E.  DONAIS,  M.  D., 
W.  S.  CONWAY,  M.  D., 
P.  S.  CARON, 

Board  of  Health. 
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Agent's  Report 

To  the  Board  of  Health; 
Gentlemen — 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending 


Dec.  81,  11)18: 

Houses  Placarded  for  Contagious  Diseases,  13 

Houses  Disinfected  After  Contagious  Diseases,  13 

Houses  Disinfected  After  Other  Diseases,  15 

School  Houses  Disinfected,  2 

Garbage  Nuisancer  Investigated,  47 

Dump  Nuisances  Investigated,  4 

Yard  Nuisances  Investigated,  31 

Hen  Nuisances  Investigated,  6 

Swine  Nuisances  Investigated,  4 

Cesspool  Nuisances  Investigated,  1 

Privy  Nuisances  Investigated,  2 

Dead  Animals  Ordered  Buried,  3 

Sewer  Nuisance  Investigated,  1 

Contagious  Disease  Investigated,  2 

Other  Complaints  Investigated,  15 


These  nuisances  have  been  looked  into,  and  where 
complaints  were  justified  they  were  ordered  abated,  and 
all  have  been  abated  by  the  owners. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  and  the  public  for  their 
help  in  the  year's  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN, 

Agent, 
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Milk  Inspector's  Report 

To  the  Board  of  Health: 
Gentlemen — 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 31,  1818: 

I  have  issued  twenty-nine  (29)  milk  licenses  and 
seven  (7)  oleomargarine  licenses,  for  which  1  have 
turned  over  to  the  Town^Treasurer  the  sum  of  $18. 

I  have  had  but  few  complaints  about  the  quality  of 
the  milk  sold  in  town,  as  all  of  the  milk  sold  in  town  is 
from  nearby  farms.  I  believe  this  is  the  reason  for  the 
fact  that  good  milk  is  sold  here. 

I  have  visited  the  farms  where  the  milk  is  pro- 
duced, and  in  all  cases  I  found  the  farmer  trying  his 
best  under  war  times  to  follow  out  improvements 
suggested  to  make  his  stable  and  milk  rooms  cleaner 
and  more  sanitary,  which  is  the  foundation  for  good 
milk. 

This  office  is  ready  and  {^nxious  to  hear  all  com- 
plaints about  the  quality  and  quanty  of  milk  delivered, 
and  will  try  and  remedy  the  evil. 

The  householder  must  remember  that  the  peddler 
delivers  his  milk  from  ice-cooled  tanks,  and  she  must 
put  it  on  ice  as  soon  as  delivered  or  sour  milk  is  the  re- 
sult in  a  short  time. 

Hoping  that  the  return  of  help  will  make  it  possi- 
ble to  make  more  improvement  this  year  than  last  in 
sanitary  conditions  in  the  handling  of  milk,  I  wish  to 
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thank  the  dealers  and  the  public  in  its  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  R.BROWN, 

Inspector  of  Milk. 


Plumbing  Inspector's  Report 

To  the  Board  of  Health: 
Gentlemen — 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Plumbiog  Inspector 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1918: 

During  the  year  I  have  issued  25  permits  to  do 
plumbing  work  trom  applications  on  file  at  this  office. 
They  are  classified  as  follows: 

New    Old  Total 


Residences, 

1 

10 

11 

Two-Tenement  Houses, 

0 

2 

2 

Four-Tenement  Houses, 

0 

1 

1 

Office  Buildings, 

1 

0 

1 

Factories, 

1 

4 

5 

Hotel, 

0 

1 

1 

Additional  Fixtures, 

0 

4 

4 

Total, 

3 

22 

25 

These  buildings  contain  the  following  fixtures: 

Water  Closets,  54 

Wash  Trays, 

2 

Sinks,  30 

Urinals, 

2 

Baths,  20 

Refrigerators, 

1 

Bowls,  27 

Floor  Drains, 

3 

On  this  work  I  have  made  the  following  inspec- 
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tions: 

Water  Tests,  23       Final  Inspections,  23 

Other  Tests,  2 

Following  is  the  number  of  houses  connected  with 
the  public  sewer  or  with  cesspools  during  the  year: 

Old       New  Total 
With  Sewer,  9  1  10 

With  Cesspool,  5  1  0 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN. 

Plumbing  Inspector. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

FIRE  ENGINEERS 


In  compliance  with  custom  we  submit  our  report 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 1918,  showing  the  number 
of  fires,  value  of  property  endangered,  when  alarms 
were  given  (still  alarms  not  included),  roll  call,  equip- 
ment, etc.,  and  recommendations  that  we  believe  will 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  department. 

The  Town  Accountant's  report  will  show  for  us  a 
balance  of  $97.05.  There  were  110  alarms  in  all,  90 
still  and  20  bell.  The  value  of  property  endangered: 
Buildings,  $120,760;  contents,  $100,725;  total,  $221,- 
485.  Loss  on  property:  Buildings,  $8,436;  contents, 
$2,524.15;  total,  $10,960. 

Insurance  on  property:  Buildings,  $102,850;  con- 
tents, $99,500;  total,  $202,350;  insurance  paid  on 
buildings,  $7,736;  insurance  paid  on  contents,  $5,784; 
total,  $13,520.  Insurance  in  excess  of  loss,  $94,414. 
Loss  in  excess  of  insurance,  $3,224.15. 
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ROLL  CALL 


Joseph  E.  Duchesneau,  Chief 

Louis  Lamothe, 
Willard  J.  Claflin, 
George  W.  Laughnane, 
John  J.  Hogan,  Clerk 


PERMANENT  MEN 


Henry  Lavoie,  Govan  J.  Wright,  George  A.  Larochelle 


STEAMER  CO.  NO.  1 


Joseph  Brouilette,  Captain 
Isidore  Duchesneau,  Lieutenant 


Henry  Desaulniers 
Arthur  Durocher 
Hormisdas  Duplissis 
Michael  Birmingham 
Michael  Maloney 
Joseph  Ford 


Adelard  Delage 
Joseph  Morin 
George  Lamothe 
Alfred  Langevin 
Clement  J.  Potvin 
Paul  Fontaine 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  NO.  2 


Hosea  Weld,  Captain 
Frank  J.  Walsh,  Lieutenant 
Patrick  May  Napoleon  Loranger 

Calixte  Boucher,  George  W.  Lavallee 

Charles  F.  Reilly  Eugene  Paul 

Louis  E.  Farland,  Alex  McDonald 
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HOOK  AND  LADDER  NO.  1 

Joseph  Lucier,  Captain 
John  B.  Casavant,  Lieutenant 
Leander  Coutre,  Origene  Lacasse 

Oliver  Paul  Felix  Lava] lee 

Philias  Dufault  Wilbrod  Paul 

Henry  Lusignan  Alfred  Boucher 

Arthur  McDonald  Henri  Lainontagne 

STEAMER  CO.  NO.  2 

James  Pollard,  Captain 
Paul  Potvin,  Lieutenant 
Frank  J.  Greenwood,  Engineer 
Alfred  Gaumond  John  Mallison 

Alfred  Lavallee  Paul  Grenier 

Hector  Collette  Nelson  Allard 

Adelard  Dumas  Joseph  Dufault 

Joseph  Lariviere,  Steward. 

EQUIPMENT  OF  DEPARTMENT 

One  horse-drawn  steamer,  2  horse-drawn  hook  and 
ladder  trucks,  1  automobile  hook  and  ladder  truck,  I 
automobile  combination  chemical  and  hose  truck,  1 
triple-combination  pump,  1  auto  supply  truck,  1  hand 
hose  reel,  1  racing  cart,  5650  feet  of  hose  in  good  con- 
dition, 10  nozzles,  5  six-gallon  hand  chemicals,  4  three- 
gallon  hand  chemicals;  all  in  service. 
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FIRES  AND  LOCATIONS 

Jan.  5. — Box  47,  alarm  0.45  a.  m.,  recall  7  a.  m. 
Fire  in  six-tenement  block  on  Worcester  street  owned 
by  John  Tully.  Cause,  sparks  from  chimney.  Insured. 

Feb  1.— Box  42,  alarm  11.48  a.  m.,  recall  12.20. 
Fire  in  two-tenement  block,  Woodstock  road,  owned  by 
Stefan  Ohap.    Cause,  defective  chimney.  Insured. 

Feb.  17. — Box  42,  alarm  11.80  a.  m.,  recall  12  m. 
Four-tenement  block  on  Golt  street  owned  by  Eusta- 
chio  Barbierri.    Cause,  incendiary.  Insured. 

Feb.  28.^Box  28,  alarm  11.20  a.  m.,  recall  11.30 
a.  m.  Three-tenement  block.  Fine  street,  owned  by 
Narcisse  LeBlanc.    Cause,  boiling  tar.    No  damage. 

March  3. — Box  45,  alarm  at  7.45  p.  m.,  recall  8 
p.  m.  Three-tenement  block,  Rose  street,  owned  by 
Morris  Green.    Cause  cumbustion.  Insured. 

March  3. — Box  45,  alarm  11.05  p.  m.,  recall  11.55 
p.  m.  Fire  in  three-tenement  block.  Rose  street,  owned 
by  Morris  Green.    Cause,  electric  wires.  Insured. 

March  12.— Box  37,  Alarm  12.07  a.  m.,  recall  1 
a.  m.  Fire  in  two-tenement  house  on  Dresser  street 
owned  by  Pierre  AUard.  Cause,  overheated  furnace. 
Insured. 

March  14. — Box  34,  alarm  4.20  a.  m.,  recall  5.05 
a.  m.  Fire  in  bowling  alley,  Central  street,  owned  by 
Laverdiere  &  Denatte.    Cause,  cigarettes.  Insured. 

March  14.— Box  51,  alarm  7.20  a.  m.,  recall  7.25 
a.  m.,  dwelling  on  Cohasse  street  owned  by  Mrs.  Ernest 
Bourdelais.    No  damage.    Cause  smoke. 
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Marcli  15. — Box  28,  alarm  7.40  a.  m.,  recall  7.55 
a.  m.  Fire  in  store  owned  by  Gideon  Pinsonneault. 
Cause,  combustion.  Insured. 

March  15. — Box  24,  alarm  4.20  p.  m.,  recall  4.45 
p.  m.  Fire  in  dwelling  house  on  High  street  owned 
by  Mrs.  John  J.  Martin.    Cause,  hot  ashes.  Insured. 

March  23. — Box  45,  alarm  11.05  p.  m.,  recall  11.45 
p.  m.  Fire  in  carriage  shed  and  barn,  Charlton  street, 
owned  by  Dominia  Payant.  Cause,  electric  wires. 
Loss,  $500.  Insured. 

April  G. — Box  51,  alarm  3.20  p.  m.,  recall  3.55  p. 
m.  Fire  in  barn  on  Eastford  road  owned  by  John 
Peck.    Cause,  brush  fire.    Not  insured. 

May  9. — Box  71,  alarm  4.35  a.  m.,  recall  5  a.  m. 
Fire  in  brick  building  of  American  Optical  Company, 
Mechanic  street.    Cause,  overheated  oven.  Insured. 

June  11. — Box  32,  alarm  0.32  p.  m.,  recall  i)A5  p. 
m.  Fire  in  store  on  Hamilton  street  owned  by  Ellen 
Callahan.    Cause,  rubbish.    No  damage. 

June  13. — Box  24,  alarm  4.15  p.  m.,  recall  4.45  p. 
m.  Ftre  in  two-tenement  house  on  West  Main  street 
owned  by  Hamilton  Woolen  Company.  Cause,  defect- 
ive chimney.  Insured. 

June  24. — Box  47,  alarm  3.15  p.  m.    False  alarm. 

Sept.  13. — Box  25,  alarm  9.40  a.  m.,  recall,  9.50 
a.  m.  Fire  in  duelling  house  on  Pine  street  owned  by 
Pierre  Allard.    Cause,  hot  iron.  Insured. 

Oct.  13. — Box  51. — Alarm  3.30  a.  m.  False  alarm, 
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Nov.  1. — Box  43,  alarm  8.04  p.  m.,  recall  8.40  p. 
m.  Fire  in  building  o^vned  by  Southbi  idge  Printing 
Company.    No  damage. 

Dec.  1. — Box  45,  alarm  8.50  a.m.,  ro:*all  9.05  a.m. 
Fire  in  six-tenement  block  on  Mechaxiic  street  owned 
by  Morris  Green.    Cause,  matches.    No  damage. 

Dec.  19.— Box  27,  alarm  9.10  a.  m.,  recall  10.10 
a.  m.  Fire  in  six-tenement  block  on  High  street  owned 
by  J.  K.  Egan.    Cause,  overheated  stove.  Insured. 


RAISE  $15,500 

In  submitting  our  report  for  this  year  we  feel  a 
great  satisfaction  in  the  excellent  showing  made  by 
the  department,  and,  no  doubt,  all  the  people  of  South- 
bridge  feel  satisfied  that  the  money  spent  in  purchasing 
up-to-date  apparatus  was  spent  judiciously.  We  recom- 
mend three  more  permanent  men,  including  chief,  and 
the  centralization  of  the  apparatus.  That  is  to  say,  keep 
all  the  apparatus  in  No.  1  House;  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  call  men  at  Globe  Village  to  10;  discontinue 
No.  2  house,  and  thus  enable  the  Board  of  Engineers 
to  run  the  department  more  economically  and  at  the 
same  time  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Fire 
Department.  We  wish  to  state  that  the  above  recom- 
mendations are  fully  in  accord  with  the  wishes  of  the 
fire  underwriters  and  meet  their  approval.  It  may 
seem  at  first  that  the  above  recommendations  are  tak- 
ing away  protection  from  Globe  Village.    But  it  is  not 
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SO.  We  feel  the  town  can  dispose  of  No.  2  House  to 
advantage.  We  also  think  the  Fire  Department  Head- 
quarters should  be  more  centrally  located,  and  know- 
ing the  wants  of  the  town,  we  suggest  building  a  mod- 
ern fire  station  on  the  corner  of  Pine  and  Main 
streets  and  the  Town  using  No.  1  House  tor  court  room, 
police  station,  emergency  room,  and  in  so  doing  get 
some  return  for  its  money. 

We  also  recommend  an  increase  in  pay  for  all 
members,  with  the  exception  of  Chief. 

We  recommend  an  appropriation  of  $15,500.  This 
amount  will  take  care  of  everj^  item  of  expense  in  con- 
nection with  the  department,  including  500  feet  of 
hose.  We  want  to  thank  the  citizens  for  their  co-oper- 
ation; the  firemen  for  obedience  and  good  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  E.  DUCHESNEAU,  Chief. 

WILLARD  J.  CLAFLIN. 

LOUIS  LAMOTHE, 

GEORGE  W.  LAUGHNANE, 

JOHN  J.  HOGAN,  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SEALER 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge: 
Gentlemen — 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  from  November 
30,  1917,  to  November  30,  1918: 

Adjusted  Platform  Scales  Over  5,000  Pounds,  11 

Sealed  Platform  Scales  Over  5,000  Pounds,  14 

Condemned  Platform  Scales  Over  5,000  Pounds,  2 

Adjusted  Platform  Scales  Under  5,000  Pounds,  5 

Sealed  Platform  Scales  Under  5,000  Pounds,  134 

Non-Sealed,  10 
Condemned  Platform  Scales  Under  5,000  Pounds,  6 

Sealed  Slot  Weighing  Scales,  8 

All  Other  Scales  Adjusted.  19 

All  Other  Scales  Sealed,  254 

All  Other  Scales  Condemned,  9 

Number  of  Weights  Adjusted,  0 

Number  of  Weights  Sealed,  1,255 

Number  of  Weights  Condemned,  37 
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Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Adjusted, 

XT 

None 

Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Sealed, 

107 

Number  oi  Liquid  Measures  Condemned, 

9 

Number  oi  Milk  Jars  Sealed, 

105 

Number  oi  Milk  Jars  Condemned, 

XT 

None 

Number  of  Linear  Measures  Sealed, 

41 

Number  of  Linear  Measures  Condemned, 

1 

(Jil  and  Molasses  Fumps  Ii^ealed, 

31) 

Oil  and  Molasses  Pumps  Condemned, 

7 

lotai  Adjusted, 

38 

1  otai  oeaiea, 

2,098 

1  otal  Condemnea, 

82 

Certificates  Issued  in  the  Office,  and  Outside, 

287 

Inspection  of  Stores, 

84 

Inspection  of  Hawkers  and  Peddlers, 

76 

Inspection  of  Peddlers'  Licenses, 

64 

inspection  oi  ivihk  vv  agons, 

ID 

Inspection  of  Coal  Certificates, 

27 

Inspection  of  Junk  Dealers, 

12 

Inspection  of  Ice  Wagons, 

30 

During  the  year  many  inspections  were  made  at 
different  times  of  which  no  record  was  kept.  The 
scales  of  hawkers,  peddlers,  coal  dealers,  ice  dealers  and 
those  in  markets,  grocery  stores,  etc.,  were  inspected  to 
insure  against  carelessness  and  fraud. 

Within  the  last  few  years  many  outside  hawkers 
and  peddlers  have  been  eliminated  from  this  town,  to 
the  benefit  of  our  merchants,  who  pay  rent  and  taxes 
and  give  employment;  it  is  no  more  than  right  that 
they  should  be  protected. 
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The  department  has  received  few  complaints  of 
short  weight  this  year,  although  many  violations  of 
the  law  were  noted  and  quickly  adjusted.  All  of  the 
violations  except  one,  where  a  fine  was  paid,  were  slight, 
and  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  bring  them  to  the 
attention  of  the  court. 

More  incorrect  scales  have  been  seized  and  con- 
demned during  the  past  year,  and  are  held  at  the  Seal- 
er's office. 

The  duties  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
are  becoming  more  important  and  harder  each  year,  as 
the  Government  and  State  inspectors  require  more 
work  and  time  put  in  the  position  to  stop  fraud  and 
deceit  and  give  a  greater  protection  to  the  purchasing 
public. 

The  inventory  of  the  Sealer's  Department,  taken 
Dec.  31,  has  given  the  amount  of  $334.50. 

The  fees  collected  during  the  year  and  paid  to  the 
Town  Treasurer  amount  to  $140.51. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FELIX  GATINEAU,  Sealer. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge,  Mass. : 

The  Cemetery  Committee  organized  with  George  H. 
Hartwell,  Jr.,  as  chairman,  S.  W.  Williams  as  clerk. 

We  have  carried  on  the  work  after  the  lines  of  last 
year  and  consider  it  as  successful,  although  the  cash 
turnover  is  not  as  large.  John  F.  Nichols  was  appoint- 
ed in  April  as  foreman,  and  it  is  due  to  him  that  the 
cemetery  presented  so  fine  an  appearance. 

He  has  been  appointed  for  1919,  and  we  feel  that 
we  are  fortunate  to  retain  him.  Superintendent  S.  W- 
Williams  has,  as  usual,  put  in  his  efBcient  work,  and  has 
also  been  reappointed. 

It  is  with  much  sorrow  that  we  I'eport  the  loss  by 
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death  of  an  interested  and  untiring  worker  committee- 
«  man,  Mr.  Henry  C.  Cady. 

Daniel  P.  Bernheim  has  been  appointed  to  fill  out 
his  unexpired  term. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  and  town  officials 
for  their  hearty  co-operation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ALVA  L.  HYDE, 
WARDWELL  M.  EDWARDS, 
CLARENCE  F.  MORSE, 
DANIEL  P.  BERNHEIM, 
GEORGE  H.  HARTiVELL,  Jr., 
DANIEL  T.  MORRILL. 
S.  W.  WILLIAMS,  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


The  Assessors  of  the  Town  ot  Southbridge  submit 
the  following  report  for  the  year  1918: 
Town  Appropriation,  $245,992  44 

Less  Estimated 

revenue,      $35,000  00 
State  Income 

Tax,  8,811  18 

 $43,811  18 

 $202,181  26 

State  Tax,  20,790  00 

County  Tax,  10,026  00 

State  Highway  Tax,  1,028  33 


116 


REPORT  OF  ASSESSORS 


Auditing  Municipal  Account,  304  85 

Overlayings,  3,045  70 


Total  Amount  to  be  Raised  by  Taxes,  $237,446  20 

Valuation  Real  Estate 

April  1,  1918,  0,232,870  00 

Tax  on  Real  Estate,  155,822  00 

Valuation  Personal  Es- 
tate April  1,  1918,  2,779,980  00 

Tax  on  Personal  Estate,  09,499  90 

Valuation  Resident 

Bank  Stock,  173,505  00 

Tax  on  Resident  Bank 

Stock,  4,337  64 

Number  of  Polls  As- 
sessed, 3893,  at  $2.00,  7,786  00 


Total  Valuation,  9,186,355  00 


Total  Taxes  Assessed,  237,446  20 

Value  Non-Resident 

Bank  Stock,  41,495  00 

Tax   on  Non-Resident 

Bank  Stock,  1,037  42 

Sewer  Apportionments 

Assessed,  259  58 


Total  Warrant  to  Collector  August  31,  238,743  20 
Worcester  Consolidated  Street  Railway 
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Company,  Excise  Tax,  1,655  57 


Total  Amount  to  Collector  for  1918,  240,398  77 

Total  Valuation  Dec.  31,  1918,  9,186,355  00 

Rate  per  Thousand,  25  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 
ANTOINE  FARLAND, 
WILLIAM  H.  McGILPIN, 
PHILEAS  F.  X.  CASAVANT, 

Assessors  of  Southbridge. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  OF  POOR 


In  presenting  this  report  for  1918  we  wish  to  ex- 
press to  the  Selectmen  and  members  of  the  town  gov- 
ernment how  much  we  appreciate  their  co-operation 
during  the  past  year. 

We  feel  that  it  has  been  a  year  in  which  this  Board 
has  been  confronted  with  issues  never  before  expe- 
rienced by  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  The  greatest  ex- 
tra expense  has  been  the  epidemic  of  influenza  now 
raging,  which  has  not  only  necessitated  immediate  as- 
sistance but  also  means  that  there  are  many  families  in 
our  tovrn  who  have  lost  their  husband  and  father,  there- 
by losing  their  means  of  support,  and  will  have  to  be 
aided  by  the  town  for  years  to  come.  Although  this 
aid  has  been  done  with  the  Outside  Poor  account, 
a  heavy  load  will  fall  on  the  Mothers' Aid  from  now  on. 
Applications  already  have  been  filed.  Even  with  this 
we  are  able  to  report  a  balance  on  both  these  accounts. 
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Our  Almshouse  Account  we  were  forced  to  over- 
draw, owing  to  the  high  cost  of  foodstuffs  and  repairs 
which  were  ordered  by  the  State.  Our  buildings  and 
equipment,  except  the  barn,  are  in  the  best  of  condi- 
tion, owing  to  the  efficient  work  of  Warden  and  Mrs. 
Jos.  N.  Payant,  whom  we  have  appointed  for  the  year 
1919.    Repairs  on  the  barn  must  be  made  this  spring. 

We  have  placed  the  town  physician  on  a  basis  with 
other  appointive  offices,  with  a  stated  salary,  and  whose 
term  expires  Dec.  31  of  each  year.  Dr.  J.  E.  Donais 
has  been  reappointed  after  his  years  of  faithful  service. 

We  have  also  with  our  appropriation  equipped  an 
up-to-date  office  on  the  first  floor  at  the  Town  Hall, 
where  we  can  handle  the  work  in  a  more  efficient  man- 
ner. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
EUGENE  MATTE,  Chairman. 
GEORGE  H.  HARTWELL,  Jr.,  Clerk 
NARCISSE  PELOQUIN,  Visitor. 


Inventory  at  Almshouse  for  1918 

Class  No.  1 — Live  Stock: 

1  Pair  Gray  Horses,  Value,  $650  00 

1  Driving  Mare,  Value,  200  00 

14  Head  Cattle,  Value,  1,390  00 

24  Pigs,  Value,  277  00 

Fowls  and  Chickens,  Value,  139  00 
Class  2: 

Grain  and  Feed,  1,079  25 
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Class  3: 

Lumber  and  Fuel,  337  00 

Class  4: 

Vegetables,  287  50 

Class  5: 

Supplies,  etc.,  116  50 

100  Pounds  Tobacco,  75  00 

Class  (>: 

Preserves  and  Groceries,  109  17 
Class  7: 

Furniture,  063  30 

Crockery  and  Tinware,  825  85 

Farming  Tools,  1,485  43 

Grand  Total,   $7,095  00 

ARTHUR  HARWOOD, 
JOHN  HALPIN, 
ARSENE  GIRARD, 

Appraisers. 


ANNNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

PLAYGROUND  COMMITTEE 


To    the    Members  of  the    Playground  Committee, 

Southbridge,  Mass.: 
Gentlemen — 

The  year  from  April,  1918,  to  April,  1919,  has 
been  designated  as  the  Children's  Year  by  the 
Children's  Bureau  of  the  Department  of  Labor.  This 
department  sent  out  an  appeal  to  "  save  the  nation's 
children  from  war-time  hazards  of  increased  delin- 
quency, over-taxed  nerves  and  weakened  bodies,  by  giv- 
ing them  a  fair  chance  in  the  summer  vacation  to  grow 
well  and  strong  through  play  and  recreation. 

The  eighth  season  of  supervised  play  in  our  town 
came  during  the  period  devoted  to  the  drive  to  pro- 
mote playgrounds,  recreation  centers  and  leisure  time 


124 


REPORT  OF  PLAYGROUND  COMMITTEE 


activities,  and  the  playgrounds  were  conducted  along 
the  lines  suggested  by  the  National  Committee.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  promote  play,  to  inspire  a  desire 
for  team  work,  a  willingness  to  give  and  take,  and  fair 
play. 

ATTENDANCE 

The  attendance  at  the  playgrounds  was  the  largest 
ever,  1035  children  being  present  opening  day,  and 
1150  closing  day.  The  number  of  instructors  was  de- 
creased, therefore  the  increased  attendance  brought  ex- 
tra burden. 

EQUIPMENT 

The  same  apparatus  was  in  use  as  in  former  years; 
new  slides  are  needed  and  repairs  must  be  made  on 
most  of  the  apparatus. 

ACTIVITIES 

The  activites  included  baseball,  basketball,  volley 
ball  and  many  other  ball  gardes;  active  games,  races, 
track  events,  athletic  contests  for  boys  and  girls,  and 
folk  dancing  for  girls.  The  games  were  of  a  more 
highly  organized  nature  than  previous  years. 

INDUSTRIAL  WORK 

The  industrial  work  included  bas-ket  making,  foot 
rests,  muffin  stands,  trays,  raffia  bag,  braided  straw 
bags,  woven  raffia  pillow  tops,  sewing,  rug  weaving. 
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knitting,  crocheting  embroidery,  wood  whittling,  sten- 
ciling, kite  making  and  chair  caning.  An  important 
branch  was  the  Red  Cross  work,  the  children  knitting 
squares  for  the  afghans  used  as  extra  hospital  bed 
covers,  knitting  sweaters  and  stockings  for  the  soldiers, 
also  sewing  flannelette  squares  to  make  bed  quilts  for 
hospital  use.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Edwards 
Co.  an  exhibit  of  this  work  was  shown  in  their  spacious 
show  windows. 

SWIMMING 

The  swimming  classes  were  well  attended  by  girls 
and  boys;  learning  to  swim  seemed  more  popular  this 
season  than  last.  These  classes  were  held  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday  mornings  at  Sandy  Beach  off  the  shore 
of  "  Big  Pond."  The  Hamilton  Woolen  Company  gen- 
erously permitted  the  use  of  this  tract  for  public  bathing, 
and  as  a  safeguard  for  the  children  have  created  a  safe- 
ty zone. 

The  children  are  under  careful  supervision  during 
the  swimming  classes.  At  the  close  of  the  season  a 
swimming  meet  of  five  events  for  boys  and  girls  was 
held.  The  winners  of  the  honors  were  presented  with 
prizes  donated  by  Miss  Florence  Rowley,  swimming 
instructor  for  girls. 

NEW  FEATURES 

Community  singing  of  the  present  day  war  songs 
and  national  anthems  was  a  delightful  feature  each 
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afternoon.  A  food  demonstration  under  the  direction 
of  Mrs.  J.  I.  Beck  was  given  at  the  Union  Street 
Ground,  and  resulted  in  increased  interest  along  the 
line  of  conservation. 

SUPERVISION 

There  were  changes  in  the  supervision,  resulting 
trom  the  call  to  arms  and  the  lure  of  high  wages. 
-  Three  of  our  past  athletic  instructors  had  responded  to 
the  country's  need,  and  some  ol  the  young  women  en- 
tered the  industries,  and  three  were  granted  a  leave  of 
absence.  There  were  but  nineteen  instructors,  includ- 
ing the  Supervisor;  many  of  these  were  untrained  to 
the  work  and  were  instructed  as  to  their  duties  at  the 
Wednesday  morning  meetings  at  the  Town  Hall. 

With  a  larger  attendance  and  fewer  instructors 
the  conclusion  is  more  intensive  work  for  each  in- 
structor, and  it  is  obvious  that  to  retain  trained  in- 
structors it  will  be  necessary  to  offer  salary  inducements. 

We  must  realize  that  these  people  are  actively  en- 
gaged in  entertaining  children  during  the  hottest  sea- 
son of  the  year,  and  the  hottest  time  of  the  day. 

SUGGESTIONS 

A  public  tennis  court  or  courts,  centrally  located, 
for  girls  and  boys  too  old  to  attend  playgrounds,  be 
planned. 

A  winter  toboggan  slide  on  some  of  our  play- 
grounds would  afford  much  pleasure  to  the  children, 
and  add  to  the  safety  of  pedestrians. 
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The  flooding  of  Union  Street  Grounds  would  af- 
ford a  safe  spot  for  skating  for  the  younger  children. 

More  rooms  partitioned  off  at  the  bath  houses,  to 
accommodate  more  people  at  one  time;  a  gong  at  the 
bath  house. 

A  general  testing  of  apparatus  before  opening  the 
new  season. 

Acting  in  accordance  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
Children's  Bureau  that  one  week  be  set  aside  for 
patriotic  play,  the  last  week  of  the  season  was  chosen. 
Each  playground  arranged  a  special  program  for  the 
week,  and  the  six  grounds  united  in  a  play  testival  and 
patriotic  pagent  at  the  Central  Street  Ground  on  clos- 
ing day. 

The  Supervisor  wishes  to  thank  all  persons  who 
contributed  in  any  way  to  the  success  of  the  work ;  ap- 
preciates the  valuable  time  given  by  the  committee  to 
plan  for  the  conduct  of  the  season's  activities,  and 
makes  special  mention  of  the  faithfulness  of  the  in- 
structors. Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARET  G.  BUTLER. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge: 

Your  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  herewith  sub- 
mit their  report  for  the  year  1918: 

There  are  now  connected  with  the  system  1089 
buildings,  including  manufacturing  plants,  schools, 
public  buildings,  tenement  houses  and  residences.  In 
as  much  as  there  was  not  a  great  deal  of  sewer  construc- 
tion d(^ne  in  the  season  of  1918  two  expensive  jobs  of 
reconstructing  were  undertaken. 

The  first  was  started  in  April  on  a  stretch  of  sewer 
on  Snow  Street  that  had  to  be  relaid,  due  to  faulty  pipe 
connections  caused  by  the  settling  of  the  earth. 

The  second  was  one  on  East  Main  Street,  under- 
taken late  in  the  season  and  not  completed^at'the  time 
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this  report  was  written.  This  second  piece  of  work 
will  necessitate  the  excavating  and  relaying  of  approx- 
imately 200  feet  of  pipe  at  a  depth  of  perhaps  12  feet. 
Conditions  on  Mechanic  Street  and  surroundings  were 
in  such  a  state  that  this  work  was  an  absolute  necessity. 

The  work  at  the  filter  beds  has  not  been  done  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  not  due  to  the  man  in  charge  but 
to  the  system,  that  is  not  adequate  to  handle  the  in- 
creased amount  of  Altera ge  received. 

The  construction  of  the  Moon  Stieet  sewer  was 
started  in  May  and  was  completed  in  July. 
Total  Cost  of  Construction,  $646  11 

One-third  by  Town,  215  37 

Two-thirds  by  Abutters,  430  74 

Assessable  Rate  Per  Foot,  0.627 

Assessments  for  above  sewer  were  levied  in  1918. 

Work  was  started  in  December,  1918,  on  sewer 
construction  on  Charlton  Road,  but  not  completed  this 
year. 

In  reference  to  an  appropriation  for  our  sewer 
maintenance,  due  to  the  work  that  must  be  done  on 
East  Main  Street,  we  require  $2,500  to  carry  on  the 
work  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

HORMISDAS  U.  BAIL, 
GEORGE  W.  DUMAS, 
JOSEPH  A.  ALLARD, 

Sewer  Commissioners. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  > 

TOWN  CLERK 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1918: 


Number  of  Marriages,  85 

Number  of  Deaths,  260 

Number  of  Births,  422 

Number  of  Dogs  Licensed  in  1918: 

Males,  276 

Females,  21 

Breeders,  1 


Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  W.  BUCKLEY, 

Town  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board   of   Selectmen   of  South- 
bridge: 
Gentlemen — 

In  compliance  with  the  town  ordinance,  I  herewith 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  eighth  annual  report 
of  the  Police  Department  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31, 
1918.  The  organization  of  the  Police  Department  at 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows: 

CHIEF 

Napoleon  Giroux 
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PATROLMEN 


Pierre  A.  Cormier 
Joseph  Paquin 
Alpherie  Duplessis 
Daniel  Blute 


Olivier  Paul,  Jr. 


Patrick  Donnelley 
Honore  St.  Martin 


Leave  of  absence  to  Ulric 


Brault,  U.  S.  A. 


DESK  OFFICER 

Andrew  M.  Higgins 

JANITOR 

Joseph  D.  Proulx 

CONSTABLES 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


Business  performed  by  the  department  during 
the  year  expiring  Dec.  31,  1918:  Total  number  of  ar- 
rests, 255;  arrests  on  warrants,  34;  without  warrants, 
221;  males,  233;  females,  22;  minors,  22;  non-resi- 
dents, 55;  residents,  200. 


Drunkenness,  89;  assault,  24;  common  drunk,  4; 
neglect,  10;  breaking  and  entering,  11;  vagrants,  3; 
larceny,  4;  affray,  9;  trespassing,  35;  assault  with  in- 
tent to  murder,  1;  assault  with  dangerous  weapon,  4; 


Patrick  Donnelley 


Andrew  M.  Higgins 


Pierre  A.  Caplette 


OFFENCES 
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selling  renovated  butter,  5;  operating  without  a  li- 
cense, 4;  violation  of  probation,  2;  bastardy,  2;  dis- 
turbing the  peace,  7;  fornication,  1;  driving  away  a 
team,  1;  exposure  of  person,  1;  keeping  a  nuisance,  3; 
assault  and  battery,  2;  work  or  fight,  5;  adultery,  2; 
performing  unnecessary  labor  on  the  Lord's  Day,  1 ; 
common  night  walker,  2;  reckless  driving,  2;  con- 
tempt of  court,  1;  keeping  liquor  with  intent  to  sell, 
1;  insane  person,  3;  manslaughter,!;  peddling  with- 
out a  license,  1;  carrying  a  dangerous  weapon,  1; 
stubborn  child,  2;  threatening,  1;  abuse  of  a  female 
child,!;  operating  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor, 
!;  arrest  on  capias,  !;  delirium  tremens,  0,  who  were 
cared  for. 

DISPOSITION  OF  CASES 

Released,  03;  probation,  9;  on  file,  42;  fined,  02; 
grand  jury,  13;  costs  of  court,  5;  discharged,  10;  Town 
Farm,  1;  nol  prossed,  2;  House  of  Correction,  11; 
State  Farm,  0;  appeal  cases,  12;  Home  of  Good  Shep- 
herd, 2;  Sherborn,  1;  committed  to  other  institutions, 
3;  ordered  to  leave  the  district,  10;  suspended  sen- 
tence, 4. 

OCCUPATION 

Laborers,  174;  clerks,  2;  filers,  3;  farmers,  13; 
hotel  keeper,  1;  keeper  of  boarding  house,  1;  grocers, 
5;  cook,  1;  carpenters,  5;  spinner,  1;  bartender,  1; 
nurse,  1;  baker,  1:  salesman,  1;  teamsters,  2;  electric- 
ian, 1;  mill  hands,  0;  choppers,  10;  grinder,  1;  sol- 
diers, 2;  painters,  2;  weavers,  0;    cobblers,  2;  house 
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work,  5;  machinists,  2;  student,  1;  no  occupation,  8. 

Number  of  lights  out  during  the  year  reported, 
268;  number  of  doors  tound  unlocked,  38;  value  of 
property  reported  lost,  $963;  recovered,  $956;  num- 
ber ot  accidents  reported  during  the  year,  46 ;  drowned, 
2. 

Complaints  during  the  year,  2453,  each  of  which 
have  been  investigated  and  satisfaction  given  to  the 
complainant. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  convey  my  thanks  for  the 
kind  assistance  and  hearty  co-operation  of  your  honora- 
ble Board  of  Selectmen  and  other  Town  officials,  and 
in  this  I  am  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Police  De- 
partment as  a  whole,  as  well  as  my  own.  It  has  been 
a  great  pleasure  to  have  you  keep  in  such  close  touch 
with  the  department  and  its  work  for  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
NAPOLEON  GIROUX, 

Chief  of  Police. 

Southbridge,  Mass.,  Dec,  31,  1918. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TAX  COLLECTOR 


1918  TAXES 

Assessors'  Warrant,  $238,483  62 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1918,  $208,653  12 
Abatement  to  Dec.  31, 1918,  50  00 

  208,703  12 

Balance  Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919,  29,780  50 


Excise  Tax, 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919, 


1,655  57 
1,655  57 
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1917  TAXES 

Balance  Uncollected  Jan.  1,  1918,  38,203  34 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1918,       30,781  i\5  

Balance  Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919,  7,421  09 

1916  TAXES 

Balance  Uncollected  Jan.  1,  1918,  4,553  52 
Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1918,          3,073  12 
Abatements,                              1,243  05 

  4,316  77 


STREET  OILING  ASSESSMENTS 


Balance  Uncollected  Jan.  1,  1919,  230  75 

1915  TAXES 

Balance  Uncollected  Jan.  1,  1918,  209  04 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1918,  47  30 

Abatements,  140  82 

  188  12 


Balance  Uncollected  Jan.  1,  1919,  21  52 


Balance  Uncollected,  Jan.  1,  1918,  900  50 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1918,        422  65   

Balance  Uncollected  Jan.  1,  1919,  477  85 


SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS 

Balance  Uncollected  Jan.  1,  1918,  950  35 
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Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1918,  461  50 

Abatements,  90  85 

  552  35 


Balance  Uncollected  Jan.  1,  1919,  398  00 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  E.  GABREE, 

Collector. 


1917  BILL 

OF 

OUTSIDE  POOR 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge: 

As  directed  by  a  vote  of  the  Town  Meeting,  1  am 
publishing  a  list  of  1917  outstanding  bills  contracted 
by  Overseers  of  Poor. 


OUTSIDE  RELIEF  OF  POOR 


City  of  Worcester, 

$6 

86 

Bearfoot  Farm, 

.  30 

92 

L.  M.  Chicoine, 

5 

91 

Jos.  Desrosiers, 

25 

00 

City  of  Boston, 

154 

27 

Sisters  of  Providence, 

118 

30 

State  Board  of  Charities, 

82 

80 

J.  E.  Donais, 

71 

50 

E.  G.  Lavallee, 

2 

00 

Eugene  Matte, 

5 

25 
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Oscar  Gatineau, 

6 

75 

A.  L.  Desaulnier, 

24 

00 

Polish  Co-operation  Association, 

30 

00 

Town  of  Sturbridge, 

71 

87 

City  of  New  Bedford, 

20 

91 

City  of  Springfield, 

12 

25 

Sisters  oi  Charity, 

10 

00 

josepn  vroaro. 

15 

00 

ALMSHOUSE 

Morse  Bros., 

169 

38 

G.  Pinsonneault,  Jr., 

11 

13 

Joseph  A.  Allaid, 

14 

12 

H.  L.  Bedard, 

31 

75 

Dufault  &  Co., 

1 

00 

G.  Gregoire, 

18 

00 

O'Shaughnessy  Market, 

14 

40 

Joseph  H.  Desrosier, 

21 

63 

Jos.  E.  Benoit, 

26 

44 

Model  Bakery, 

16 

70 

Giroux  Bros., 

13 

65 

Joseph  Sereletto, 

71 

97 

H.  Lemmelin, 

16 

17 

Ernest  CoUette, 

1 

90 

J.  Wm.  Barnes, 

59 

49 

A.  L.  Desaulnier, 

195 

97 

J.  B.  Demers, 

9 

92 

693  62 


1,387  21 


RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1919 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Moderator                    -1?    50  00  Law   600  00 

Selectiueii                      2,000  00  Town  Clerk   1,000  00 

Aeeouiitant    1.400  00  Election  and  Registi-a- 

Treasurer                       1,800  00               tion   2.000  00 

Tax  Collector                 2.400  00  Town  Hall   2,800  00 

Assessors   8,800  00 

PROTECTION  TO  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police  Department   Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Fire  Department          15,500  00  Measures   900  00 

Tree  Warden   300  00  Forest  Fires   500  00 

Moth  Extermination...       100  00 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health   6,700  00  Sanitary  Cleaning   000  00 

Sewer  Maintenance         4,500  00  Main  and  Hamilton  St. 

(ieueral  Cleaning   1,400  00  Cleaning   1,400  00 

HIGHWAY 

Highway   11.700  00  Street  Lights   14,000  00 

Bridges   2,000  00  Maintenance  of  Perma- 

Sidevvalk  Repairs   2,500  00  nent  Roads   8,000  00 

Railings   200  00  Street  Oiling   2.500  00 

CHARITIES  AND  SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 

Outside  Relief  of  Poor..  8,000  00  Military  Aid   400  00 

Almshouse   6,000  00  Soldiers"  Relief   1.600  00 

.Mothers'  Aid   6,000  00  Soldiers'  Burials....  100  00 

State  Aid  


EDUCATION  ' 

Schools   57,084  10  Jacob  Ed  wards  Public 

Library.....   5,500  00 

RECREATION 

Playgrounds  and  Bath- 
ing Pool   2,500  00 

CELEBRATION 

Public  Band  Concerts..      250  00 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Damage    to    Persons  Annual  Reports  

and  Personal  Prop-  Water.  Hydrants'  ser- 

erty   500  00              vice  and' IceSupi)ly...    7,000  00 

Insurance   2,000  00           Cemetery  Improvement   1,200  00 

Memorial    Day    and  Interest   12,675  00 

Care  of  Graves   300  00  Maturing  Debt  27,000  00 

Searching  Parties   100  00  Pensions   80()  00 

Care  of  Town  Clock....  50  00 


TOWN  WARRANT 


MARCH  3.  1919 

Worcester,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  South- 
bridge,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Town  of  Southbridge,  aforesaid,  qualified 
to  vote  in  town  affairs  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in 
said  Southbridge,  on  Monday,  the  third  day  of  March, 
1919,  at  5.45  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  act  on  the  fol- 
lowing articles: 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  over 
said  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  choose  by  ballot  all  necessary  town 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year;  viz: 

Clerk,  Treasurer,  three  Selectmen,  three  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  Collector  of  Taxes,  one  Assessor  for  three 
years,  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three 
years,  two  members  of  the  School  Committee  for  three 
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years,  one  Park  Commissioner  for  three  years,  one 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioner  for  three  years,  one  Sewer 
Commissioner  for  three  years,  two  Cemetery  Commis- 
sioners for  three  years,  one  Cemetery  Commissioner  for 
one  year  (to  fill  vacancy) ,  Tree  Warden,  Highway  Sur- 
veyor, three  Constables,  and  all  others  provided  for  by 
law. 

Article  3.  To  vote  by  ballot  Yes"  or  '^No  "  in 
answer  to  the  following  question:  "Shall  licenses  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this 
town?  " 

Article  4.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  Town  Ac- 
countant, Treasurer,  Clerk,  Selectmen,  School  Commit- 
tee, Library  Committee,  etc.,  and  to  act  anything  there- 
on. 

Article  5.  To  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  town  debts  and 
charges  for  the  current  financial  year  or  act  anything 
thereon. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  author- 
ize the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen, 
to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the 
current  financial  year,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  author- 
ize the  Selectmen  to  cause  an  audit  to  be  made  of  the 
town's  accounts  for  1919,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  the 
Enginemen,  or  act  aaything  thereon. 

Article  9.    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  give  the 
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Collector  of  Taxes  the  same  power  to  collect  taxes  that 
the  Town  Treasurer  has  when  appointed  Collector  of 
Taxes,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  [to  have 
all  taxes  due  and  payable  October  1,  1919,  and  if  not 
paid  on  or  before  October  15,  1919,  to  have  interest 
charged  at  the  rtxte  of  (>  per  cent,  per  annum  from 
October  1,  1919,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the 
compensation  ot  town  officers,  laborers  and  teams,  or 
act  anything  thereon. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  ambulance  offered  the  town  by  the  Southbridge 
Visiting  Nurse  Association,  raise  and  appropriate  money 
therefor,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  con- 
tribute a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Highway  Commission  in  the  improvement  of  the 
Dudley  River  Road,  so-called,  between  Southbridge 
and  Dudley,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or 
act  thereon. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build 
a  macadam  road  on  South  Street,  beginning  at  the  end 
of  the  present  macadam  road,  southerly,  to  a  point  op- 
posite or  beyond  the  plant  of  the  Litchfield  Shuttle 
Company,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act 
thereon. 

Article  15.  To  seie  if  the  town  will  vote  to  com- 
plete the  partially  constructed  system  of  drainage  on 
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Shuttle  Shop  Hill  according  to  plans  and  specifications 
approved  last  year,  raise  and  appropriate  money  there- 
for, or  act  thereon. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  finish 
the  bituminous  macadam  road  on  the  North  Woodstock 
Road,  from  the  end  of  the  present  road  to  the  Connec- 
ticut State  line,  and  raise  and  appropriate  money  there- 
for, or  act  thereon. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build 
a  fence  on  both  sides  of  the  road  known  as  the  "  Mc- 
Kinstry  Brook  Road,"  against  land  of  Mrs.  Emily 
Clemence  and  land  of  William  L.  McKinstry,  et  als., 
raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act  anything 
thereon. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install 
four  (4)  street  lights  on  the  road  leading  to  the  Alms- 
house, beginning  at  the  school  house  and  continuing 
easterly,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act 
anything  thereon. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install 
two  (2)  street  lights  on  Rose  Street;  also  two  (2)  street 
lights  on  Green  Avenue,  raise  and  appropriate  money 
therefor,  or  act  thereon. 

Article  20.  To  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of 
the  Selectmen  upon  regrading  and  rebuilding  the  side- 
walk on  the  southerly  side  of  Main  Street,  from  the 
Southbridge  Savings  Bank  Building  to  Everett  Street, 
as  shown  on  plan  subijiitted  to  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment by  Thomas  McGovern,  civil  engineer,  raise 
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and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act  thereon. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  report  of  the  Selectmen  as  to  the  laying  out  as  a 
public  way,  a  certain  way  leading  from  Chestnut  Street 
to  Morris  Street,  over  land  of  Herman  S.  Cheney,  raise 
and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act  anything  there- 
on. 

Article  22.  To  sss  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  report  of  the  Selectmen  as  to  the  laying  out  as  a 
public  way,  a  certain  way  leading  off  Dresser  Street 
southerly,  known  as  Franklin  Terrace,  over  land  of 
George  F.  Maxwell  and  others,  raise  and  appropriate 
money  theretor,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  report  of  the  Selectmen  as  to  the  laying  out  as  a 
public  way,  a  certain  way,  known  as  Moon  Street  Ex- 
tension, over  land  of  Aimee  Langevin  and  others,  raise 
and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act  thereon. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  elect 
the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor  at  the  next  annual 
meeting,  by  electing  one  member  of  said  board  for  one 
year,  one  member  for  two  years,  and  one  member  for 
three  years,  and  thereafter  one  member  for  three  years, 
as  provided  by  law,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  the  sum  ot  $300  for  the  use  of  Com- 
panies H  and  I,  Eighteenth  Regiment,  Massachusetts 
State  Guards,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by 
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publishing  an  attested  copy  thereof  twice  in  the  South- 
bridge  Press  and  Herald,  the  first  publication  being 
not  less  than  nine  days  next  preceding  the  day  of  the 
meeting, — or  by  posting  up  such  attested  copies  in  four 
conspicuous  public  places  within  the  Town,  at  least  nine 
days,  including  Sundays, — before  the  day  of  holding 
said  meeting.  The  polls  will  be  open  at  5.45  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  and  close  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  War- 
rant with  your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  at 
the  time  and  place  hereinbefore  named. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  17th  day  of  February, 
A.  D.,  1919. 

W.  J.  LAMOUREUX, 
DANIEL  T.  MORRILL, 
A.  L.  DESAULNIERS, 

Selectmen  ot  Southbridge. 


/ 
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OF  THE  TOWN  OFFICERS  AND  FINANCIAL 
STATEMENT  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
SOUTHBRIDGE 


Town  Officers  for  1919=1920 


TREASURER 
Felix  A.  Bouvier 


CLERK 
William  W.  Buckley 


SELECTMEN 

Daniel  T.  Morrill,  Wilfrid  J.  Lamoureux,  F.  A.  Sansoucy 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 
Eugene  Matte,  Narcisse  Peloquin,  Geo.  H.  Hartwell,  Jr. 


ASSESSORS 

Antoine  Farland  Term  expires  1920 

Philias  X.  Casavant  Term  expires  1920 

William  H.  McGilpin  Term  expires  1921 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Joseph  E.  Donais,  M.  D.,  Term  expires  1919 

Wm.  S.  Conway,  M.  D.,  Term  expires  1920 

Philias  Caron  Term  expires  1921 

HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR 
Aimee  Langevin 


SCHOOL 
George  W.  Dumas 
Ferdinand  A.  Wald 
George  L.  Tully 
Charles  A.  Tetrault 
Hector  M.  LeClair 
Pitt  H.  Hebert 


COMMITTEE 

Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1920 
Term  expires  1921 
Term  expires  1921 
Term  expires  1922 
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TRUSTEES  JACOB  EDWARDS  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
George  Grant  John  M.  Cochran 

Fred  E.  Corbin  Francis  L.  Chapm 

Louis  0.  Rieutord  John.E.  Paige 

Henry  Tetrault 

For  the  Town  For  the  Fund 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

Daniel  P.  Bernheim  Term  expires  1920 

George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr.,  Term  expires  1920 

Clarence  F.  Morse  Term  expires  1921 

Alva  L.  Hyde  Term  expires  1921 

Daniel  T.  Morrill  Term  expires  1922 

Wardwell  M.  Edwards  Term  expires  1922 

CONSTABLES 
Pierre  Caplette    Andrew  M.  Higgins   Patrick  Donnelley 
Marcus  L.  Dillaber,    Napoleon  Garceau,    Basile  Proulx. 
George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr. 


TAX  COLLECTOR 
Eugene  E.  Gabree 


PLANNING  BOARD 
William  H.  Campbell         '  George  Grant 

Felix  Gatineau  Jos.  E.  O'Shaughnessy 

Herbert  E.  Wells  Louis  0.  Rieutord 


SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 

Hormisdas  U.  Bail  Term  expires  1920 

Joseph  A.  Allard  Term  expires  1921 

Philip  Dagenais  Term  expires  1922 


SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS 
Louis  Dupuis  '  Term  expires  1920 

Edward  LeClair  Term  expires  1921 

Ephrem  Chicoine  Term  expires  1922 
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TREE  WARDEN 
Pierre  Benoit 


Appointive  Officers 


TOWN  COUNSEL 
William  W.  Buckley 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Fred  E.  Corbin 


CARE  OF  TOWN  CLOCK 
George  T.  Armes 


POUND  KEEPER 
Joseph  Payant 


KEEPER  OF  LOCKUP 
Napoleon  Giroux  Assistant,  Joseph  D.  Proulx 


JANITOR  OF  TOWN  HALL  BUILDING 
Louis  Hetu 


TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
Valmore  P.  Tetreault 


CATTLE  INSPECTOR 
William  T.  Pugh,  V.  S. 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Felix  Gatineau 


REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS 
S.  D.  Perry        Moses  Gagnon        J.  J.  O'Shaughnessy 
William  W.  Buckley,  Clerk 
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FIRE  ENGINEERS 
Joseph  E.  Duchesneau,  Chief 
Louis  Lamothe  John  J.  Hogan 

George  W.  Laughnane  J.  Willard  Clafflin 

James  C.  Sangren,  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 


Aimee  Langevin 
Louis  Pontbriand 
George  Clemence 
Dennis  Langevin 
W.  H.  Wadleigh 
John  Keenan 


FIRE  WARDENS 

Adelard  Bouchard 
Joseph  Payant 
Eusebe  Lahberte 
Jules  Livernois 
Wilfird  Charron 


POLICE  OFFICERS 


John  ,S.  Hefner 
Thomas  Troy 
Geo.  H.  Chaffin 
Louis  Meunier 
Prosper  Proulx 
H.  S.  Freema  n 
Felix  Gatineau 
Felix  Caderette 
Miss  Margaret  Butler 
James  Cameron 
James  Bickerstaff 
C.  P.  Hathaway 
Louis  Hetu 
Robert  Christianson 
Alex.  Mominee 
Henry  Lavoie 
Michael  Pendergast 
Morris  Green 


David  Stohl 
Eliot  Clemence 
A.  J.  McKinstry 
Alfred  Gelineau 
Joseph  Payant 
Thomas  Nichols 
Joseph  D.  Proulx 
Napoleon  Boiteau 
J.  H.  Montigny 
Fostinio  Denterie 
Edward  Laplante 
Joseph  Dumas 
Thomas  Cody 
John  Wilson 
A.  D.  Birtz 
Geo.  W.  Lavallee 
John  Nichols 
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Geo.  L.  Potter 
Raoul  Thibeault 
Joseph  Laughnane 
William  R.  Olney 
E.  C.  Ellis 
Mederic  Duhamel 
Alfred  McKinstry 
Thomas  Hughes 
Clarence  Morse 
Dennis  Langevin 
Wadrwell  M.  Edwards 
E.  I.  Knowles 
Albert  R.  Webstes 
E.  D.  Buell  . 
Robert  Christenson 
Herbert  R.  Harris 
Douglas  L.  West 
Edward  Jones 


WEIGHERS 

Israel  Lamontagne 
Ernest  Ferris 
William  Proulx 
Calixte  Emery 
Geo.  E.  Morse 
C.  Russell  Morse 
Herbert  E.  Carpenter 
John  St.  Martin 
A.  D.  Cornell 
Leon  Harwood 
Aimee  Langevin 
Geo.  H.  Clemence 
A.  M.  Badger 
Felix  Lamothe 
Frank  Lortie 
Joseph  Corriveau 
Leo  Ringnette 
Michael  Pendergast 


FENCE  VIEWERS 

Basile  Proulx  John  St.  Martin 

Francis  P.  Dowd  Dennis  J.  Dooley 
Alpherie  Duplesis 


FIELD  DRIVERS 
E.  C.  Ellis  Everett  M.  Morse 

A.  D.  Cornell  George  H.  Clemence 

Mederic  Duhamel  George  Simpson 

Alex  Simpson  A.  J.  Harwood 

Thomas  Hughes  Wardwell  Edwards 


ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 
Miss  Margaret  Butler 


MEASURER  OF  LEATHER 
William  Kirtzman 


UNIFORM  POLICE  FORCE 
Napoleon  Giroux,  Chief 

Andrew  M.  Higgins  Joseph  Paquin 

Dliver  Paul,  Jr.  Patrick  Donnelley 

Fierre  Cornier  Daniel  Blute 

Alpherie  Duplessis  Honore  St.  Martin 
Writ  Brault 


SOLDIERS'  BURIAL  OFFICER 
®eoTge  W.  Corey  George  Egan 


Report  of  Town  Treasurer 


FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  in  account  with  the  Town  of  South- 
bridge,  January  1st,  1919,  to  January  1st,  1920 

Balance  January  1st,  1919  $48825.16 
Receipts  1919  516657.92 


Disbursements 


Balance  December  31st,  1919 
Unexpended  balance,  statement 

Southbridge  National  Bank,  Dec.  SI,  1919 
Town  of  Southbridge  $45486.41 
In  safe  231.00 


-$565483.08 
519765.67 

$45717.41 


Cash  on  hand 


$45717.41 


FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer 
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SEWERS 

Uncollected  December  31,  1918  $1152.30 


*-  .  cG  a  Or:) 

«S  «  r.)  -j^  53  c  ^ 
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X  PO  <!5  <53  PQ 

1915  Clarke  St.    $97.00  97.00 

1917  Dresser  St.     1055.30  67.80  987.50 

Outstanding  Dec  31,  ^18  1152.30 

1919  Moon  St.  430.74  430.74 

1919  Overland  St.  380.01  380.01 

1919  Rose  St.  176.81  176.81 

1919  Green  Ave.  195.96  195.96 

1919  Charlton  St.  1561.81  1561.81 


Total  Outstanding  $2646.31 
Total  Collection  1251.32 


$3897.63  $3897.63 


For  Collection  1920  $2646.31 


FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer 


A 


SINKING  FUND 

Book  No. 

16257  Amherst  Savings  Bank 
34032  Clinton  Savings  Bank 
44901  Dedham  Inst,  for  Savings 
51856  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank 
25862  Leominster  Savings  Bank 
4443  Leicester  Savings  Bank 
39639  Natick  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank 
29970  Salem  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank 
390502  Suffolk  Savings  Bank 
21209  Southbridge  Savings  Bank 
42082  Ware  Savings  Bank 
21481  Webster  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank 
130170  Worcester  Five  Cents  Sav  Bk 
73989  Worcester  Mechanics  Sav.  Bk. 
50139  Worcester  Peoples  Sav.  Bank 
181870  Worcester  Co.  Inst,  for  Sav. 
16  Augusta  Ga.  Water  Bonds 


Bal. 

1919  InL 

$1029.16 

44.77 

1097.81 

44,77 

878.68 

34.10 

936.64 

40.75 

1293.52 

50.22 

911.56 

39.65 

758.99 

33.00 

1060.37 

46.15 

1080.32 

41.94 

3262.94 

127.99 

900.63 

39.17 

1123.49 

48.88 

937.01 

40,77 

865.41 

37.65 

1141.68 

49.68 

799.52 

34,76 

16000.00 

320.00 

$34077.73 

Interest  1919  $1077.25 


Total  Sinking  Fund,  Dec.  31,  1918  $33000,48 
Interest  to  Sinking  Fund  1919  1077.25 


Total  Sinking  Fund  Dec.  31,  1919  $34077.73 
FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer 


CEMETERY  FUND 

Bal.  Dec.  31 

Book  No.  1919      Int  1919 

6862  Amherst  Savings  Bank              $1000.00  $45.49 

30460  Athol  Savings  Bank                  1000.00  42.94 

24902  Dedham  Inst,  for  Savings         1000.00  40.00 

14744  Gardner  Savings  Bank              1000.00  42.95 
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22841  Leominster  Savings  Bank  500.00  40.40 

3481  Leicester  Savings  Bank  1000.00  45.00 

9849  Millbury  Savings  Bank    •  1000.00  45.49 

32073  Natick  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank  1000.00  45.00 

153048  Springfield  Inst  for  Sav.  500.00  42.94 

8465  Southbridge  Savings  Bank  2166.68  128.95 

378  Peoples  National  Bank  2000.00  83.35 

1498  Salem  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank  1000.00  45.50 

3791  Ware  Savings  Bank  1000.00  45.49 

11619  Webster  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank  1004.25  68.45 

47299  Worcester  Mechanics  Sav.  Bk.  1000.00  45.50 

55266  Worcester  Peoples  Sav.  Bank  1000.00  45.50 

54964  Worcester  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bk  1000.00  45.50 

79028  Worcester  Co.  Inst,  for  Sav.  500.00  45.50 

5  $1000  41/4  2nd  Liberty  Loan,  convert.  5000.00  212.50 

3  $1000  4%  Victory  Bonds  3000.00  81.42 


Total  Cemetery  Fund  $26670.93 

Total  1919  Interest  $1237.87 

FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer 


Mary  Mynott  Fund 

LIBRARY 


Interest  to 

Book  No.  Balance  July,1919 

Dec.  31,  1919 
9529  Southbridge  Savings  Bank     $1000.00  $91.28 


BOYER  FUND— SCHOOLS 
Book  No.  Balance        Int.  1919 

31084  Southbridge  Savings  Bank  $209.09  $9.09 

FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer 


Report  of  Town  Accountant 


GENERAL  REVENUE 

TAXES 

Current  year  $180,695.48 

Previous  years  30884.89 

Corporation  Tax  13537.97 

Street  Railway  Tax  24.66 

National  Bank  3817.28 

Income  Tax  4169.00 

Income  Tax  General  Schools  4700.00 


Total  Tax  $237,829.28 
LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 
Liquor  and  Druggist  4152.27 
Junk  450.00 
Peddlers  140.00 
Pool  and  Billiards  •  81.00 
Common  victuallers,  Fruits,  Innholders  149.00 
Circus  10.00 
Theatre  20.00 
Jitney  4.00 
Milk  18.00 
All  others  33.00 


Total  Licenses  and  Permits  $4652.27 
FINES  AND  FORFEITS 
Court  $869.40 
GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 

County : 

Dog  Licenses  486.44 
Soldiers'  Exemption  from  State  9.70 


Total  Grants  and  Gifts 


$496.14 
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COMMERCIAL  REVENUE 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS 
Unapportioned  Sewer  1251.32 
Apportioned  Sewer  133.03 


Total  Assessments  1429.85 

GENERAL  REVENUE 
Town  Hall  $475.00 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 
Fire  department 

Rent  (Woman's  Club)  50.00 
Services  rendered  Town  of  Charlton  75.00 


Tc..:!  Fire  Department  $75.00 

INSPECTION 

Sealer  of  Wts.  and  Measures  $315.76 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  120.00 


Total,  W::3.  and  Measures  Department  $435.76 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 
Tuberculosis  $270.00 
Ambulance  261.50 
M.  Egan  &  Son,  (Reimbursement)  15.00 


Total,  Health  and  Sanitation  $546.50 

HIGHWAYS 

From  State  1,543.06 
Use  of  Steam  Roller  78.00 
Use  of  Mixer  17.50 

From  County  6,727.57 


Total  Highways  8,366.13 
CHARITIES 

Almhouse 

Sale  of  produce  $1,274.90 
House  sold  185.00 
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Outside  Relief 

Cities  and  towns  462.15 

State  297.76 

Mothers'  Aid  from  State  1,211.16 


Total  Charities  $3430.97 

SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 
State  Aid  $2,707.37 
Mihtary  Aid  200.00 
Soldiers'  burials  50.00 


Total  Soldiers'  Benefits  $2,957.37 
SCHOOLS 

Tuition  $1,601.00 
Sale  of  books  and  supplies  5.70 
All  other,  car  tickets,  etc.  24.15 


Total  Schools  $1,630.85 
LIBRARY 

Fines,  etc.  $282.80 

Taihngs  $31.19 

CEMETERY 

Sale  of  Lots  and  Graves  $5.00 

Care  of  graves  21.00 

Opening  graves  135.00 


Total  Cemetery  $161.00 

INTEREST 

Deposits  $2,171.47 

Taxes  1,273.75              * . 

Committed  Sewer  Assessment,  int.  7.79 
Trust  Funds: 

Sinking  Fund  640.00 

All  others  90.04 

Perpetual  Care  Fund  1,240.42 


Total  $5,429.47 
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DEBT 

Temporary  Loans  $200,000.00 
Dudley  River  Road  11,000.00 


$211,000.0(> 


AGENCY 

State  and  non-resident  bank  tax  $23,909.17 

Tax  collected  for  county  10,466.00 

Liquor  licenses  %  for  State  1,384.08 

Auditing  municipal  accounts  479.81 


Total  Agency  $36,239.06 

TRUST  FUNDS 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund  $490.00 

REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 

Refunds : — 

Departmental  $750.73 
Transfers 

Library  to  Mynott  Fund  $37.00 

Mothers'  Aid  to  Outside  Poor  300.00 

Mothers'  Aid  to  Almshouse  500.00 

Schools  to  Town  Hall  600.00 

Various  accts.  to  Central  st  sewer  1,250.00 

Various  accts  to  Dudley  river  rd.  1,000.00 

Total  Refunds  and  Transfers  $4,437.73 

Total  receipts  and  transfers  521,265.77 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1919  48,825.16 

$570,090.93 


PAYMENTS 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Legislative : — 

Moderator  -  $30.00 

Selectmen's  Salaries: — 

Selectmen's  salaries  $1,100.00 
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Clerk's  salary  100.00 

Stationery  and  postage  26.66 

Printing  and  advertising  104.30 

Car  fares,  teams,  etc.  34.00 

Telephone  101.01 

Plans,  surveys,  etc.  195.95 

Serving  warrants  and  notices  15.00 

Signs  and  labor  for  putting  up  45.07 

Band  stand  repairs  35.81 

All  other  expenses.  54.62 


Accountant: — 

Salary  $1,200.00 

Stationery  and  postage  14.95 

Printing  and  advertising  15.70 

Books  binding  10.00 

Supplies  17.73 


Treasurer : — 

Salary  $700.00 

Clerk  300.00 

Stationery  and  postage  33.74 

Telephone  38.76 

Bond  100.00 

Office  Furniture  70.00 

Certifying  notes  10.00 

All  other  27.10 


Collector: — 

Salary,  1914,  1915,  '16,  '17,  '18  $800.00 

Salary  on  account,  1919  600.00 

Stationery  and  postage  152.90 

Printing  and  advertising  59.55 

Telephone  34.10 


$1,812.42 


$1,258.38 


$1,279.60 


Bond 

Office  furniture 
All  other 


200.00 
110.99 
5.75 


Assessors : — 
Salaries 
Interpreters 
Stationery  and  postage 
Pirnting  and  advertising 
Car  fares,  teams,  etc. 
Telephone 
Abstracts  of  deeds 
Office  furniture 
All  other 

Law : — 

Town  Counsel,  salary 
Town  Clerk:— 

Salary 

Clerk  hire 

Stationery  and  postage 

Telephone 

Books 

Election  and  Registration  :- 
Registrars'  salaries 
Election  officers 
Printing  and  advertising 
Meals 

Town  Hall:— 
Janitor's  salary 
Helpers 
Fuel 


$1,963.29 

$2,100.00 
25.50 
104.79 
434.20 
31.50 
32.70 
48.98 
48.50 
11.22 


§2,837.39 
$600.00 

498.10 
400.00 

21.25 

24.10 

12.80 


$956,25^ 

393.60 
513.25 
631.20 
244.50 


$1,782,55 

$941.70 
67.22 
385.23 
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Lights  147.11 

Janitor's  supplies  92.10 

Repairs  1,349.03 

Water  Supply  48.90 

All  other  37.53 


$3,068.82 


Less : — 

Rent  from  School  Department  600.00 


$2,468.82 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
Salaries  and  Wages: — 
Chief  $1,323.04 
Patrolmen  11,353.25 
Special  police  65.52 
Other  employes  9.50 
Auto  and  team  hire  338.75 


$13,090.06 

Equipment  and  Repairs: — 

Equipment  for  men  $48.40 

Fuel  and  light: — 

Fuel  119.45 
Light  111.98 


Maintenance  of  Building: — 

Repairs  $5.03 

Janitor's  supplies  92.66 

All  other  36.00 


$231.43 


Other  Expenses: — 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage  29.35 
Telephone  71.00 


$133.69 
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Telephone  signal  508.96 

Transportation,  care  of  prisoners  135.83 

Rent  495.00 

Law  Services  35.00 

All  other  69.55 


Total  Police  Department  $14,848.27 
FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
Salaries  and  wages: — 

Engineers  $625.00 
Chief  1,337.71 
Permanent  chauffeurs  5,139.09 
Call  men  2,953.07 
Other  employes  .80 


$10,055.67 

Horse  hire  .  $95.00 

Equipment  and  repairs: — 

Apparatus  195.02 
Hose  452.61 


$647.63 


Equipment  for  men  76.40 

Alarm  Boxes,  etc  '  251.37 

Tires  390.90 

All  other  85.53 


Fuel  and  Lights: — 

Fuel  343.25 
Lights  185.81 


$804.20 


$529.06 


Maintenance  of  Buildings: — 

Repairs                   '  65.09 

Furniture  and  furnishings  160.33 

Laundry  work  22.75 
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Water  Supply  ,  28.54 

All  other  129.91 


$4,066.62 


Other  expenses: —  • 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage  6.65 

Telephone  112.57 

Gasoline  and  Oil  136.37 

All  other  .75 


$256.34 

Total  Fire  Department  $12,794.52 

DAMAGE  TO  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 
Persons  300.00 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Salary  $745.40 

Stationery  and  postage  8.50 

Printing  and  advertising  19.48 

Car  fares,  teams,  etc  92.80 

Telephone  4.20 

Test  measures  14.70 

All  others  14.92 


$900.00 

GYPSY  AND  BROWN  TAIL  MOTH  EXTERMINATOR 
Labor  $79.52 


Teams  19.25 


$98.77 


TREE  WARDEN 

Labor  $215.38 

Cement  and  sand  5.15 

Storage  of  Spraying  machine  28.00 

All  other  37.00 


$285.53 
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FOREST  FIRES 

Fighting  fires  $249.62 

Apparatus  71.90 

Team  hire  64.81 

Printing  30.25 

Stationery  17.75 

All  other  1.47 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

HEALTH 
General  administration : — 

Salary  of  Board  of  Health  $258,50 

Agent  300.00 

Stationery  and  postage    -  10.30 

Printing  and  advertising  4.00 

Team  hire  50.00 

All  other  21.28 


Quarantine  and  Contagious  Diseases: — 

Medical  attendance  17.00 

Groceries  and  provisions  9.00 

Hospitals  55.85 

Taking  Culture  79.76 


Tuberculosis : — 

Board  and  treatment  $2,135.14 

Dispensary  123.00 

Shoes  and  Clothing  45.34 

All  other  18.20 


Vital  Statistics: — 

Births  82.75 


$435.80 


$644.08 


$161.61 


$2,321,68 
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Deaths  40.75 


$123,50 

INSPECTION 

School  Children: — 

Salary  of  Physicians  $210.00 

Animal  Inspection: — 

Salary  300.00 
Expenses  2.50 


Meat  and  Provisions: — 

Salary  225.00 
Expenses  263.70 


Milk:— 

Salary  $100.00 
All  other  2.00 


Plumbing  Inspector  $900.00 
All  other  7.61 


$302.50 


$488.70 


$102.00 


$907.61 

Fumigation  and  Disinfectants  $34.70 
Vaccination  $21,00 
Public  Health  Nurse: — 

Salary  $650.00 
All  other  22.61 


$672.61 

Total  Health  $5,989.99 


REFUSE  AND  GARBAGE 
Collecting  refuse  and  garbage  as  per  contract 


$2,000,00 
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SEWER  MAINTENANCE 
Administration : — 

Commissioners'  Salaries  $300.00 
Superintendent  812.50 
Stationery,  printing  and  postage  4.38 
Office  Furniture  101.20 


General: — 
Labor 
Teams 

Tools  and  equipment 

Pipe  and  fittings 

Materials 

Insurance 

Storage 

Telephone 

Surveys 

All  other 


$1,715.02 
84.25 
253.90 
193.23 
100.64 
222.28 
24.00 
21.56 
40.00 
31.89 


Total  Sewer  Maintenance 

STREET  CLEANING 
Cleaning  Main  and  Hamilton  Streets: — 


Labor 
Teams 
All  other 


General  Cleaning: — 
Labor 
Teams 
Tools 

Sanitary  Cleaning: — 
Labor 
Teams 


$820.55 
687.33 
92.00 


$1,247.61 
923.89 
28.50 


$681.95 
628.35 


$1,218.08 


$3,904.85 


$1,599.88 


$2,200.00 
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Cement  11.85 
All  other  27.50 


Total  Street  Cleaning  $5,149.53 

HIGHWAYS 
General  administration: — 

Highway  Surveyor  $1,500.00 

Clerk  300.00 
Telephone  61.51 

Cleaning  brook  122.75 
All  other,  stationery,  etc.  56.00 


General  Maintenance: — 

Labor  $3,201.86 

Teams  3,087.52 

Crushed  Stone  2,115.66 
Equipment  and  repairs  524.36 

Improved  roads  2,348.19 


Sidewalk  Repairs: — 

Labor  $599.47 

Teams  322.63 

Material  947.06 

Repairs  to  mixer  24.95 

Tools  72.00 

All  other                             .  33.72 


Snow  and  Ice:  — 

Labor  258.58 
Teams  515.88 


Oiling  Streets : — 

Labor  $34.50 
Teams  60.00 


$2,040.26 


$11,277.59 


$1,999.83 


$774.46 
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Dustaline  1,332.35 

Tarvia  969.11 

Repairs  131.00 

All  other  47.36 


Total  Highway  $18,666.46 

STREET  LIGHTS 

Contract  $13,914.15 

BRIDGES 

Labor  $69.03 

Teams  28.03 

Material  39.82 

Tools  2.50 

Labor,  contract  59.96 


$199.34 


RAILINGS 

Labor  $104.67 

Teams  34.14 

Material  60.61 


$199.42 

MAINTENANCE  OF  PERMANENT  ROADS 
Labor  $687.10 
Teams  432.42 
Sand  106.50 
Tarvia  675.87 
Crushed  Stone  *  502.56  ' 

All  other  94.34 

$2,498.79 


CHARITIES 

Poor  Department: — 

Salaries                 '  $700.00 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage  18.67 

Carfare,  teams,  investigation  99.48 
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Office  Furniture  57.35 

Office  Supplies  4.75 

Advertising  7.50 

AU  other  43.50 


Outside  Relief  of  Poor: — 


Groceries 

$2,155.40 

Coal  and  wood 

194.55 

Board  and  care 

2,746.20 

Medicine  and  medical  attendance 

375.09 

Town  Physician's  salary 

350.00 

State  Institution 

273.00 

Dry  goods  and  shoes 

118.97 

Eent 

191.75 

Burials 

81.00 

Auto  hire 

52.00 

Services  as  nurse 

25.90 

Aid  rendered 

72.00 

Carfare 

20.63 

All  other 

83.30 

Relief  by  other  Cities  and  Towns: — 

Cities  $662.50 
Towns  15.00 


Mothers'  Aid: — 

By  Town  $4,246.00 

Other  cities  and  towns  206.34 

Fuel  162.00 

Physician  100.00 

All  other  ,    '  25.55 


$931.25 


$6,739.79 


$677.50 


$4,739.89 


Total  Outside  Relief 


$13,088.43 
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Almshouse : — 


Superintendent 

$780.00 

Other  employes 

576.00 

Groceries  and  provisions 

1,307.78 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing 

133.09 

Buildings 

765.80 

Fuel  and  Lights 

500.96 

Hay  and  grain 

1,288.00 

Telephone 

.15 

Automobile  and  supplies 

44B.60 

Horse  shoeing  and  tools  repaired 

35.23 

Garbage 

13.40 

Supplies,  seeds,  hardware,  etc. 

72.53 

Medicine 

31.50 

Medical  attendance 

18.00 

All  other 

24.35 

SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 
State  aid  $1,219.26 
Military  aid  300.00 


Soldiers'  Relief:— 

Fuel  '  298.00 

Cash  862.00 

Medicine  and  medical  attendance  114.54 


$5,995.39 


$1,519.26 


$1,274.54 

Total  Soldiers'  Benefits  $2,793.80 
SCHOOLS 

Administration : — 

Salary  of  Superintendent  $2,645.00 

Truant  officer  ^  285.48 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage  155.06 

Telephone  91.07 


Traveling  expenses  39.83 

School  census  32.84 

Team  hire  141.48 

Office  work  and  supplies  66.00 

All  other  48.58 


Teachers'  Salaries: — 

High  $10,176.07 

Elementary  28,486.56 

Evening  1,849.08 

Supervisors  660.00 


$3,499.31 


$41,171.71. 


TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES 

High:— 

Text  Books  463.97 
All  other  School  Supplies  598.03 


Elementary : — 

Text  Books  .  597.80 

All  other  School  supplies  1,429.79 


1,052.03 


$2,027.5f 

Evening : — 

Text  books  $20i» 
Tuition : — 

High  21.00 
Elementary  21.00 


Transportatign : — 

Elementary  $2,357.74 
Support  of  truants  17.29 


$42,» 


$2,375.05 

Janitors'  Salaries :: — 

High  949.25 


a4 

Elementary  2,524.70 
Evening  66.17 


1,540.12 


Fuel  and  Lights: — 

ffigh  149.55 

Elementary  1,077.73 

Evening  104.76 


$1,322.04 

MAINTENANCE  OF  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 
Kigli:— 

Eepair:;  $390.06 
Janitors'  supplies  9.91 
Water  Supply  88.65 
Lumber  10.50 
AH  other  111.97 


?611.09 


Elementary : — 

Repairs  $2,111.96 

Janitors'  Supplies                   ,  61.17 

Town  hall  account,  rent  600.00 

Water  account  361.64 

Lumber  74.37 

Printing  53.75 

Flags  and  brushes  97.60 

All  other  298.51 


Furniture  and  Furnishings: — 

ffigh  .  $499.01 

Elementary  18.35 


Other  Expenses: — 
Diplomas  and  graduation  expenses  44.00 


$3,659.00 


$517.36 
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Miscelleaneous  printing  34.07 


Total  Schools  $59,915.39 
LIBRARY 

Salaries : — 

Librarian  $1,200.00 

)..  Assistants  1,005.08 

Janitor  936.64 


$3,141.72 


Books,  Periodicals,  etc: — 

Books  $748.02 

Periodicals  486.12 

All  otiier  41.97 


$1,276.11 

Binding: — 

Books  $71.25 
Fuel  and  Light: — 

Fuel  503.50 
Lights  183.85 


Building: — 

Repairs  47.45 
Janitor's  suppHes,  etc.  76.92 


Other  Expenses: — 

Stationery,  printing,  and  postage  $138.31 

Telephone  39.45 

All  other  21.34 


$687.35 


$124.37 


$199.10 

Mynott  Fund,  Books        '  $90.84 


Total  Library 


$5,590.74 
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PLAYGROUNDS  AND  BATH  HOUSES 


Instructors 
Labor 
Apparatus 
Land 

Teachers'  Supplies 

Rent 

Lumber 

Auto  hire 

Paint 

Repairs 

All  other 


$1,119.79 
277.10 
66.64 
34.00 
226.66 
60.00 
146.78 
64.08 
27.00 
12.74 
51.73 


UNCLASSIFIED 

BAND  CONCERTS 

Music 

WELCOME  HOME  DAY 
Decorating  and  Banner  $3,083.68 
Telephone  and  postage  106.28 
Parade  607.94 
Dinners  2,192.50 
Music  ,  1,256.82 

Auto  Hire  65.00 
Labor  269.49 
All  other  231.26 


MEMORIAL  DAY 


G.  A.  R. 
S.  W.  V. 


$200.00 
100.00 


l^ENSIONS 


Pensions 

Searching  Parties 


$2,086.52 


$250.00 


$7,812.97 


$300.00 

$165.00 
$14.00 
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Annual  reports  493.90 

Fencing  Brook  Road  $250.00 

State  Guards  $236.52 

Care  of  Town  Clock  $50.00 

INSURANCE 

Fire  department  $296.80 

Schools  543.90 

Town  hall  49.92 

Library  55.80 

Ambulance  25.00 

Liability  640.25 

Almshouse  73.90 


$1,685.57 


WATER  AND  ICE  SUPPLY 

Drinking  fountains  $300.00 

Hydrants  6,265.00 

Care  of  fountains  10.00 

Ice  220.15 

Bubblers  78.05 


CEMETERIES 
Superintendent's  salary  $200.00 
Labor  1,690.66 


Other  Expenses: — 

Shrubs,  etc  224.50 

Tools  17.50 

Weed  killer  51.45 

Surveys,  etc.  85.18 

Interest  on  Liberty  Bonds  25.56 

All  other  45.50 


$6,873.20 


$1,890.66 


$449.69 

Total  Cemeteries      ,     .     '  $2,340.35 
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INTEREST 

Temporary  Loans: — 

Anticipation  of  revenue  $4,665.17 

General  Loans: — 

Sewer  .  $2,675.00 

Highway  '  1,567.59 

School  3,392.25 

Auto  truck  45.00 

Soldiers'  Monument  180.00 


$12,525.01 


DEBTS 

Temporary  Loans: — 

Anticipation  of  revenue  $190,000.00 

General  Loans: — 

Sewer  2,000.00 

Highways  16,550.00 

Schools  7,350.00 

Auto  truck  1,000.00 

Soldiers'  Monument  100.00 


Total  Indebtedness  $217,900.00 
AGENCY 
State  and  non-resident  bank  tax: — 

Collected  for  county  $10,466.00 
Collected  for  state  25,279.38  , 

Liquor  license,  collected  for  state  1,384.08 
Auditing  municipal  accounts  479.81 
State  highway  tax  841.85 


$38,451.12 

SINKING  FUND 
Interest  deposited  $320.00 
REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 

Refunds: — 

State  aid  $26.00 


Board  of  Health  85.00 

Schools  43.80 

Insurance  153.16 

Oiling  street  ^49.90 

Mothers'  Aid  6.00 

Outside  Poor  100.00 

Playgrounds  86.87 


$750.73 


Transfers: — 

Library  to  Mynott  fund  $37.00 

School  to  Town  Hall  600.00 

Mothers'  Aid  to  Outside  Poor  300.00 

Mothers'  aid  to  Almhouse  500.00 

Various  accts  to  Central  st  sewer  1,250.00 

Various  accts  to  Dudley  River  rd.  1,000.00 


$3,650.00 

Total  Refunds  and  Transfers  $4,437.73 

AMBULANCE 

Repairs  $391.19 

Drivers  20.77 

Supplies  37.09 

Oil  and  gasoline  53.16 

Laundry  3.42 

Tires  and  Tire  Repairs  182.46 


$688.09 

OUTLAYS 

Fire  Station  Alterations  $225.00 

DUDLEY  RIVER  ROAD 

Contract  $30,140.00 

Advertising  4.03 

Filling  615.76 

Grates  and  frames  31.00 
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Toting  Sand  and  \stone  99.68 

$30,894.47 

SOUTH  STREET  IMPROVEMENT 
Labor  Contract  $6,718.38 
Surveys,  plans,  etc.  697.50 
Advertising  6.00 
Latx)r  extras  1,021.42 


$8,443.30 


PLEASANT  STREET  REPAIRS 

Labor  $80.04 

teams  41.88 

Tools  5.10 

Dil  .60 

Pi^  18.08 


ROSE  STREET  SEWER 
Labor  contract  $247.24 
Survey  17.97 


GREEN  AVENUE  SEWER 
Labor  contract  ^  $258.00 

Survey  '  35.94 


$145.70 


$265.21 

CENTRAL  STREET  SEWER 
Engineering  $113.00 

OVERLAND  STREET  SEWER 
Labor  contract  $548.67 
Survey  21.34 


$570.01 


$293.94 


41 


CHARLTON  STREET  SEWER 

Labor  contract  $1,082.27 

Lumber     -  56.33 

Tools  13.45 

Cement  12.60 

Power  drilling  433.93 

Surveys  65.00 

All  other  155.34 


$1,818.92 

Total  Payment  and  transfers  $524,373.41 
Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1919  45,717.41 


$570,090.93 

VALMORE  P.  TETREAULT 

Town  Accountant 
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Report  of  An  Audit 

  OF   

THE  ACCOUNTS 

  OF   

The  Town  of  Southbridge 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1918 


MADE  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  PROVISIONS  OF 
CHAPTER  598,  ACTS  OF  1910  AND  A  VOTE 
OF  THE  TOWN 


MARCH  14,  1919 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

BUREAU  OF  STATISTICS 

STATE  HOUSE,  BOSTON 

March  14,  1919 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Mr.  Wilfrid  J.  Lamoureux,  Chairman 
Southbridge,  Massachusetts. 
Gentlemen : —  . 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  town  of  Southbridge  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1918,  made  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  Chapter  598  of  the  Acts  of  1910  and  amendments 
thereto.  This  report  is  in  the  form  of  a  report  to  me  by 
Mr.  Edward  H.  Fenton,  Chief  Examiner  of  this  Bureau, 
who  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work. 

Very  truly  yours, 

CHARLES  F.  GETTEMY, 

Director 


Mr.  Charles  F.  Gettemy, 

Director,  Bureau  of  Statistics, 

State  House,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Sin- 
In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made 
an  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  town  of  Southbridge  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1918,  and  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  appropriations  made  by  the  town  for  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  several  departments  were  compared 
with  the  accounts  set  up  on  the  accountant's  books. 

The  books  in  the  accountant's  office  were  examined 
and  the  amounts  charged  against  the  several  appropri- 
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ations  /were  checked  to  the  warrants  and  authorized 
charges.  The  warrants  were  proved  and  checked  with 
payments  made  by  the  treasurer. 

The  receipts  as  shown  by  the  accountant's  books  were 
checked  with  the  amounts  reported  by  the  treasurer  and 
with  departmental  reports  to  the  accountant. . 

The  classification  book  was  examined  and  checked  to 
the  ledger  accounts. 

The  several  commitments  made  for  the  collection  of 
revenue  were  checked  and  proved  by  comparing  the  re- 
ported collections  and  abatements  and  by  listing  the  out- 
standing accounts,  and  differences  were  reconciled. 

A  balance  sheet  showing  the  financial  condition  of 
the  town  at  the  close  of  the  year  is  appended  to  this  report 

The  records  were  found  to  be  well  kept  and  easily 
verified. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  were 
checked  in  detail.  The  cash  balance  as  shown  by  his  books 
on  January  31,  1919  was  proved  by  a  verification  of  the 
cash  on  hand  and  a  reconciliation  of  the  bank  balance. 
The  balance  was  reconciled  back  to  December  31,  1918  as 
shown  by  the  table  appended  to  this  report. 

Receipts  as  shown  by  the  treasurer  were  checked 
with  departmental  reports  and  with  the  accountant's 
books.  The  payments  were  proved  by  checking  the 
amounts  shown  on  the  cash  book  with  properly  approved, 
warrants. 

Debt  and  interest  payments  were  checked  with 
amounts  becoming  due  during  the  year  and  vouchers  on 
file. 

The  securities  and  investments  of  the  several  funds 
in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer  were  examined  and  found 
to  be  as  recorded. 

The  necessary  funds  for  meeting  the  needs  of  the 


52 


town  were  provided  in  a  business-like  manner  and  the 
accounts  were  accurately  kept. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  collector  of  taxes 
were  checked  in  detail.  The  collections  were  compared 
with  the  payments  to  the  treasurer  as  shown  by  the 
treasurer's  books,  abatements  were  checked  with  the 
records  of  abatements  granted,  and  outstanding  accounts 
were  listed.  They  were  also  checked  with  the  reports  to 
the  accountant  and  the  total  amounts  outstanding  were 
reconciled  with  the  accountant's  ledger. 

In  reconciling  the  accounts  the  Collections  as  shown 
by  the  commitment  books  were' checked  to  the  Collector's 
cash  book  and  differences  noted. 

Verification  notices  were  sent  to  a  number  of  per- 
sons whose  names  appeared  as  owing  money  to  the  town ; 
many  replies  were  reeived  acknowledgeing  the  account 
to  be  correct  and  but  one  replied  claiming  to  have  paid 
the  amount  stated.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  accounts  are 
correct  with  the  exception  of  some  clerical  errors.  I  have 
called  the  collector's  attention  to  the  above  claim,  and 
am  assured  that  a  proper  credit  will  be  given  upon  pre- 
sentation of  a  receipted  bill.  In  the  meantime,  it  will  ap- 
pear among  the  open  accounts  of  his  books,  as  no  tangi- 
l^le  evidence  was  presented  in  support  of  the  claim. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  summary  tables  showing 
the  tax  and  assessment  accounts.  It  will  be  noted  that 
in  some  cases  overpayments  were  made  to  the  treasurer, 
due  to  errors  in  reporting,  and  in  other  cases  there  is  a 
balance  due  the  treasurer  as  shown  by  the  accountant's 
books.  The  cash  in  the  bank  was  in  excess  of  the  amounts 
called  for,  but  it  represented  both  collector's  cash  and 
personal  cash.  I  recommend  that  the  collector  keep  a 
speial  record  for  the  town's  account,  so  that  the  bank 
account  and  cash  book  will  at  all  times  be  in  balance  This 
would  materially  assist  in  making  the  audit. 
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The  accounts  of  the  cemetery  department  were 
checked  and  comparison  made  with  the  accountant's  and 
treasurer's  books.  The  table  appended  shows  the  receipts 
of  the  year  and  a  summary  of  the  outstanding  accounts 
at  the  close  of  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  departments  and  accounts  men- 
tioned, the  records  of  all  departments  collecting  money 
Avere  examined  and  comparison  made  with  the  books  in  the 
accountant's  and  treasurer's  office. 

The  several  departments  have  carried  on  their  work 
within  the  appropriations  in  practically  every  case,  and 
in  many  cases  material  balances  were  found  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  reflecting  credit  on  the  officials  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  the.  town's  affairs.  The  balance 
sheet  appended  shows  the  town  to  be  in  good  financial 
condition. 

While  engaged  in  making  the  audit,  I  received  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  every  department  official,  and  I 
wish,  on  behalf  of  my  assistants  and  for  myself,  to  ex- 
press to  them  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  rendered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  H.  FENTON 

Chief  Examiner 


RECONCILLIATION  OF  TREASURER'S  CASH 
Balance  Dec.  31,  1918  per  cash  book  48,825.16 
Receipts  Jan.  1  to  31,  1919  3,981.14 


Payments  Jan  1  to  31,  1919 
Cash  in  office  Jan.  31,  1919 
Bank  balance  Jan.  31,  1919 


$52,806.30 

17,168.57 
5.00 
35,632.73 


$52,806.30 
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BANK  RECONCILLIATION 
Balance  Jan.  31,  1919-per  statement  $36,430.05 
Outstanding  checks — per  list  $797.32 
Balance  Jan.  31,  1919— per  cash  book  35,632.73 


$36,430.05 

TAXES  1914 

Outstanding  January  1,  1918  $71.14 
Paid  treasurer,  $51.14 
Abatements  20.00 


$71.14 


TAXES  1915 

Cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1918  $6.11 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1918  193.53 

Interest  credited  as  taxes  10.00 


Paid  treasurer,  $47.30 
Abatements  140.82 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1918  21.52 


$209.64 


$209.64 


TAXES  1916 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1918             ■  $4,537.52 

Duplicate  abatements  16.00 

Overpayment  to  treasurer  15.91 


Paid  treasurer  $3,073.12 
Abatements  1,243.65 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1918,  per  list  252.66 


$4,569.43 


4,569.43 


INTEREST— TAXES  1916 
Collected  $328.l6 
Paid  treasurer  1918  $319.89 


Due  from  collector,  December  31,  1918  8.21 
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$328.10 

TAXES  1917 
Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1918  $38,202.32 
Unlocated  difference  1.02 


$38,203.34 

Paid  treasurer  $30,781.47 
Due  treas.  (pd.  treas  2,  13,  19  to  adjust  .18 
Taxes  credited  to  interest  in  error  23.54 
Due  from  collector  Dec.  31,  1918  183.90 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1918,  per  list  7,214.25 


$38,203.34 

INTEREST— TAXES  1917 
Balance  Jan.  1,  1918  $  .31 

Collected  770.03 
Taxes  credited  as  interest  in  error  23.54 


Paid  treasurer  $787.28 
Due  from  collector,  Dec.  31,  1918  6.60 


$793.88 


$793.88 

TAXES  1918 

Commitment  $238,483,62 
Paid  treasurer  208,653.12 
Abatements  50.00 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1918 — per 

accountant's  ledger  29,780.50 


$238,483.62 

RECONCILIATION 
Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919 — per  accountant's 

ledger  $29,780.50 
Paid  treasurer  Jan.  1  to  24,  1919  $1,466.89 
Due  from  collector  Jan.  24,  1919  609.53 


5S 

Outstanding  Jan.  24,  1919  27,704.08 

$29,780.50 

INTEREST— TAXES  1918 
Collected  $89.66. 
Paid  treasurer  $69.88 
Due  from  collector  Dec.  31,  1918  19.78 


$89.66 

SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS 
Outstanding  January  1,  1918  $950.35 
Paid  treasurer  $461.50 
Abatements  '  90.85 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1918,  per  list  398.00 


$950.35 

STREET  OILING  ASSESSMENTS  1916 
Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1918,  accountant's  ledger  $900.50 
Paid  treasurer  $422.65 
Outstanding  Dec  31,  1918,  per 

accountant's  ledofer  477.85 


$900.50 

RECONCILIATION 
Accountant's  Ledger  and  Collector's  List 
Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1917  $2,500.00 
Overpayment  (net)  8.43 


$2,508.43 

Paid  treasurer  1917  $1,599.50 
Paid  treasurer  1918  422.65 


$2,022.15 


Outstanding  December  31,  1918, 

per  accountant's  ledger  477.85 
Detail  list  in  excess"  of  accountant's 

ledger  8.43 


$2,508.43 
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APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1917 
Outstanding  January  1,  1918  $182.18 
Paid  treasurer  $182.18 

APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1918 
Committed  $231.34 
Paid  treasurer  $125.67 
Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1918,  per  list  59.68 
Due  from  collector  45.99 


$231.34 

COMMITTED  INTEREST  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1917 
Outstanding  January  1,  1918  $9.10 
Paid  treasurer  $9.10 

COMMITTED  INTEREST  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1918 
Committed  $28.24 
Paid  treasurer  $17.98 
Outstanding  December  31,  1918  10.26 


CEMETERY  CASH  ACCOUNT 
Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1918 

Perpetual  care  $530.00 
Sale  of  lots  and  graves  190.00 
Opening  graves  14.00 


$28.24 


Receipts 

Perpetual  care  $810.00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves  205.00 

Opening  graves,  etc  121.00 


$734.00 


$1,136.00 

Receipts— Old  cemetery  $50.00 


Paid  treasurer  $1,920.00 

RECONCILIATION  CEMETERY  DEPT.  ACCOUNT 
Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1918  $734.00 
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Outstanding  accounts  January  1,  1918: 

Perpetual  care  $640.00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves  175.00 

Opening  graves  26.00 

Annual  care  6.00 


Charges  1918: 

Perpetual  care  $455.00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves  155.00 

Opening  graves  333.00 

Annual  care  3.00 

Foundations  10.00 


Paid  treasurer 

Perpetual  care  $1,340.00 

Lots  and  graves  395.00 

Opening  graves,  etc  135.00 


Cancelled 

Perpetual  care  $140.00 
Lots  and  graves  75.00 


Outstanding  December  31,  1918 

Perpetual  care  $145.00 

Lots  and  graves  228.00 

Opening  graves  73.00 

Annual  care  6.00 


$847.00 


$956.00 
$2,537.00 


$1,870.00 


$215.00 


$452.00 


$2,537.00 
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SINKING  FUND 

Sav.  Dep.  Securities 


Total 


On  hand  at  begin- 
ning of  year  $15,703.98 
End  of  year  $17,000.48 

Recipts 
Income,  $1,296.50 

Receipts 


$16,000.00  $31,703.98 
$16,000.00  $33,000.48 
Payments 
Savings  Deposits  $1,296.50 
Payments 


Total                 $1,296.50             Total  $1,296.50 

ALEXIS  BOYER,  JR.  SCHOOL  FUND 

Sav.  Dep.  Total 

On  hand  beginning  of  year             $200.00  $200.00 

Receipts  Payments 

Bequest               $200.00       Savings  Deposit  $200.00 

Total             $200.00             Total  $200.0a 


MARY  MYNOTT  LIBRARY  FUND 

Sav.  Dep.  Total 

$1,003.28  $1,003.28 

$1,043.80  $1,043.80 
Payments 

Sav.  Deposits  $40.50 

Total  $40.52 


On  hand  beginning  of  year 
On  hand  at  end  of  year 

Receipts 
Income  $40.50 
Total  $40.52 


CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE  FUNDS 

Sav.  Dep.    Securities  Total 


On  hand  at  begin- 
ning of  year 
End  of  year 

Receipts 
Bequests  $1,340.00 
Lots  and  graves  445.00 
Income,  1,055.39 
Total  $2,840.39 


$19,885.93 
$21,670.93 


Sav. 


$5,000.00  $24,885.93 
$5,000.00  $26,670.93 
Payments 

Deposits  $1,785.00 


Care  of  lots 


Total 


1,055.39 


$2,840.39 
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Report  of 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge : — 

The  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  submit  their  an- 
nual report  as  follows: — 

Book  No.          Bank                         Bal.  Int. 

16257    Amherst  Sav.  Bank             $1029.16  44.77 

34032    Clinton  Sav.  Bank                1097.81  47.77 

44901    Dedham  Inst,  for  Savings          878.68  34.10 

51856    Fitchburg  Savings  Bank           936.64  40.75 

25862    Leominster  Savings  Bank        1293.52  50.22 

4443    Leicester  Savings  Bank             911.56  39.65 

39639    Natick  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank     758.99  33.00 

29970    Salem  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank     1060.37  46.15 

390502   Suffolk  Savings  Bank             1080.32  41.94 

21209    Southbridge  Savings  Bank       3262.94  127.99 

42082    Ware  Savings  Bank                 900.63  39.17 

21481    Webster  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bk.    1123.49  48.88 

130170    Worcester  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bk  937.01  40.77 

73989    Worcester  Mechanics  Sav.  Bk.  865.41  37.65 

50139    Worcester  Peoples  Sav.  Bank   1141.68  49.68 

181879    Worcester  Co.  Inst,  for  Savings  799.52  34.76 

16  Augusta  Ga.  Water  Bonds  16000.00  320.00 


?34077.73 

Interest  1919  $1077.25 
Total  Sinking  Fund  December  31,  1919  $33000.48 
Interest  to  Sinking  Fund  1919  1077.25 


Total  Sinking  Fund  Dec.  31,  1919  $34077.73 

E.  E.  LECLAIR,  Chairman 


Report  of  Cemetery  Committee 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge,  Mass : — 

The  Cemetery  Committee  organized  with  George  IL 
Hartwell,  Jr.,  as  chairman,  and  S.  W.  WiUiams  as  clerk. 

The  cemetery  work  has  been  carried  on  this  year 
with  the  utmost  economy,  having  bent  all  our  efforts  to 
keeping  the  grass  properly  mowed  and  trimmed,  the 
graves  graded,  and  the  roads  in  the  best  possible  condition 
There  have  been  no  notable  improvements  made  during 
the  year ;  it  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  make  a  number 
during  the  coming  year,  among  them  being  the  replace- 
ment of  a  number  of  the  trees  which  have  died,  and  the 
extension  of  our  water  system  so  as  to  supply  the  burial 
Jots  which  have  been  sold  during  the  past  few  years. 
There  are  also  a  number  of  minor  improvements  which- 
will  have  to  be  made. 

We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  citi- 
dens  and  the  town  officials  for  their  splendid  cooperation. 
Respectfully  submitted 

DANIEL  P.  BERNHEIM 
CLARENCE  F.  MORSE 
DANIEL  T.  MORRILL 
GEORGE  H.  HARTWELL,  Jr. 
ALVA  L.  HYDE 
WARDWELL  M.  EDWARDS 


Report  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge : — 

In  presenting  this  report  for  1919  we  wish  to  express 
to  the  Selectmen  and  members  of  the  town  government 
how  much  we  appreciate  their  cooperation  during  the  past 
year. 

We  believe  that  although  we  have  not  a  large  bal- 
ance to  our  credit  it  has  been  a  successful  year.  Our 
Mothers'  Aid  has  increased  owing  to  prevailing  high  prices 
and  the  outside  account  has  been  likewise  affected. 

The  Almshouse  continues  to  be  a  heavy  expense  but 
we  believe  that  the  board  will  have  a  proposition  to  put 
before  the  voters  at  the  fall  town  meeting  w^hich  will 
remedy  this. 

The  buildings  at  the  farm  are  in  first-class  order 
which  gives  much  credit  to  Warden  and  Mrs.  Joseph  N. 
Payant,  who  have  been  appointed  for  the  coming  year. 
Dr.  Joseph  E.  Donais  has  been  appointed  town  physician 
for  1920. 

Respectfully  submitted 


INVENTORY  AT  ALMSHOUSE.  DECEMBER  2,  1919 

Class  1:— 


EUGENE  MATTE,  Chairman 
GEO.  H.  HARTWELL,  Jr.,  Clerk 
NARCISSE  PELOQUIN,  Visitor 


14  Head  Cattle 

I  Pair  Gray  Horses 

15  Pigs 

84  Fowls  and  Chickens 
1  Turkey 


$1335.00 


650.00 
300.00 
157.00 
6.00 


$2448.00 
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Class  2  :— 

Hay,  Grain  and  Feed 

Class  3  :— 

Fuel 
Class  4  :— 

Vegetables 
Class  5: — 

Meat,  Flour  and  Tobacco 
Class  6:— 

275  Quarts  Preserves 

Groceries 

Disinfectant 

Class  7:— 

Furniture,  Crockery,  Tinware 
Farming  Tools,  Auto  Truck 


110.00 
75.00 
47.00 


1125.15 
619.50 
152.50 
441.25 


$232.00 


3474.58 


Grand  Total 


§8492.98 


ARSENE  GIRARD 
JOHN  HALPIN 
ARTHUR  HARWOOD 
Appraisers 


Report  of  Police  Department 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  of  Southbridge:— 
Gentlemen : — 

In  compliance  with  the  town  ordinance,  I  herewith 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  9th  annual  report  of 
the  Police  Department  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1919.  The  organization  of  the  Pohce  Department  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows: — 

CHIEF 
Napoleon  Giroux 
PATROLMEN 
Andrew  M.  Higgins  Joseph  Paquin 

Oliver  Paul,  Jr.  Patrick  Donnelley 

Pierre  Cornier  Daniel  Blute 

Alpherie  Duplessis  Honore  St.  Martin 

Ulric  Brault 

DESK  OFFICER 
Andrew  M.  Higgins 

JANITOR 
Joseph  D.  Proulx 

CONSTABLES 
Patrick  Donnelley  Andrew  M.  Higgins 

Basile  G.  Proulx 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
Business  performed  by  the  department  during  the 
year  expiring  December  31,  1919:  Total  number  of  ar- 
rests 202 ;  arrests  on  warrants  65 ;  without  warrants  137 ; 
males  192 ;  females  8 ;  minors  25 ;  non  residents  43 ;  resi- 
dents 159. 

OFFENCES 

Drunkeness  54 ;  assault  27 ;  common  drunk  3 ;  neglect 
8;  break  and  entering  13;  vagrants  4;  larceny  5;  tres- 
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passing  12;  knife  assault  1;  man-slaughter  1;  stealing 
3;  breaking  glass  3;  disturbing  the  peace  7;  receiving 
stolen  money  2 ;  stealing  automobile  2 ;  bastardy  6 ;  rape 
2;  misconduct  4;  keeping  an  unlicensed  boarding  house 
2 ;  keeping  liquor  with  intent  to  sell  3 ;  stealing  a  team  1 ; 
operating  automobile  without  a  license  4;  recklessly  op- 
erating  an  automobile  4 ;  lascivious  cohabitation  2o  aban- 
doning a  child  1 ;  discharging  firearms  on  the  Lord's  day 
1 ;  violation  of  probation  1 ;  held  for  Springfield  2 ;  stub- 
born child  1;  disposing  of  leased  property  1;  keeping 
unlicensed  dogs  23.  n 

DISPOSITION  OF  CASES 
Released  40 ;  placed  on  file  21 ;  discharged  6 ;  fined  6S 
house  of  correction  22 ;  probation  10 ;  appealed  2 ;  made 
restitution  3;  held  for  grand  jury  5;  returned  to  Shirley 
1 ;  continued  cases  7 ;  paid  costs  of  court  7 ;  noil  pross  2  ; 
defaulted  1 ;  taken  to  Worcester  Hospital  1 ;  returned  ta 
state  board  of  charity  1;  married  2. 

OCCUPATION 
Laborers  128;  insurance  agent  1;  clerks  5;  painters 
5 ;  cooks  2 ;  farmers  4 ;  cigar  maker  1 ;  merchants  2 ;  wait- 
ers 1 ;  domestic  3 ;  choppers  3 ;  inn  keeper  1 ;  spinner  1 ; 
mill  operative  1 ;  iceman  1 ;  mason  4 ;  chauffeurs  2 ;  bar- 
tenders 3 ;  contractors  2 ;  teamsters  2 ;  agent  1 ;  grinder 
1 ;  fruit  dealer  1 ;  weaver  3 ;  no  occupation  8 ;  machinists  3^ 

Number  of  lights  out  during  the  year  207 ;  reported 
number  of  doors  found  unlocked  during  the  year  57 ;  val- 
ue of  property  reported  lost  $496;  recovered  $475;  num- 
ber of  accidents  during  year  reported  75. 

Complaints  during  the  year  1873,  each  of  which  have 
been  investigated  and  satisfaction  given  to  the  complain- 
ant. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  convey  my  thanks  for  the 
kind  assistance  and  hearty  cooperation  of  your  honorable 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  other  Town  Officials,  and  in  this 
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I  am  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Police  Department  as 
a  whole,  as  well  as  my  own.  It  has  been  a  great  pleasure 
to  have  you  keep  in  such  close  touch  with  the  department 
and  its  work  for  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted 

NAPOLEON  GIROUX, 

Chief  of  Police 

Southbridge,  Mass.,  December  31,  1919. 


Report  of  Sewer  Commissioners 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge : — 

Your  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  herewith  submit 
their  report  for  the  year  1919. 

There  are  now  connected  with  the  system  1114  build- 
ings, including  manufacturing  plants,  schools,  public 
buildings,  tenement  houses  and  residences.  Inasmuch  as 
there  was  not  a  great  deal  of  sewer  construction  done  in 
the  season  of  1919,  your  comrhissioners  have  not  much 
to  report. 

The  contract  for  building  the  central  street  sewer 
was  awarded  to  the  American  Optical  Co.,  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  town.  The  total  length  of  this  job  was  431  feet, 
and  the  contract  price  was  $1250,  and  although  the  job 
is  not  wholly  completed,  a  little  top  dressing  to  be  added, 
the  work  was  satisfactory  to  the  commissioners. 

The  Charlton  St.  sewer  was  started  late  in  December 
1918  under  recommendation  of  the  board  of  health,  and 
it  is  finished  and  all  assessments  have  been  sent  to  the 
abutters.  There  is  231  feet  of  this  sewer,  and  it  was  an 
expensive  stretch  to  build,  as  we\had  to  go  down  12  feet, 
mostly  through  solid  rock.  The  total  cost  is  $2,342.82. 
The  share  of  the  abutters  is  $1561.81,  and  the  share  of 
the  town  is  $781.41. 

In  accordance  with  recommendation  of  the  town  we 
took  over  the  sewer  on  Green  ave.,  Rose  st.  and  Overland 
st.  The  total  cost  of  the  three  is  $1129.16,  and  assess- 
ments have  been  levied  to  that  amount.  The  town's  share 
is  $376.39,  and  the  share  of  the  abutters  is  $752.78. 

On  maintainence  the  commissioners  have  expended 
the  following:  $3,904.85.  This  amount  includes  the  wages 
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of  the  care-taker,  \vhich  amounts  to  $1500,  and  the  sal- 
aries of  the  commissioners,  which  are  $100  each.  This 
includes  also  the  excavation  and  relaying  pipe  on  East 
Main  St.,  where  we  had  to  dig  up  about  200  feet  to  a 
depth  of  about  12  feet,  and  there  were  many  boulders 
that  had  been  loaded  over  the  sewer  when  East  Main  st 
was  lowered  some  years  ago.  We  found  the  pipes  driven 
down  and  completely  out  of  line. 

We  have  also  raised  21  manholes,  this  work  being 
made  necessary  because  of  the  raising  of  the  grades  of 
the  streets,  and  the  cost  for  material  and  labor  was  very 
considerable. 

The  work  at  the  niter  beds  has  been  satisfactory,  and 
met  with  the  approval  of  the  state  inspector. 

In  reference  to  the  appropriation  for  maintenance 
of  sewers  during  the  coming  year,  we  recommend  $3000. 

PHILIP  DAGENAIS,  Chairman 
J.  A.  ALLARD,  Secretary 
H.  U.  BAIL 

  Assessors  of  Southbridge 


Report  of  Board  of  Assessors 


The  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge  submit 
the  following  report  for  the  year  1919. 

Appropriations  voted  Mar.  10  $254,124.00 
Appropriation  vgted  July  &  Aug.  13,250.00 


$266,374.00 

Less  estimated  revenue  $32000.00 
Trfr.  from  excess  and  deficiency  25000.00 
State  Income  Tax  3135.00 
Educational  Fund  5000.00 


$65,135.00 

Total  Amount  to  be  raised  for  town  purposes  $201^239.00 

State  Tax  $24,369.40 

County  Tax                 '  10,466.00 

State  Highway  Tax  841.85 

Auditing  Municipal  accounts  479.81 

Overlay  2,770.77 


Total  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxes  for  1919  $240,166.83 

Valuation  Real  Estate  Apr  1,  '19  6,265,840.00 

Tax  on  Real  Estate  $156,646.87 

Val.  Per.  Property^  Apr.  1,  '19  $2,846,400.00 

Tax  on  Personal  Property  $71,158.07 

Val.  Resident  Bank  Stock  178,235.00 

Tax  on  Resident  Bank  Stock  $4,455.89 

Number  Polls  assessed,  Apr.  1919,  3953  at  $2  $7,906.00 


Total  Valuation,  April  1,  1919  $9,290,375.00 

Total  Taxes  assessed  $240,166.83 
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Value  non-resident  shareholders  of 

Nat.  Bank  Stock  $41,495.00 

Tax  on  Bank  Stock  $919.17 
Sewer  assessments 

Apportionments  assessed    '  $257.92" 


Total  warrant  to  collection  Sept.  15,  1919  $241,343.92 
Excise  Tax  assessed  Wore.  Consoli- 
dated St.  Ry  Co.  Oct  11,  1919  1244.25 
Supplementary  Assessment  Dec.  20,  1919 
Valuation  Real  Estate  10070.00 
Tax  on  Real  Estate  251.75 
Val.  on  Per.  Property  1300.00 
Tax  on  Personal  Property  $32.50 
Additional  Polls  assessed  13  at  $2  $26.00 


Amount  of  warrant  to  collector  Dec.  20  $1,554.50 

Total  amount  to  Collector  for  1919  $242,898.42 
Total  Valuation  Dec.  31,  1919  $9,301,745.00 
Rate  per  Thousand  $25.00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHILEAS  F.  X.  CASAVANT, 
ANTOINE  FARLAND, 
WILLIAM  McGILPIN 


Report  of  Fire  Engineers 


In  accordance  with  the  law  and  custom  we  submit 
our  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1919, 
showing  the  number  of  fires  we  were  called  to  and  value 
of  property  endangered  when  alarm  sounded.  Still  alarms 
not  included.  The  report  of  the  Chief,  etc,  and  recom- 
xnendations  we  think  necessary  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  town  Accountant's  report  will  show  for  us  a 
balance  of  $5.48.  We  were  called  to  112  fires  in  all;  94 
stills  and  18  regulars.  The  value  of  property  endangered : 
Buidings  $87,875.00;  contents  $51,800.00;  total  $139,675. 

Insurance  on  buildings  $53,300.00;  contents  $32,900 
total  $86,200.      Loss  on  buildings  $10,893.50:  contents 
$15,676.77,  total  $26,570.27.  Insurance  paid  on  buildings 
$10,734.00;  contents  $10,481.77;  total  $21,215.77. 
ROLL  CALL 
Joseph  E.  Duchesneau,  Chief 
Louis  Lamothe  Willard  J.  Claflin 

George  W.  Laughnane  Clerk,  John  J.  Hogan 

PERMANENT  MEN 
Henry  Lavoie,  Govan  J.  Wright,  George  A.  Larochelle 
Napoleon  Garceau,  Origene  Lacasse 
STEAMER  CO.  NO.  1 
Joseph  Brouilette,  Captain 
Isidore  Duchesneau,  Lieutenant 
Henry  Desaulniers        Joseph  Morin     Alfred  Langevin 
Michael  Maloney     Michael  Bermingham     Joseph  Ford 
George  M.  Lamothe  Paul  Fontaine  Hormisdas  Duplessis 
Arthur  Durocher     Leo  Lemoine     Hormisdas  Belanger 
HOOK  AND  LADDER  CO.  NO.  1 
Joseph  Lucier,  Captain 
John  B.  Casavant,  Lieutenant 
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Leander  Coutre 
Oliver  Paul 
Wilbrod  Paul 
Felix  Lavallee 


Alfred  Boucher 
Arthur  McDonald 
Henri  Lamontagne 
Philias  Dufault 


HOSE  CO  NO.  2 
Paul  Potvin,  Captain 
Rosea  Weld,  Lieutenant 


-    Frank  J.  Greenwood,  Engineer 
Alfred  Lavallee 
Paul  Degrenier 
Adelard  Dumas 


George  W.  Lavallee 
Eugene  Paul 
Narcisse  Marchessault 
Louis  E.  Farland 


James  C.  Sangren,  Supt.  Fire  Alarm 

FIRES  AND  LOCATIONS 

January  6 — Box  72,  alarm  5.15  a.  m.,  recall  6.  30  a. 
m.  Fire  in  moulding  room  at  Lensdale  owned  by  A  0  Co. 
Cause,  heating  oil.  Insured. 

January  10 — Alarm  11.25  p.  m.,  recall  12.30  p.  m. 
Fire  in  four  tenement  block.  Mill  st.,  owned  by  Mrs.  Hat- 
tie  Baker.  Cause,  over-heated  stove.  Insured. 

February  5 — Box  45,  alarm  8.23  a.  m.  Fire  in  four 
tenement  block  and  two  tenement  dwelling  owned  by 
Joseph  Lippe  and  V.  Peletier.  Cause,  cigaret.  Insured 

February  13— Box  32,  alarm  6.05  p.  m.,  recall  6.10 
Fire  in  garage  on  Hamilton  st  owned  by  Ellen  Callahan. 
Cause  auto.  Insured  . 

February  22 — Alarm  7.40  p,  m.  recall  7.50  p.  m.  Fire 
in  six  tenement  block  on  Charlton  st.,  owned  by  Camille 
Caron.  Cause  chimney.  Insured. 

March  1 — Box  47,  alarm  5.04  p.  m.,  recall  5.11  p.  m. 
Fire  in  six  tenement  block  on  Mechanic  st  owned  by  Mor- 
ris Green.  Cause,  over-heated  stove.  Insured. 

April  4 — Box  37,  alarm  3.24  p.  m.  recall  4  p.  m.  Fire 
in  dwelling  house  on  Chapin  st.,  owned  by  James  Sanders. 
Cause  defective  furnace.  Insured. 
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April  13 — Box  46,  alarm  8.40  p.  m.,  recall  8.50  p.  m. 
Fire  in  two  tenement  dwelling  on  Lens  st.,  owned  by  A. 
O.  Co.  Cause  chimney.  Insured 

May  4 — Box  36,  alarm  1.16  a.  m.,  recall  1.20  a.  m. 
Fire  in  store  on  Central  st.,  owned  by  Morton  Est.  Cause, 
unknown.  Insured. 

June  20 — Box  24,  alarm  12.48  p.  m.,  recall  1.00  p.  m. 
Fire  in  two  tenement  dwelling  on  West  Main  st.,  owned 
by  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.  Cause  explosion.  Insured. 

July  16 — Box  46,  alarm  4.20  p.  m.,  recall  4.45  p.  m. 
Fire  in  two  tenement  dwelling  on  North  st.,owned  by  Ga- 
mache  Est.  Cause,  combustion.  Insured. 

August  3 — Box  52,  alarm  10.37  a.  m.,  recall  11.15  a. 
m.  Fire  in  dwelling  house  on  Morris  st.,  owned  byHetu 
Est.  Cause,  kerosene  stove.  Insured. 

September  6 — Box  45,  alarm  8.05  p.  m.,  recall  8.10 
p.  m.  Fire  in  four  tenement  house  on  Mechanic  st.,  owned 
by  R.  Robbins.  Cause,  cigarette.  Insured. 

October  25 — Box  43,  alarm  3.45  p.  m.  Fire  in  dwelHng 
on  Golf  St.,  owned  by  the  Southbridge  Printing  Company 
Cause,  explosion.  Insured. 

Nov.  11 — Box  46,  alarm  3.30  a.  m.,  recall  3.35  a.  m. 
False  Alarm. 

November  16 — Box  47,  alarm  10.10,  recall  10.40  p. 
m.Automobile  on  Worcester  st.  Cause,  motor. 

December  15 — Box  72,  alarm  7.35,  recall  7.45  p.  m. 
Fire  in  grinding  room  Lensdale,  owner  A.  0.  Co.  Cause 
Electric  motor.  Insured. 

December  19 — Box  41,  alarm  10.00  a.  m.,  recall  10.50 
a.  m.  Fire  in  dwelling  house  on  Walnut  st.,  owned  by  H. 
W.  Hill.  Cause  defective  chimney.  Insured. 

EQUIPMENT  OF  DEPARTMENT 
One  auto  combination  chemical  truck  and  hose,  I 
auto  hook  and  ladder  truck,  1  triple  combination  pump,  1 
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auto  supply  truck,  1  horse  drawn  combination  chemical 
and  hose  wagon,  1  hook  and  ladder  horse  drawn  truck,  1 
steamer  used  as  trailer,  hand  hose  reel,  1  racing  cart, 
10  3-gallon  hand  chemicals,  5  6-gallon  hand  chemicals, 
728  feet  of  ladders,  5500  ft  of  hose,  1  deluge  set  complete 
12  nozzles  all  in  service. 

CHIEF'S  REPORT 
Number  of  inspections  made,  hotels,  boarding  houses 
garages  and  rubbish  103.  Permits  issued  for  fireworks  9, 
high  explosives  12,  garages  7.  We  also  made  31  trips  with 
the  ambulance. 

As  suggested  in  our  report  of  1918,  part  of  No.  1 
House  is  now  used  for  a  Court  Room,  the  town  realizing 
§600.00  a  year  without  any  expense.  We  also  keep  and 
furnish  drivers  for  the  ambulance  that  also  is  a  saving 
of  approximately  $400.00  for  drivers  alone,  and  taking 
into  consideration  that  w^e  do  all  repairs  we  feel  the  town 
is  saved  considerable  money  in  a  year.  We  think  it  of  in- 
terest to  the  tax  payers  to  know  that  we  did  all  our  own 
repairing,  painted  the  supply  truck,  and  also  repaired 
and  painted  ladders.  We  recommend  an  increase  of  $220 
a  year  for  the  Chief  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  fur- 
nishes his  own  machine  we  feel  justified  in  so  doing.  We 
also  recommend  an  increase  of  about  30  per  cent  for  the 
permanent  men,  and  $25  mcrease  for  call  men.  No  doubt 
the  people  of  Southbridge,  in  reading  this  report  will 
readily  see  the  town  made  no  mistake  in  making  the 
changes  we  suggested  last  year.  To  some  people  perhaps 
it  might  seem  that  the  firemen  are  asking  too  much  for 
their  services,  but  this  is  not  so,  as  the  young  men  of  the 
town  do  not  desire  to  belong,  and  we  have  trouble  keep- 
ing the  old  ones.  With  the  ever-increasing  cost  of  every- 
thing we  use,  we  recommend  an  appropriation  of 
$16,709.25.  This  amount  will  cover  all  expense  for  the 
ensuing  year,  including  500  feet  of  hose,  painting  hook 
and  ladder  truck  and  combination  chemical  truck. 
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We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  voters  for 
their  cooperation  and  support  and  the  firemen  for  their 
obedience  and  good  work. 

Respecfully  submitted, 

J.  E.  DUCHESNEAU,  Chief 
WILLARD  J.  CLAFLIN 
GEO.  W.  LAUGHNANE 
LOUIS  LAMOTHE 
JOHN  J.  HOGAN,  Clerk 


Report  of  Special  Committee 


To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge: — 

Following  a  vote  of  the  Town  at  the  Special  Town 
Meeting  of  July  15th,  the  undersigned  committee  has 
caused  a  survey  and  inspection  of  the  town  highways  to 
be  made  and  herewith  present  conclusions  drawn,  to- 
gether with  recommendations  for  action  by  the  town. 

For  the  purpcses  of  this  report  we  have  separated 
the  town  highways  into  two  groups,  "Streets"  which  com- 
prehends the  highways  within  the  thickly  built  portion 
of  the  town,  and  *'Roads"  which  includes  the  remaining 
highways.  The  limits  we  have  arbitrarily  placed  on  lines 
joining  the  following  points,  West  Main  st  at  the  town 
line;  junction  of  Plimpton  and  Roberts  sts;  junction  of 
Charlton  st  and  Charlton  City  Road;  junction  of  Morris 
and  Cisco  Sts;  point  where  Cohasse  Brook  crosses  the 
Eastford  Road;  and  the  junction  of  Main  and  West  sts. 

Following  the  plan  of  division  the  town  has  about  19 
miles  of  streets  and  45  miles  of  roads. 

STREETS 

The  19  miles  of  streets  are  divided  thus: — 


Paved  with  wood  blocks  .4  miles 

Paved  with  brick  .9  miles 

Paved  with  concrete  .2  miles 

Tar  bound  macadam  2.5  miles 

Water  bound  macadam  .6  miles 

Dirt                        -  14.4  miles 


19.0 

Wooden  Block  Pavement: — 

All  the  wooden  block  pavement  is  in  good  condition. 
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Brick  Pavement: — 

The  brick  pavement  on  Hamilton  st  is  in  fair  condi- 
tion but  wiW  need  repairs  in  the  near  future,  particularly 
the  section  west  of  Pine  st,  which,  though  laid  one  year 
later  than  the  easterly  section,  shows  unmistakable  evi- 
dences of  vvcar  due  to  poor  grouting,  and  sections  of  in- 
ferior foundation.  This  section  has  already  been  repaired 
in  some  places  on  account  of  these  faults.  There  are  also 
openings  in  this  street  made  for  underground  service 
work  which  should  be  repaired  at  the  earliest  opportunity 

Concrete  Pavements: — 

The  pieces  of  concrete  are  in  good  condition  except 
for  the  cracks  which  always  appear  in  this  type  of  pave- 
ment, which  have  needed  attention  for  two  years  past, 
and  should  be  filled  at  once  with  bituminous  cement. 
Some  of  the  cracks  in  that  portion  of  the  Elm  st.  pave- 
ment which  was  laid  with  local  stone  have  worn  so  badly 
on  the  edges  that  this  method  of  repair  may  not  be  very 
satisfactory.  Had  these  been  attended  to  at  first  appear- 
ance the  expense  would  have  been  trifling  and  the  cracks 
would  not  have  worn  in  the  manner  they  have. 

Tar-Bound  Macadam: — 

There  are  repairs  of  greater  or  less  extent  on  all  the 
streets  of  this  sort.  The  one  in  worst  condition  is  Wor- 
cester st.  from  the  Central  st.  bridge  north  about  1500  ft 
This  piece  of  pavement  should  be  entirely  resurfaced. 

Dirt  Streets:— 

Under  this  head  comes  more  than  three-fourths  of 
our  streets  and  practically  none  of  them  is  in  even  fair 
condition.  Fully  half,  notably  Elm  st.,  Everett  st.,  Main 
St.,  River  st.,  Eastford  Road  and  such  side  hill  streets  as 
Marcy,  Pine,  Cross,  Sayles,  High,  etc  are  in  a  disgraceful 
state  of  repair.  There  is  a  tendency  to  believe  that  be- 
cause of  the  scandalous  condition  these  streets  have 
reached  through  neglect  that  the  proper  way  out  of  the 
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mess  is  to  be  found  in  so-called  permanent  pavements. 
This  solution  of  the  problem  would  be  justilable  in  but 
a  few  of  the  cases  at  present.  Elm  St.,  Main  St.,  from 
Goddard  St.  to  South,  and  Central  St.,  on  account  of  the 
heavy  travel  and  their  connection  with  existing  pave- 
ments might  well  be  paved.  We  believe  this  is  all  the  per- 
manent pavement  the  town  needs  for  several  years. 

-To  give  an  idea  of  the  relative  economy  of  permanent 
pavements  and  of  properly  kept  streets  with  their  present 
class  of  surfacing  (that  is  dirt  or  gravel)  let  us  consider 
1500  ft.  of  street  with  a  24  ft.  width  of  roadway  and  an 
amount  of  traffic  such  as  the  greater  part  of  our  streets 
have.  Everett  st  from  Main  to  Elm  or  Charlton  st  from 
Mechanic  st  to  the  Cemetery  would  be  .of  about  this  ex- 
tent and  be  typical  of  traffic  conditions. 

A  concrete  pavement  over  this  extent  of  street  would 
cost  at  least  $13,000.  The  interest  on  this  sum  at  6  per 
cent  represents  $780  per  year.  Thirty  years  would  be  a 
long  time  for  a  pavement  to  last  before  replacement  or 
general  resurfacing.  Assuming  that  this  replacement  of 
resurfacing  could  be  done  at  a  cost  of  $2.00  per  square 
yard  we  would  have  a  cost  of  $9600.  Neglecting  the 
cost  of  repairs  which  any  pavement  m.ust  have  from  year 
to  year,  this  stretch  of  street  would  have  cost  the  tow^n 
$1100  per  year.  Does  any  one  doubt  that  half  that  sum 
inteUigently  spent  yearly  on  the  same  street  would  give 
a  street  that  could  fill  all  requirements? 

We  believe  the  solution  of  our  street  problem  lies  in 
intelligent  maintenance  rather  than  in  large  capital  ex- 
pense for  more  permanent  surfacing. 

The  dirt  streets  other  than  those  recommended  for 
paving  should  be  thoroughly  repaired.  Certain  of  them 
call  for  immediate  and  entire  reshaping. 

In  some  cases  there  is  sufficient  material  now  on  the 
streets  to  do  this,  but  in  others  it  must  be  brought  to  the 
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streets.  In  either  case  the  work  should  be  done  to  as  care- 
fully a  laid  out  cross  section  as  would  be  used  on  a  per- 
manent pavement  and  the  new  material  thoroughly 
rolled  into  place.  Heretofore  where  work  of  this  nature 
has  been  done  the  material  has  been  so  spread  that  a 
proper  cross  section  has  not  been  preserved.  Generally 
the  middle  of  the  street  has  been  left  too  flat  and  the  slope 
needed  for  drainage  has  all  been  carried  by  the  few  feet 
near  the  gutter  and  the  centre  of  the  street  on  account  of 
lack  of  drainage,  has  soon  rutted  and  then  been  churned 
into  mud.  On  many  streets,  especially  the  side  hill  streets 
the  rutting  has  been  allowed  to  go  so  far  tha  water  from 
side  streets  instead  of  following  the  gutter  has  flowed 
down  the  middle  of  the  street  and  washed  it  until  the 
gutters  are  higher  than  the  travelled  way.  The  streets 
calling  for  immediate  reshaping  beside  those  already 
recommended  to  be  paved  are: — 

Charlton  st  from  Mechanic  st  to  the  Cemetery,  Me- 
chanic st  from  the  bridge  to  the  tarred  surface  laid  in 
1919,  Chapin  st,  south  of  Dresser  st..  Dresser  st  from 
Elm  to  Marcy  st.,  Everett  st  from  Elm  to  Main,  Oliver 
st.  from  Hamilton  to  River,  Plimpton  st  from  Walcott  to 
Robert,  High  st.,  Sayles  st.,  River  st.,  and  Water  st.  The 
coming  of  spring  may  show  other  streets  in  as  much 
need  as  these  but  these  seem  at  present  to  call  most 
loudly  for  attention. 

The  other  dirt  streets  should  be  temporarily  re- 
paired to  prevent  further  damage  as  far  as  possible. 

There  are  many  streets  suffering  from  a  lack  of 
catch  basins  and  storm  drains.  In  order  to  furnish  this 
drainage  economically  each  one  should  be  a  part  of  a 
general  system  covering  the  built  up  portion  of  the  town. 
As  more  streets  are  paved  and  more  sidewalks  and  houses 
built  we  hall  be  driven  to  the  contruction  of  storm  drains. 
Unless  built  to  a  comprehensive  scheme  there  will  be  a 
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great  deal  of  money  wasted  in  rebuilding,  overcrowding 
present  drains,  duplicating  main  lines,  etc.  We  therefore 
■recommend  that  the  town  engage  engineers  to  lay  out  ^ 
scheme  of  storm  drains  for  the  town  to  be  followed  in 
future  w^ork  of  this  kind.  We  recommend  that  money  be 
appropriated  in  1920  for  this  purpose. 

We  recomrr^nd  the  paving  of  Elm  st.,  southerly  from 
Main  st  to  Park  st.,  with  the  best  type  of  bituminous 
roadway  or  concrete. 

The  bituminous  pavement  would  have  some  advan- 
tages over  concrete  on  account  of  the  width  of  the  street 
and  the  desirability  of  having  as  good  looking  a  street  as 
possible  in  front  of  our  Town  Hall  and  other  public  build- 
ings on  this  street.  The  cracks  which  would  develop  in 
a  concrete  street  of  this  width  w^ould  be  unsightly.  The 
cost  of  wooden  block  we  consider  prohibitive.. 

We  recommend  Elm  st,  south  from  Park  st,  be  paved 
with  concrete. 

We  recmmend  paving  Central  st  from  Main  st.  to 
the  New  Haven  Railrod  with  concrete. 

We  recommend  paving  Main  Street,  from  Mamil- 
ton  Street,  to  South  Street  with  concrete  excepting 
a  strip  in  each  side  of  the  roadway  on  the  hill  which  we 
recommend  be  a  trap  rock  water  bound  macadam  for 
horse  travel,  each. macadam  strip  being  one  half  as  wide 
as  the  concrete. 
Roads : — 

Of  the  45  miles  of  road  in  the  town  about  8 1/2  miles 
have  been  rebuilt  in  recent  years  with  either  waterbound 
macadam,  tar  bound  macadam  or  concrete.  With  the 
completion  of  the  concrete  rcadw^ay  on  the  Dudley  River 
Road  the  town  now  has  what  should  be,  if  properly  main- 
tained, good  roads  in  all  directions  from  which  traffic 
enters  the  town.  The  Eastford  road  and  the  North  Wood- 
stock Road  are  incomplete,  about  four  miles  of  roadway 
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would  be  needed  to  complete  them.  We  believe  the  town 
should  do  no  more  work  of  this  kind  on  its  roads  for  the 
present,  but  confine  itself  to  preserving  what  it  already 
has  and  draining  and  repairing  those  which  have  not 
been  improved.  The  macadam  on  Eastford  Road  is  badly 
in  need  of  repair  not  having  been  attended  to  since  it  was 
first  laid.  The  Westville  road  built  in  1918  is  also  in  need 
of  repair.  The  section  iirst  built  on  the  North  Woodstock 
Road  on  the  hill  north  of  Mr.  Cheney's  residence  has 
been  allowed  to  wash  away  until  at  present  it  is  in  a 
dangerous  condition  and  calls  for  imm^ediate  repair.  This 
piece  of  road  lying  between  two  stretches  of  good  tar 
bound  macadam  is  especially  noticable.  All  the  tar  bound 
macadam  roads  need  patching  and  tarring  and  will  need 
the  same  attention  every  year. 

Outside  the  main  roads  all  of  the  roads  are  in  very 
bad  condition.  Some  four  miles  or  so  in  various  quarters 
might  be  classed  as  impassable.  The  town  might  close 
some  of  these  roads  without  great  hardship  to  anyone. 
We  believe  sbout  four  miles  of  roadway  might  be  taken 
off  the  town's  shoulders  in  this  way.  The  remaining  35 
miles  or  so  of  secondary  country  road  should  be  kept  in 
good  condition  by  constant  repairing. 

We  recommend  the  following  expeditures  for  1920 
as  necessary  to  make  a  start  toward  putting  our  streets 
and  roads  in  presentable  shape. 

Repair  &  Maintenance  of  dirt  st.  surfaces  $15,000.00 


Maintenance  of  tar  bound  streets  1000.00 

Maintenance  of  brick  pavement  500.00 

Maintenance  of  concrete  pavement  200.00 

Resurfacing  Worcester  Street  2400.00 


Total  street  maintenance  19100.00 

Maintenance  of  tar  bound  roads  2500.00 
Special  repairs  on  Woodstock  Road  500.00 
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J-'pecial  repair?  on  Eastford  Road  400.00 

Tarring  Westville  Road  macadam  800.00 

Repairs  &  Maintenance  of  dirt  roads  5000.00 

Total  road  maintenance  $9200.00 

Special  appropriation  for  drainage  plans  $2000.00 


We  estimate  the  cost  of  pavements  which  we  recom- 
mend for  the  near  future. 
Elm  Street  21,600.00 
Central  Street  8,100.00 
Main  St.,  Hamilton  to  South  St.  22,200.00 

Respectfulh^  submitted 
J.  G.  CLARKE 
E.  B.  ARMSTRONG 
R.  A.  RICE 

Special  Committee. 


Report  of 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge: — 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  from  November  30, 


1918  to  November  30,  1919. 

Adjusted  Platform  Scales  Over  5000  pounds  4 

Sealed  Plat^c^'m  Scales  over  5000  pounds  10 

Condemned  Platform  Scales  over  5000  pounds  2 

Adjusted  Platform  Scales  under  5000  pounds  3 

Sealed  Platform  Scales  under  5000  pounds  170 

Non-sealed  7 

Condemned  Platform  Scales  under  5000  pounds  3 

Sealed  Slot  Weighing  Scales  8 

All  other  Scales  adjusted  9 

All  other  Scales  Sealed  282 

All  other  Scaless  Condemned  18 

Number  of  Weights  Adjusted  0 

Number  of  Weights  Sealed  1337 

Number  of  Weights  Condemned  19 

Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Adjusted  0 

Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Sealed  109 

Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Condemned  10 

Number  of  Milk  Jars  Sealed  228 

Number  of  Milk  Jars  Condemned  0 

Number  of  Linear  Measures  Sealed  44 

Number  of  Lienar  Measures  Condemned  1 

Oil  and  Molasses  Pumps  Sealed                    .  41 

Oil  and  Molasses  Pumps  Condemned  9 

Total  Adjusted  21 

Total  Sealed  2317 

Total  Condemned  50 

Certificates  Issued  in  the  Office  and  Outside  268 
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Inspection  of  Stores  67 

Inspection  of  Hawkers  and  Peddlers  60 

Inspection  of  Peddlers'  Licenses  39 

Inspection  of  Milk  Wagons  16 

Inspection  of  Coal  Certificates  27 

Inspection  of  Junk  Dealers  9 

Inspection  of  Ice  Wagons  37 

Marking  of  Food  Packages  248 


During  the  year  many  inspections  were  made  at  dif- 
ferent times  of  which  no  record  was  kept.  The  scales  of 
hawkers,  peddlers,  coal  dealers,  ice  dealers  and  those  in 
markets,  grocey  stores  etc.,  were  inspected  to  insure 
against  carelessness  and  fraud. 

Within  the  last  few  years  many  outside  hawkers  and 
peddlers  have  been  eliminated  from  this  town,  to  the  ben- 
efit of  our  merchants,  who  pay  rent  and  taxes  and  give 
employment;  it  is  no  more  than  right  that  they  should 
be  protected. 

The  department  has  received  few  complaints  of  short 
weight  this  year,  although  many  violations  of  the  law 
were  noted  and  quickly  adjusted.  All  of  the  violations 
except  one,  where  a  fine  was  paid,  were  slight,  and  it  was 
not  deemed  advisable  to  bring  them  to  the  attention  of 
the  court. 

More  incorrect  scales  have  been  seized  and  condemned 
during  the  past  year,  and  are  held  at  the  Sealer's  office. 

The  duties  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  are 
becoming  more  important  and  harder  each  year,  as  the 
Government  and  State  inspectors  require  more  work 
and  time  put  in  the  position  to  stop  fraud  and  deceit  and 
give  a  greater  protection  to  the  purchasing  public. 

The  inventory  of  the  Sealer's  Department,  taken 
December  31,  has  given  the  amount  of  $349.60. 
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Th ;  fees  collected  during  the  year  and  paid  to  the 
Town  Treasurer  amount  to  $170.20. 

Respectfully  submitted 

FELIX  GATINEAU,  Sealer 


Report  of  Highway  Surveyor 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of 
the  Town  of  Southbridge: — 

I  most  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
annual  report  of  the  Highway  Department,  reviewing  the 
principal  work  performed  during  the  year  1919.  This  de- 
partment has  charge  of  the  maintenance  of  the  streets, 
general  repairs  of  roads,  sidewalks,  bridges  and  drains. 
I  am  moved  to  express  to  my  fellow  citizens,  my  hearty 
appreciation  of  the  confidence  the/  have  conferred  upon 
me.  In  spite  of  the  responsibilities  assumed  by  the  posi- 
tion, due  to  hardships  encountered  at  all  times  in  minis- 
tering to  the  needs  of  a  community,  when  you  have  to 
consider  the  needs  individually  to  meet  with  the  needs  of 
the  whole  body,  I  may  well  say  that  I  have  striven  by 
diligent  efforts  to  merit  confidence.  But  very  few  repairs 
were  done  during  the  past  year,  as  we  were  lacking  the 
two  principal  factors :  funds  and  help.  If  you  go  on  a  va- 
cation, you  cannot  expect  to  enjoy  luxuries  without  pay- 
ing the  price  asked  for,  and  the  same  principles  apply  to 
the  maintenance  of  roads  and  streets.  We  must  then  ask 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  be  as  liberal  as  possible  in 
making  the  appropriations  so  that  we  may  meet  with 
sufficient  income  to  administer  to  the  needs  of  the  depart- 
ment, having  thus  due  regard  towards  the  welfare  of  our 
taxpayers. 

Here  follows  the  subdivisions  of  labor  entrusted  to 
my  care: — 


Classification 

App. 

Exp. 

Bal. 

Highways 

$10000.00 

9999.79 

.21 

Sidewalk  Repairs 

2000.00 

1999.83 

.17 

Main  and  Hamilton  sts. 

1600.00 

1599.88 

.12 
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9900  00 

9900  00 

lOfXiiiLfXi  y  v/'icdiiiiig 

1  ^PSO  00 

XOrtV  ,\JtJ 

i_>i  iLlg CO 

900  00 

.uu 

200  00 

199.42 

Permanent  Roads 

2500.00 

2498.79 

1.21 

Oiling  Streets 

2500.00 

2324.42 

175.58 

Pleasant  Street  Grading 

145.70 

145.70 

Salary 

1500.00 

1500.00 

Clerk  Hire 

300.00 

300.00 

Totals 

$24495.70  24316.82 

178.88 

Now  the  Highways,  comprising  general  street  and 


road  repairs  were  divided  as  follows 

I — 

Scraping  Country  Roads 

$1200.00 

Snow  and  Ice 

197.00 

Washouts 

2338.39 

Gravel  Walks 

87.00 

Catchbasins,  North  Street 

23.50 

Mechanic  St.  filling  (tar  rolled) 

3117.10 

Eastford  Rds.,  ashes  and  stone 

720.97 

North  Woodstock  Road 

202.00 

Pleasant  Street 

159.97 

Mill  Street  Filling 

419.46 

Rose  and  Green  Streets 

164.12 

Proulx  Street 

35.00 

Westville,  ashes 

59.00 

Sandersdale  Road 

33.00 

Geer's  Road 

34.50 

Cliff  Street 

101.00 

Cohasse  and  Beach  Streets 

24.30 

Elm  Street 

12.00 

Foster  Street 

12.25 

Lebanon  Road 

24.75 

Hartwell  Street 

20.75 

Morse  Road 

30.00 

Dresser  Street 

58.45 
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Charlton  Street 
Crossings 

Cleaning  Brook,  Worcester  Street 
Repairs  to  Steam  Roller 
Supplies,  incidentals 


201.56 
42.19 
122.75 
316.75 
254.03 


Total  Highways 


$9999.79 


Mechanic  Street  was  in  such  poor  condition  that  it 
had  to  be  given  special  arid  immediate  attention,  and  with 
some  repairs  done  on  Eastford  Road,  was  practically  the 
only  road  suitably  repaired.  On  other  sections  the  money 
was  sparingly  used  so  as  to  avoid  accidents  and  keep 
roads  in  condition  for  general  traffic. 

65  Permits  to  open  streets  were  issued. 

Sidewalk  repairs  were  done  on  Canal  St.,  Pleasant, 
River,  Charlton  and  crossings.  The  amount  of  labor  done 
sums  up  as  follows,  on  an  appropriation  of  $2000.00: — 
212  feet  setting  curb;  31  feet  cement  curb;  100  feet  set- 
ting gutter ;  698  square  yards  concrete. 

All  appropriations  were  used  and  but  very  small  bal- 
ances appear,  showing  that  pretty  close  figures  had  been 
given  by  the  committee  last  year.  Now  a  Committee  of 
Finance  has  been  appointed  to  investigate  and  provide 
for  the  maintenance  and  improvements  for  the  present 
year.  There  are  already  many  demands  before  them  that 
really  are  necessities: — such  as  higher  wages  for  men 
and  teams,  new  sidewalks,  sidewalks  to  be  repaired,  new 
bridges  to  be  built,  stretches  of  permanent  roads,  etc.  It 
is  to  the  people  to  present  their  demands  to  the  committee 
After  their  consideration  and  estimation,  amounts  will  be 
submitted  to  your  vote.  The  voice  of  the  people  becomes  a 
law,  so  the  town  will  improve  its  roads  and  streets  accord- 
ing to  the  wishes  of  its  voters. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Selectmen,  the 
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Officers  of  the  other  boards,  the  property  owners,  the 
%^oters,  for  their  cooperation  in  this  work. 

Respectfully  yours, 
AIMEE  LANGEVIN,  Highway  Surveyor 


FOREST  FIRES 

Appropriation  $50'0.00    Expended  $435.80    Balance  64.20 
There  were  23  Forest  Fires  during  1919  and  all  small 

fires.  Eleven  permits  to  burn  brush  were  given.  Constant 

sare  and  attention  is  solicited  from  all  as  to  preserving 

the  town  from  destructive  forest  fires.  Pay  strict  atten- 

tian  of  the  rules  of  the  permits. 

To  the  Fire  Wardens  who  have  assisted  me  in  my 

work  during  the  past  year  I  extend  my  sincere  thanks. 

Deputies  For  1919:— 

Dennie  Langevin,  Louis  Pontbriand,  Geo.  H.  Clem- 

ence,,  W.  H.  Wadleigh,  John  Keenan,  Ad.  Bouchard,  Jos. 

Pay  ant,  Eu;obe  Laliberte,  Jules  Livernois,  Wilfrid  Char- 

ron, 

AIMEE  LANGEVIN,  Chief  Fire  Warden 


BROWN  TAIL  MOTHS 
Appropriation  $100.00     Expended  $98.77    Balance  $1.23 
Moth  thinning  work  was  carried  on.  But  very  few 
iiests  were  found  and  it  w^as  decided  to  discontinue  such 
work  for  the  coming  year. 

AIMEE  LANGEVIN, 
Local  Moth  Superintendent 


Report  of  Playground  Committee 


Mr.  F.  A.  Wald,  Secretary  of  the  Playground  Committee: 

The  following  is  the  eighth  annual  report  of  super- 
vised play. 

Opening  and  Attendance: — 

The  playgrounds  at  Central,  School,  Union,  River, 
Elm  Streets  and  Sandersdale  opend  for  the  summer  sea- 
son of  six  weeks,  Monday,  July  7,  with  an  attendance  of 
1050  children. 

Division  of  Time:  — 

As  in  previous  years  the  afternoon  session  of  four 
hours  was  divided  into  industrial  and  play  periods. 

Industrial  Periods : — 

During  the  industrial  periods  of  one  hour  each  ses- 
sion for  senior  children,  and  one-half  hour  for  junior 
children,  the  following  arts  and  crafts  were  taught  in 
the  girls'  department:  Embroidery,  crocheting,  tatting, 
knitting,  seeing,  basketry,  weaving,  painting  and  chair 
caning.  The  boys  were  instructed  in  wood  workng,  bas- 
ketry, chair  caning,  and  weaving.  The  result  was  825  fin- 
ished articles.. 
Play  Periods: — 

The  play  periods  were  divided  into  periods  for  active 
games,  singing  games,  folk  dances,  athletics,  team  games 
track  events  and  apparatus  work,  which  gave  every  child 
an  opportunity  to  develop  physically.  A  lively  interest 
was  manifested  in  all  games  and  sports.  Junior  and  Sen- 
ior baseball  nines  were  formed  and  hotly  contested  games 
were  played  between  the  home  grounds.  The  games 
played  with  the  Webster  playground  team  resulted  in  a 
tie.  Basket  ball  and  Volley  ball  were  popular.  On  extreme- 
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ly  warm  afternoons  books,  stories  and  quiet  games  were 
the  attraction. 

Swimming : — 

Swimming  classes  were  conducted  off  the  shores  of 
Big  Pond  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  mornings  and  the  chil- 
dren attending  these  classes  made  creditable  progress. 
Every  precaution  was  taken  to  safeguard  the  children. 

New  Features: — 

Under  the  patronage  of  the  Southbridge  Woman's 
Club,  classes  were  formed  in  the  Girls'  Health  League. 
The  course  consisted  of  a  series  of  lectures  in  home  helps 
and  conservation  of  health.  The  lectures  in  the  course 
were  given  by  Mrs.  Chas.  Simpson,  R.  N.,  and  her  pupils 
evinced  much  interest  in  the  class  work.  It  is  hoped 
classes  of  a  similar  nature  may  be  conducted  during  the 
season  of  1920. 

Community  singing  on  all  the  grounds  was  another 
interesting  feature.  The  children  seemed  to  find  self-ex- 
pression in  song,  while  busy  working,  playing,  swinging, 
they  sang,  and  the  favorite  songs  were  the  war  songs. 
The  singing  spirit  was  fostered  by  the  play  leaders.  As  a 
result  on  Welcome  Home  day  500  of  these  enthusiastic 
singers  formed  the  chorus  on  the  grandstand.  Main  st., 
and  led  by  the  Brightside  Band  of  Holyoke,  directed  by 
Miss  Elizabeth  Earls,  assisted  by  the  playground  in- 
structors, the  playground  children  welcomed  ''Our  He- 
roes" with  songs  and  cheers.  At  the  close  of  these  exer- 
cises the  children  were  given  a  candy  treat  by  the  Knights 
of  Columbus. 

The  gift  of  money  by  a  friend  of  the  children  made 
it  possible  to  hire  a  phonograph  for  the  Central  Street 
playground  this  season,  otherwise  there  would  have  been 
no  music. 
The  Future:— 

Recreational  departments  are  facing  broader  recre- 
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ational  needs  and  possibilities.  Plans  must  be  made  ac- 
cordingly, if  we  would  retain  the  position  and  reputation 
already  gained. 

A  public  tennis  court,  centrally  located  is  an  imper- 
ative necessity  for  young  people  just  above  playground 
age.  A  plan  for  use  of  playgrounds  after  work  hours  would 
result  in  gain  to  the  community.  There  is  need  of  new 
apparatus,  the  old  should  be  carefully  tested  and  repaired. 

Indications  are  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  retain 
the  best  pre:;ared  instructors  at  the  present  salaries. 

The  success  of  the  work  depends  on  the  type  of  in- 
structors. It  is  impossible  to  engage  instructors  to  replace 
those  who  have  resigned,  at  the  salary  offered  now. 

The  play  leaders  who  have  grown  up  with  the  work 
and  who  have  made  it  a  success  must  be  induced  to 
remain  in  the  service  if  we  are  to  meet  the  new  ideals 
successfully. 

Respectfully  submitted 

MARGARET  G.  BUTLER 


Report  of  Town  Clerk 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1919 


Number  of  Marriages  181 

Number  of  Deaths  157 

Number  of  Births  387 
Number  of  Dogs  Licensed  in  1918 : 

Males  321 

Females  45 

Breeders  1 


Respectfully  submitted 

W.  W.  BUCKLEY, 

Town  Clerk 


Report  of  Librarian 


TRUSTEES  OF  JACOB  EDWARDS  LIBRARY 


George  Grant 
Fred  E.  Corbin 
Louis  O.  Rieutord 
Henry  Tetrault 
For  the  Town 


Mabel  W.  Phmpton 


LIBRARIAN 
Ella  E.  Miersch 
ASSISTANTS 


John  M.  Cochran 
Francis  L.  Chapin 
John  E.  Paige 

For  the  Fund 


Katherine  Wheeler 


JANITOR 
Romnaldo  di  Bonaventura 
LIBRARY  HOURS 
Week  days,  except  January  1,  Memorial  Day,  Fourth  of 
July,  Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christmas: — 
10  to  12  a.  m.,  2  to  5.30 ;  6.30  to  9  p.  m. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

A  book  publisher,  recently  returned  from  England, 
reports  that  in  England  everyone  is  reading.  Here  too 
everyone  is  reading  and  along  all  lines.  A  year  ago  people 
only  read  novels  or  books  on  the  war.  Now  people  are  once  • 
more  reading  books  of  literature,  travel  and  biography. 
During  the  past  year  54,759  volumes  were  circulated 
from  the  Library,  an  increase  of  over  9,000  volumes  (or 
twenty  per  cent)  over  the  books  circulated  from  the  Li- 
brary during  1918.  Fifty  per  cent  of  these  books  were 
fiction,  twenty-five  per  cent  non-fiction,  twenty-two  per 
cent  children's  books 'and  three  percent  current  periodicals. 

As  a  result  of  the  Americanization  classes  conducted 
by  Southbridge  factories,  we  have  had  many  demands  for 
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easy  books  for  learning  English  and  about  America.  We 
have  bought  new  books  along  these  lines  and  duplicated 
books  which  we  owned.  We  printed  lists  of  ''Books  about 
America"  and  distributed  these  to  the  ''Americanization 
classes".  Our  foreign  books — Polish,  Greek  and  Italian^ — 
have  been  in  good  demand  and  we  have  had  numerous  re- 
quests for  books  in  Portuguese  and  Albanian. 

Five  hundred  and  forty  volumes  have  been  added  to 
-  the  Library  which  now  contains  23,682  volumes.  "Ma- 
chinery's Encyclopedia,"  in  seven  volumes,  is  one  of  our 
most  valuable  additions.  We  have  bought  goodly  numbers 
of  books  of  applied  science  to  help  men  with  their  daily 
work  on  mechanics,  plumbing,  textiles,  optics,  automobile, 
accounting,  telegraphy,  sheet  metal  work;  thru  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  and  the  factories  we  have  distributed  bookmarks 
and  leaflets  advertising  books  on  trades  and  professions. 
A  bulletin  containing  a  list  of  thi  books  purchased  can  be 
obtained  free  at  the  Library. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Daniels  the  Library 
was  presented  with  the  Civil  War  equipment  of  Mr. 
Franklin  Jacobs  ;  a  number  of  Civil  war  medals  and 
badges  were  left  to  the  Library  in  the  will  of  Mr.  C.  L. 
Newhall.  Books  have  been  presented  by  a  number  of  our 
townspeople  and  several  old  pictures  of  Southbridge  of 
the  past.  We  would  again  impress  upon  the  people  of 
Southbridge  that  the  Library,  fireproof  as  it  is,  and  with 
a  room  reserved  for  a  local  history  collection,  is  the  proper 
place  in  which  to  deposit  any  manuscript,  newspaper, 
picture,  furniture,  poster  or  notice  that  is  connected  in 
any  way  with  the  history  of  the  town. 

The  Trustees  and  Librarian  will  welcome  any  sug- 
gestion that  will  in  any  way  increase  the  usefulness  of 
the  Library. 

ELLA  E.  MIERSCH 
i  Librarian 
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ACCESSIONS 
Bound  volumes  in  Library  Jan.  1,  1919 

Added  by  purchase  455 
Added  by  gifts  40 
Added  by  binding  periodicals  45 


Wornout  books 
Replaced 


Bound  volumes  in  Library  January  1,  1920 

NEW  REGISTRATION 

Names  registered,  Oct.  24,  1919  to  Jan.  1,  1920 

CIRCULATION 
Days  Library  was  Open 
Volumes  Circulated 
Average  Daily  Use 
Smallest  Daily  Use  June  3 
Largest  Daily  Use 
Smallest  Monthly  Use,  June 
Largest  Monthly  Use,  March 
Amount  Received  from  Fines 


154 
102 


23,194 


540 


23,734 


52 


23,682 
1449 

307 

54,759 
178 
92 
369 
3,686 
5,447 
$288.73 
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GIFTS 

Vols. 

Bankers'  Trust  Company  1 

E.  S.  and  E.  M.  Balch  1 

Gilbert  Cheney  1 

Eeuben  H.  Donnelly  Corporation  1 

Felix  Gatineau  1 

-  .Manufacturers  Aircraft  Association  1 

l^iational  War  Garden  Commission  '  1 

J.  C.  Wells  19 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Receipts : 

Town  Appropriation  $5500.00 
Expenditures : 

Salaries  $3124.55 

Light  192.94 

Coal  503.50 

Books  760.41 

Binding  138.95 

Equipment  11.25 

Repairs  55.04 

Supplies  '  102.12 

Printing  70.00 

Expenses  119.97 

Newspapers  and  periodicals  421.15 

  5499.88 

$  .12 

MYNOTT  FUND 
Amount  of  fund  January  1,  1919         ,  $1043.80 
Interest  47.48 


$1091.28 


Ill 


Expenditures : 

Periodicals  $4.50 
Books  86.34 

  $90.84 


Amount  of  fund  December  31,  1919 


$1000.44 


Report  of  Board  of  Health 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen: — 

The  Board  of  Health,  W.  S.  Conway,  M.  D.,  J.  E. 
Donais,  M.  D.,  and  Philias  S.  Caron,  organized  with  Dr. 
W.  S.  Conway,  Chairman,  and  Philias  Caron,  Secretary; 
monthly  meetings  were  held  during  the  year. 


Contagious  Diseases: — 

Chicken  Pox  5 

Diphtheria  8 

German  Measules  1 

Ifluenza  50 

Lobar  Pneumonia  5 

Measles  21 

Mumps  8 

Scarlet  Fever  4 

Septic  Sore  Throat  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  15 

All  other  form  Tuberculosis  1 

Typhoid  Fever  12 

Whooping  Cough  8 

Syphillis  1 


This  table  shows  about  the  usual  number  of  regular 
contagious  diseases  reported  in  the  last  few  years. 
Public  Health  Nurse: — 

The  Board  adding  this  year  to  its  work  force  a  full 
time  nurse,  after  looking  over  the  field  they  engaged  Miss 
Stella  R.  Hazelton,  R.  N.,  for  that  work,  her  report  will 
follow  and  show  the  work  she  has  been  doing.  Although 
this  has  not  reached  the  point  of  co-operation  that  this 
board  hoped  at  the  beginning,  yet  every  month  shows 
her  work  growing,-  and  in  another  year  we  expect  to  see 
her  a  very  busy  agent  of  this  board. 
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Ambulance : — 

At  the  annual  meeting  the  town  voted  to  put  the 
ambulance,  given  the  town  by  the  Southbridge  Disrict 
Nursing  Association,  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of 
Health. 

The  Board  arranged  with  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment to  keep  the  machine  in  repair,  also  to  furnish 
men  to  drive  the  car.  Before  the  machine  was  turned  over 
to  the  fire  department  it  was  taken  to  Boston  to  the  mak- 
ers of  the  ambulance  and  given  a  thorough  overhauling. 
New  tires  were  bought  for  the  rear  wheels,  supplies  were 
bought,  a:id  now  the  ambulance  is  in  good  repair  with  the 
exception  that  it  needs  painting. 

The  Board  made  the  charges  the  same  as  under  the 
Nurse  Association,  and  the  service  given  by  the  Fire 
Department  has  been  of  high  order  for  which  the  Board 
of  Health  v/ish  at  this  time  to  thank  them  in  the  name 
of  the  town. 

Deaths: — 

Followli.:?  is  a  list  of  deaths  for  the  year: 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  15 

Diseases  of  the  Brain              '  16 

Cancer  10 

Pneumonia  12 

Tuberculosis  6^ 

Nephritis  4 

Diabetes  3 

Cholera  Infantum  4 

Accidental  9 

Suicide  1 

Premature  Births  6 


All  Other  Diseases 
Influenza 


Still-born 
ni  Defined 


12 
7 

24 
2 
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Bronchitis  3 
Total— Males,  72;  Females,  61;  Unknown,  1—134 


7 

15 
9 
13 
13 
12 


The  contract  for  the  collection  of  garbage  and  rub- 
bish expires  May  let,  1920,  and  a  new  contract  will  have 
to  be  entered  into  or  some  other  means  to  do  the  work. 
Respectfully  Submitted 

J.  E.  DONAIS,  M.  D. 
PHILIAS  S.  CARON, 

Board  of  Health 


Deaths  by  Months: 

— 

January 

11 

July 

February 

9 

August 

March 

18 

September 

April 

7 

October 

May 

13 

November 

June 

7 

December 

Total- 

-134 

AGENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Health: — 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending 


December  31,  1919: 

Houses  Plarcarded  for  Contagious  Diseases  12 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Contagious  Diseases  12 

Houses  Disinfected  after  other  Diseases  2 

Garbage  Nuisances  Investigated  72 

Rubbish  Nuisances  Investigated  43 

Dump  Nuisances  Investigated  6 

Yard  Nuisances  Investigated  10 

Hen  Nuisances  Investigated  6 

Swine  Nuisances  Investigated  19 

Cesspool  Nuisances  Investigated  1 

Privy  Nuisances  Investigated  1 

Dead  Animal  Nuisances  Investigated  3 

Plumbing  Nuisances  Investigated  4 
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Cellar  Nuisances  Investigated 
Stores  Nuisances  Investigated 
Well  Nuisances  Investigated 


8 
1 
1 


These  complaints  have  been  looked  into  and  where 
they  were  found  a  nuisance  and  dangerous  to  the  public 
health,  have  been  ordered  abated,  and  all  have  been  so 
abated,  although  some  have  had  to  be  subjected  to  orders 
of  the  court. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  and  the  public  for  their 
part  in  a  work  for  the  betterment  of  the  public  health. 


To  the  Board  of  Health:— 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Plumbing  Inspector  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1919. 

During  the  year  I  have  issued  57  permits  to  do 
plumbing  work.  They  are  classified  as  follows : 


Respectfully  submitted 


ALBERT  R.  BROWN, 
Agent  of  the  Board  of  Health 


PLUMBING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


New 


Old 
14 
3 
0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
1 
0 

1 
1 

15 


Total 


Residences 

Two  Tenement  Houses 

Three  Tenement  Houses 

Four  Tenement  Houses 

Office  Buildings 

Factories 

Laundries 

Stories 

Bakeries 

Schools 

Railroad  Stations 
Additional  Fixtures 


0 
0 
10 

1 

0 
3 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 


14 
3 

10 
1 
4 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

15 
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These  buildings  contain  the  following  fixtures: — 
Water  Closets  93    Wash  Trays  42 

Sinks  80    Urinals  1 

Baths  58    Soda  Fountains  1 

Bowls  74 

On  this  work  I  have  made  the  following  inspections : 
Water  Tests  49    Final  Tests  49 

Other  Inspections  4 

Following  is  the  number  of  houses  connected  with 
the  public  sewer  or  cesspools  during  the  year: 

New  Old  Total 

With  Sewer  .  9  16  25 

With  Cesspools  7  0  7 

Respectfully  submitted 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN, 
Inspector  of  Plumbing 


MILK  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

To  the  Board  of  Health:— 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1919. 

I  have  issued  thirty-two  (32)  milk  licenses  and  seven 
(7)  oleomargarine  licenses  for  which  I  have  turned  over 
to  the  Town  Treasurer  the  sum  of  $21.00. 

I  have  had  but  a  few  minor  complaints  about  the 
milk  and  some  of  these  have  been  caused  by  neglect  of 
the  users,  the  others  to  the  pedler  and  only  a  few  to  the 
farmer. 

I  have  visited  places  where  milk  is  handled  in  town 
and  on  the  farms  and  changes  are  being  made  slowly  for 
the  better  handling  of  milk. 

In  the  summer  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  took 
nine  samples  of  milk  from  peddlers  on  the  street  for  the 
Allied  Dairy  Interests.  I  have  just  received  the  results 
from  that  division  and  while  the  report  shows  that  all 
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samples  were  above  the  legal  mark  for  butter  fat,  the 
report  on  dirty  milk  was  bad.  The  average  score  was 
59.344  which  is  not  as  good  as  it  ought  to  be  for  nearby- 
farm  delivery. 

I  believe  the  time  has  arrived  where  the  law  should 
be  enforced  somewhat  more  rigidly  and  less  persuasion 
of  words  used. 

One  of  the  means  to  keep  the  bacteria  count  low  i& 
by  means  of  pasteurized  milk  by  the  dealers.  This  de- 
stroys the  germs  of  contagious  diseases  and  the  milk  does 
not  sour  as  quickly,  another  is  by  keeping  dirt  out  of  the 
milk  and  storing  in  a  cold  place  until  delivered,  then  the 
housekeeper  must  do  her  part  if  she  wishes  sweet  milk. 

Hoping  that  the  milk  in  1920  will  be  cleaner,  which 
means  better  food  and  better  health,  I  wish  to  thank  the 
Board  and  the  public  in  this  work. 

Respectfully  submitted 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN, 

Inspector  ofMilk 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  NURSE 

To  the  Southbridge  Board  of  Health: — 

As  the  Board  of  Healtht  Nurse  I  have  made  793  visits 
since  June  1919  to  December  1919.  Postnatal  visits  439; 
prenatal  50;  typhoid  visits  44;  scarlet  fever  2;  tubercu- 
lar visits  151 ;  visits  on  tubercular  contacts  76 ;  school 
visits  31.  Two  patients  have  been  accompanied  to  State 
sanitoriums. 

The  Board  of  Health  Nurse  may  be  found  in  the  of- 
fice at  the  Town  Hall  from  3  p.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  where  moth- 
ers may  come  to  weigh  their  babies,  to  find  if  they  are 
under  weight.  All  children  that  are  found  under  weight 
and  under-nourished  are  instructed  about  feeding  and 
given  proper  advice. 
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Monday  of  each  week  I  have  been  in  the  Tubercular 
dispensary  at  the  Town  Hall  from  5  p.  m.  to  7  p.  m.  16 
patients  have  made  24  visits  to  the  dispensary.  These 
have  been  examined  by  a  physician  and  when  found  to 
be  tubercular  have  been  given  advice,  and  home  visits 
made  to  these  patients.  Number  of  patients  examined  16. 
Of  the  number  4  were  found  positive,  7  negative,  and  5 
suspicious. 

All  persons  who  have  been  exposed  to  tuberculosis, 
or  have  recurring  attacks  of  cough  following  colds,  should 
come  to  the  clinic  for  free  medical  examination  and  ad- 
vice, or  go  to  their  own  physician. 

Respectfully  submitted 

STELLA  R.  HAZELTON,  R.  N., 

Board  of  Health  Nurse 


Report  of  Selectmen 


To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge: — 

Your  Beard  of  Selectmen  submit  for  your  approval 
their  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1919. 

The  Board  organized  as  follows:  Wilfrid  J.  Lamour- 
eux,  Chairman ;  Daniel  T.  Morrill,  Clerk ;  they  held  weekly 
meetings  on  Mondays  at  7.30  o'clock  p.  m. 
Army  Supplies: — 

Through  the  efforts  of  citizens  and  the  Board  of  Se- 
lectmen, army  supplies  were  bought  and  sold  to  the  pub- 
lic. The  Selectmen  met  and  chose  George  Grant  as  chair- 
man of  committee  for  this  work,  he  calling  the  committee 
together  and  assigning  them  their  part  in  the  distribution 

The  chairman  reports  that  all  worked  in  harmony 
and  although  not  enough  food  could  be  secured,  the  pub- 
lic was  benefitted  to  a  certain  extent  by  their  efforts. 
Welcome  Home  Commitee: — 

The  committee  appointed  to  welcome  home  the  Sol- 
diers and  Sailors  of  the  World  War  provided  a  suitable 
programe  for  the  occasion,  v/hich  was  held  on  Labor  Day. 
September  4,  1919.  This  w^as  a  gala  day  for  the  town  and 
its  returned  boys  with  all  the  people  of  the  town  taking 
part  in  the  celebration  and  many  from  out  of  town  were 
here  to  see  and  hear  the  good  things  provided.  This  com- 
mittee made  a  report  to  the  town  at  a  special  town  meet- 
ing and  were  well  within  their  appropriation  of  $8000.00 
raised  by  the  town. 
Diiidley  River  Road: — 

Te  Dudley  River  Road  from  the  Lensdale  plant  of  the 
A  0  Co.,  to  the  town  line  of  Dudley  has  been  finished,  the 
last  one  and  one-quarter  miles  being  of  cement,  thereby 
constructing  an  up-to-date  permanent  road.     This  was 
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built  by  money  from  the  Town,  County  and  State.  The 
Selectmen  believe  that  now  that  the  main  streets  into 
tow^n  have  been  repaired,  more  attention  should  in  the 
future  be  given  to  the  streets  branching  from  Main  St. 
Court  Room: — 

The  County  Commissioners  agproached  the  Select- 
men in  reference  to  renting  rooms  in  the  fire  headquar- 
ters on  Elm  Street  for  a  district  court.  After  consulting 
with  the  Engineers,  alterations  were  made,  money  being 
appropriated  at  a  special  meeting  and  the  rooms  rented 
to  the  County  for  $50.00  a  month. 

Town  Hall:— - 

Repairs  have  been  made  on  the  town  hall  building  as 
follows.  For  many  years  complaints  have  been  made 
about  the  condition  of  the  main  hall  for  dancing.  The 
Board  had  this  floor  surfaced  by  a  sanding  machine,  new 
boards  put  in  where  needed,  and  the  floor  re-finished, 
making  it  a  good  floor  for  dancing;  the  brick  and  stone 
work  on  the  outside  of  the  building  has  been  pointed  up 
by  a  mason;  the  sidewalk  repaired  around  the  building, 
one  room  painted  and  other  minor  repairs  made  to  the 
building. 

The  Selectmen  seeing  that  these  repairs  were  going 
to  be  large  have  rented  the  hall  more  freely  than  in  pre- 
vious years,  and  for  the  first  time,  basket  ball  is  being 
played  in  the  town  hall. 

West  Street  Ee-location: — 

The  Selectmen  held  a  hearing  and  re-located  the 
bounds  of  West  Street  from  Main  street  to  South  Street, 
and  have  caused  an  article  to  be  inserted  in  the  annual 
warrant  for  your  approval. 

WILFRID  J.  LAMOUREUX, 
DANIEL  T.  MORRILL, 
FRANK  A.  SANSOUCY 

Selectmen  of  Southbridge 


Recommendations  for  1920 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Moderator    $    50.00     Law    600.00 

Selectmen    2,000.00     Town  Clerk    1,200.00 

Accountant    1,400.00  Election  and  Registra- 

Treasurer    1,400.00        tion    2,000.00 

Tax  Collector    1,850.00     Town  Hall   2,800.00 

Assessors    4,000.00 

PROTECTION  TO  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Police  Department   . .   21,127.00  Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Fire  Department    16,709.25        Measures    900.00 

Tree  Warden    500.00     Forest  Fires    500.00 

Moth  Extermination   100.00 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Garbage  and  Rubbish  ..2,000.00  Sanitary  Cleaning  . . .' .  1,350.00 

Board  of  Health               7,000.00  Main  and  Hamilton 

Sewer  Maintenance   3,000.00       Street  Cleaning    1,600.00 

General  Cleaning    2,200.00 

HIGHWAY 

Highway    11,800.00     Street  Lights    14,000.00 

Bridges    550.00    Maintenance  of  Perma- 

Sidewalk  Repairs    3,500.00        nent  Roads    5,000.00 

Railings    400.00     Street  Oiling    2,500.00 

CHARITIES  AND  SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 

Outside  Relief  of  Poor  9,000.00    Military  Aid    400.00 

Almshouse    6,000.00   Soldiers'  Relief    1,600.00 

Mothers'  Aid    5,000.00    Soldiers'   Burials    100.00 

EDUCATION 

Schools    88,000.00  Jacob  Edwards  Public 

Library    6,000.00 

RECREATION 

Playgrounds  and  Bath- 
ing  Pool    3,000.00 

CELEBRATION 

Public  Band  Concerts  .  .  250.00 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
Damage  to  Persons  Care  of  Town  Clock    ....  50.00 

and  Personal  Prop-  Annual  Reports   

erty    500^.00  Water,  Hydrants'  ser- 

Insurance   .f. . .    2,500.00     vice  and  Ice  Supply.  7,000.00 

Memorial  Day  and  Cemetery  Improvement  1700.00 

Care  of  Graves    450.00  Interest    12,425.00 

Searching  Parties    100.00  Maturing  Debt    ■21,300.00 


Report  of  Tax  Collector 


1919  TAXES 

Assessors'  Warrant  $243,654.39 
Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1919  $214,631.29 
Abatement  to  December  31,  1919  199.63 

 $214,830.92 

Balance  Outstanding  January  1,  1920  $27,814.47 
Excise  Tax : 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919  $1,655.25 

Total  Excise  Tax  collected  to  Dec.  1,  1919  $1,655.25 

1918  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1919  $31,436.02 
Collected  to  December  31,  1919  25,199.21 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1920  $6,236.81 

1917  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1919  $7,229.89 
Collected  to  December  31,  1919  6,645.20 

Balance  Outstanding  January  1,  1920  \  $784.69 

1916  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1919  $236.75 

Collected  to  December  31,  1919  86.88 

Abatements  134.00 


  $220.88 

Balance  outstanding  January  1,  1920  $15.87 

1915  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1919  $21.52 
Collected  to  December  31,  1919  21.52 

STREET  OILING  ASSESSMENT 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1919  $491.61 
Collected  to  December  31,  1919  45.50 

Balance  outstanding  January  1,  1920  $446.11 
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SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS 
Balance  Uncollected  January  1,  1919  $398.00 
Balance  Outstanding  January  1,  1920  $398.00 

Respecfully  yours 

E.  E.  GABREE,  Collector 


Town  Warrant 

MARCH  1,  1920 


Worcester,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  South- 
bridge,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  GREETING : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
you  are  hereby  requested  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Southbridge,  aforesaid,  qualified  to  vote  in  town 
affairs  to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Southbridge,  on 
Monday,  the  first  day  of  March,  1920,  at  5.45  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  to  act  on  the  following  articles : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  over 
said  meeting.  • 

Article  2.  To  choose  by  ballot  all  necessary  town 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year ;  viz : — 

Clerk,  Treasurer,  three  Selectmen,  one  Overseer  of 
the  Poor  for  three  years,  one  overseer  of  the  Poor  for 
two  years,  one  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  one  year.  Col- 
lector of  Taxes,  one  Assessor  for  three  years,  one  Assess- 
or for  two  years  (to  fill  vacancy),  one  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health  for  three  years,  two  members  of  the 
School  Committee  for  three  years,  one  member  of  the 
School  Committee  for  two  years  (to  fill  vacancy),  one 
Park  Commissioner  for  three  years,  one  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioner  for  three  years,  one  Sewer  Commissioner 
for  three  years,  two  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  three 
years.  Tree  Warden,  Highway  Surveyor,  three  Constables 
and  all  others  provided  for  by  law. 

Article  3.  To  vote  by  ballot  ^'Yes"  or  "No"  in  an- 
swer to  the  following  question :  ''Shall  licenses  be  granted 
for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?" 
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Article  4.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  Town  Account- 
ant, Treasurer,  Clerk,  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Li- 
brary Committee,  etc.,  and  to  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  5.  To  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  town  debts  and  charges 
for  the  current  financial  year  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to 
borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  cur- 
rent financial  year,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  cause  an  audit  to  be  made  of  the  town's 
accounts  for  1920,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  the 
Enginemen,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  give  the 
Collector  of  Taxes  the  same  power  to  collect  taxes  that 
the  Town  Treasurer  has  when  appointed  Collector  of 
Taxes,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  all 
taxes  due  and  payable  October  1,  1920,  and  if  not  paid 
on  or  before  October  15,  1920,,  to  have  interest  charged 
at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum  from  October  1,  1920" 
or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the 
compensation  of  town  ofl^cers,  laborers  and  teams,  or  act 
anything  thereon. 

.  .  Article  12.  To  see  if  the  tow^n  will  vote  to  macad- 
amize the  North  Woodstock  Road  to  the  Connecticut  line, 
raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything 
thereon. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  a 
macadam  road  on  West  Street,  from  the  end  of  the  pres- 
ent macadam  in  front  of  the  Engine  House  to  a  point  at 
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the  angle  of  the  road  by  Edmond  Richards'  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill;  raise  arxd  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act 
thereon. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  osnfstruct; 
a  cement  sidewalk  on  the  southerly  side  of  W'est  Street 
from  the  corner  of  Lovely  Street  to  the  corner  of  Collier 
Street,  said  walk  to  be  five  feet  (5  ft.)  wide,  raise  and  ap- 
propriate money  therefor  or  act  thereon. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  an& 
appropriate  for  special  repairs  on  thee  road  from  the 
''Bacon  District  School  House"  past  the  residence  of  Her- 
bert Haskell,  the  sum  of  $150,  or  act  thereon. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  & 
Dental  Clinic,  in  the  town  hall  building  or  other  building, 
for  the  treatment  and  examination  of  school  children's 
teeth,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  thereon 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  pur 
chase  the  land  lying  between  the  Northerly  line  of  Main 
Street  and  the  Masonic  Building  Association,  land  of  Wil- 
frid J.  Lamoureux  and  land  of  the  Eagles  Building  As- 
sociation, raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act 
anything  thereon. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  School  Committee  to  conduct  a  school  of  Americani- 
zation at  the  various  industrial  plants  of  the  town,  anS 
to  contract  with  the  various  companies  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  same,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  ratify 
and  approve  the  action  of  the  School  Committee  in  es- 
tablishing a  State-aided  vocational  education  in  1919,  and 
to  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  school  committee 
to  establish  and  maintain  State-aided  vocational  educa- 
tion in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  471, 
Acts  of  1911,  and  acts  amendatory  thereto,  or  dependent 
thereon,  and  further  authorize  the  School  Committee  t© 
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expend  such  sums  from  the  General  School  Appropriation 
as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  or  act  anything 
therton. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  construct 
an  improved  road  on  Eastford  road,  from  the  corner  of 
Hartwell  Street,  southerly,  raise  and  appropriate  money 
therefor,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  21.  To  hear  and  act  on  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  under  article  24,  of  the  town  meet- 
ing of  March  13,  1916,  which  was  appointed  to  procure 
plans  for  a  new  primary  school  building  on  Marcy  and 
Dresser  Streets,  on  land  purchased  from  Mrs.  E.  J.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  to  see  if  said  committee  will  be  authorized 
and  instructed  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  a  building 
for  primary  school  purposes,  in  accordance  with  the  rec- 
ommendation of  said  Committee,  according  to  plans, 
specifications  and  estimates  to  be  submitted,  raise  and 
appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  repair 
North  Street  by  laying  a  macadamized  or  other  perma- 
nent surface  thereon,  raise  and  appropriate  money  there- 
for, or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct 
a  sewer  on  Everett  street,  from  a  point  near  the  house 
of  E.  D.  Desrosier,  a  distance  of  about  four  hundred  feet 
in  a  southerly  direction  to  connect  with  the  sewer  main 
at  the  corner  of  Everett  and  Cohasse  Streets,  raise  and 
appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  report  of  the  Selectmen,  as  to  the  laying  out  as  a  pub- 
lic way  and  to  be  known  as  Wall  street,  and  running  from 
Pleasant  street  westerly  to  the  land  of  Norval  Newell, 
raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  of  act  thereon. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
report  of  the  Selectmen,  as  to  the  laying  out  a  public 
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way,  a  certain  extension  of  Moon  Street,  running  north- 
erly from  the  end  of  the  present  layout  of  Moon  street  to 
Laurel  street,  so-called,  raise,  and  appropriate  money 
therefor,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct 
a  cement  concrete  sidewalk  on  both  sides  of  Maple  Street, 
raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act  thereon. 

Article  27.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct 
a  sewer  in  Eastford  Road,  from  the  Hyde  Manufacturing 
Company,  southerly  to  69  Eastford  Road,  raise  and  ap- 
propriate money  therefor,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pave  or 
repair  Elm  Street,  as  recommended  in  the  report  of  the 
Road  Committee,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor, 
or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  29  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pave  or 
repair  Central  Street,  from  Main  Street  to  the  location  of 
the  tracks  of  the  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Road  Committee,  raise  and  appropriate 
money  therefor,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  30.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pave  or 
repair  Main  Street,  from  the  corner  of  Hamilton  Street 
to  South  Street,  as  recommended  by  the  Road  Commit- 
tee, raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  thereon. 

Article  31  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  repair  or 
pave  Main  Street,  from  the  present  wooden  block  paving 
easterly  to  the  junction  of  Main  and  Mechanic  streets, 
raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act  anything 
thereon 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  pub- 
lishing an  attested  copy  thereof  twice  in  the  Southbridge 
Press  and  Herald,  the  first  publication  being  not  less  than 
nine  days  next  preceding  the  day  of  the  meeting — or  by 
posting  up  such  attested  copies  in  four  conspicuous  pub- 
lic places  within  the  Town,  at  least  nine  days,  including 
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Sundays — before  the  day  of  holding  said  meeting.  The 
polls  will  be  open  at  5.45  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  close  at  4 
s)^clock  P.  M. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  War- 
rant with  your  doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the 
time  and  place  hereinbefore  named. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  16th  day  of  February, 
A.  D.,  1920 

W.  J.  LAMOUREUX, 
DANIEL  T.  MORRILL, 
FRANK  A.  SANSOUCY, 

Selectmen  of  Southbridge 

A  True  Copy.  Attest: 
Andrew  M.  Higgins,  Constable. 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


TRUSTEES  JACOB  EDWARDS  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
George  Grant  Francis  L.  Chapin 

Fred  E.  Corbin  John  E.  Paige 

Louis  O.  Rieutord 
Henry  Tetrault 

For  the  Town  For  the  Fund 


CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 

Clarence  F.  Morse  Term  expires  1921 

Alva  L.  Hyde  Term  expires  1921 

Daniel  T.  Morrill  Term  expires  1922 

Wardwell  M.  Edwards  Term  expires  1922 

Seaver  M.  Rice  Term  expires  1923 

George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr.  Term  expires  1923 


CONSTABLES 

Ulric  Brault        Andrew  M.  Higgins        Patrick  Donnelley 
Marcus  L.  Dillaber  George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr. 


TAX  COLLECTOR 
Eugene  E.  Gabree 


PLANNING  BOARD 
John  E.  Paige  George  Grant 

Felix  Gatineau  ,  Jos.  E.  0 'Shaughnessy 

Herbert  E.  Wells  Louis  0.  Rieutord 

E.  Benjeman  Armstrong  Myron  B.  Clemence 


SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 

Joseph  A.  Allard  Term  expires  1921 1 

Philip  Dagenais  Term  expires  1922 

George  W.  Lavallee  Term  expires  1923 
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SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS 
Julian  C.  Gabree  Term  expires  1921 

Ephrem  Chicoine  Term  expires  1922 

Alfred  Dumas  *  Term  expires  1923 


PARK  COMMISSIONERS 
Hector  M.  LeClair  Term  expires  1921 

Raymond  A.  Rice  Term  expires  1922 

William  C.  Lunan  Term  expires  1923 


TREE  WARDEN 
Pierre  Benoit 


Appointive  Officers 


TOWN  COUNSEL 
William  W.  Buckley 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 
Fred  E.  Corbin 


CARE  OF  TOWN  CLOCK 
George  T.  Armes 


I  POUND  KEEPER 

Joseph  Payant 

KEEPER  OF  LCJCKUP 
Ulric  Brault  Assistant,  Joseph  D.  Proulx  • 


JANITOR  OF  TOWN  HALL  BUILDING 
Victor  Gaumond 
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TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 
Valmore  P.  Tetreault 


CATTLE  INSPECTOR 
William  T.  Pugh,  V.  S. 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 
Felix  Gatineau 


REGISTRARS  OF  VOTERS 
S.  D.  Perry  Moses  Gagnon  J.  J.  O'Shaughnessy 

William  W.  Buckley,  Clerk 


FIRE  ENGINEERS 
Joseph  E.  Duchesneau,  Chief 
Louis  Lamothe  John  J.  Hogan 

George  W.  Laughnane  J.  Willard  Clafflin 

James  C.  Sangren,  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 


FIRE  WARDENS 
Aimee  Langevin,  Chief  Adelard  Bouchard 

Deputies  Joseph  Payant 

Louis  Pontbriand  Jules  Livernois 

Dennis  Langevin  Hiliare  Cournoyer 


FENCE  VIEWERS 
Arsene  Girard  Charles  M.  Morse 


MEASURERS  OF  WOOD  AND  BARK 
E.  C.  Ellis    .  *        Everett  M.  Morse 

•    Mederic  Duhamel  George  H.  Clemence 

Alex  Simpson  George  Simpson 

Thomas  Hughes  A.  J.  Harwood 

A.  M.  Badger  Wardwell  Edwards 
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POLICE 

John  S.  Hefner 

Thomas  Troy 

Geo.  H.  Chaffin 

Louis  Meunier 

Prosper  Proulx 

H.  S.  Freeman  • 

Felix  Gatineau 

Miss  Margaret  Butler 

James  Cameron 

James  Bickerstaff 

Louis  Hetu 

Robert  Christiansen 

Alex.  Mominee  ^ 

Henr>"  Lavoie 

Morris  Green 

John  Sherer 

Alfred  Langevin 

John  Farquhar 

Louis  Bucci 

Alfred  Tetreault 

Holf  Holmden 

F.  F.  Fairfield 

Eliot  Clemence 


OFFICERS 
A.  J.  McKinstry 
Joseph  Payant 
Thomas  Nichols 
Joseph  D.  Proulx 
Napoleon  Boiteau 
J.  H.  Montigny 
Joseph  Dumas 
Thomas  Cody 
John  Wilson 
A.  D.  Birtz 
Geo.  W.  Lavallee 
John  Nichols 
Napoleon  Biron 
Charles  Porter 
Draper  A.  Story 
Alonzo  T.  Rand 
James  Binton 
E.  Grossman 
Austin  Young 
Elzear  Proulx 
Eugene  Lacasse 
James  W.  Lavers 


UNIFORM  POLICE  FORCE 
Ulric  Breault,  Chief 
Andrew  M.  Higgins  Daniel  Blute 

Pierre  Cormier  Honore  St.  Martin 

Alpherie  Duplessis  Rudolphe  Lavigne 

Joseph  Paquin  George  H.  Fitts 

Patrick  Donnelley 


SOLDIERS'  BURIAL  OFFICER 
•George  W.  Corey  George  Egan 
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PUBLIC 

Aime  Peloquin 
Geo.  L.  Potter 
Raoul  Thibeault 
Joseph  Laughnane 
William  R.  Olney 
E.  C.  Ellis 
Mederic  Duhamel 
Alfred  McKinstry 
Thomas  Hughes 
Clarence  Morse 
Dennis  Langevin 
Wardwell  M.  Edwards 
E.  I.  Knowles 
Albert  R.  Webster 
E.  D.  Buell 
Robert  Christenson 
Herbert  R.  Harris 
Douglas  L.  West 
Edward  Jones 


WEIGHERS 
Charles  Brousseau 
Joseph  Lacasse 
Alfred  Plimpton 
James  Lamontagne 
Ernest  Ferris 
William  Proulx 
Geo.  E,  Morse 
C.  Russell  Morse 
John  St.  Martin 
Leon  Harwood 
Aimee  Langevin 
Geo.  H.  Clemence 
A.  M.  Badger 
Felix  Lamothe 
Frank  Lortie 
Michael  Pendergast 
Henry  Murphy 
Wilfred  Gaumond 


ATTENDANCE  OFFICER 
Miss  Margaret  Butler 


MEASURER  OF  LEATHER 
William  Kirtzman 


Report  of  Town  Treasurer 


FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  in  account  with  the  Town  of  South- 
bridge,  Jan.  1st,  1920,  to  Jan.  1st,  1921 : 
Balance  Jan.  1st,  1920  $45,717  41 

Receipts  1920  693,791  15 


$739,508  56 

Disbursements  1920  697,407  95 


Balance  Dec.  31st,  1920  $42,100  61 

STATEMENT  SOUTHBRIDGE  NATIONAL  BANK, 
DEC,  31st,  1920 
Town  of  Southbridge  $41,239  24 

Cash  and  checks  in  safe  861  37 


Cash  on  hand  $42,100  61 

FELLX  A.  BOUVIER, 


Treasurer. 
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SINKING  FUND 

Balance 

Interest 

Book  No.     Depository                   Dec.  31, 1920 

1  090 

16257  Amherst  Savings  Bank 

$1,081 

23 

ipDZl    U  ( 

34032  Clinton  Savings  Bank 

1,147 

74 

4-Q  Q*^ 

44901  Dedham  Institution  for  Savings 

916 

40 

Q7  79 

51856  Fitchburg  Savings  Bank 

979 

23 

4443  Leicester  Savings  Bank 

953 

03 

ztl  ATI 

39639  Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

793 

50 

o-±  01 

29970  Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1,108 

61 

Aft  9J. 

390502  Suffolk  Savings  Bank 

1,126 

69 

ztfi  Q7 

21209  Southbridge  Savings  Bank 

3,411 

40 

±'io  "ID 

914  People's  National  Bank 

3,184 

64 

1  '^l  fiO 

•42082  Ware  Savings  Bank 

941 

58 

21481  ^Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  1,174 

59 

'^l  10 
01  lU 

130170  Worcester  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank 

979 

65 

AF>  fid. 

73989^  Worcester  Mechanics  Sav.  Bank 

904 

76 

39  35 

50139  Worcester  People's  Sav.  Bank 

1,193 

61 

51  93 

16  Augusta,  Me.,  Water  Bondg 

16,000 

00 

QfiO  00 

you  uu 

$35,896  66 

Interest  1920 

$1,818  93 

Total  Sinking  Fund  Dec.  31,  1919 

$34,077  73 

Interest  to  Sinking  Fund  in  1920 

1  QIQ  QQ 

Total  Sinking  Fund  Dec.  31,  1920 

$35,896  66 

FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer. 


CEMETERY 


Book  No.  Depository 

6862  Amherst  Savings  Bank 
30460  Athol  Savings  Bank  ' 


FUND 

Balance  Interest 
Dec.  31, 1920  1920 
$50  62 
50  63 
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24902  Dedham  Inst,  for  Savings            $1,000  00  42  95 

14744  Gardner  Savings  Bank  45  50 

22841  Leominster  Savings  Bank               500  00  22  75 

3841  Leicester  Savings  Bank  22  50 

9849  Millbury  Savings  Bank                1,000  00  45  50 

32073  Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank   1,000  00  45  49 

153048  Springfield  Institution  for  Savings  500  00  22  75 

8465  Southbridge  Savings  Bank           2,166  68  98  58 

378  People's  National  Bank                7,005  00  196  72 

3592  Southbridge  National  Bank             530  11  6  98 

1498  Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank     1,000  00  45  50 

3791  Ware  Savings  Bank         ^            1,000  00  45  49 

11619  Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  1,004  25  45  68 

47299  Worcester  Mechanics  Sav.  Bank     1,000  00  45  50 

55266  Worcester  People's  Savings  Bank  1,000  00  -  45  50 

54964  Worcester  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank    1,000  00  45  50 

79028  Worcester  County  Inst,  for  Savings  500  00  22  75 
5  $1,000  4l^  2nd  Liberty  Loan, 

Converted      ,                         5,000  00  212  50 

3  $1,000  4?4  Victory  Bonds          3,000  00  142  50 


Total  Cemetery  Fund  $28,206  04 

Total  1920  Interest  $1,301  89 

Added  to  Fund  in  1920  $1,535  11 

FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer. 
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INVENTORIES  OF  JAN.  1ST,  1921 

Totals  as  submitted  by  the  following  departments : 


Board  of  Selectmen  $154,110  75 

Town  Clerk  100  00 

Police  Department      '  793  50 

Fire  Department  108,906  66 

Moth  Department  12  00 

Forest  Fire  Department  365  50 

Town  Accountant  30  00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  400  75 

Board  of  Health  6,092  85 

Treasurer  290  00 

Highway  Department     ^  6,100  00 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  475  00 

Cemetery  Committee  1,013  55 


$278,690  56 
FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer. 


Mary  Mynott  Fund 

LIBRARY 


Balance  Interest 
Book  No.     Depository  '    Dec.  31, 1920  1920 

9529  Southbridge  Savings  Bank  $1,000  00       $45  50 


BOYER  FUND— SCHOOLS 

31084  Southbridge  Savings  Bank  $218  58        $9  49 


FELIX  A.  BOUVIER,  Treasurer. 


Report  of  Town*Accountant 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : — 
Gentlemen : — 

In  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
^920,  I  will  say  the  system  of  accounting  has  been  carried 
out  as  in  the  previous  years  as  installed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics  of  Massachusetts. 

As  for  suggestions  I  would  ask  that  all  Boards  and 
Committees  who  contract  bills  for  the  Town  to  have  same 
billed  to  the  Town  of  Southbridge  and  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment, and  not  the  Chairmen  or  Clerks  of  the  Boards  or 
Committees.  If  this  is  complied  with,  it  will  save  a  great 
deal  of  correspondence.  The  same  careful  scrutiny  of  all 
bills  is  maintained  as  in  former  years.  A  number  of  bills  for 
1920  are  held  over,  as  they  did  not  reach  us  until  after  the 
closing  of  1920  accounts. 

Many  of  these  bills  might  have  been  presented,  as  some  of 
the  departments  had  sufficient  balance  to  meet  the  same, 
while  other  departments  had  reached  the  limit  of  their  ap- 
propriations. Therefore  it  was  necessary  to  hold  their  bills 
until  this  year. 

A  few  of  our  merchants  hold  their  bills  too  long,  and  I  am 
of  the  opinion  if  they  were  filed  witti  each  department  more 
promptly,  delayed  payment  would  be  avoided  and  would  be 
of  great  assistance  to  the  several  departments. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  our 
various  town  departments  for  their  hearty  cooperation  and 
assistance  rendered  during  the  year. 

Respectfully, 
VALMORE  P.  TETREAULT, 

Town  Accountant. 
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GENERAL  REVENUE 
^TAXES  . 

Current  year                 *  $235,376  33 

Previous  years  27,641  13 

Corporation  Tax  19,397  61 

National  Bank  4,576  12 

Income  Tax  16,194  75 

Income  Tax  General  Schools  7,700  00 

Street  Railway  Tax  24  23 


Total  Tax  $310,910  17 
LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

Druggist    •  $4  00 

Junk  45  00 

Peddlers  280  00 

Pool  and  Billiards  138  00 

MUk  »  26  50 
Common  victuallers,  Fruits,  Innholders      177  00 

Theatre  20  00 

Jitney  38  00 

Auctioneers  4  00 

Second-hand  Motor  (dealer)                     27  00 

All  others  10  50 


Total  Licenses  and  Permits  $770  00 

FINE^  AND  FORFEITS 
Court  .    $288  00 

GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 

County : 

Dog  Licenses  $732  64 

Soldiers '  Exemption  from  State  16  79 


Total  Grants  and  Gifts 


$749  43 
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COMMERCIAL  REVENUE 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS 
Unapportioned  Sewer  $  48 

Apportioned  Sewer  369  80 

Street  Oiling  70  61 


Total  Assessments  $440  89 

GENERAL  REVENUE 
Town  Hall  Rent  $761  00 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 
Fire  Department:  ^ 

Rent  (Court  Room)  $600  00 

All  others  10  50 


Total  Fire  Department  $610  50 

Rent  of  Police  Station  $150  00 

INSPECTION 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  $162  62 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 
Contagious  Diseases  $11  00 

State  22  86 

G.  Lataille  (Reimbursement)  17  14 

Ambulance  386  50 

All  others  4  00 


Total  Health  and  Sanitation  $441  50 

!  Sales  of  Sewer  Materials  $258  20 

HIGHWAYS 
From  State  $14,653  00 

Bonus  on  Elm  Street  Paving  Notes  5  00 
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Tool  Box  Sold    -  33  00 

All  others  11  00 


Total  Highway  $14,702  00 

CHARITIES 

Almhouse : 

Sale  of  produce  $1,589  70 

Outside  Relief : 
-Tiiidividuals  12  00 

Cities  and  Towns  1,496  08 

State  298  92 

Mothers'  Aid: 

From  State  1,322  32 

Cities  and  Towns  158  32 


■  '  Total  Charities  $4,877  34 

SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 
State  Aid  $1,199  26 

Military  Aid  150  00 


Total  Soldiers'  Benefits  $1,349  26 

SCHOOLS  ' 

Tuition  $2,636  45 

From  State  (Americanization  School)  811  09 

Smith  Hughes'  Funds  (1920)  $1,057  98 

Sales  of  Books  and  Supplies  19  73 

Vocational  Education  (from  State)  685  76 

All  others,  car  tickets,  etc.  49  09 


Total  Schools 


$5,260  10 
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LIBRARY 


Fines 

Mary  Mynott  Fund 


Tailing 

Care  of  Groves 
Opening  Groves 

Total  Cemetery 

Deposits 

Taxes 

Sewer 

Trust  Funds : 
Sinking  Funds 
Perpetual  Care  Fund 

Total  Interest 


$302 
45 


83 
50 


$348  33 
$19  50 


CEMETERY 


$144 
171 


00 
00 


$315  00 


INTEREST 


$1,798 
1,281 
45 

640 
1,373 


81 
69 
31 

00 
14 


$5,138  95 


DEBT 


Temporary  Loans 

Elm  Street  Paving 

Main  and  Central  Streets  Paving 

Total  Debt 

AGENCY 
State  and  non-resident  bank  tax 
Tax  collected  for  county 
Auditing  municipal  accounts 


$240,000 
22,000 
38,000 


00 
00 
00 


$300,000  00 


^  $31,240 
12,581 
403 


24 
00 
24 


Total  Agency 

TRUST  FUNDS 
Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund 


$44,224'  48 


$1,295  00 
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REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 

Refunds : 

Departmental  $790  13 

Transfers : 

School  to  Town  Hall  600  00 

Mechanic  Street  Paving  to  Dudley 

River  Road  884  60 

Sidewalk  Assessment   Revenue  to 

Sidewalk  Assistance  398  00 

Excess  and  Deficiency  to  Depart- 
mental Bills    '  14  00 

Sewer  Assessment  Revenue  to 
^     Sewer  Assistance  1,084  50 

Elm  Street  Paving  to  Dudley  River 
Road  "22  50 

Various     Sidewalk     Accounts  to 

Maple  Street  Sidewalk  107  79 

Estimated  Revenue  to  Schools  6,000  00 

Reserve  Fund  to  Schools  3,000  00 

Various  accounts  to  Town  Hall  575  00 


Total  Refimds  and  Transfers  $13,476  52 


Total  Receipts  and  Transfers  $706,477  54 

Cash  on  hand  January  1st,  1920  45,717  '41 


$752,194  95 


PAYIVIENTS 

GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

Legislative : 

Moderator  ^  $40  00 

Selectmen's  Salaries  $1,100  00 

Clerk's  Salary  100  00 
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Stationery  and  Postage  6  94 

Printing  and  Advertising  114  47 

Car  fares,  teams,  etc.  18  00 

Telephone  82  20 

Stones  Bonds  124  00 

Letting  Bonds  224  91 

Serving  warrants  and  notices  29  90 

All  other  expenses  45  85 


Accountant : 

Salary^  $1,200  00 

Stationery  and  postage  8  14 

Printing  and  advertising  20  60 

Book  binding  14  25 

All  other  expenses  8  00 


Treasurer : 

Salary  ^      $700  00 

Clerk           ,  •  300  00 

Stationery  and  postage  40  90 

Telephone  22  85 

Bond  and  Pay  Roll  Insurance  160  00 

Certifying  Notes  72  00 

All  others  3  50 


Collector : 

Salary,  1917,  1918,  1919  $385  00 

Salary  on  account,  1920  600  00 

Stationery  and  postage  222  42 

Printing,  and  advertising  80  62 

Telephone  33  55 

Bond  200  00 


$1,846  27 


$1,250  99 


$1,299  25 
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Furniture  13  50 

All  others  11  74 


1,546  83 


Assessors : 

Salaries  $2,100  00 

Interpreters  19  50 

Stationery  and  postage  26  87 

Printing  and  advertising  1,515  50 

Car  fares,  teams,  etc.  38  72 

Telephone  36  25 

Abstracts  of  deeds  56  62 

Books  for  Tax  Collector  20  39 

All  others  11  04 


$3,824  82 

Law : 

Town  Counsel,  salary  $600  00 

Town  Clerk : 

Salary  $658  65 

Clerk  hire  400  00 

Stationery  and  postage  29  69 

Printing  and  advertising  48  84 

Telephone  38  38 

All  others  1  62 


$1,177  la 


Election  and  Registration : 

Registrars'  salaries  $128  00 

Election  officers  773  25 

Printing  and  advertising  687  25« 

Meals  381  25 

Serving  warrants  22  00 
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All  others  1  50 


Town  Hall : 

Janitor's  salary  $1,226  22 

Helpers  119  50 

Fuel  677  25 

Lights  249  50 

Janitor's  supplies  174  13 

Repairs  1,262  24 

Water  supply  65  22 

Voting  booths  150  00 

All  others  44  60 


$3,968  66 


Less : 

Rent  from  School  Department  600  00 


$1,993  25 


$3,368  66 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
Salaries  and  Wages: 

Chief  $1,888  41 

Patrolmen  15,020  45 

Special  53  50 

Auto  and  team  hire  294  00 


Equipments  and  Repairs : 
Equipments  for  men 


$17,256  36 

$248  56 
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Fuel  and  Li^ht : 

Fuel  $173  20 

Lij?hts  73  97 


$247  17 


Maintenance  of  Building : 

Repairs  $17  05 

Janitor's  su])plies  55  81 

AH  others  18  50 

I   .  _ 

Other  Expenses : 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage  $100  33 

Telephone  signal  506  10 

Transportation,  care  of  prisoners  277  53 

Rent  585  00 

Telephone  66  99 

All  others  81  76 


$91  36 


$1,617  71 


Total  Police  Department 


$1,946  16 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 
Salaries  and  Wages: 

Chief  $1,820  00 

Engineers  ,  725  00 

Permanent  men  7,789  35 

Other  employees  .  3,687  19 


Horse  hire  

Equipment  and  Repairs : 

Apparatus 

Hosei 


$14,021  54 
$166  25 


$672  76 
575  00 
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Equipment  for  men  31  00 

All  others  56  64 


Fuel  and  Lights : 

Fuel  $448  04 

Light  270  28 


Maintenance  of  Buildings : 

Repairs  $186  50 

Furniture  and  furnishings  52  68 

Laundry  work  45  92 

Water  supply  38  04 

All  others  74  47 


Other  expenses : 

Stationery,  [irinting  and  postage  9  55 

Telephone  101  64 

Gasoline  and  oil  139  53 

Car  fares  25  09 

All  others  3  45 


$1,335  40 


$718  32 


$397  61 


$279  26 

TotH)  Fire  Department  $16,918  38 

SKALKlx'  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASI  KES 
Salary  $750  00 

Stationery  and  postage  18  33 

Pi-in1in<>'  and  advertising         *  35  85 

Car  fares,  teams,  etc.  116  00 

Weights  19  60 

AH  others  60  22 


$1,000  00 
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TREE  WARDEN 

Superintendent  47  00 

Labor  68  50 

Teams  41  25 

Storage  of  spraying  machine  48  00 


Fighting  fires 
Apparatus 
Team  hire 
Supplies 
Stationery 


FOREST  FIRES 


$157  55 
2  00 
37  00 
26  15 
15  25 


$204'  75 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

HEALTH 
General  administration : — 

Salary  of  Board  $300  00 

Agent                        '  432  00 

Stationery  and  postage  39  76 

Printing  and  advertising  10  05 

Team                       .  90  50 

All  others  33  85 


Quarantine  and  Contagious  Diseases  : — 

Medical  attendance  $26  13 

Board  and  treatment  49  77 

Guards  and  nurses  29  46 

Drusrs  and  medicines  15  25 
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Tuberculosis 

Board  and  treatment  $2,810  36 

Dispensary  200.00 
Shoes  and  clothing  88  73 

All  others  28  25 


$3,127  34 


Vital  statistics : — 

Births  $74  50 

Deaths  24  75 


INSPECTION 
School  Children : —  _ 

Salary  of  Physicians  $210  00 

Expenses  7  78 


Meat  and  Provisions  : — 

Salary  $356  25 

Expenses  82  50 


$99  25 


$217  78 


$438  75 

Milk  inspector  ,  $100  00 

Plumbing  inspector  $900  00 

Vaccination  $88  00 

Animals : — 

Salary  $300  00 

Expenses  2  98 

$302  98 


Public  Health  Nurse  : — 
Salary 


$1,150  00 


30 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


All  others 


18  54 


Cleaning  up  week 

Total  Health 
Refuse  and  Garbage  collecting  (contract) 


$1,168  54 

$132  50 

$7,601  91 

$1,716  70 


SEWER  MAtNTENANC^K 
Administration : — 

Commissioners '  Salaries 
Superintendent 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage 
Telephone 


General : — 
Labor 
Teams 

Tools  and  equipment 
Surveys 

Hrifk  and  eement 
Boots 
Insurance 
All  others 


$300  00 
1,500  00 
1  95 
33  00 


.>i.834  95 


$493  38 
'   8  50 
130  ()4 
50  00 
19  10 
12  00 
108  49 
7  09 


Total  Sewer  Maintenance 


$829  20 


$2,664  15 


STREET  CLEANING 
Cleaning  Main  and  Hamilton  Streets: — 
Labor  $845  38 

Teams  645  28 

Machine  broom  16  00 
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;     AU  others  93  17 

i   

;  $1,599  83 

I  General  Cleaning:  

!     Labor  $1,247  13 

1     Teams  737  51 

I     Tools  15  00 

!   

i  $1,999  64 

i  Sanitary  Cleaning: — 

;     Labor  $714  39 

I     Teams  337  26 

Salt  131  60 

Supplies  10  70 

Manhole  and  grate             .  153  77 

All  others  2  24 


$1,349  96 


HIGHWAYS 

General  Administration : — 

High  way  Surveyor  $1,500  00 

Clerk  300  00 

Telei>hone  70  39 

All  other  stationery,  etc.  19  63 


-General  Maintenance : — 

Labor  $6,719  84 

Teams  4.919  45 

Crushed  stone,  gravel,  and  sand  2,479  05 

Equipment  and  repairs  695  87 

Fuel  for  Steam  Roller  36  10 

Bossine  broom  and  filler  30  00 

Pipes  and  grate  104  55 

Repairs  on  watering  troughs  111  63 


$1,889  62 
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Boots 

Engineering 
All  others 


Sidewalk  Repairs : — 

Labor 

Teams 
:  Material 

Lumber 

All  others 


Snow  and  Ice  : — 
Labor 
Teams 
Salt 

Labor  (Tractor) 
'  Tools 


Oiling  Streets  :- 
Labor 
Teams 
Tarvia 
Dustaline 


Total  Highways 

Contract 

Labor 
Teams 


46  99 
62  00 
19  50 


$15,224  98 


$1,087  06 
349  00 
1,449  25 
18  63 
14  78 


$4,192  13 
1,272  27 
46  20 
56  00 
8  50 


$37  50 
25  00 
1,356  03 
1,075  96 


$2,918  72 


$5,575  10 


STREET  LIGHTS 
BRIDGES 


$2,494  49 
x$28,102  91 

$13,945  08 


$114  33 

2G  75 
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Materials  234  10 

West  Dudley  Bridge  repair  174  35 


$549  53 


RAILINGS 

Laboi-  $202  ]1 

Teams  3  00 

Lumber  164  76 

Paint  29  90 


$399  77 

MAiXTEiNANC'E  OF  PERMANENT  U0AD8 
jabor  $857  25 

Teams  473  13 

Tarvia  '  504  60 

Fuel  for  Steam  Roller  45  16 

Paid  State  on  Dudley  River  Road  795  21 

Repair  on  Roller  343  24  . 

Crushed  stones  1,017  62 

All  others  28  70 

Tools  16  65 


$4,081  56 


CHARITIES 

Poor  Department: — 

Salaries  $700  00 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage  Ij  85 

Stretchers  43  50 

Oi't'iee  furniture  25  00 

Partition  in  office  81  85 

Carfare,  teams,  investigation  173  50 

Telephone  86  65 

All  others  .  7  91 


$1,136  26 
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Outside  Poor : 

Groceries  $3,232  56 

Coal  and  wood  389  05 

Board  and  care  2,085  52 

Medicine  and  medical  attendance  383  88 

State  Institutions  220  14 

Rent  and  aid  rendered  603  77 

Burials  140  00 

Town  Physician's  salary  350  00 

Services  as  nurse  100  38 

Dry  goods  and  shoes  204  48 


Relief  by  other  Cities  and  Towns : — 

Cities  136  35 

Towns  112  50 


Mothers : — 

By  Town  $5,323  13 

Other  Cities  and  Towns  259  86 

Fuel  188  13 

Furniture  51  00 

AH  others  18  50 


$7,709  7a 


$248  85r 


$5,840  62 

Total  Outside  Relief  $14,935  51 

Almshouse : — 

Superintendent  $825  00 

Other  employees  648  00 

Groceries  and  provisions  1,565  78 

Dry  Goods  and  Clothing  254  47 

Buildings  299  98 

Fuel  and  lights  438  38 
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Hay  and  grain 

1,342 

98 

Automobile  repairs  and  supplies 

320 

19 

Horse  shoeing  and  tools  repaired 

51 

50 

Medical  supplies 

17 

59 

Furniture 

43 

20 

Lumber  and  paint 

23 

23 

Sup[)lies.  seeds,  hardware,  etc. 

140 

51 

All  others 

20 

00 

80LD1ER8'  BENEFITS 
State  aid  $892  00 

Military  aid  360  00 


Soldiers'  Relief:— 

Fuel  $288  40 

Cash  840  00 

Medicine  and  medical  attendance  103  75 


$5,990  81 


i^l,252  00 


$1,232  1 


Total  Soldiers'  Benefits  $2,484  15 


S(  DROOLS 

Administration : — 


Salary  of  Superintendent 

$3,201 

04 

Tinaut  officer 

195 

50 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage 

349 

12 

Telephone 

176 

77 

Traveling  expenses 

146 

36 

Office  furniture  and  repairs 

43 

50 

Team  hire 

16 

00 

Physicians'  salai'ies 

636 

00 
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All  others  43  60 

■   ^ 

$4,807  89 

Teachers'  Salaries; — 

High  $10,549  75 

Elementary  42,410  69 

Evening  1,367  00 

Americanization  1,350  00 

Continuation  2,739  50 

Vocational  8,879  19 

$67,296  13 

TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES 

High:— 

Text  Books  ,  $486  30 

All  other  school  supplies  1,417  69 


$1,903  99i? 


Elementary: — 

Text  Books  $1,509  23 

All  other  school  supplies  2,381  15 


$3,890  38 


Evening : — 

Books  $37  57 

All  other  school  supplies  12  66 


$50  23 


Continuation : — 

Books  $122  58 

11  other  school  supplies  $1,046  20 


Vf  ational : — 

ooks  112  41 


$1,168  78 
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All  other  school  supplies  and  repairs     1,966  44 

$2,078  85 

Tuition: — 

Elementary  $278  59 

Transportation : — 

Elementary  $3,337  45 

Janitors '  Salaries : — 

High  $1,200  00 

Elementary  3,648  43 

Evening  76  50 


$4,924  93 


Fuel  and  Lights: — 

High  $2,319  16 

Elementary  1,282  02 

Evening  44  45 


J,645  63 


MAINTENANCE  OP  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS 
High: 

Repairs  $342  35 

Janitors'  supplies  11  60 

All  others  61  42 


$415  37 


Elementary : — 

Repairs  $1,732  51 

Janitors'  supplies  25  39 

All  others  423  52 


Tocational : — 

Town  Hall  account,  rent 


$2,181  42 
$600  00 
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Furniture  and  Furnishings : — 

High  $552  86 

.  Elementary  245  00 

Continuation  439  50 


$1,227  36 

Other  Expenses: — 

Diplomas  and  graduation  expenses  $32  00 


Total  Schools  $97,839  00 

LIBRARY 

Librarian  $1,500  UU 

Assistants  1,100  34 

Janitor  1,258  73 

$3,859  07 

l>o()ks  and  Periodicals,  etc.: — 

Books  $1,072  87 

Periodicals  97  70 

$1,170  57 

Binding : — 

Periodicals  $2  00 

Fuel  and  Lights: — 

Fuel  $342  08 

Lights  '      180  02 


$522  10 


Building : — 

Repairs  $68  53 

Furniture  1  00 

Janitors'  supplies,  etc.  c^l  80 


$151  33 
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Other  Expenses : — 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage  $264  53 

Telephone  40  25 

Lawn  mower  15  00 

Furniture  repaired  7  00 

All  others  61  31 


$388  09 

Mynott  Fund,  Books  $43  90 


Total  Library  $6,037  05 

PLAYGROUNDS  AND  BATH  HOUSES 

Instructors  $1,535  57 

Labor  331  57 

Apparatus  55  63 

Land  49  00 

Teachers'  supplies  503  86 

Auto  hire  64  63 

Kent  grounds  (Central  Mills  Co.)  60  00 

Water  supply  31  82 

All  others          '  38  97 


$2,671  05 


UNCLASSIFIED 

BAND  CONCERTS 
Music  .  $250  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY 

G.  A.  R.  $200  €0 

S.  W.  V.  1,000  00 

American  Legion  150  00 


$450  00 
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Annual  Report       ,  770  00 

Care  of  Town  Clock  50  00 

WATER  AND  ICE 
Labor  $  39  95 

Ice  312  51 

Bubblers  156  97 

Drinking-  Fountains  225  00 

Hvdrants  '  6,265  00 


$6,999  4a 


INSURANCE 

Boiler  .      $138  22 

Automobile'  (liability  and  fire)                   80  95 

Almshouse  240  88 

Liability  536  51 

Schools  175  80 

Town  Hall  720  48 

Library  358  80 

Fire  Department  ,                       253  00 

Bath  House  '                        20  00 


$2,524  64 


CEMETERY 
Superintendent's  Salary  200  00 

Labor  2,137  65 


$2,337  65 


OTHER  EXPENSES 

Shrubs,  etc.  $229  58 

Tools  45  98 

Weed  killer'  52  50 

Loams  162  00 

Printing  ^         47  50 

Pipes  *         72  00 

Water  6  14 


I 

I 
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Ceiii«*nT 

Hook  '  Conibinatioji 
All  others 


Total  C-emetery 


INTEREST 

Tem^Kirary  Loaiis : 

Anticipation  of  revenue 

Dudley  River  Road 
Ot^iHia!  Loans 

Sewer 

Highways 

Schools 
ridge 

Soldiers "  luomirneDt 


9  60 
18  00 
15  30 


$5,501  9b 
237  03 

2,592  50 
2,257  85 
3.138  37 
160  00 
135  00 


$658  60 
$2,996  25 


$14,022  73 


DEBTS 

Temporary  Loans 

Anticipation  of  Revenue 

Dudley  River  Road 
General  Loans 

Sewer 

Highway 

School 
Soldiers"  inonumenT 

ToIh!  indebtedness 

AGENCY 
State  and  non-resident  bank  tax 
( 'ollected  for  county 
Auditing  municipal  accounts 
State  highway  tax 


$240,000  00 
11,000  00 

2,000  00 
10,950  00 
7,350  00 
1,000  00. 


$272,300  00 


12,581  00 
403  24 
522  89 
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Collected  for  State  43,746  64 

■  $57,253-77; 

Sinking  fund 

Interest  deposited  $640  00 

:CenX6.tjpry  Prepetual  care  fund                           1,045  11» 

REFUNDS  AND  TRANSFERS 

Refunds 

Temporary  school  rooms  20 
Highways  572  6^ 

Insurance  95  03 

Non-resident  bank  tax  122  28 


Transfers 

School  and  Town  Hall  $600  00 
Mechanic  st.  accts  to  Dudley  River  rd.  884  66 
Sidewalk  asst,  revenue  to  sidewalk 

asst.  398  00 
Excess  and  dificiency  departmental 

bills  14  00 

Sewer  asst.  revenue  to  Sewer  asst.  1,084  50 

Elm  St.  paving  to  Dudley  River  rd.  22  50 
Various  sidewalk  accts.  to  Maple  st. 

sidewalk  107  79 

Reserve  fund  to  schools  3,000  00 

Estimated  revenue  to  schools  6,000  00 

Various  accounts  to  Town  Hall  575  00 


$790  131 


$12,686  39 

Total  refunds  and  transfers  $13,476  52^ 

AMBULANCE 
Repairs  and  supplies  $151  58 
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Drivers  15  75 

Oi]  and  gasoline  96  50 

Expenses  to  Boston  for  ambulance  34  00 

All  others  4  74 


OUTLAYS 

ELM  STREET  SEWER 

Labor  $413  33 

Teams  18  75 

Pipes,  cement,  brick  and  sand  28  40 

Tool  3  30 

Surveys  64  00 


EVERETT  STREET  SEWER 

Labor,  contract  $381  66 

Teams                       ,  16  80 

Labor  81  35 

Materials  52  87 

Surveys  91  97 


$302  57 


$527  78 


$624  65 

CENTRAL  STREET  SEWER 
Labor  contract  $1,137  00 

DUDLEY  RIVER  ROAD 
Labor  contract  $8,287  58 

MAIN  AND  CENTRAL  STREET  PAVING 
Labor  contract  $31,061  62 

Survey^  P/i6<L^c<>^w  r  /  ,  /  ,  :  4,82156 
Materials     /        ^  297  52 

Labor,  extra  work  378  20 
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All  others 


52  55 


$36,611  45 


Labor 
Team 
Materials 


Labor 
Team 
Materials 


MAIN  STREET  REPAIRS 

$273  14 
316  50 
1,410  18 


$1,999  82 


MECHANIC  STREET  REPAIRS 

$650  03 
346  26 
1,003  18 


$1,999  47 


NORTH  STREET  PAVING 
Labor  contract  $4,486  li 

Survey  403  75 


$4,889  8ft^ 


ELM  STREET  PAVING 
Liabor  contract  $21,383  28 

Extra  work  61  55 

Survey  223  19 

Materials  403  74 


PRIMARY  SCHOOL  PLANS 

Engineering 

TEMPORARY  SCHOOL  ROOM 
Contract  $9,078  52 

Furniture  843  66 

Labor  extra  36  30 


$22,071 
$147 


76 


50 


$9,958  4a 
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Total  Paymeuts  aud  Transfers  $710,094  34 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1920  42,100  61 


$752,194  95 

VALMORE  P.  TETREAULT, 

Town  Accountant. 
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Report  of  Selectmen 


To  tlio  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Soutlibridge : 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  submit  for  your  approval  their 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1920. 

The  Board  met  and  organized  as  follows :  Wilfred  J. 
Lamoureux.  Cliairman ;  Frank  A.  Sansoucy,  Clerk.  They 
have  held  weekly  meetings  on  Monday  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  business  of  the  year  has  been  about  as  usual.  Sev- 
eral special  town  meetings  w^ere  called  at  the  request  of  the 
voters. 

In  looking  over  the  needs  of  the  town  we  recommend 
the  re-surfacing  of  Main  Street  from  Everett  Street  to  the 
wood  block  paving  on  this  street.  This  is  a  much  needed 
rei)air,  as  this  is  the  only  section  of  unimproved  road  from 
the  Dudley  line  to  the  Sturbridge  line  on  this  thoroughfare 
from  Springfield  to  Providence. 

Elm,  Central  and  North  Streets  an  dthe  Main  Street  hill 
have  been  re-surfaced  this  year  with , cement  at  an  expense 
of  about  $60,000.00.  We  believe  that  construction  of  cement 
streets  should  be  continued  each  year  until  at  least  all  of  the 
principal  streets  in  the  town  have  been  improved  and 
surfaced. 

The  Board  have  had  River  and  Water  Streets  surveyed 
and  lines  relocated,  also  over  thirty  stone  monuments  located 
and  set  at  other  street  lines  which  have  heretofore  been  in 
doubt,  and  articles  will  appear  in  the  town  warrant  for  ac- 
tion on  the  reports  of  the  Selectmen  on  the  relocations  of 
West,  River  and  Water  Streets. 
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The  Selectmen  were  called  upon  to  make  extensive  re-l 
pairs  in  the  town  hall  building  for  the  use  of  the  Vocational  I 
School,  and  more  money  must  be  expended  this  year  for 
heating  and  ventilating  these  rooms,  if  they  are  to  be  used  in 
the  future  for  school  work.  Here  arises  a  question,  whether 
it  is  best  to  expend  money  for  temporary  repairs  in  this, 
building,  or  whether  it  is  a  better  policy  to  have  a  new 
building  erected  for  school  purposes  and  have  the  Vocational 
and  Continuation  Schools  removed  to  that  building. 

The  rent  of  the  rooms  used  for  a  police  station  ha;s  been 
increased  from  $45.00  to  $60.00  per  month,  and  again  arises 
the  question  of  a  new  up-to-date  building  for  this  depart- 
ment, this  building  is  in  a  very  poor  condition  even  at  any 
rental  price,  it  also  has  been  condemned  by  the  State 
Police  as  unfit  for  use  as  a  police  station.  We  would  recom- 
mend that  a  thorough  investigation  be  made  into  the  matter 
of  school  buildings  and  the  subject  of  remodeling  the  Main 
Street  School  Building  into  a  police  station  if  released  by  the 
School  Committee,  or  a  new  building  be  erected  on  other 
land  owned  by  the  town  for  this  department. 

The'  cry  oftentimes  heard  of  extravagance  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  town's  affairs  is  not  borne  out  by  the  facts  in 
our  financial  report,  printed  and  inserted  in  the  Town  Ac- 
countant's report,  which  will  show  that  economy  has  been 
practised  by  the  Board  in  the  different  departments  under 
their  supervision. 

All  growing  and  prosperous  towns  in  the  Common- 
wealth have  larger  debts  and  still  do  not  show  better  results,, 
in  streets,  sewers,  public  buildings,  etc. 

Following  will  be  found  the  reports  of  the  several  de- 
partments appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  also  the 
State  Auditor's  report,  giving  results  of  his  examination  of 
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the  books  and  accounts  for  1919,  which  had  been  voted  by 
the  town.  At  this  time  the  State  Auditors  are  at  work  on 
the  books  of  1920. 

WILFRID  J.  LAMOUREUX, 
FRANK  A.  SANSOUCY, 
R.  A.  RICE, 


Selectmen  of  Southbridge,  Mass. 


I 

/ 


Report  of  Committee 
on  Government  Food  Sales 


To  The  Selectmen  : 

The  committee  in  charge  of  government  food  sales  in 
Soiithbridge  report  the  following  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments : 

EEC'EIPTS 

Cash  received  from  sales  •  $2,263  14 

Interest  from  South brido-e  National  Bank      4  50 


$2,268  14 


EX  P  EN  !  )rn  TEES 

Sept.  25.  Zone  supply  officer  $110  00 

Sept.  30.  E.  L.  Chapin,  to  Boston  7  84 

Nov.  21.  Zone  supply  officer,  bill  2,001  72 

Sept.  24.  L.  E.  Bradley,  freight  63  48 

Nov.  24.  D.  J.  Do'>le3  ,  cleaning  store  2  00 

Nov.  24.  George  Grant,  printing  10  00 

Nov.  25.  E.  L.  Chapin,  to  Boston  4  67 

Dec.  17.  H.  R.  Beecher,  prepayments  1  50 


$2,201  21 


$66  93 

GEORGE  W.  COREY, 

Treasurer. 
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Your  committee  had  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  I 
selectmen  and  all  citizens  who  were  asked  to  assist,  and  es-  I 
pecially  the  Woman's  Club,  its  president,  Mrs.  John  L.  Beck, 
having  a  very  efficient  corps  of  workers  on  duty  during  the  ' 
sale,  both  at  the  Central  Street  store  and  the  Globe  engine  s 
house.    Thanks  are  due  to  Nelson  J.  Gervais  for  the  use  of' 
his  store  without  charge,  and  to  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co. 
for  the  use  of  its  truck  and  men  in  unloading  and  trans- ' 
ferring  the  freight.    Thanks  are  also  due  L.  E.  Bradley  and  ; 
A.  L.  Desaulniers  for  advice,  and  to  Mr.  Bradley  for  the  use  - 
of  his  refrigerator  and  in  taking  care  of  the  freight  ship- 
ments.   Also  to  Mr.  0.  Micheli  for  the  use  of  his  truck  in  i 
transferring   goods   to   the   Globe   salesroom.  Valuable 
assistance  was  rendered  by  Geo.  W.  Taylor  and  E.  L.  Chapin,  , 
Mr.  Taylor  having  charge  of  the  Globe  sales,  and  Mr.  , 
Chapin  assisting  in  the  sales  at  the  Central  Street  store. 

With  the  sanction  of  the  selectmen,  the  committee  hasf 
turned  the  balance  of  the  receipts  from  sales  over  to  the^l 
Southbridge  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  to  help  in^carrying-f 
on  the  splendid  work  in  which  it  is  engaged  for  the  allevia- 
tion of  sickness  and  distress.  ' 

GEORGE  GRANT,  Chairman. 
N.  R.  BEECHER,  Secretary. 
GEORGE  W.  COREY,  Treasurer. 


Report  of  Fire  Engineers 


In  accordance  with  law  and  custom,  we  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920, 
showing  the  number  of  fires  we  responded  to,  the  value  of 
property  endangered  where  losses  occurred. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF 


VALUATION  OF  PROPERTY  UNDER  OUR 
SUPERVISION 


Buildings  and  fire  apparatus 

Fire  department  supplies 

Extra  small  tools 

Fire  alarm  system 

House  furniture  and  furnishing 


$91,700  00 

8,320  49 

123  00 

7,415  62 

1,347  55 


$108,906  66 

The  Town  accountant's  report  will  show  a  balance  of 
eighty-seven  cents. 

We  were  called  to  119  fires  in  all,  10  whistle  and  109 
still  alarms.  The  value  of  ])ropery  endangered :  buildings,' 
$100,250;  contents,  $92,550 :  total,  $192,800;  insurance  on' 
buildings,  $90,600;  insurance  on  contents,  $61,450;  total,' 
$152,050;  loss  on  buildings,  $17,300;  loss  on  contents,  $23,- 
888.58 :  total,  $41,188.58. 
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ROLL  CALL  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS 
Joseph  E.  Duchesneau,  Chief 
George  "W,  Laughnane,  Assistant  Chief 
Louis  Lamothe,  Assistant  Chief 
Willard  J.  Claflin,  Assistant  Chief 
John  J.  Hogan,  Assistant  Chief  and  Clerk 

PERMANENT  MEN 

Plenry  Lavoie 

Govan  J.  Wright 

George  A.  Laroehelle 

Oswald  Meunier  * 

George  Lamothe 

CALL  MEN— STEAMER  CO.  NO.  1 


Joseph  Brouillette,  Captain 
Isidor  Duchesneau,  Lieutenant 
Henry  Desaulniers 
Joseph  Morin 
Alfred  Langevin 
Michael  Maloney 

Napbleon  Garceau,  First  Substitute 
Leo  Brodeur,  Second  Substitute 

HOOK  AND  LADDER 
Joesph  Lucier,  Captrin 
John  B.  Casavant,  Lieutenant 
Leandre  Couture 
Oliver  Paul 
Wilbrod  Paul 
Felix  Lavallee 


Joseph  Ford 
Paul  Fon'.ainer 
Hermisdas  Duplessis 
Arthur  Durocher 
Hermisdas  Belanger 
Theophile  Lefebvre 


CO.  NO.  1 

Alfred  Boucher 
Arthur  McDonald 
Henry  Lamontagne 
Philias  Dufault 


HOSE  CO.  NO.  2 


Paul  Potvin,  Captain 
Plosea  Weld,  Lieutenant 
Frank  J.  Greenwood,  Engineer 
George  W.  Lavallee 
Ori^ene  Paul 


Paul  Degrenier 
Adelard  Dumas 
Louis  E.  Farland 
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^  ELECTRICIAN 
^  James  C.  Sangreii 

CHIEF  ENGINEER'S  REPORT 


Permits  to  sell  and  keep  explosives :  , 

F''ire'\vorl:s  11 

Explosives  10 

To  maipitaiji  public  garage  7 

INSPECTIONS 

Hotels  and  boarding  houses                                  _  14  ^ 

Tenement  houses,  etc.  900 

Private  garages  175 

Ambulance  calls  56 
•  ALARMS 


January  9th,  1920.'  Box  48— Alarm  10  A.  M.  Recall 
10.10  A.  M.  Six -tenement  house,  Charlton  and  Columbia 
Streets,  owned  by  Albert  E.  Bonnefte.  Cause,  smoking  in 
bed.  Insured. 

January  21st.  Box  41— Alarm  10.45  A.  M.  Recall 
12.00  M.  Three-tenement  house,  18  Coombs  Street,  owned 
by  Thomas  J.  Cahill.  Cause,  children  and  matches.  In- 
sured. 

May  2nd.  Box  34— Alarm  10.59  A.  M.  Recall  1  P.  M. 
Brick  block,  117  Main  Street,  owned  by  A.  A.  Allard.  Cause, 
overheated  stove  pipe.  Insured. 

May  28th.  Box  42— Alarm  4.16  P.  M.  Recall  5  P.  M. 
Dwelling  house,  Rock  Street,  owned  by  Prank  Lesnowski. 
Cause,*rags  behind  the  stove.  Insured. 

June  11th.  Box  45— Alarm  12.20  P.  M.  Recall  12.25 
P.  M.  26  Charlton  Street,  owned  by  Joseph  Lippe.  Cause, 
broken  gas  pipe.  Insured. 

August  13th.  Box  46—5.07  P.  M.  Recall  5.25  P.  M. 
Wooden  shed,  10  Lens  Street,  owned  by  Nazaire  Peloquin. 
Clause,  combustion.  Insured. 

August  13th.    Box  46— Alarm  5.07  P.  M.    Recall  5.25  P. 
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M.    Dwelling,  14  Lens  Street,  owned  by  Angelo  Ciere.| 
Cause,  combustion.  Insured. 

September  3rd.  Box  51— Alarm  11.29  A.  M.  Recalli 
12.19  P.  M.  .  Three-tenement  house,  40  Everett  Street,  owned 
by  Dr.  A.  C.  Tetrault^.  Cause,  spontaneous  combustion. 
Insured. 

November  10th.  Box  47— Alarm  10  A.  M.  Recall  10.15' 
A.  M.  Fire  in  6-tenement  house,  85  and  87  Worcester- 
Street,  owned  by  Albert  Bonnette.  Cause,  sparks  from- 
chimney.  Insured. 

Dec.  19th.  Box  24— Alarm  11.45  P.  M.  Recall  1  A.  M. 
Brick  building  at  3  West  Main  Street,  owned  by  J.  J.  Dele- 
hanty.    Partial  insurance. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  WE  THINK  NECESSARY  FOR 
THE  ENSUING  YEAR 

In  submitting  our  report  this  year  we  desire  to  call  at- 
tention to  drivers  of  all  vehicles  to  give  the  fire  apparatus 
the  right  of  way  going  to  fires.  This  is  important  and  we 
expect  co-operation  in  this  matter  from  all.  * 

We  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  all 
important  matter  of  not  allowing  qantities  of  rubbish  to 
accumulate  and  remain  in  cellars  or  back  yards.  Last  year 
40  per  cent  of  the  fires  were  from  this  cause.  We  have  been 
very  lenient  in  the  past  with  people  who  disregard  our  orders 
to  clean  up.  But  in  the  future,  drastic  measures  will  be 
taken  if  necessary  to  prevent  fires.  We  also  recommend  the 
cleaning  of  chimneys. 

We  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  need  of  more  hy-j 
drants  in  various  sections  of  the  town.    There  is  need  of" 
eleven  more,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  their  installation.. 
We  feel  it  will  be  of  interest  to  the  tax  payers  to  learn  thal^ 
we  have  not  paid  out  any  money  for  repairs  on  any  of  the  > 
apparatus  this  year.    At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Department,  the  voters  turned  over  the  old  ambulance  to  us, 
and  it  is  now  under  course  of  remodelling  and  when  com- 
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pleted  we  shall  have  a  chemical  combination  and  hose  wagon 
worth  five  thousand  ($5,000)  dollars,  and  the  expense  of  it 
will  not  exceed  four  hundred  ($400)  dollars.  This  amount 
will  be  for  material  and  equipment,  permanent  men  doing 
the  work.  It  will  carry  1,000  feet  of  hose.  This  will  be 
kept  at  Globe  Village  house.  We  know  this  will  give  better 
protection  at  this  section,  something  we  felt  in  need  of.  The 
drivers  will  reside  and  work  at  Globe  Village.  We  recom- 
mend an  appropriation  of  sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars  ($16,844.00).  This  will  take  care  of 
500  feet  of  new  hose,  the  new  truck  and  every  other  item  of 
expense  in  connection  with  the  department. 

We  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  voters  for  their 
cooperation  and  siipport  and  the  firemen  for  their  obedience 
and  good  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  E.  DUCHESNEAU,  Chief. 
WILLARD  J.  CLAFLIN,  Assistant  Chief. 
GEORGE  W.  LAUGHNANE,  Assistant  Chief. 
LOUIS  LAMOTHE,  Assistant  Chief. 
JOHN  J.  HOGAN,  Assistant  Chief  and  Clerk. 


Report  of  Police  Department 


To  tiu>  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  of  Soiithbridge : 
Gentlemen  :• — 

I  herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  the  annual 
report  for  the  year  ending-  December  31,  1920.  The  organ- 
ization of  the  Police  Department  at  the  close  of  the  fisca] 
year  was  as  follows :  '  • 

CHIEF 
Ulric  Brault 


Andrews  M.  Higgins 
Pierre  Cormier 
Patrick  Donnelly 
Joseph  Paquin 
Daniel  Blute 


PATROLMEN 

(leorge  Pitts 
Rodoljjhe  Lavigne 
Alpherie  Duplissis 
Honore  St.  Martin 


DESK  OFFICER  - 
Andrews  M.  Higgins 

JANITOR 
Joseph  Proulx 


Patrick  Donnelly 

Andrews  M.  Higgins 


CONSTABLES 

George  Fitts 
inric  Brault 


Duties  performed  by  the  Police  Department  during  the 
year  expiring  December  31,  1920 :  Total  of  arrests,  231  : 
arrests  on  warrants,  56 ;  without  warrants,  175 ;  males,  22.") : 
females,  6 ;  minors,  44 :  residents,  185 ;  non-residents,  46. 
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OFFENCES 

Assault  and  battery,  7 ;  adultery,  2 ;  admitting  minors  ijj 
}>ool  rooms,  2;  breaking-  and  entering,  28;  bastardy,  5;  dis- 
turbing the  peace,  7;  deserters  from  navy.  2;  gaming,  12 
drunkenness,  39;  highway  robbery,  1;  hindering  an  ofifieei 
1 ;  held  for  outside  police,  11  ;  larceny,  15;  malicious  poison 
ing,  1;  non-support,  10;  nuisance,  2;  obtaining  money  undo 
false  pretences,  1;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1;  riding  oi' 
freight    car,    4;    stubbornness,    3;    unlicensed    dogs,  25 
vagrants,  4 ;  peddling  without  a  license,  1 ;  violation  of  aut( 
laws,  36 ;  violation  of  liquor  Icuvs,  9  ;  violation  of  food  laws,  2 

DISPOSITION  OF  CASES 
Fined.  IIT ;  House  of  Correction,  13 ;  probation,  21 ;  ap 
pealed,  7 ;  made  restitution,  6 ;  held  for  grand  jury,  3 ;  con 
tinned  cases,  3;  nol-pros,  6;  held  for  outside  police,  11;  helc 
for  Superior  Court,  2;  released,  27;  placed  on  file,  9;  dis 
charged,  6 ;  married,  1. 

OCCUPATION 
Farmers,  15;  domestics,  4;  at  school,  12;  carpenters,  4 
ice  dealer,  1;  raerehar.ts,  8;  mill  hands,  7;  painters,  3;  fore- 
man, 5 ;  superintendent,  1 ;  machinists,  8 ;  grinders,  4 ;  insur  j 
ance  agent,  1 ;  chauffeurs,  3 ;  inn-keeper,  1 ;  bakers,  4 ;  pedJ, 
dlers,  5;  jobbers,  2;  masons,  2;  clerks,  4;  barbers,  4;  glass 
molders,  3 ;  show-man,  1 ;  chemist,  1 ;  doctor,  1 ;  firemen,  2 
salesman,  1 ;  watchman,  1 ;  U.  S.  Navy,  2 ;  laborers,  102 ;  nc 
position,  19. 

Number  of  lights  reported  out  during  the  year,  143. 
Number  of  doors  found  unlocked  reported  during  the  yeai;., 
25.  Number  of  accidents  reported  during  the  year,  23.. 
Value  of  property  lost  or  stolen  during  the  year  and  which; 
was  recovered,  $676.00.  Automobiles  reported  stolen  a  id 
recovered,  2. 

In  conclusion  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  extend  in 
behalf  of  the  Police  Department  and  myself  to  the  Hoij;  •- 
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able  Board  of  Selectmen  and  other  town  officials  our  most 
sincere  thanks  for  their  kindly  consideration  during  the 
year,  and  trust  that  the  accomplishment  of  the  department 
has  been  such  as  to  repay  them  for  their  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ITLRTC  BRAULT, 

Chief  of  Police. 

Southbridge,  December  81.  1920. 
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OP'FENCES 

Assault  and  battery,  7 ;  adultery,  2 ;  adniittiug  miuors  h. 
pool  rooms,  2;  breaking  and  entering,  28;  bastardy,  5;  dis": 
turbing  the  peace,  7;  deserters  from  navy,  2;  gaming,  12i 
drunkenness,  39;  highway  robbery,  1;  hindering  an  officeri 
1;  held  for  outside  police,  11;  larceny,  15;  malicious  poisoni 
ing,  1;  non-support,  10;  nuisaince,  2 ;  obtaining  money  mule:! 
false  pretences,  1 ;  receiving  stolen  goods,  1 ;  riding  oij 
freight  car,  4;  stubbornness,  3;  unlicensed  dogs,  25  ^ 
vagrants,  4 ;  peddling  without  a  license,  1 ;  violation  of  aut(> 
laws,  36;  violation  of  liquor  Unvs,  9  ;  violation  of  food  laws,  % 

DISPOSITION  OF  CASES 
Pined.  117;  Housv-  of  Correction,  13;  probation,  21;  ap 
pealed,  7;  made  restitution,  6;  held  for  grand  jury,  3;  coni 
tinned  cases,  3 ;  nol-pros,  6 ;  held  for  outside  police,  11 ;  held 
for  Superior  Court,  2 ;  released,  27 ;  placed  on  file,  9 ;  dis 
charged,  6 ;  married,  1. 

OCCUPATION 
Farmers,  15;  domestics,  4;  at  school,  12;  carpenters,  4 
ice  dealer.  1;  mereha^.ts,  8;  mill  hands,  7 ;  painters,  3;  fore- 
man, 5 ;  superintendent,  1 ;  machinists,  8  ;  grinders,  4  ;  insur- 
ance agent,  1 ;  chauffeurs,  3 ;  inn-keeper,  1 ;  bakers,  4 ;  ped- 
dlers, 5;  jobbers,  2;  masons,  2;  clerks,  4;  barbers,  4;  glass 
molders,  3  ;  show-man,  1 ;  chemist,  1 ;  doctor,  1 ;  firemen,  2 ; 
salesman,  1 ;  watchman,  1 ;  U.  S.  Navy,  2 ;  laborers,  102 ;  no 
position,  19. 

Number  of  lights  reported  out  during  the  year,  143. 
Number  of  doors  found  unlocked  reported  during  the  yeai^j^ 
25.  Number  of  accidents  reported  during  the  year,  28. 
Value  of  property  lost  or  stolen  during  the  year  and  which 
was  recovered,  $676.00.  Automobiles  reported  stolen  and 
recovered,  2.  v 
.  In  conclusion  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  extend  m 
behalf  of  the  Police  Department  and  myself  to  the  Honor-> 
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able  Board  of  Selectmen  and  other  town  officials  our  most 
sincere  thanks  for  their  kindly  consideration  during  the 
year,  and  trust  that  the  accomplishment  of  the  department 
has  been  such  as  to  repay  them  for  their  interest. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ULRTC  BRAULT, 
I  Chief  of  Police. 

I Southbridge,  December  Ml.  ]920. 


Report  of  Chief  Fire  Warden 


There  were  three  forest  fires  during  the  year,  without 
much  damage.  I  wish  to  thank  the  assistant  fire  wardens 
for  their  assistance. 

FIRE  WARDENS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1920 
Dennie  Langevin  Adelard  Bouchard 

Jules  Livernois  Louis  Pontbriand 

Joseph  Payant  Hilaire  Cournoyer 

The  State  Forester  has  divided  our  town  into  six  sec- 
tions, for  each  of  which  one  fire  w^ar(ftn  w^ill  be  appointed, 
thus  lessening  the  number  of  wardens  to  be  appointed. 

Respectfully. 

AIMEE  LANGEVIN, 

Chief  Fire  Warden. 


REPORT  OF  AN  AUDIT 

OF 

The  Accounts  of  the  Town 
of  Southbridge 

For  the  Year  Ending  Dec.  31,  1920 

Hade  in  accordance  with  the  Provisions  of  Chapter  598, 
Acts  of  1910  and  a  vote  of  the  town. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
BUREAU  OF  STATISTICS 

STATE  HOUSE,  BOSTON 

February  27,  1920. 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Mr.  Wilfred  J.  Lamoureiix, '  Chairman, 
Southbridge,  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen : 

I  submit  herewith  an  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  town 
of  Southbridge  for  the  year  1919  made  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  598  of  the  Acts  of  1910,  as 
amended. 

This  report  is  in  the  form  of  a  report  made  to  me  by 
Mr.  Edward  II.  Pen  ten, ^  Chief  Examiner  of  this  Division, 
who  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work. 

Vory  truly  yours, 

T  EODORE  N.  WADDELL. 

Director  of  Accounts. 
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reported  payments  to  the  treasurer  were  verified  by  coir 
parison  with  the  treasurer's  books. 

While  engaged  in  making  the  audit,  I  received  the  usui 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  several  town  officials,  and,  o:- 
behalf  of  my  assistants  and  for  myself,,  I  wish  to  expresj 
to  them  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  received  and  th 
assistance  rendered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDW.  H.  FENTON, 

Chief  Examiner 


RECONCILIATION  OF  TREASURER'S  CASH 

Cash  balance  Jan.  1,  1919,  $48,825  16 

Receipts  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31,  1919,       516,627  92 


$565,483  Ok 

Payments  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31,  1919,   $519,765  67 
•Cash  balance  Dec.  31,  1919,  45,717  41 


$565,483  Oi 


Bank  balance  Dec.  31,  1919, 

per  bank  statement,  $12,335  49 

Certificate  of  deposit,  35,000  00 

Cash  in  office  Dec.  31,  1919,  231  00 


$47,566  41 


Balance  Dec.  31,  1919, 

per  cash  book,  $45,717  41 

Outstanding  checks — per  list,  1,849  08 


$47,566  41 

TAXES  1915 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919,  $21  5^ 
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Paid  treasurer,  $21  52 

INTEREST— TAXES  1915 
Collected,  $2  92 

Paid  treasurer,  $2  92 

TAXES  1916 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919,  $252  66 

Paid  treasurer  1919,  '        $86  88 

Overpayment  to  treasurer  1918  (adjusted)  15  91 
Abatements,  134  00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919,  per  list  14  00 

Due  from  collector,  1  87 


$252  66 

t 

INTEREST— TAXES  1916 
Due  from  collector  Jan.  1,  1919,  $8  21 

Paid  treasurer,  $8  21 

TAXES  1917 

Outstanding  Jan.  1,  19i9,  $7,214  25 

Due  from  collector  Jan.  1,  1919,  183  90 

Interest  credited  as  taxes,  23  54 

, Abatement  after  payment,  8  00 

J  Overpayment,                                  ^  20 

i  $7,429  89 

Paid  treasurer,  $5,577  20 

Abatements,  1,068  00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919,  per  list  *  745  91 

Unlocated  difference,  2  88 

Due  from  collector  Dec.  31,  1919,  35  90 


$7,429  89 


INTEREST— TAXES  1917 
Due  from  collector  Jan.  1,  1919,  $6  60 
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Collected  1919,  552  04 

$558  61, 

Paid  treayiirer,  $535  10 

Interest  credited  as  taxes  23  54 


$558  64 

TAXES  1918 
Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919.  $29,780  50 

Excise  tax,  1,655  52 


$31,436  02 

Paid  treasurer,  $25,^199  21 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919— i^r  list,  4,385  15 
Unlocated  difference,  38 
Due  from  collector  Dec.  31,  1919,  1,851  28 


$31,436  02 

INTEREST— TAXES  1918 
Due  from  collector  Jan.  1,  1919,        '      $19  78 
Collected  1919,  804  77 


Paid  treasurer,  _  $678  09 

Due  from  collector  Dec' 31,  1919,  146  46 


TAXES  1919 

Commitment,  ^  $241,086  00 

December  commitment,  310  25 

Excise  tax,  1,244  25 

Overpayment,  4  39 

Over-abatement,  50 

Unlocated  difference,  73 


$242,646  12 
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Paid  treasurer,  $214,631  29 

Abatements,  199  63 

\  Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919— per  list,  27,705  07 

Due  from  collector  Dec.  31,  1919,  110  13 


$242,646  12 

INTEREST— TAXES  1919 
Collected,  $49  72 

Paid  treasurer,  $48  43 

Due  from  collector  Dec.  31,  1919,  1  29 


$49  72 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS 
Outstanding  January  1,  1919,  $398  00 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919— per  list,  $398  00 

STREET  OILING  ASSESSMENTS  1916 
Outstanding  January  1,  1919,  $477  85 

Overpayments  (adjusted),  13  76 


$491  61 


Paid  treasurer,  $45  50 

Outstanding  Dec.  31.  1919— per  list,  446  11 


$491  61 

APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1918 
Outstanding  January  1,  1919,  $59  68 

Due  from  collector  Jan.  1,  1919,  45  99 


$105  67 

Paid  treasurer  $87  42 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919— per  list,  18  25 


$105  67 

COMMITTED  INTEREST— SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1918 
Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919,  $10  26 
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Paid  treasurer,  $7  22 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919— per  list,  3  04 


$10  2 

APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1919 
Commitment,  -  $231  3' 

Paid  treasurer,  $45  61 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919— per  list,  155  32 

Due  from  treasurer  Dec.  31,  1919,  30  41 


$231  3^ 

COMMITTED  INTEREST  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  191^ 
Commitment,  $26  58 

Paid  treasurer,  $0  57 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919— per  list  22  97 

Due  from  collector,  Dec.  31,  1919,  3  04 


$26  58 

UNAPPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS 
Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919,  $1,152  30 

Commitment,  2,745  33 


Paid  treasurer,  $1,251  32 

Outstanding  Dec.  31,  1919— per  list       2,646  31 


$3,897  63 


$3,897  65 


CEMETERY  CASH  ACCOUNT 

Receipts : 

Perpetual  care,  $310  00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  235  00 

Opening  graves,  165  00 

Annual  care,  12  00 

Grading  lot,  9  00 
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Damage  to  property  5  00 


$736  00 


'iPaid  treasurer : 

Perpetual  care,  $310  00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  180  00 

Opening  graves,  135  00 

Annual  care,  12  00 

Grading  lot,  9  00 

Damage  to  property,  5  00 


Cash  on  hand  (paid  treas.  Jan.  9,  1920). 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  $55  0 

Opening  grave,  30  00 


$651  00 


85  00 


$736  00 

RECONCILIATION  CEMETERY  DEPT.  ACCOUNTS 
Outstanding  Jan.  1,  1919 : 
Perpetual  care,  $145  00 

Lots  and  graves,  228  00 

Opening  graves,  *         73  00 

Annual  care,  6  00 


$452  00 


lharges  1919: 

Perpetual  care,  $450  00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  328  00 

Opening  graves,  180  00 

Annual  care,  12  00 

Grading  lot,  9  00 

Damages  to  property,  5  00 


$984  00 


$1,436  00 


80  ANNUAL  REPORTS 

Paid  treasurer,  $651  00 
Cancelled : 

Perpetual  care,  $125  00 

Sale  of  lot,  25  00 


$150 


Outstauding  Dec.  31,  1919 : 

Perpetual  care,  $160  00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  296  00 

Opening  graves,  88  00 

Annual  care,  6  00 


$550 


Cash  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1919, 


$i,4H<; 


SINKING  FUND 

Cash       Savings       Securities  Totai 
Deposits 

On  hand  at 

beginning  of        '  .  i 

year  $17,00d  48  $16,000  00  $33,000  ' 
On  hand  at 

end  of  year  $320  00    $18,027  44    $16,000  00  $34,347 
Receipts  Payments 
Income,                 $1,346  96     Savings  deposits,  $1,026  ! 

Cash  on  hand  at 

end  of  year,  *$320  < 

Total,  $1,346  96  Total,  $1,346  ! 
^Included  in  general  cash. 

ALEXIS  BOYER,  Jr.,  SCHOOL  FUND 

Savings  Deposits  Tot 
On  hand  at  beginning  of  year,  $200  00       $200  ( 

On  hand  at  end  of  year,  209  09       $209  ( 
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Receipts  Payments 
Income,  $9  09      Savings  Deposit.         $9  09 

Total.  $9  09    Total,  $9  09 

MARY  MYNOTT  LIBRARY  FUND 

Savings  Deposits  Total 
On  hand  at  beginning  of  year.  $1,043  80  $1,043  80 
On  hand  at  end  of  year,  $1,000  00       $1,000  00 

Receipts  Payments 
Withdrawn  from  savings         Transferred  to  library  $91  28 

banks,  $43  80 

Income,  47  48 

Total.  $91  28      Total,  $91  28 

CEMETERY  PERPETUAL  CARE  FUNDS 

Cash       Savings       Secunties  Total 
Deposits 
On  hand  at 
beginning  of 

year  $21,670  93    $5,000  00    $26,670  93 

On  hand  at 
end  of 

year  $490  00    $18,670  93    $8,000  00    $27,160  i)3 

Receipts  Payments 

Withdrawn  from  Purchase  of  «e- 

savings  banks  $3,000  00  curities,               $3,000  00 

Income,  1,240  42  Care  of  lots,           1.240  42 

Perpetual  care  de-  Cash  on  hand  at 

posits  310  00     end  of  year,  *$490  00 

Lots  and  graves  180  00  >  , 

j Total,                  '  $4,730  42  "  Total.                 $4,730  42 

(^Included  in  General  Cash. 
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Report  of  Town  Clerk 


Vital  statistics  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1920 : 


Number  of  marriages  188 

Number  of  deaths  182 

Number  of  births  394 

Number  of  dogs  licensed  in  1919 : 

Males  396 

Females  44 

Breeders  2 


ResfT^ctfully  submitted, 

W.  W.  BUCKLEY, 

Town  Clerk. 
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Report  of  Board  of  Assessors 


Tke  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge  submit  the 
following  report  for  the  year  1920. 
Appropriations  voted  March  meeting  $286,658  23 
Appropriations  voted  April  meeting        9,500  00 
Appropriations  voted  Aug.  meeting       10,000  00 


$306,158  23 

State  tax  30,639  40 

State  tax  of  $3.00  on  each  poll  assessed  11,016  00 

County  tax  12,581  00 

State  Highway  tax  522  89 

Auditmg  municipal  accounts  403  24 

Overlayings  3,575  93 


Total  $364,896  69 

Less  estimated  revenue  $30,000  00 

Transfer  from  excess  and  deficiency  10,000  00 

State  income  tax  7,325  45 

Educational  fund  5,000  00 


$52,325  45 


Total  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxes  for  the  year 

1920  "  $312,571  24 

Valuation  real  estate  April  1,  1920       $72,299  49 
rax  on  real  estate  190,870  61 

jValuation  on  personal  property 
i  April  1,  1920  $36,379  30 

pax  on  personal  property  96,041  30 
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Valuation  resident  bank  stock  $2,764  90 

Tax  on  resident  bank  stock  $7,299  3& 

Number  polls  assessed  April  1,  1920     3,672  at  $5   18.360  OU 


Total  valuation  April  1,  1920  $111,443  69 

Total  taxes  assessed  $312,571  2-? 

Valuation  non-resident  shareholders  of 

National  Bank  stock  $63,510  00 

Tax  on  non-resident  bank  stock  $1,676  Ql 

Sewer  apportionments,  assessed  339  5( 


Total  warrant  to  collector  $314,587  31 

SUPPLEMENTARY  ASSESSMENT  DEC.  20,  1920 
Valuation  real  estate  $5,490  00 

Tax  on  real  estate  $144  9^ 

Valuation  on  personal  property  $22,390  00 

Tax  on  personal  property  591  1( 

Additional  polls  assessed  68  at  $5.00  :^40  0( 


Amount  of  warrant  to  collector  Dec.  20,  1920  $1,076  0^ 

Total  amount  to  collector  for  1920  315,663  4^ 

Total  valuation  Dec.  31,  1920  11,172,249  0(  1 

Rate  per  thousand            '  26  4(  i 

Respectfully  submitted,  j 

PHILIAS  F.  X.  CASAVANT, 
WILLIAM  H.  McGILPIN, 
AJSTTOINE  FARLAND, 

Board  of  Assessors. 
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Report  of  Highway  Surveyor 

YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st.  1920 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  the 
ToAvn  of  Southbridge : 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report,  as  Highway  Surveyor, 
for  the  year  eroding  Dec.  31st,  1920.  You  will  be  able  to  con- 
sider from  the  following  list  of  appropriations,  expenditures 
and  balances  that  the  funds  appropriated  were  practically 
all  spent.  In  fact,  many  appropriations  did  not  prove  suf- 
ficient. The  labor  had  to  be  divided  sparingly  on  account  of 
the  high  cost  compared  with  the  funds,  and  no  permanent 
'epairs  could  possibly  be  made.  Filling  holes,  scraping, 
grading,  cleaning,  repairing  dangerous  places  caused  by  the 

ce  and  washouts  was  all  the  schedule  of  the  work. 

However,  in  spite  of  many  difficulties,  I  have  endeavored 

0  d6vote  my  time  and  energy  to  the  best  advantage  of  our 

own,  dividing  the  money  so  as  to  give  one  and  all  the  benefit 

>f  the  appropriations. 


Account 

Appropriation  Expended 

Balance 

Permanent  roads 

$4,081  25  $4,081  56 

$0  19 

bridges 

550  00 

549  53 

47 

Udewalk  repairs 

2,919  20 

2,918  72 

48 

tailings 

400  00 

399  77 

23 

lanitary  cleaning 

1,350  00 

1,349  96 

04 

reneral  cleaning 

2,000  00 

1,999  64 

36 

Iain  and  Hamilton  st. 

cleaning  1,600  00 

1,599  83 

17 

lechanic  st.  sp. 

2,000  00 

1,999  57 

43 

Iain  St.  sp. 

2,000  00 

1,999  82 

18 

>iling  streets 

2,500  00 

2,494  49 

5  51 
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Forest  fires  500  00      237  20     262  ! 

Highways  22,691  50  22,689  70        1  !• 

SUBDIVISIONS  ON  THE  HIGHWAYS 


Salaries 

$1,800 

00 

Snow,  ice 

6,419 

17 

Washouts 

2,056 

56 

Scraping 

2,028 

74 

Culverts 

1,285 

28 

General  repairs,  filling,  etc. 

5,417 

04 

Watering  troughs 

111 

63 

Repairing  steam  roller 

594 

27 

Supplies  ,miscellaneous 

206 

08 

Engineering 

19 

50 

;5>anitarf  cleaning 

289 

25 

General  cleaning 

626 

25 

Paving  roads 

668 

95 

Main  and  Hamilton 

875 

00 

Main  st.  cleaning 

219 

98 

S.  repairs 

72 

00 

Total  $22,689  ' 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Selectmen,  all  other  officers,  and  8 
the  citizens  of  the  town  for  their  consideration  and  assis 
ance  on  my  work. 

Respectfully  yours, 

AIMEE  LANGEVIN, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


/ 


Report  of  Tax  Collector 


1920  TAXES 

Assessors'   warrant  •  $315,362  99 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1^20  $279,673  69 

Abatement  to  Dec.  31,  1920  1,420  30 


281,093  99 

Balance  outstanding  Jan.  1,  1921  $34,269  00 

1919  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1920  $27,814  47 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1920  22,695  05 


Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1921  $5,119  42 

1918  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1920  $6,236  81 

•Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1920  $6,164  11 


Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1921«  $75  39 

1917  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1920  $784  69 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1920  ^  $784  69 

1916  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1920      '  $15  87 

Collected  to  Dec.  31,  1920  15  87 

Respectfully  yours, 

E.  E.  GABREE,  Collector. 


Report  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge : 

In  making  our  report  for  the  past  year,  we  feel  that  we 
wish  to  put  more  stress  on  our  recommendations  for  1921 
than  usual.  Our  applications  for  1920  in  regard  to  outside 
aid  were  normal  and  up  to  January  of  the  present  year  we 
had  not  felt  the  depressing  conditions  that  surrounding 
towns  have  been  through. 

The  mothers'  aid  division  has  increased,  although  not  in 
proportion  to  towns  of  corresponding  population. 

We  have  made  a  strenuous  effort  by  prosecution  to 
stop  wife  and  family  desertions  and  have  secured  several 
convictions  in  the  local  court.  Violators  of  this  law  will  be 
dealt  with  severely  from  now  on. 

The  local  almshouse,  in  our  opinion,  after  a  careful 
study  of  the  situation,  should  be  abolished  and  Southbridge 
become  a  part  of  the  proposed  Worcester-Hampden  Farm 
Association,  whose  by-laws  we  include  in  our  report. 

The  Palmer  farm  is  well  located,  has  modern  buildings 
and  our  people  can  be  much  better  cared  for  than  in  our 
own  almshouse.  If  we  do  not  enter  into  an  agreement  of 
this  kind,  we  must  spend  at  least  sixty-five  hundred  dollars 
($6,500)  to  put  our  own  buildings  in  condition  to  pass  inspec- 
!  tion.  This  board,  with  the  boards  of  other  towns,  have  put 
a  great  deal  of  time  into  this  proposition,  and  we  ask  your 
careful  consideration. 

Dr.  Jos.  E.  Donais  has  been  reappointed  town  physician, 
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and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph.  N.  Payant  have  agreed  to  remain 
at  the  farm  for  the  coming  year.    We  wish  to  thank  the  ' 
citizens  and  the  town  officials  for  their  hearty  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EUGENE  MATTE,  Chairman. 
GEO.  H.  HAETWELL,  JR.,  Clerk, 
NARCISSE  PELOQUIN. 


INVENTORY  AT  ALMSHOUSE,  DECEMBER  7,  1920 


Class  1 : 

14  head  of  catties  $1,265  00 

1  pair  gray  horses  600  00 

22  pigs  -               194  00 

59  fowls  and  chickens  103  86 


$2,162  86 

Class  2: 

Hay,  grain  and  feed  '  $957  80 

Class  3: 

Fuel  525  00 

Class  4: 

Vegetables  201  95 

Class  5 : 

Meat,  flour  and  tobacco  235  02 

Class  6 : 

226y2  quarts  preserves  $113  25 

Groceries  56  60 


$169  85.; 


Class  7:  I 
Furniture,  crockery,  tinware,  farm- 
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ing  tools,  auto  truck 


3,324  58 


Grand  Total 


$7,577  06 


ARSENE  GIRARD, 
JOHN  HALPIN, 
ARTHUR  HARWOOD, 


Appraisers. 


BY  -  LAWS 


By  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  us  by  our  respective 
;owus,  at  the  meeting  aforesaid,  and  to  carry  out  the  interest 
)f  our  said  tov^-ns,  v^^e  do  hereby  fornr  ourselves  into  an  asso- 
ciation for  the  purpose  of  caring  for  the  poor  of  our  respect- 
ve  towns,  to  be  known  as  the  Worcester-Hampden  Farm 
Association. 

Article  1,  The  association  shall  be  formed  for  a  period 
►f  five  years  with  the  privilege  of  five  years  more. 

Article  2.  The  plant  shall  be  managed  by  the  Board  of 
)verseers  of  the  Poor  for  the  towTis  forming  the  association. 

Article  3.  The  poor  of  the  towns  interested,  requiring 
uU  support,  shall  be  maintained  at  the  plant  selected,  ex- 
ept  the  violent  and  uncontrollable  insane. 

Article  4.  The  expense  of  maintaining  the  poor  at  this 
lace  shall  be  divided  among  the  respective  towns  according 
)  the  number  of  weeks'  board  furnished  the  poor  belonging 
)  each  town  except  the  expense  of  rental  of  the  farm  and 
-arden's  salary,  which  shall  be  paid  by  the  several  towns  in 
le  association  according  to  the  assessed  valuation  as  deter- 
jned  by  the  Assessors  for  the  year  1920. 

Article  5.  In  case  of  death,  the  warden  shall  notify,  at 
ice.  the  town  to  which  the  deceased  person  belongs,  who 
lall  care  for  and  bury  said  person  at  its  expense. 

Article  6.  The  board  of  management,  under  this  agree- 
ent.  shall  employ  a  suitable  physician  to  attend  and  care 
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for  all  paupers  committed  to  this  farm  when  sick,  and  thei 
expense  thereof,  including  all  needed  medicines,  shall  be 
charged  as  expense  as  in  Article  4. 

Article  7.  Any  town  desiring  to  join  the  association  i 
may  do  so  by  a  vote  of  the  association. 

Article  8.  ! 

Section  1.    The  association  shall  begin  t 

 and  the  annual  reports  shall  be  made  the 

first  day  of  January  of  every  year  thereafter. 

Section  2.    The   association   shall  have   authority  to  i 
make  contracts  for  the  lease  of  real  estate  and  personal  prop*, 
erty,  to  be  used  on  the'  plant  of  the  association,  such  eon- 
tract  to  be  in  accordance  with  these  By-Laws.  i 

Section  3.  The  association  hereby  select  the  Palmer  i 
Poor  Farm  as  the  plant  of  the  association,  for  the  term  of  ^ 
five  years  with  the  privilege  of  five  years  more  if  desired.  ; 

, '  Article  9.  Each  town  shall  hold  interest  in  the  per-'^ 
sonal  property  in  proportion  to  their  total  valuation.  .j^ 

Article  10.  The  officers  shall  include  a  chairman,  secre-4 
tary  and  treasurer,  to  be  elected  annually  by  the  manageJi 
ment.  m 

Article  11.    Meetings  shall  be  held  once  a  month  fo 
the  transaction  of  all  business. 

Article  to  be  inserted  in  town  warrant : 

"To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  or  instrud 
the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  become  a  part  of  the  Worceste]( 
Hampden  Farm  Association  according  to  the  By-La^w 
attached." 


1920  VALUATION  OP  TOWNS 
Brimfield  $946,250 
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Wales 

Wilbraham 

Ludlow 

Monson 

Palmer 

Southbridge 


359,407 
2,120,623 
8,427,628 
2,090,308 
9,683,698 
11,144,369 


Report  of  Board  of  Health 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  Board  of  Health,  Philias  S.  Caron,  J.  E.  Donais,  M.  D., 
and  Alfred  J.  Peloquin,  organized  as  follows :  Philias  S. 
Caron,  Chairman,  Alfred  J.  Peloquin,  Clerk.  Monthly 
meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year. 

Following  is  the  contagious  diseases  reported : 


Anterior  poliomyelitis  1 

Chicken  pox  6 

Diphtheria  5 

German  measles  2 

Opthalmia  neonatorum  2 

Influenza  32 
Lobar  pneumonia                               .  40 

Measles  14 

Scarlet  fever  6 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  9 

Other  forms  tuberculosis  3 

Whooping  cough  3 

Typhoid  fever  3 


126 

We  believe  that  the  town  has  been  free  from  any  form 
of  epidemic  and  has  been  very  fortunate  in  this  matter. 

This  year  Dr.  F  .W.  Edwards  and  other  citizens  came 
Iprward  and  offered  to  buy  a  new  ambulance  for  the  town, 
which  is  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Health.  This  new 
machine,  a  ''Cunningham  Ambulance"  was  delivered  to  the 
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town  without  cost  in  the  fall  and  the  town  now  has  ji 
up-to-date  easy  riding  ambulance.    The  other  ambulan- 
was  by  vote  of  the  town  at  a  special  meeting  turned  over 
the  Fire  Department. 


Following  is  the  list  of  deaths  during  the  year : 


Diseases  of  the  heart 

14 

Diseases  of  the  brain 

12 

Cancer 

13 

Lobar  pneumonia 

10 

Broncho  pneumonia 

3 

Influenza-pneumonia 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

Diabetes 

6 

5 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 

4 

Cholera  infantum 

1 

Anterior  poliomyelitis 

1 

Suicide 

1 

Accidental 

5 

Diphtheria 

1 

Premature  birth 

8 

Still-born 

15 

111  defined 

•3 

All  other  diseases 

31 

Total 

137 

Males 

69 

Females 

67 

Unknown 

1 

Total 
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Deaths  by  months : 

January                       18           July  11 

February                      10          August  8 

March                          17           September  12 

April                           14           October  •  12 

May                              7           November  12 

June                              3           December  13 

Total  137 

Following  will  be  found  the  reports  ot  the  Agent,  Public 

Health  Nurse,  Milk  Inspector  and  Plumbing  Inspector. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PHILIAS  S.  CARON, 
ALFRED  J.  PELOQUIN, 
'    JOSEPH  E.  DONAIS,  M.  D., 

Board  of  Health. 


AGENT'S  REPORT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1920. 

Houses  placarded  for  contagious  diseases  12 
Houses  disinfected  after  contagious  diseases  4 

Garbage  complaints  received  178 

Rubbish  nuisances  received  23 

I         Dump  nuisances  received  10 

I         Tard  nuisances  received  17 

Fowl  nuisances  received  4 

Swine  nuisances  received  8 

Cesspool  nuisance  received  1 

Privy  nuisance  received  1 

Dead  animal  nuisance  received  1 

Plumbing  nuisance  received  1 

Unclean  store  nuisances  received  5 

Wells  investigated  and  water  examined  5 
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These  complaints  were  investigated  and  where  nuisances 
were  found  they  were  ordered  abated. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  and  the  public  for  their  part  of 
the  work  to  promote  better  health  conditions  amongst  the 
people  of  the. town. 

Respectfully, 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN, 

Agent  of  Board  of  Health. 


REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 

To  the  Southbridge  Board  of  Health. 
Gentlemen : — 

The  second  annual  report  of  the  Public  Health  Nurse  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1920,  is  hereby  submitted. 

1526  advisory  visits  were  made.  Tubercular  visits  431. 
including  active,  suspicious,  contacts,  and  arrested  cases. 
The  good  results  from  Sanatorium  treatment  and  tli<' 
dangers  of  infection  are  impressed  upon  the  patient. 

The  nurse  attended  50  clinics  at  the  ToAvn  Hall  on  Mon- 
day evenings.  34  patients  were  examined.  6  were  found 
to  be  active,  10  suspicious,  and  18  non  tubercular.  Special 
endeavor  has  been  made  to  visit  all  persons  who  have  been 
exposed  to  tuberculosis  and  try  to  persuade  them  to  have  a 
physical  examination  at  least  once  a  year.  In  this  way  the 
spread  of  the  disease  can  be  prevented  and  by  early 
diagnosis  and  proper  treatment  patients  can  become  ar- 
rested cases. 

Visits  on  contagious  and  infectious  diseases : — Typhoid 
fever  14,  scarlet  fever  30,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  11, 
anterior  poliomyelitis  4,  influenza  48.  Instruction  was  given 
in  the  care  of  the  patient,  including  bedside  disinfection  aa 
terminal  fumigation  had  been  discontinued  by  the  Board  of 
Health. 
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Prenatal  visits  181.  Each  prospective  mother  was  advised 
in  regard  to  diet,  bathing,  fresh  air,  rest,  etc.  Special  stress 
being  laid  upon  the  importance  of  consulting  a  physician  at 
once.  The  address  of  each  person  was  sent  to  the  Director. 
Division  of  Hygiene,  and  a  prenatal  letter  was  received 
I  each  month  and  postnatal  letters  until  the  baby  was  a  year 
old. 

Postnatal  visits  482.  These  were  made  for  the  purpose 
lof  instructing  the  mother  in  the  value  of  breast  feeding  and 
I  the  general  care  of  the  baby.  Mothers  may  bring  their 
babies  to  the  Town  Hall  each  afternoon  from  3  to  5  for 
weighing.  Literature  on  Infant  care  and  diet  sheets  from 
birth  to  6  years  of  age  may  be  obtained. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Womans  Club,  Mothereraft  was 
taught  b}'  the  Public  Health  Nurse  during  the  summer  two 
afternoons  a  week  at  School  and  Central  Streets  play- 
Igrounds.  The  girls  enrolled  in  these  classes  v\ere  from  ten 
Ito  fourteen  years  of  age.  Ten  lectures  Avere  given,  which 
included  public  and  personal  hygiene  and  the  care  and 
feeding  of  babies.  A  large  sized  doll  and  utensil^  for  making 
up  formulas  were  used  for  demonstrations.  At  the  end  of 
ithe  season  a  quiz  was  given,  and  it  was  evident  that  much 
fnterest  had  been  taken  in  the  class  work.  64  girls  received 
^iiplomas. 

Health  Crusade  literature  was  introduced  on  the  other 
.^rounds.  This  consisted  of  ten  health  chores  to  be  put  into 
bractice  daily. 

School  visits  311.    These  visits  included  follow  up  work 
,)f  the  defects  found  by  the  physician  at  the  time  of  examin- 
ation, and  also  children  that  have  been  absent  from  school 
or  sickness.    Parents  were  urged  to  take  the  child  to  a 
.)hysician  for  advice  and  treatment.    Special  appeal  being 
*nade  that  the  parent  realize  the  necessity  of  proper  food, 
est,  fresh  air,  and  sunshine. 
Several  class  room  inspections  have  been  made  for  con- 
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tagious  and  infectious  diseases,  pediculosis,  cleanliness,  ano 
the  care  of  the  teeth. 

180  children  were  weighed  and  measured.  Children  thai, 
were  found  underweight  for  age  and  height  were  instructec' 
how  to  attain  a  normal  condition. 

Health  talks  have  been  given  in  the  class  rooms,  ancj 
health  literature  given  to  the  children  to  learn  and  practice* 
daily.  Several  grades  have  been  enrolled  as  HealtH 
Crusaders. 

The  nurse  assisted  at  the  examination  of  180  pupils. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STELLA  R.  HAZELTON,  R.  N., 

Board  of  Health  Nurse  t 

MILK  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

■ 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health.  [ 
I  hereby  render  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December) 
31,  1920. 

I  have  during  the  year  issued  the  following  licenses: 
Licenses  granted  to  peddlers  36 
Licenses  granted  to  stores  2 
Permits  granted  to  sell  oleomargarine  15 
I  have  deposited  with  the  Town  Treasurer  the  sum  of. 
$26.50  received  for  these  licenses  and  permits. 

But  very  few  complaints  have  been  received  about  the< 
quality  of  milk  sold  in  town,  samples  have  been  taken  and. 
examined  and  in  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  bring  anyonei 
to  court. 

One  dealer  has  this  year  been  delivering  pasteurized  milto 
which  gives  the  public  a  chance  to  buy  milk  that  is  practi- 
cally free  from  disease  bearing  bacteria;  this  is  a  move  in 
the  right  direction  if  milk  is  tq^  be  handled  by  dealers. 

Again  I  must  call  to  your  attention  the  practice  of  leaving- 
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the  full  milk  bottle  after  delivery  in  the  sun  or  in  a  place 
where  it  will  become  dirty,  as  this  is  a  sure  w^ay  to  make 
sour  milk,  it  should  be  taken  into  the  house  and  placed  in 
a  cold  place. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  farmers  and  dealers  for  their  efforts 
to  give  the  people  of  the  town  clean  and  pure  milk. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN 

Inspector  of  Milk. 


PLUMBING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health. 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Plumbing  Inspector  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1920. 

During  the  year  I  iiave  issued  40  permits  to  install  plumb- 
ing work,  they  are  classified  as  follows : 


New 

Old 

Total 

Residence 

1 

11 

12 

2  Tenement 

2 

8 

10 

3  Tenement 

0 

2 

2 

4  Tenement 

0 

2 

2 

6  Tenement 

0 

1 

1 

Factories 

0 

4 

4 

Churches 

1 

0 

1 

Stores 

0 

1 

1 

lotel 

0 

1 

1 

Business  Blocks 

0 

2 

2 

Bowling  alleys 

1 

0 

1 

aarage 

1 

0 

1 

3diool 

0 

1 

1 

6 

34 

40 

Most  of  these  were  for  additional  fixtures  in  old  buildings 
IS  there  has  been  but  little  new  building  this  year. 
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These  buildings  had  the  following  fixtures  installed : 

Water  Closets  7( 

Sinks  5^ 

Baths  34 

Bowls  4c 

Wash  trays  1( 

Urinals 

Refrigerators  ] 

Dentist  Spittoon  ] 

On  this  work  I  have  made  the  following  inspections, 

Water  tests  3(1 
Other  inspections 

Final  tests  37 

Following  is  the  number  of  houses  connected  with  th( 
public  sewer  and  to  cesspools  during  the  year. 

New         Old  Tota; 

With  Sewer                                  4              15  li 

With  Cesspool                               0               5  f 

Respectfully,  - 

ALFRED  R.  BROWN, 

Inspector  of  Plumbing 
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Report  of 
Trustees  of  the  Library 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

TRUSTEES  OF  JACOB  EDWARDS  LIBRARY 
George  Grant  *John  M.  Cochran 

Fred  E.  Corbin  Francis  L.  Chapin 

Louis  0.  Rieutord  John  E.  Paige 

Henry  Tetranlt 

For  the  Town  For  the  Fund 

*Died  September  25 

LIBRARIAN 
Ella  E.  Miersch 

ASSISTANTS 

Mabel  W.  Plimpton  Katherine  Wheeler 

JANITOR 

Romnaldo  di  Bonaventura 

LIBRARY  HOURS 
Week  days,  except  January  1,  Memorial  Day,  Fourth  of 
July,  Labor  Day,   Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christmas : — 
10  to  12  a.  m.,  2  to  5.30;  6.30  to  9  p.  m. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 

The  circulation  of  the  library  during  the  year  has  reached 
55,299,  a  slight  gain  over  1919.  The  percentage  of  circula- 
tion in  the  various  classes  remained  much  the  same  as  last 
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year,  with  a  rather  larger  increase  in  the  nse  of  technical 
books  and  books  of  travel. 

The  library  now  contains  24,093  volumes.  Among  the 
additions  have  been  a  number  of  notable  biographies,  includ-' 
ing  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  his  time"  by  Bishop,  ''The 
Americanization  of  Edward  Bok",  Watterson's  "Marse 
Henry",  Margot  Asquith's  "Autobiography".  Other  books 
worth  noting  are  Brand  Whitlock's  "Belgium"  Shackleton's 
"South"  and  a  number  of  books  on  economics  and  industrial 
conditions,  business  and  education.  Among  the  new  techni- 
cal books  are  a  special  group  on  woolens  and  worsteds. 
A  bulletin  containing  a  list  of  all  of  the  books  purchased 
can  be  obtained  free  at  the  library. 

We  were  unfortunately  obliged  to  return  the  books  in 
Polish,  Greek,  Italian  and  Swedish  which  had  been  loaned 
to  us  by  the  Mass.  library  commission,  and  much  used  and 
appreciated  by  the  people  of  those  nationalities.  The 
Woman's  education  association  of  Boston  has  kindly  loaned 
us  an  "Italian  library  of  forty-six  Volumes. 

Groups  of  young  women  in  the  "Continuation  classes" 
have  been  given  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  library. 

There  have  been  interesting  and  valuable  gifts  to  the 
historical  collection.  We  especially  wish  to  thank  Mrs.  A. 
J.  Bartholomew  for  a  collection  of  antique  objects,  Miss 
Cady  and  Mr.  E.  P.  Dakin  for  early  maps  of  Southbridge, 
Mr.  H.  L.  Ammidown  for  a  family  chart,  the  Monday  Club 
for  their  records  and  programs. 

The  usual  exhibition  of  pictures  have  been  sent  us  by  the 
Library  art  club.  , 

The  reading-rooms  have  been  very  popular,  the  children's 
room  often  truly  overflowing.  Familiarity  does  not  always 
breed  contempt.  We  hear  more  and  more  appreciative  re- 
marks about  our  beautiful  building  each  year. 

The  sad  event  of  our  year  was  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  M.- 
Cochran, who  had  not  only  been  a  trustee;  of  the  Edwards' 
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library  frorii  the  J)eginning,  but  had  always  shown  the  keen- 
est interest  in  everything  concerning  the  library. 

ELLA  E.  MIERSCH, 

Librarian. 


ACCESSIONS 

Bound  volumes  in  Library  Jan.  1,  1920  .  23,682 
Added  by  purchase  323 
Added  by  gifts  45 
Added  by  binding  periodicals  18 

  386 

24,068 

Replaced  books  194 
Wornout  books  169 

  25 


Bound  volumes  in  Library  January  1,  1921  24,093 

NEW  REGISTRATION 
Names  registered  January  1,  1920  1,449 
Names  registered  during  1920  1333 


Now  registered  2,782 

CIRCULATION 

Days  Library  was  open  307 

Volumes  circulated  55,299 

Average  daily  use  180 

Smallest  daily  use,  July  27,  88 

Largest  daily  use,  February  28,  404 

Smallest  monthly  use,  September  3,700 

Largest  monthly  use,  March,  5,671 

Amount  received  from  fines  $302  83 
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GIFTS 

Volume 

A.  L.  Cady  13  ' 

Alfred  D.  Chandler 
William  Custer 
Walter  W.  Davis 
R.  H.  Donnely,  cor. 
Elizabeth  Hawkins 
Houghton  Miffin  Co. 

Literary  executors  of  Carl  Schurz  6 
Mrs.  Tetlow  1 
Mass.  »  15 

U.  S.  Government  -  4 

Also  a  subscription  to  the  American  city  by  an  anonymoui 
giver ;  their  three  factory  papers  and  periodicals  by  th ' 
American  Optical  Co. ;  their  factory  paper  by  the  Hamilto] 
Wool  Co. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Receipts : 

$6,000  Oi 


Town  appropriation 

s:penditures : 

Salaries 

$3,743 

57 

Light 

193 

52 

Coal 

342 

33 

Books 

885 

14 

Binding 

74 

75 

Equipment 

94 

06 

Repairs 

47 

23 

Supplies 

98 

14 

Printing 

77 

50 

Expenses 

176 

31 

Newspapers  and  periodicals 

260 

60 

5,993  li 
$6  8f 
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MYNOTT  FUND 
Amount  of  fund  January  1,  1920  $1,00©  44 

Interest  45  50 

Expenditures : 
Periodicals  5  00 

Books  38  90 


43  90 

  1  60 


Amount  of  fund  December  31,  1920  $1,002  04 

Southbridge,  M^ss.,  Feb.  1,  1921. 


Report  of 
Sewer  Commissioners 


To  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge : 

Your  Board  of  Sewer  Commissioners  herewith  submit 
their  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1920.  There  are 
now  connected  with  the  system  1130  buildings,  including 
manufacturing  plants,  schools,  public  buildings,  tenement 
houses  and  residences.  Inasmuch  as  there  was  not  a  great 
deal  of  sewer  construction  done  during  the  season  of  1920 
the  Sewer  Commissioners  have  not  much  to  report. 

The  Central  St.  has  been  completed  and  accepted  by  your 
Commissioners,  and  the  balance  due  the  conductor,  the 
American  Optical  Co.,  has  been  paid. 

In  accordance  Avith  the  recommendation  of  the  Town  of 
Southbridge  the  Commissioners  have  built  a  stretch  of  sewer 
on  Everett  St.  of  a  length  of  252.1  ft.,  at  a  cost  of  $624.65. 
The  same  has  been  completed  and  accepted  by  the  Board 
and  assessments  have  been  levied. 

In  anticipation  of  the  concrete  highway  construction  on 
Elm  St.  the  Commissioners  in  conduction  with  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  deemed  it  advisable  to  construct  232  feet  of 
sewer  on  this  street  at  a  cost  of  $527  78.  This  was  accepted 
and  assessments  levied. 

The  work  at  the  filter  beds  has  been  satisfactory  and  met 
with  the  approval  of  the  State  Inspector. 

In  reference  to  the  appropriation  for  sewer  maintenance 
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for  the  coming  year  we  recommend  the  sum  of  $3,000.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  ALLARD, 
PHILIPPE  DAGENAIS 
G.  W.  LAVALLE. 


Report  of 
Cemetery  Committee 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge. 

The  Cemetery  Committee  organized  for  the  year  of  1920 
with  Wardwell  M.  Edwards  as  Chairman  and  S.  "W.  Williams 
as  Clerk. 

We  have  endeavored  during  the  year  to  interest  all  the 
lot  owners  with  whom  we  have  come  in  contact  in  Perpetual 
Care,  feeling  that  the  owners  that  have  this  care  on  their 
lots  will  be  better  satisfied  with  the  condition  in  which  their 
lots  all  kept. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  two  hundred  and  sixty-six 
lots  that  are  taken  care  of  in  this  manner,  and  our  first 
endeavor  is  to  see  that  these  lots  receive  the  best  of  care. 

We  have  improved  the  Everett  Street  entrance  by  the 
planting  of  trees  and  shrubs,  when  developed  this  planting 
will  greatly  beautify  this  entrance.  A  number  of  lot  owners 
liave,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Committee  set  out  shrubs 
md  small  trees  on  their  own  lots,  this  improves  these  indivi- 
iual  lots,  and,  at  the  same  time  beautifies  the  section  of  the 
Uemetery  in  which  these  lots  are  located. 

The  Committee  appreciates  their  doing  this,  and  trusts 
;hat  in  the  coming  year  more  owners  will  become  interested 
n  this  kind  of  work. 

The  Committee  planned  on  extending  the  Water  System 
10  as  to  supply  a  number  of  the  lots  that  have  been  sold  in 
he  past  few  years,  but,  on  account  of  lack  of  funds  were 
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unable  to  do  so,  we  trust  that  this  will  be  done  during  the  j 
coming  year. 

We  wish  to  emphasize  at  this  time  that  we  cannot  assume 
the  responsibility  for  vases  or  flower  pots  that  are  left  on 
the  different  lots,  we  endeavor  to  keep  as  close  a  watch  as 
possible  to  see  that  nothing  is  stolen,  but  on  account  of  the 
size  of  the  Cemetery  and  the  number  of  different  entrances 
it  is  an  impossibility  to  give  any  individual  lot  special 
attention. 

If  anyone  wishes  to,  they  may  hand  their  vases  to  the 
Foreman  at  the  Cemetery  Avith  their  names  and  he  will  hold 
them  until  called  for. 

We  wish  at  this  time  to  thank  the  citizens  and  town 
officials  for  their  cooperation  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted 

WARD  WELL  M.  EDWARDS, 
GEORGE  H.  HARTWELL,  JR. 
CLARENCE  P.  MORSE, 
DANIEL  T.  MORRILL, 
ALVA  L.  HYDE, 
SEAVER  M.  RICE. 


Report  of 
Playground  Committee 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 

I  respectfully  submit  the  report  of  Miss  Margaret  Butler, 
Supervisor  of  the  Playgrounds  and  Bathhouses  for  the  year 
1920. 

The  season  started  with  $151.91  of  1919  unpaid  bills  and 
ended  with  a  balance  of  $328.95. 

Extensive  needed  repairs  were  made  to  the  bathhouses 
and  buildings  on  different  playgrounds  and  all  apparatus 
put  in  first  class  condition.  We  bought  two  new  grapho- 
phones,  one  portable  and  with  music  on  all  playgrounds,  a 
couple  of  times  per  week,  it  was  a  great  help  in  making 
the  year  a  success,  by  encouraging  and  keeping  the  children 
interested  in  their  other  work.  These  two  machines  are 
now  being  used  by  the  schools  during  the  year. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  bathhouses,  store  sheds  and 
other  buildings,  as  well  as  all  apparatus,  that  remain  out 
of  doors,  be  painted,  before  reopening  for  the  next  season. 

Yours  respectfully, 

HECTOR  M.  LECLAIR, 
Sec'y  of  Playground  Committee 


Mr.  Hector  Le  Clair,  Secretarj'^  of  the  Playground  Com-, 

nittee. 

Dear  Sir : — 

The  report  of  supervised  play  on  the  Southbridge  Play- 
grounds for  the  season  of  1920  is  as  follows: 
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Opening  and  Attendance  : — 

The  playgrounds  at  Central,  School,  Union,  River,  Elij 
streets  and  Sandersdale  opened  for  the  summer  season  c| 
six  weeks,  Monday,  July  10,  with  an  attendance  of  109  ! 
children.  '  ' 

Play  Periods: — 

The  sessions  were  divided  into  play  and  work  periods  i 
During  play  periods  time  was  devoted  to  active  garner  |j 
singing  games,  folk  dancing,  team  games,  and  quiet  gamej: 

Athletics : — 

Increased  supervision  was  given  to  athletics  and  th« 
results  were  very  satisfactory,  the  enthusiasm  equaling  tha^ 
of  pre-war  days. 

Organized  base  ball  games  for  both  senior  and  junio)! 
boys,  quoit  games,  volley  ball  and  basket  ball,  also  work  or 
the  horse  and  paralel  bars,  were  the  activities  carried  on. 

Participating  in  the  league  base  ball  games  were 
junior  boys  and  31  senior  boys. 

The  track  meet  on  Festival  Day  attracted  401  boys,  morc^ 
boys  than  had  ever  before  been  interested  in  a  playground 
trajk  meet. 

Swimming: — 

Instructors  in  swimming  were  at  Big  Pond  to  teacli; 
children  in  the  art  of  swimming,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
mornings.  The  classes  were  well  attended,  but  the  in- 
structors feel  that  parents  should  interest  themselves  in  this 
department  and  encourage  children  to  attend. 

Industrial  Work: —  ' 

The  industrial  periods  of  one  hour  each  day  were  devoted 
to  teaching  the  children  many  arts  and  crafts.  The  result 
was  960  finished  articles  in  this  department. 

Health  Classes: — 

Under  the  patronage  of  the  Southbridge  Woman's  Clnlf^ 
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Mother  Craft,  and  Health  Classes  were  taught  by  Miss 
Stella  Hazelton,  Public  Health  Nurse,  two  afternoons  each 
week  at  Central  and  School  Streets  and  one  afternoon  at 
Elm,  River,  Union,  Streets  and  Sandersdale. 

The  supervisor  gratefully  acknowledges  the  assistance 
given  by  the  Play  Ground  Committee  and  many  other 
persons  who  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARET  G.  BUTLER. 


Report  of 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  fleasures 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge : — 
I  respectfully  submit  my  report  from  November  30,  1919, 


to  November  30,  1920. 

Adjusted  Platform  Scales  Over  5000  pounds  3 

Sealed  Platform  Scales  over  5000  pounds  12 

Condemned  Platform  Scales  over  5000  pounds  4 

Adjusted  Platform  Scales  under  5000  pounds  17 

Sealed  Platform  Scales  under  5000  pounds  143 

Non-sealed  7 

Condemned  Platform  Scales  under  5000  pounds  14 

Sealed 'Slot  Weighing  Scales  8 

All  other  Scales  adjusted  46 

All  other  Scales  Sealed  290 

All  other  Scales  Condemned  20 

Number  of  Weights  Adjusted  5 

Number  of  Weights  Sealed  1189 

Number  of  Weights  Condemned  19 

Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Adjusted  1 

Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Sealed  103 

iNumber  of  Liquid  Measures  Condemned  16 

[Number  of  Milk  Jars  Sealed  0 

iNumber  of  Milk  Jars  Condemned  0 

'Number  of  Linear  Measures  Sealed  33 

Number  of  Linear  Measures  Condemned  3 

Oil  and  Molasses  Pumps  Sealed  40 
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Oil  and  Molasses  Pumps  Condemned 
Total  Adjusted 
Total  Sealed 
Total  Condemned 

Certificates  Issued  in  the  Office  and  Outside 

Inspection  of  Stores 

Inspection  of  Hawkers  and  Peddlers 

Inspection  of  Peddlers'  Licenses 

Inspection  of  Milk  Wagons 

Inspection  of  Coal  Certificates 

Inspection  of  Junk  Dealers 

Inspection  of  Ice  Wagons 

Marking  of  Food  Packages 


189  i 
8 
26 
6 
2 
2 
1 
2i 


2! 
731 


1 


During  the  year  many  inspections  were  made  at  differen 
times  of  which  no  record  was  kept.  The  scales  of  hawkers 
peddlers,  coal  dealers,  ice  dealers^  and  those  in  markets 
grocery  stores  etc.,  were  inspected  to  insure  against  care 
lessness  and  fraud. 

Within  the  last  few  years  many  outside  hawkers  anc 
peddlers  have  been  eliminated  from  this  town,  to  the  benefil 
of  our  merchants,  who  pay  rent  and  taxes  and  give  em- 
ployment: it  is  no  more  than  right  that  they  should  b€ 
protected  . 

The  department  has  received  few  complaints  of  short 
weight  this  year,  although  many  violations  of  the  law  i^ere 
noted  and  quickly  adjusted.  All  of  the  violations  except 
one,  where  a  fine  was  paid,  were  slight,  and  it  was  not 
deemed  advisable  to  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  the 
court. 

More  incorrect  scales  have  been  seized  and  condemned 
during  the  past  year,  and  are  held  at  the  Sealer's  office. 

The  duties  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  are 
becoming  more  important  and  harder  each  year,  as  the 
Government  and  State  inspectors  require  more  work  and 
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time  put  in  the  position  to  stop  fraud  and  deceit  and  give" 
i  greater  protection  to  the  purchasing  public. 

The  town  is  in  need  of  a  large  platform  scale  to  weigh 
Dig  truck  loads  of  junk,  coal,  hay,  merchandise,  etc.,  which 
should  be  located  in  the  center  of  the  town. 

The  town  owns  a  platform  scale  over  5000  lbs.  situated 
)n  High  Street,  which  is  out  of  the  way  and  located  on  the 
and  of  the  Hamilton  Woolen  Co.,  which  requests  that  il 
jhould  be  removed. 

The  inventory  of  the  Sealer's  dept.,  which  was  taken  on 
3ec.  31,  by  former  Sealers  Daniel  T.  Morrill,  Fred  G.  Adams 
ihd  Eugene  Gabree  has  given  the  amount  of  $401.00.  ♦ 

The  fees  collected  during  the  year  and  paid  to  the  Town 
Preasurer  amount  to  $162.72. 

Respectfully  submitted 

FELIX  GATINEAU,  Sealer. 


Report  of  Tree  Warden 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen,  Citizens,  and  Tax- 
payers : — 

Gentlemen 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Dec. 
31,  1920.  The  appropriations  were  mostly  all  expended, 
and  we  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  as  much  labor  as  in 
the  previous  year. 

Respectfully  yours, 

PIERRE  BENOIT. 

Tree  Warden. 


• 


I 
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Report  of 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 


Book  No.  Depository 

Balance 

Interest 

Dec.  31, 1920 

1920 

16257 

Amherst  Savings  Bank 

$1081 

23 

52  07 

34032 

Clinton  Savings  Bank 

1147 

74 

49  93 

44901 

Dedham  Institution  for  Savings 

916 

40 

37  72 

51856 

Fitchburg  Savings  Bank 

979 

23 

42  59 

4443 

Leicester  Savings  Bank 

953 

03 

41  47 

39639 

Natick  Five  -Cents  Savings  Bank 

793 

50 

34  51 

29970 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1108 

61 

48  24 

390502 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank 

1126 

69 

46  37 

21209 

Southbridge  Savings  Bank 

3411 

40 

148  46 

914 

Peoples  National  Bank 

3184 

64 

131  60 

42082 

Ware  Savings  Bank 

941 

58 

40  95 

21481 

Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  1174 

59 

51  10 

130170 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank 

979 

65 

42  64 

73989 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bk 

904 

76 

39  35 

50139 

Worcester  Peoples  Saving  Bk. 

1193 

61 

51  93 

16  Augusta  Me.,  Water  Bonds 

16000 

00 

960  00 

$35896  66 

Interest  1920  $1818  93 

rotal  Sinking  Fund^Dec.  31,  1919  $34077  73 

uterest  to  Sinking  Fund  in  1920  1818  93 


Petal  Sinking  Fund  Dec.  31,  1920  $35896  66 

JULIAN  C.  GABREE. 
F.  E.  CHICOINE 
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Recommendations  for  1921 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Moderator 

Selectmen 

Accountant 

Treasurer 

Tax  Collector 

Assessors 


$50.00 
2000.00 
1600.00 
1500.00 
2100.00 
3500.00 


Law  600.00 

Town  Clerk  1200.00 

Election  and  Eegistra- 

tion  2500.00 

Town  Hall  4000.00 


PROTECTION  TO  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY' 

Police  Department        $21,000.00     Sealer  of  Weights  and 


Fire  Department  16,844.00  Measures 

Tree  Warden  500.00     Forest  Fires 

Moth  Extermination  100.00 


1000.00 
500.00 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 
Garbage  and  Eubbish       $1800.00     Sanitary  Cleaning 


1500.00 


Board  of  Health 
Sewer  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 


Highways 
Bridges 

Sidewalks  Eepairs 
Railings 


1200.00 
3000.00 
2500.00 


Cement  and  Block  Pave- 
ment Cleaning  2000.00 


HIGHWAYS 
$15,000.00     Street  Lights 
700.00     Maintenance  of 
6000.00        nent  Eoads 
600.00     Street  Oiling 


Perma- 


14,000.00 

8000.00 
2500.00 


CHARITIES  AND  SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 

Outside  Eelief  of  Poor  $12,000.00     Military  Aid  500.00 

Almshouse                        6000.00     Soldiers'  Relief  2500.00 

Mothers'  Aid                   7000.00     Soldiers'  Burials  100.00 


School 


EDUCATION 
$113,433.00     Public  Library 


6000.00 
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RECREATION 


Playgrounds  and  Bath- 
ing Pool  $2700.00 


Public  Band  Concerts 


CELEBRATION 

$250.00 


Damage  to  Persons  and 

Property 
Insurance 
Memorial  Day 
Searching  Parties 
Care  of  Town  Clock 


UNCLASSIFIED 

Annual  Eeports 
$200.00     Water,  Hydrants'  Ser- 

24^0.00        vice  and  Ice  Supply  7350.0 

450.00     Cemetery  Improvement  17O0.0( 

100.00     Interest  14,000.0 

50.00     Maturing  Debt  25,300.0i 
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Town  Warrant 


Worcester,  Ss.   To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of 
Southbridge,  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING : 

IN  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you 
are  hereby  requested  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Southbridge,  aforesaid,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs 
to  meet  in  the  Town  Hall  in  said  Southbridge,  on  Monday 
the  seventh  (7)  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1921  at  5.45  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon  to  act  on  the  following  articles : 

Article  1  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  over  said 
meeting. 

Article  2  To  choose  by  ballot  all  necessary  town  ofiicers 
for  the  ensuing  year ;   viz : — 

Clerk,  Treasurer,  three  Selectmen,  one  Overseer  of  the 
Poor  for  three  years,  Collector  of  Taxes,  one  Assessor  for 
three  years,  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three 
years,  two  members  of  the  School  Committee  for  three  years, 
one  Park  Commissioner  for  three  years,  one  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioner  for  three  years,  one  Sewer  Commissioner  for 
three  years,  two  Cemetery  Commissioners  for  three  years, 
Tree  Warden,  Highway  Surveyor,  three  Constables  and  all 
others  provided  for  by  law. 

Article  3  To  vote  by  ballot  **YES''  or  NO"  in  answer 
to  the  following  question:  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for 
the  sale  of  certain  non-intoxicating  beverages  in  this  town?" 

Article  4    To  hear  the  reports  of  the  Town  Accountant. 
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Treasurer,  Clerk,  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Librar, 
Committee,  etc.,  and  to  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  5  To  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  mone 
as  may  be  necessary  to  pay  town  debts  and  charges  for  th 
current  financial  year. 

Article  6  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  th 
Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  current  financu 
year,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  7  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  th 
Selectmen  to  cause  an  audit  to  be  *  made  of  the  town' 
accounts  for  1921,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  8  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  the  Engine 
men,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  9  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  give  the  Collec 
tor  of  Taxes  the  same  power  to  collect  taxes  that  the  Tow: 
Treasurer  has  when  appointed  Collector  of  Taxes,  or  ac 
thereon. 

Article  10    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  all  taxe 
due  and  payable  October  1,  1921,  and  if  not  paid  on  or  bef  or 
October  15,  1921,  to  have  interest  charged  at  the  rate  of 
per  cent  per  annum  from  October  1,  1921  or  act  anythin: 
thereon. 

Article  11  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  com 
pensation  of  town  officers,  laborers  and  teams,  or  act  any 
thing  thereon. 

Article  12  To  hear  the  report  of  the  War  Memorial  Com 
mittee  and  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  13  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  s 
bequest  of  one  thousand  dollars,  as  set  forth  in  the  will  o 
Jesse  J.  Angell  deceased,  estate,  to  be  held  in  trust,  th 
income  thereof  to  be  used  in  aiding  the  deserving  poor  o 
the  town  residing  outside  of  the  Town  Home  for  the  Poor 
and  not  receiving  full  support  from  the  town,  or  act  any: 
thing  thereon. 
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Article  14  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Town  Accountai^  to  transfer  the  sum  of  $375.50,  from  the 
Excess  &  Deficiency  Account  to  the  Street  Oiling  Assessment 
Account  of  1916,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  15  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
report  of  the  Selectmen,  as  to  the  Re-location  of  River 
Street,  from  monument  No.  7  (near  Cliff  St.)  to  monument 
No.  11  (near  Mill  St.) 

Article  16  To  see  if  the  to"vvn  will  vote  to  accept  the 
report  of  Selectmen,  as  to  the  re-location  of  Water  Street, 
from  School  Street,  to  South  Street. 

Article  17  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  repair  or  pave 
Main  Street  from  Everett  Street  to  the  Wood  Block  Paving 
on  s£ud  street,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act 
anything  thereon. 

Article  18  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  continue  the 
pavement  on  North  street,  from  the  end  of  the  present  con- 
srete,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything 
thereon. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pave  Crane 
Street  from  the  New  Haven  Railroad  Freight  Station  west  to 
Eamilton  Street,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or 
let  anything  thereon. 

Article  20  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  repair  or  pave 
Pleasant  Street,  from  West  Main  Street,  easterly,  raise 
ind  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  21  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pave  East- 
:ord  Road  from  the  Elm  Street  concrete  south,  raise  and 
ippropriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  .22  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  macadamize 
he  North  Woodstock  Road,  raise  and  appropriate  money 
Jierefor  or  act  anythiag  thereon. 

Article  23  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  and 
nstnict  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to  become  a  part  of  the 
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proposed  Worcester-Hampden  Farm  Association,  or  ac 
anything  thereon.  ^ 

Article  24  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  anc 
empower  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  to  dispose  of  the  Towi 
Almshouse  Property  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  25  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  anc 
appropriate  the  sum  of  $7000.00  for  repairs  on  the  Towi 
Almshouse  property  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  26  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct  i 
cement  concrete  sidewalk  on  the  southerly  side  of  Wes 
Street,  from  the  corner  of  Lovely  Street  to  the  corner  of  Col 
lier  Street,  said  walk  to  be  five  (5)  feet  wide,  raise  and  ap 
propriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  27  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  th« 
School  Committee  to  procure  plans  and  specifications,  includ- 
ing working  drawings,  for  a  school  building  to  be  erected  as 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Pine  Streets,  on  land  owned  by  the 
town,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor,  or  act  anything 
thereon. 

Article  28  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  erect  and  equi] 
a  primary  school  building  on  the  Dresser  Street  site,  nov' 
owned  by  the  town,  according  to  plans  and  specification; 
already  procured,  raise  arid  appropriate  money  therefor  o: 
act  anything  thereon. 

Article  29  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  secure  ne\ 
quarters  for  Police  Department,  raise  and  appropriate  mone: 
therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  30  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  the  foli 
lowing  Street  lights:  one  (1)  at  southerly  end  of  Franklh 
Terrace;  one  (1)  at  southerly  end  of  Coombs  Street;  tw< 
(2)  on  Cisco  Street,  from  Coombs  to  Chestnut  Street;  twi 
(2)  near  the  junction  of  Main,  Mechanic  and  East  Mail 
Streets;  three  (3)  at  the  curve  in  West  Dudly  Road,  nea- 
the  plant  of  Southbridge  Printing  Company;  and  ten  {10 
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on  Pleasant  Street,  from  the  end  of  the  present  lights  to  the 
Charlton  town  line,  vote  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or 
act  anything  thereon. 

'     Article  31    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the  prov- 
isions of  Chapter  436,  Acts  of  1920,  entitled ;  AN  ACT  TO 
i  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  FIRES  IN  THE 
n  COMMONWEALTH  OUTSIDE  OF  THE  METROPOLITAN 
FIRE  PREVENTION  DISTRICT. 

!  And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  publishing 
^  an  attested  copy  thereof  twice  in  the  Southbridge  Press  and 

Herald,  the  first  publication  being  not  less  than  nine  days 
1'  next  preceding  the  day  of  the  meeting, — or  by  posting  up 

such  attested  copies  in  four  conspicuous  places  within  the 
[  Town,  at  least  nine  days,  including  Sundays, — before  the  day 

1  of  holding  said  meeting.  The  polls  will  be  open  at  5.45 
■I  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  close  at  Four  (4)  o'clock  P.  M. 

ii     Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant  with 
:  your  doings  thereon  to  the  To^ti  Clerk  at  the  time  and  place 
hereinbefore  named. 

j  Given  under  our  hands  this  7th  day  of  February  A.  D., 
^ 1921. 

2  WILFRID  J.  LAMOUREUX, 
(  FRANK  A.  SANSOUCY, 

RAYMOND  A.  RICE, 
■J  Selectmen  of  Southbridge. 

■  f    A  true  copy.  Attest 

ANDREW  M.  HIGGINS, 
J  Constable  of  Southbridge. 


REPORT  OF  AN  AUDIT 

OF 

The  Accounts  of  the  Town 
of  Southbridge 

Hade  in  accordance  with  the  Provisions  of  Section  35, 

Chapter  44,  General  Laws 

%   

February  12,  1921 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
BUREAU  OF  STATISTICS 

STATE  HOUSE  BOSTON 

February  12,  1921 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Mr.  Wilfrid  J.  Lamoureux,  Chairman, 
Southbridge,  Massachusetts. 
Gentlemen : 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  accounts 
of  the  town  of  Southb ridge  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1920,  made  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section 
35,  Chapter  44  of  the  General  Laws.  The  report  is  in  the 
form  of  a  report  to  me  by  Mr.  Edward  H.  Fenton,  Chief 
Examiner  of  this  Division,  who  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
work. 

Very  truly  yours, 

THEODORE  N.  WADDELL, 

Director  of  Accounts 
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Mr.  Theodore  N.  Waddell, 
Director  of  Accounts, 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation. 
State  House,  Boston. 

Sir: 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  made  a 
audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  town  of  Southbridge  for  th 
year  ending  December  31,  1920,  and  submit  the  followin 
report : 

The  records  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the  seven 
departments  were  examined,  and  a  comparison  was  mad 
with  the  reports  to  the  accountant  and  with  the  books  i 
the  accountant's  and  the  treasurer's  departments. 

The  books  in  the  accountant's  office  were  examined,,  aur 
the  amounts  charged  against  the  several  appropriation 
were  checked  to  the  warrants  and  with  the  approved  voucb 
ers  and  pay-rolls  on  file.  The  warrants  were  proved  an- 
checked  with  the  payments  made  by  the  treasurer. 

The  receipts  as  shown  by  the  accountant's  books  wer, 
checked  with  the  amounts  reported  by  the  treasurer  an« 
with  the  departmental  reports  of  the  accountant. 

The  classification  book  was  examined  and  checked  to  th 
ledger  accounts. 

The  appropriation  accounts  were  compared  with  the  towj 
clerk's  records  of  appropriations  and  transfers  voted  b; 
the  town,  the  ledger  was  footed,  a  trial  balance  was  take] 
off,  and  a  balance  sheet  was  prepared  showing  the  financia 
condition  of  the  town  as  of  December  31,  1920. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  were  examinee 
and  checked.  The  cash  balance  as  shown  by  his  books  oi 
January  10,  1921,  was  proved  by  a  count  of  the  cash  oi 
hand  and  a  reconciliation  of  the  bank  balance.  The  balanc 
was  reconciled  back  to  December  31,  1920. 

The  receipts  as  recorded  by  the  treasurer  were  eheckec 
with  the  departmental  reports  and  with  the  accountant') 
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books.   The  payments  were  proved  by  checking  the  amounts 
shown  on  the  cash  book  with  properly  approved  warrants. 

The  debt  and  interest  payments  were  checked  with  the 
amounts  falling  due  and  with  the  cancelled  bonds,  notes,  and 
coupons  on  file. 

The  securities  and  savings  bank  books  of  the  several 
funds  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer  were  examined  and 
found  to  be  as  recorded. 

The  sewer  assessments  committed  to^  the  treasurer  for 
iollection  were  verified,  the  collections  being  checked  to  * 
;he  treasurer's  cash  book  and  to  the  accountant's  book  and 
:he  outstanding  accounts  being  listed  and  proved  to  the 
jontrol  account  in  the  accountant's  ledger. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  collector  of  taxes  were 
jhecked  in  detail.  The  collections  were  compared  with  the 
payments  to  the  treasurer  as  recorded  on  the  treasurer's 
"  ind  the  accountant's  books,  the  abatements  were  checked 
vith  the  assessor's  record  of  abatements  granted  and  the  out- 
itanding  accounts  were  listed  and  reconciled  with  the  con- 
rol  accounts  in  the  accountant's  ledger.  To  prove  the  col- 
ector's  accounts  it  was  neccessary  to  check  the  collections 
is  shown  on  the  commitment  book  to  the  collector's  cash 
)ooks,  and  differences  were  adjusted  on  the  collector's  cash 
)ooks  and  on  the  accountant's  ledger. 

A  further  verification  of  the  outstanding  accounts  wa\ 
nade  by  mailing  notices  to  a  number  of  persons  Avhose 
laraes  appeared  on  the  books  as  owing  money  to  the  town, 
nd  from  the  replies  received  I  am  satisfied  that  the  accounts 
re  correct. 

The  General  Laws  repuire  that  collectors  shall  charge  in- 
erest  on  all  taxes  paid  after  November  first  of  the  year  in 
rhich  committed;  this  requirement,  including  interest  on 
loU  taxes  as  well  as  on  other  taxe^,  should  be  strictly  com- 
ilied  with  by  the  ocllector. 

The  accounts  of  the  cemetery  department  were  examined 


144 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


the  receipts  being  checked  with  the  payments  to  the  treas 
urer  and  with  the  reports  to  the  accountant. 

In  addition  to  the  departments  and  accounts  mentioned 
the  records  of  the  receipts  of  the  selectmen,  the  town  clerk' 
the  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  and  also  of  the  health 
poor,  library,  and  school  departments  were  examined  anc 
checked  with  the  treasurer's  and  the  accountant's  books. 

Appended  to  this  report  are  tables  showing  a  reconcilia 
tion  of  the  treasurer 's  cash,  summaries  of  the  tax,  assess 
ment,  and  cemetery  accounts;  also  tables  relative  to  th( 
sinking  fund  and  the  several  trust  funds,  and  a  balanct 
sheet. 

As  shown  on  the  appended  balance  sheet  there  -dlca  out 
standing  oiling  assessments  of  1916.  As  these  accounts  art 
long  overdue,  I  would  recommend  that  some  action  be  takei 
to  enforce  their  collection. 

The  surety  bonds  furnished  by  the  several  officials  fo 
the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  were  examined  anc 
found  to  be  in  proper  form. 

The  accounting  system  is  being  well  carried  out  anc 
serves  as  an  accurate  check  on  the  financial  transactions  o: 
the  several  departments  and  also  furnishes  information  rela 
tive  to  the  revenue  and  surplus  accounts. 

For  the  uniform  courtesy  extended  by  the  several  de 
partment  officials  while  I  was  engaged  in  making  the  audit 
I  wish,  on  behalf  of  my  assistants  and  myself,  to  express  mj 
appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDW.  H.  FENTON 

Chief  Examiner 
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RECONCILIATION  OF  TREASURER'S  CASH 
Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1920,  $45,717  41 

Receipts  January  1  to 
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Deei  mber  81,  1920,  693,791  15 

$739,508  56 
Payments  January  1  to  December  31, 

1920,  $697,407  95 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1920,       42,100  61 


$739,508  56 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1921  $42,100  61 

Receipts  January  1  to  10,  1921,  1,644  49 


$43,745  10 

Payments  January  1  to  11,  1921,  $5,940  60 

ash  on  hand  January  10,  1921,  37,804  50 

$43,745  10 


ash  on  hand  January  10,  1921,  per 

treasurer's  cash  book,  $37,804  50 

Southbridge  National  Bank : 
Statement  January  10,  1921,  $9,513  20 

Less  outstanding  checks,  per  list,      1,735  49 


$7,777  71 
50uthbridge  National  Bank: 
Savings  Department,  30,000  00 


Balance  per  check  register, 

January  10,  1921,  $37,777  71 

Cash  on  hand  in  office  January  10, 

1921,  26  79 


$37,804  50 
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TAXES  1916 

Outstanding  January  1,  1920,  $15  I. 

Paid  treasurer,  -    $5  87 

Abatements,  10  00 


$15 

TAXES  1917 

Outstanding  January  1,  1920,  $784  i 

Paid  treasurer,  $63  66 

Abatements,  721  03 


$784  ( 


TAXES  1918 
Outstanding  January  1,  1920  $6,236  81 

Overpaid  treasurer,  1  59 

Adjusted  to  correct  overpayment  of  taxes,    2  69 


$6,241  ( 

Paid  treasurer,  $4,^10  53 

Abatements,  1,253  58 

Unlocated  difference  9  38 

Outstanding  December  31,  1920,  per  list     67  60 


$6,241  ( 

INTEREST  TAXES  1918 
Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1920,  $146  46 

Collected,  1920,  .    262  25 


$408 

Paid  treasurer,  $408 '3 

TAXES  1919 
Outstanding: Jajauary  1, 1920,  $27,814  47 

Unlocated  differenee,  98 


$27,815  4 
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Paid  treasurer,  $22,680  05 

Abatements,*  15  UU 

Outstanding  December  31,  1920,  per  list,  5,069  66 
Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1920,  50  74 


$27,815  45 

INTEREST  TAXES  1919 
Cash^  on  hand  January  1,  1920,  $1  29 

Collected,  1920,  658  67 

$659  96 

Paid  treasurer,  $659  96 

TAXES  1920 
[Commitment,  $314,247  89 

A.dditional  commitments,  1^076  34 


$315,324  23 

Paid  treasurer,  $279,567  45 

Abatements,  1,487  78 

Jnlocated  difference,  33 
Outstanding  December  31, 1920,  per  list,  33,070  43 
:;ash  on  hand,  December  31,  1920,  '       1,198  24 


$315,324  23 

INTEREST  TAXES  1920 
:!oliected,  1920,  $210  06 

i^aid  treasurer,  $195  48 

:;ash  on  hand  December  31,  1920  14  58 


  $210  06 

STREET  OILING  ASSESSMENTS 
)utstanding  January  1,  1920,  $446  11 

aid  treasurer,  $70  61 

)utstanding  December  31,  1920,  per  list,  375  50 


$446  11 
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SIDEWALKS  ASSESSMENTS 
Outstanding  January  1,  1920,  *       $398  Cjp 

Abated,  1920,  $398  C 

APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1918 
Outstanding  January  1,  1920,  $18  2 

Paid  treasurer,  ^  $18  2; 

COMMITTED  INTEREST  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS,  191 
Outstanding  January  1,  1920,  $3  C 

Paid  treasurer,  $3  C 

APPORTIONED  ^EWER  ASSESSMENTS  1919 
Outstanding  January  1,  1920,  $185  7 

Paid  treasurer,  $185  7 

COMMITTED  INTEREST  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS,  191 
Outstanding  January  1,  1920,  $26  0 

Paid  treasurer,  $26  0 

APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  1920 
Commitment,  1920,  $312  5 

Paid  treasurer  $196  22 

Outstanding  December  31,  1920,  116  30 


$312  5 

COMMITTED  INTEREST  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS,  192 
Commitment,  $26  9 

Paid  treasurer,  $16  52 

Outstanding  December  31,  1920,  per  list,     10  46 


$26  91 

UNAPPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS 
Outstanding  January  1,  1920,  $2,646  31 

Commitments,  •  768  29 


Paid  treasurer, 


$3,414  6( 

$         48  p 
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Abatements,  1,084  50 

Apportioned,  244  11 

Outstanding  December  31,  1920,  per  list,  2,085  51 


CEMETERY  CASH  ACCOUNT 
Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1920 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  $50  00 

Opening  graves,  35  00 


Receipts : 

Perpetual  care,  $575  00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  690  00 

Opening  graves,  136  00 

Annual  care,  2  00 

Foundations,  97  00 

Grading  lots,  25  00 


aid  treasurer 

Perpetual  care,  $575  00 

Sale  of  lots  and  graves,  740  00 

Opening  graves,  171  00 

Annual  care,  2  00 

Foundations,  97  00 

Grading  .lots,  25  00 


$3,414  60 


$85  00 


$1,525  00 


$1,610  00 


$1,610  00 

RE(X)NCILIATION  CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT 
ACCOUNTS 

jh  on  hand  January  1,  1920  $85  00 


MO 
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Outstanding  J anuary  1,  1920 

Perpetual  care,  $160  00 

Lots  and  graves,  296  00 

Opening  graves,  88  00 

Annual  care,  6  00 


$550  Oil 


Charges: 

Perpetual  care  $535  00 

Lots  and  graves  485  00 

.  Opening  graves  134  00 

Annual  care  7  00 

.    Foundations  97  00 

Grading  lots  25  00 


1,283  0( 


$1,918  0( 


Paid  Treasurer 
Cancelled : 

'  Lots  and  graves  $3  00 

Opening  graves  21  00 


Outstanding  December  31, 1920 : 

Perpetual  care  $120  00 

Lots  and  graves  88  00 

Opening  graves  65  00 

Annual  care  11  00 


$1,918  0( 
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SINKING  FUND 
Savings 

Cash     Deposits    Securities  Total 

On  hand,  begin- 
ning of  year     $320  00  $18,027  44  $16,000  00  $34,347  44 

On  hand,  end  of 

year  19,896  66    16,000  00    35,896  60 

Receipts  Payments 
Income  -        $1,549  22    Savings  deposits     $1,869  22 

Cash  *$320  00 


Total  $1,869  22  Total  $1,869  22 

•Included  in  General  Cash. 

MARY  MYNOTT  LIBRARY  FUND 

Savings  Bank 

Deposits  Tot^l 

On  hand  at  the  beginning  of  year  $1,000  00  $1,000  00 
On  hand  at  end  of  year                          1,000  00     1,000  00 

Receipts  Payments 
Income  $45  50    Transferred  to  library     $45,  50 


Total  $45  50  Total  $45  50 

PERPETUAL  CARE  FUND 
Savings 

Cash     Deposits  Securities  Total 
On  hand,  begin- 
ning of  year    $490  00  $18,670  93  $8,000  00  $27,160  93 
On  hand,  end 

of  year            249  89    20,206  04  8,000  00    28,455  93 
RECEIPTS 

Savings  deposits  withdrawn  $4,146  75 

[ncome  1,301  89 
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Deposits  for  perpetual  care  575  00 

Lots  sold     *  720  00 

*Casli  on  hand  at  beginning  of  year  490  00 

Total 

PAYMENTS 

Deposit  in  bank  $5,681  86 

Care  of  lots  1,301  89 

•Cash  on  hand  at  end  of  year  249  89 


$7,233  6 


Total 

*Included  in  General  Cash. 

ALEXIS  BOYER,  JR.,  SCHOOL  FUND 

Savings 


$7,233  6-^ 


On  hand  at  beginning  of  year 
On  hand  at  end  of  year 


Bank  Deposit  Total 
$209  09     $209  0 
218  58       218  5i 


Receipts 


Income 
Total 


$9  49 


Payments 
Savings  Deposit      $9  4J' 


$9  49  Total 


$9  41 
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ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE  TOWN  OFFICERS  AND 
FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  SOUTHBRIDGE 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
DECEMBER  31 

1921 


(01 


TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1921-1922 


Treasurer 
Felix  A.  Boiivier 


Clerk 

William  W.  Buckley 


Wilfrid  J.  Lamoiireiix 


Selectmen 
A.  L.  Desaulniers 


Overseers  of  the  Poor 


Narcisse  Peloquin 
George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr. 
Eugene  Matte 


Antoine  Farlaiid 
Philias  X.  Casavant 
William  H.  McGilpin 


Joseph  E.  Donais,  M.  D. 
Alfred  J.  Peloquin 
Philias  Caron 


Assessors 


Board  of  Health 


Raymond  A.  Rice 


Term  expires  1922 
Term  expires  1923 
Term  expires  1924 


Term  expires  1922 
Term  expires  1923 
Term  expires  1924 


Term  expires  1922 
Term  expires  1923 
Term  expires  1924 


Highway  Surveyor 
Edmond  Richard 
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Pitt  H.  Hebert 
George  W.  Dumas 
Hector  L.  Peloquin 
Arthur  H.  Gravel 
J.  Arthur  Genereux 
Joseph  V.  Laug'hnane 


School  Committee 


Term,  expires  1922 
Term  expires  1922 
Term  expires  1923 
Term  expires  1923 
Term  expires  1924 
Term  expires  1924 


Trustees  Jacob  Edwards  3Iemorial  Library 
George  Grant  Francis  L.  Chapin 

Fred  E.  Corbin  John  E.  Paige 

Louis  0.  Rieutord  E.  Benjamin  Armstrong 

Henry  Tetrault  For  the  Fund 

For  the  Town 


Cemetery  Committee 


Daniel  T.  Morrill 
Wardwell  M.  Edwards 
Seaver  M.  Rice 
George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr. 
Emery  Lavallee 
Alva  L.  Hyde 


Term 

expires 

1922 

Term 

expires 

1922 

Term 

expires 

1923 

Term 

expires 

1923 

Term 

expires 

1924 

Term 

expires 

1924 

Constables 

Ulric  Brault  Andrew  M.  Higgins  Patrick  Donnelley 

Marcus  L.  Dillaber  George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr. 

Thomas  Dodd 


Tax  Collector 
Eugene  E.  Gabree 


Planning  Board 
John  E.  Paige  George  Grant 

Felix  Gatineau  Jos.  E.  0 'Shaughnessy 

Herbert  E.  Wells  Louis  0.  Rieutord 

E.  Benjeman  Armstrong  Myron  B.  Clemence 
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Sewer  Commissioners 

Philip  Dagenais  Term  expires  1922 

George  W.  Lavallee  Term  expires  1923 

Joseph  A.  Allard  Term  expires  1924 


Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 

Ephrem  Chicoine 
Alfred  Dumas 
Conrad  E.  Maynard 


Park  Commissioners 

Kaymond  A.  Rice 
William  C.  Lunan 
Hector  M.  LeClair 


Tree  Warden 
Pierre  Benoit 


Trustees  of  Trust  Funds 

Arthur  0.  Boyer 


APPOINTIVE  OFFICERS 


Town  Counsel 
Louis  0.  Rieutord 


Superintendent  of  Schools 
Fred  E.  Corbin 


Care  of  Town  Clock 
George  T.  Armes 


Term  expires  1922 
Term  expires  1923 
Term  expires  1924 


Term  expires  1922 
Term  expires  1923 
Term  expires  1924 


John  J.  Delehanty 
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Pound  Keeper 
Joseph  Payaiit 


Keeper  of  Lockup 
Ulric  Brault  Assistant,  Joseph  D.  Proulx 


Janitor  of  Town  Hall  Building 
Victor  Gaumoiid 


Town  Accountant 
Valmore  P.  Tetreault 


Cattle  Inspector 
William  T.  Pugh.  V.  S. 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
Felix  Gatineaii 


Registrars  of  Voters 
S.  D.  Perry  Moses  Gagnon  J.  J.,  O'Shaughnessjr 

William  W.  Buckley,  Clerk 


Fire  Engineers 
Joseph  E.  Duchesneau.  Chief 
Louis  Lamothe  John  J.  Hogan 

George  W.  Laughnane  J.  Willard  Clafflin 

James  C.  Sangren,  Superintendent  of  Fire  Alarm 


Fire  Wardens 
Aimee  Langevin,  Chief 
Deputies 

Louis  Pontbriand  Joseph  Payant 

Dennis  Langevin  Jules  Livernois 

Adelard  Bouchard  Hiliare  Cournoyer 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


1.  Raymond  Apte 


Fence  Viewers 
Albert  J.  McKinstry 


Arthur  Desauliiiors 


Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark 
E.  C.  Ellis  Everett  M.  Morse 

Mederie  Duhamel  George  H.  Clemence 

Thomas  Hughes  George  Simpson 

A.  M.  Badger  A.  J.  Harwood 

Charles  L.  Woodbury  Wardwell  Edwards 


Field  Drivers 
Eli  Duquette 


Police  Officers 


John  S.  Hefner 

Thomas  Nichols 

Thomas  Troy 

Joseph  D.  Proulx 

Geo.  H.  Chaffin 

Napoleon  Boiteau 

Louis  Meunier 

J.  H.  Montigny  . 

H.  S.  Freeman 

Joseph  Dumas 

Felix  Gatineau 

Thomas  Cody 

Miss  Margaret  Butler 

John  Wilson 

James  Cameron 

A.  D.  Birtz 

James  Bickerstaff 

Geo.  W.  Lavallee 

Louis  Hetu 

John  Nichols 

Robert  Christiansen 

Napoleon  Biron 

Alex  Mominee 

Draper  A.  Story 

Henry  Lavoie 

Alonzo  T.  Rand 

Morris  Green 

Austin  Young 

John  Sherer 

Elzear  Proulx 

Alfred  Langevin 

Eugene  Lacasse 

John  Farquhar,  Sr. 

James  O'Niel 

Alfred  Tetreault 

George  T.  Armes 

Holf  Holmden 

Michael  Pendergast 

Eliot  Clemence 

I.  Raymond  Apte 

8 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


Alfred  Marand  James  Dentini 

Victor  Gaumond  Joseph  Dionne 

A.  J.  MeKinstry  Edward  J.  Vinnieombe 
Joseph  Payant 


Uniformed  Police  Force 

Ulrie  Breault,  Chief 

Andrew  M.  Higgins  Daniel  Blute 

Pierre  Cormier  Rudolphe  Lavigne 

Alpherie  Duplessis  George  H.  Fitts 

Joseph  Paquin  Ovila  Martin 

Patrick  Donnelley  Thomas  Dodd 
Joseph  Morin 


Soldiers'  Burial  Officer 
George  W.  Corey  George  Egan 


Puhlic 

George  L.  Potter 
Raoul  Thibeault 
Joseph  Laughnane 
E.  C.  Ellis 
Mederic  Duhamel 
Alfred  MeKinstry 
Thomas  Hughes 
Clarence  Morse 
Dennis  Langevin 
Wardwell  M.  Edwards 
E.  I.  Knowles 
Albert  R.  Webster 
E.  D.  Biiell 
Robert  Christenson 


Weighers 

Charles  L.  Woodbury 
George  N.  Crane 
Charles  Brousseau 
Alfred  Plimpton 
Ernest  Ferris 
William  Proulx 
George  E.  Morse 
C.  Russell  Morse 
John  St.  Martin 
Leon  Harwood 
Aimee  Langevin 
George  H.  Clemence 
A.  M.  Badger 
Michael  Prendergast 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


Herbert  R.  Harris  J.  Arthur  Genereiix 

Douglas  L.  West  Emery  L.  Root 

Edward  Jones 


Attendance  Officer 
Miss  Margaret  Butler 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  TREASURER 


For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1921 

Balance  cash  on  hand  January  1,  1921. .  $42,100  61 
Total  receipts  for  1921   773,094  03 


$815,194  64 

Disbursements  for  ^1921   765,637  32 


Balance  cash  on  hand  December  31,  1921  $49,557  32 

STATEMENT  SOUTHBRIDGE  NATIONAL  BANK 
December  31,  1921 
Town  of  Southbridge   $49,557  32 

FEDIX  A.  BOUVIEE. 

Treasurer. 
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CEMETERY  FUND 

Balance 

Interest 

Book  No.  Depository 

Dec.  31,1921  1921 

24902 

Dedliam  Institution  for  Savings  

$1000 

00 

$45  OO 

22841 

500 

00 

24  03 

9849 

1000 

00 

45  50 

32073 

Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank. .  . . 

1000 

00 

45  49 

153048 

Springfield  Institution  for  Savings. . 

50O 

00 

22  75 

8465 

2166 

68 

105  58 

378 

Southbridge  People's  National  Bank 

7724 

89 

329  53 

3592 

1045 

11 

25  75 

1498 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank.... 

1000 

00 

45  50 

3/91 

1000 

00 

45  49 

11619 

Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank . . . 

1004 

25 

45  68 

47299 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank 

1000 

00 

45  50 

55266 

Worcester  People  s  Savings  Bank . . 

1000 

00 

45  50 

54964 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1000 

00 

45  50 

Worcester    County    Institution  for 

500 

00 

22  75 

5,  $1000  4  1/4  2nd  Liberty  Bonds. . . 

5000 

00 

212  50 

3,  $1000  4  3/4  Victory  Bonds  

3000 

00 

142  50 

$29440  93 

$1294  55 

Total  Cemetery  Fund  Dec.  31,  1920  

$28206  04 

Added  to  Fund  in  1921  

1234  89 

Total  Cemetery  Fund  December  31,  1921 

$29440  93 

FELIX  A.  BOUVIER, 

Treasurer. 
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SINKING  FUND 


Book  No 
16257 
34032 
44901 
51856 
4443 
39639 
29970 

390502 
21209 
4459 
914 
42082 
21381 

130170 
73989 
50139 


Balance 

Depository  Dec.  31,1921 

Amherst  Savings  Bank   .$1135  95 

Clinton  Savings  Bank    1199  94 

Dedham  Institution  for  Savings.  . . .  958  09 

Fitchburg  Savings  Bank   1028  79 

Leicester  Savings  Bank    996  39 

Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank...  829  58 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank   1159  03 

Suffolk  Savings  Bank    1177  95 

SoutTibridge  8a\'ings  Bank   3566  63 

Southbridge  National  Bank   321  80 

S'outhbridge  People's  National  Bank  3676  58 

Ware  Savings  Bank    984  39 

Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank..  1228  03 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  1024  20 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank  945  91 

Worcester  People's  Savings  Bank..  1247  90 

16  Augusta,  Maine,  Water  Bonds. . .  1600O  00 


Interest 
1921 
$54  72 
52  20 
41  69 

49  56 
43  36 
36  08 

50  42 

51  2 
155 

1 

171 


2 

8C 

9- 


42  81 

53  4^ 


44 
41 
54  2f 
640  0( 


$37481  16    $1584  5( 
Total  Sinking  Fund  Dec.  31,  1920..  $35896  6( 

Interest  to  Sinking  Fund  in  1921   1584  5( 


Total  Sinking  Fund,  Dec,  31,  1921 


.  $37,481  K 


FELIX  A.  BOUVIER, 

Treasurer. 
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INVENTORIES  OF  JANUARY  1,  1922 

Totals  as  submitted  by  the  following  Departments: 

Board  of  Selectmen   $154105  75 

Town  Clerk    100  00 

Police  Department    836  50 

Fire  Department   110506  21 

Mot-h  Department    1  50 

Forest  Fire  Department    316  50 

Town  Accountant   35  00 

Sealer  of  Weig-hts  and  Measures   446  50 

Board  of  Health    6092  85 

Treasurer    270  40 

Highway  Department    8437  30 

Overseers  of  the  Poor   21975  00 

Cemetery  Department    1437  75 


$304,561  26 

FELIX  A.  BOUVIER, 

Treasurer. 


I  MARY  MYNOTT  FUND— LIBRARY 

■  Balance  Interest 

Book  No.       Depository  Dec.  31,1921  1921 

9529    Southbridge  Savings  Bank   $1000  00  $45  00 


BOYER  FUND— SCHOOLS 
31084    Southbridge  Savings  Bank   $228  ol        $9  53 


JESSE  J.  ANGELL  FUND 
3553    Southbridge  'People's  National  Bank    $1000  00 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 
Gentlemen : — 

In  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1921, 
I  will  say  the  system  of  accounting  has  been  carried  out  as  in  the 
previous  years  as  installed  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

^  As  for  suggestions  I  would  ask  that  all  Boards  and  Committees 
who  contract  bills  for  the  Town  to  have  same  billed  to  the  Town  of 
Southbridge  and  to  the  proper  department,  and  not  the  Chairmen  or 
Clerks  of  the  Boards  or  Committees.  If  this  is  complied  with,  it  will 
save  a  great  deal  of  correspondence.  The  same  careful  scrutiny  of 
aU  bills  is  maintained  as  in  former  years. 

Attention  should  be  brought  to  the  various  Departments  not  to 
contract  bills  in  excess  of  their  appropriation. 

A  few  of  our  merchants  hold  their  bills  too  long,  and  I  am  of 
the  opinion  if  they  were  filed  with  each  department  more  promptly, 
delayed  payment  would  be  avoided  and  would  be  of  great  assistance 
to  the  several  departments. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  our  various 
town  departments  for  their  hearty  cooperation  and  assistance  rend- 
ered during  the  year. 

Respectfully, 

VALMO'RE  P.  TETREAULT, 

Town  Accountant. 
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GENERAL  REVENUE 


TAXES 

Current  year  $263279  79 

Previous  years    28935  86 

Corporation  Tax    30346  30 

National  Bank    6604  83 

Income  Tax    4996  00 

Income  Tax,  general,  schools   8180  00 

Street  Railway  Tax     29  32 

Civilian  War  Poll  Tax   138  00 


Total  Tax   $342510  10 

LICENSES  AND  PE-RMITS 

Druggists    $1  00 

Junk   30  00 

Pedlers    320  OO 

Pool  and  Billiards    184  50 

Milk   37  50 

Common  victuallers,  fruits,  innholders   291  00 

Theatre   20  00 

Jitney    38  00 

Auctioneers'  ,   il3  00 

Second  hand  motor  (dealer)   30  00 

All  other    14  00 


Total  Licenses  and  Permits   $979  00 

FINES  AND  FORFEITS 
Court  fines    1879  50 

GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 

County  : 

Dog  Licenses   851  88 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  21 


Soldiers'  Exemption  from  State   1  38 

Jesse  J.  Angell  (Fund)    1 QQ  00 


Total  Grants  and  Gifts   $1853  26 

I  COMMERCIAL  REVENUE 

^  SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS 

Unapportioned  Sewer    $1775  76 

Apportioned  Sewer    156  88 

Sidewalks   422  47 

Total  Assessments    $2355  11 

co:\i]vi:eriCial  revenue— departmental 

Town  Hall,  rent    $802  50 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 
Police  Department : 

,  Rent   ,   $25  00 

'  All  other    2  00 


t    Total  Police  Department    $27  00 

™  INSPECTION 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures   $140  58 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Health: 

Contagions  Diseases    $6  00 

From  State    91  20 

Ambnlance  |   670  50 


Total  Health    $767  70 

.Sanitation : 

Sale  of  Sewer  materials   $5  00 
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HIGHWAYS 

Use  of  equipments    $54  35 

Bonus  on  notes    10  00 

All  other   16  00 


Total  Highways    $80  35 

CHARITIES* 

Almshouse : 

Sale  of  produce    $1007  41 

Sale  of  stock  and  tools   1632  50 

Sale  of  Town  Farm    6650  00 

Outside  Relief: 

Individuals   .  .   ^^10:2  47 

Sale  of  cord  wood  .   248  00 

Cities  and  Towns    529  88 

From  State   812  92 

Mothers'  Aid : 

Cities  and  Towns   558  24 

From  State    2761  28 


Total  Charities    $14302  70 

SOLDIERS  BENEFITS 

State  Aid    $892  00 

Military  Aid   180  00 

Soldiers'  Relief    213  63  ' 


Total  Soldiers'  Benefits    $1285  &Z 

SOHOODS  : 

Tuition   $3349  80  j 

Americanilzation   99p.  50  | 

Vocational    2981  70        .  _  i 
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Smith-Hughes  Fund  (1921)    1526  93 

Sale  of  books  and  supplies,  car  tickets,  etc . . .       150  50 

Total  Schools   \..  $8990  43 

LIBRARY 

Fines    $331  39 

Tailing"    8  75 

CEMETERY 

Care  of  Graves   $55  40 

Opening  Graves   148  00 


Total  Cemetery    $203  40 

INTEREST 

Deposits   $958  54 

Taxes    1302  04 

Sewer    19  75 

Trust  Funds : 

Sinking  Fund    640  00 

Perpetual  Fund    1294  55 

Mynott  Fnnd    45  00 


Total  Interest    $4319  88 

DEBTS 

Temporary  Loans   $315000  00 

North  Woodstock  Road    3500  OO 

Pleasant,  North  and  Main  Streets   13600  00 


$332100  00 

AGENCY 

State  and  Non-Resident  Bank  Tax   43824  28 
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Tax  Collected  for  Comity   14696  00 

Auditing  Municipal  Accounts   644  38 

Total  Agency    $59164  66 

TRUST  FUNDS 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund   $985  00 

Total  Receipts    $773094  03 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1921   42100  61 

$815194  64 


PAYMENTS 

GENERAL  OOVERNMENT 


Legislative : 

Moderator   $50  00 

Selectmen's  Salaries    $1100  00 

Clerk's  Salary    100  00 

.Stationery  and  postage    11  95 

Printing  and  advertising    184  90 

Carfares,  teams,  etc   2'9  00 

Telephone  .  63  30 

Relocation  of  streets    262  80 

Moving  of  town  scale    188  80 

Dog  Officer   16  50 

Serving  warrant  and  notices   23  40 

All  other    13  15 


$1993  80 
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Accountant : 

Salary    $1.5<)0  00 

Stationery  and  postage   35  08 

Printing  and  advertising    52  80 

Repairs  on  adding  machine    5  00 

All  other   7  00 


$1599  88. 


$700  00 
300  00 
104  46 
28  80 
10  28 
22  55 
160  00 
10  25 
62  00 


$1398  34 


Collector : 

Salary,  1918,  1919,  1920   $400  00 

Salary  on  account,  1921    600  00 

Clerk    300  00 

Stationery  and  postage    232  51 

Printing  and  advertising    116  20 

Telephone    33  70 

Bond   200  00 


$1882  41 


Treasurer: 

Salary   

Clerk   

Stationery  and  postage  .... 
Printing  and  advertising  . . . 

Carfare,  teams,  etc  

Teleplione   

Bond  and  Pay  Roll  Insurance 

Painting  fixtures   

Certifying  notes   


Assessors : 
Salaries 


$2100  00 
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Interpreters   '.  .  24  00 

Printing:  and  advertising    1156  85 

Stationery  and  postage    20  10 

'Carfares-,  teams,  etc   112  39 

Telephone    40  80 

Abstracts  of  deeds   58  97 

New  files    125  20 


Law : 

Towii  Counsel,  salary  

Town  Clerk : 

Recording  fees  .   $650  00 

Clerk  hire    400  00 

Stationery  and  postage    22  92 

Printing  and  advertising    85  55 

Telephone    31  77 


Election  and  Registration: 

Registrars'  salaries    $870  00 

Election  officers    384  00 

Rent  St.  Mary's  Hall    40  00 

Printing  and  advertising    993  35 

Meals   204  00 

All  other    7  50 


Town  Hall : 

Janitors  sala'ry    $1325  00 

Helpers    53  50 

Fuel    842  43 
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Lights   317  31 

Janitor's  supplies   53  53 

Repairs    385  38 

Water  supplies    59  36 

All  others   51  00 


$3087  51 

Less : 

Rent  from  School  Department    600  00 


$2487  51 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Salaries  and  Wages : 

Chief   $1936  09 

Patrolmen   18321  99 

Special    49  84 

Other  employees    42  98 

Auto  and  team  hire   437  87 


$20788  77 

Equipment  and  Repairs : 
Equipment  for  men   $174  99 

Fuel  and  lig-ht : 

Fuel   $171  50 

Light    117  11 


$288-  63 
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Maintenance  of  Building: 

Repairs    $10  00 

Janitor's  supplies    32  60 

All  other    67  50 


$110  10 

Other  Expenses  : 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage    $72  92 

Telephone    70  41 

Telephone  signal    510  35 

Transportation,  care  of  prisoners   351  19 

Rent   ,   780  00 

All  other   55  91 


$1840  78 


Total  Police  Department    $23203  25 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

Salaries  and  Wages  : 

Chief   $1820  00 

Engineers    725  00 

Permanent  men    7800  00 

Call  men    3364  73 


$13709  73 

Horse  Hire : 

Horse  Hire   $28  00 

Equipment  and  Repairs  : 

Apparatus    $6503  32 
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Hose    578  00 

Equipment  for  men    106  95 

Alarm  boxes,  etc   261  26 

Chief's  auto   2000  00 

All  other    24:  Oi 


$3836  U 

Fuel  and  Light: 

Fuel    $417  15 

Light    221  32 


$638  47 

Maintenance  of  Buildings: 

Repairs    $50  75 

Furniture  and  furnishings    124  91 

Laundry   17  75 

All  other    72  73 


$265  94 

Other  Expenses : 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage   $14  54 

Telephone    105  45 

Oil  and  gasoline    231  41 

All  other    11  50 


$362  90 

Total  Fire  Department    $18841  98 
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TREE  WARDEN 

Labor    $169  50 

Teams   '   52  61 

Tools  and  tool  repairs   8  25 

Storage  of  spraying  machine   48  00 


$278  36 


FOREST  FIRES 

Warden  .  . .  .    $19  20 

Fighting  fires    1098  50 

Team  hire    254  80 

Supplies    101  80 


$1474  30^ 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

Persons    $125  00 

Personal  property    60  00 


$185  OO' 


SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

Salary    $750  00 

Stationery    24  67 

Carfares,  teams,  etc   108  54 

Telephone    9  70 

Weights  and  measures    63>  81 
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All  other    43  28 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

HEALTH 

General  Administration : 

Salary  of  Board   $300  00 

Agent   500  00 

Stationery  and  postage    30  85 

Printing  and  advertising    22  95 

All  other    52  21 


Quarantine  and  Contagious  Diseases: 

Board  and  treatment    $100  00 

Medical  attendance    75  16 

Groceries    7  18 

Cities  and  Towns   76  37 

All  other    9  80 


^'uberculosis : 

Board  and  treatment   $2358  44 

Dispensary    200  00 

Shoes,  clothing,  etc   142  10 


^ital  Statistics: 
Births    $95  95 


$1000  00 


$906  01 


$268  51 


$2700  54 
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Deaths    18  75 


Inspector  School  Children : 

Salary  of  Physicians    $700  00 

Expenses    61  95 


Meat  and  Provisions: 

Salary    $400  00 

Expenses   179  55 


$114  70 


$761  95 


$579  55 


Animals : 

Salary    $300  00 

Expenses    10  50 

$310  50 

Milk  Inspector    $100  00 

Plumbing  Inspector   $900  00 

Vaccination    $51  00 

Public  Health  Xurse: 

Salary    $1189  00 


Total  Health    $7881  76 

Eefuse  and  Garbage : 

Contract    $1683  33 


SEWER  MAINTENANCE 

Administration : 

Commissioners'  Salaries    $300  00 
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Superintendent    1500  00 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage   14  32 

Telephone,  etc   63  90 


$1888  22 

$258  69 
152  91 
175  64 
5  79 
195  65 
39  96 


$828  64 


Total  Sewer  Maintenance    $2706  86 


STREET  ODEANING 

General  Cleaning: 

Labor    $1475  50 

Teams    1006  55 


$2482  05 

Sanitary  Cleaning: 

Labor    $ai37  70 

Teams    581  82 

Equipment    30  90 

Manhole  and  grate    50  20 

All  other   20  52 


$1821  14 

Pavement  Cleaning: 
Labor   $1219  75 


General : 

Labor   

Tools  and  equipment 
Pipe  and  fittings  . . 

Lumber   

Surveys   

All  other   
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Teams    629  31 

'Supplies  and  brushes   116  52 

Equipment  and  repairs    221  42 

Lumber    47  55 

Water  supplies    4  31 


$2238  86 


mOHWAYS 


General  Administration : 

Hig'hway  Surveyor    $1500  00 

Clerk    300  00 

Telephone  etc   24  37 


$1824  37 

General  Maintenance: 

Labor   $6023  91 

Teams    3079  03 

Broken  stone,  gravel  and  sand...'   1213  11 

Equipment  and  repairs    1074  62 

Use  of  truck   3645  00 

Water  supply   6  00 

Printing  and  Postage    93  32 

Culverts    33  09 

Weed  killer   57  75 

Fuel  for  steam  roller   88  32 

All  other    88  64 


$15402  79 


Oiling  Street: 
Oil   


$175  00 
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Labor  contract    1844  14 


$2019  14 

Snow  and  Ice : 

Labor    $1312  75 

Teams    377  75 

Sand    52  00 

All  other    30  00 


$1772  50 

Sidewalk  Repairs : 

.  Labor    $2218  38 

Teams    531  58 

Use  of  truck    165  00 

Material    2368  02 

All  other    119  60 


$5402  50 


Total  Highways    $26421  38 


STREET  LIGHTS 
Contract    $13959  88 


BRIDGES 

Labor  (contract)   $218  30 

Labor    183  00 

Material    53  65 

Teams    15  00 


$449  95 
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MAINTENANCE  OF  PERMANENT  ROADS 


Labor    $1438  00 

Teams   836  34 

Use  of  truck    48  75 

Tarvia,  materials    2410  37 

Equipment  and  repairs   196  78 

-  Freight    66  81 

Special  work  (Woodstock  Road)   2997  73 


$7994  78 


RAILINGS 

Labor    $455  59 

Teams    57  75 

Lumber    271  32 

Supplies    105  44 


$890  10 


CHARITIES 


General  Administration : 
(Poor  Department : 

Salaries   $700  00 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage   100  45 

Carfares,  investigator    68  66 

Typewriter    75  00 

Telephone    80  35 

Auto  hire    86  00 

All  other    16  50 


$1126  96 
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Outside  Poor: 

Groceries    $7705  84 

Coal  and  wood    982  25 

Board  and  care    3677  06 

Medicins  and  medical  attendance    419  02 

State  institutions    420  36 

Rent  and  aid  rendered,  including  chopping 

wood    4083  17 

Burial,  clothing,  etc   1053  53 

Town  physician's  salary   350  OO 


$18691  23 

Relief  by  Other  Cities  and  Towns: 

Cities    $850  74 

Towns    282  75 


$1133  49 

Mothers'  Aid : 

By  town   $8032  26 

Other  cities  and  towns   28  64 


$8060  90 


Total  Outside  Relief    $29012  58 

Almshouse : 

S^uperintendent    $975  00 

Other  employees    780  00 

Groceries  and  provisions    1476  54 

Dry  goods  and  clothing    675  45 

Fuel  and  light    545  08 

Hay  and  grain    834  83 

Maintenance  of  auto  truck    357  84 

Signs    51  00 

Horse  shoeing  and  tools  repaired   104  62 
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Medicine  and  medical  attendance   199  64 


$6000  00 

New  Almshouse: 

Cost  of  property    $12(^00  00 

Repairs  and  equipment   7500  00 


$19500  00 

Soldiers'  Benefits: 

State  aid     $864  00 

Military  aid    425  00 


$1289  00 

Soldiers'  Relief: 

Fuel    '324  25 

Groceries  and  pro\4sions    662  95 

Cas'h    14211  50 

Medicine  and  medical  attendance    209  25 

All  other    30  15 


$2648  10 

Total  Soldiers'  Benefits    $3937  10 


SCHOOLS 


Administration : 

Salary  of  Superintendent    $3430  04 

Truant  officer    208  31 

Stationery  printing  and  postage    317  41 

Telephone    180  98 

Traveling  expenses    184  22 

Automobile  hire    1-4  22 
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All  other    97  28 


Teachers'  Salaries: 

Hi^h    $11951  2o 

Elementary    47286  84 

Evening    1582  00 

Americanization    2127  00 

Continuation    7271  00 

Vocational    10127  09 


$4542  4<] 


$80345.  H 


TEXT  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES 


High: 

Text  books  %   $658  67 

All  other  school  supplies    525  67 


$1184  34 

Elementary : 

Text  books    $1452  13 

All  other  school  supplies    2065  62 


$3517  75 

Diplomas  and  graduating'  expenses   71  00 


Total  Schools    $114193  85 


LIBRARY 

Librarian   $1443  00 

Assistants    1303  28 
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Janitor    1300  OO 


Books,  Periodicals,  etc. : 

Books    $436  90 

Periodicals    43  45 


Binding : 

Books   $192  14 

Periodicals    54  50 

Fuel  and  Lights : 

Fuel    $755  63 

Lights    212  89 


Buildings : 

Repairs    $2|1  10 

Water  supply   .'   10  60 

All  other    23  42 


$4046  28 


$480  35 


$246  64 


$968  52 


$55  12 


Other  Expenses: 

Stationery,  printing  and  postage    $116  29 

Telephone    45  90 

All  other   40  38 

$202  57 

Mynott  Fund,  books    $44  62 


Total  Library 


$6044  10 


ANNUAL  REPORTb 


41 


PLAYGROUNDS  AND  BATH  HOUSES 


Instructors    $1644  70 

Labor    41  20 

Sand    50  50 

Apparatus    88  32 

Rent,  grounds  (Central  Mills  Co.)   85  00 

Repairs    687  43 

Teachers'  supplies    102  85 


$2700  00 


UNCLASSIFIED 

Insurance : 

Liability    $830  73 

Town  Hall   352  62 

Almshouse    205  39 

School    367  54 

Library    196  91 

Fire  Department    48  42 

Boilers   261  03 

Auto  liability   60  60 

Town  barn    26  70 

Ambulance    30  00 


$2379  94 

Ambulance : 

'Setting  heater    $27  67 

Supplies    43  01 

Laundry  work    11  68 

Oil  and  gasoline    158  30 

Meals  (Driver)    22  10 

Telephone    40 
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All  Other    '    21  90 


$285  06 

Annual  reports    $990  56 

Band  Concerts : 

Music    $250  00 

-  Care  of  Town  Clock    $50  00 

Memorial  Day: 

G.  A.  R.  /   $200  00 

S.  W.  V   100  00 

American  Legion    150  00 


$450  00 

liVater  and  Ice  : 

Hydrants    $6365  63 

Labor    14  25 

Drinking  fountains    318  00 

Repairing  bubblers    20  98 

Ice    465  05 


$7183  91 

'Cemetery : 

Superintendent   $200  00 

Teams   132  50 

Labor    2322  45 


$2654  95 

Other  Expenses : 

Shrubs,  etc  '   $129  50 

Tools    91  59 

Supplies    84  90 

All  ol^her    33  20 


$339  19 


Total  Cemetery 


$2994  14 
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INTEREST 

Temporary  Loans : 

Anticipation  of  revenue    $8272  20 

General  Loans: 

Sewer    2510  00 

Highways    3697  48 

Schools    2828  49 

Soldiers'  monument    90  00 


$H:m  17 


DEBT 

Temporary  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  revenue   $300000  00 

•General  Loans : 

Sewer    $2000  00 

HighArays    ;14950  00 

Schools    7350  00 

Soldiers'  monument    1000  00 


Total  indebtedness    $325300  00 

Agency : 

State  and  non-Resident  Bank  Tax   $43653  46 

Collected  for  County   14696  00 

Auditino:  municipal  accounts    644  38 

'State  Hig^hway  Tax    170  82 


$59164  66 

:^inking  fund  (Interest  deposited)   $640  00 

Cemetery  perpetual  care  fund    1234  89 

Jesse  J.  Angell  fund    1000  00 


$2874  89 
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OUTLAYS 

Police  Station  Plans: 

Expenses  to  various  cities   $56  2^ 

School  plans    $47  (X' 


SURVEYS 

Morris  Street  Sewer : 

Labor  (Contract)    $1539  51 

Labor    49  75 

Engineering   92  50 

Material    165  36 


$1847  12 


West  Street  Sidewalk : 

Survey    $15  00 

Material    7  44 

Labor  (Contract)    1922  65 

Use  of  truck    30  00 

$1975  09 

Maple  Street  Sidewalk : 
Contract    $1000  00 

North  Woodstock  Road: 

Labor  (Contract)    $7299  29 

Tarvia    748  80 

Material    613  11 

All  other    72  38 


$8733  58 


Eastford  Road: 

Labor    $1691  75 

Teams    991  59 

Use  of  truck    90  00 
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$2995  34 


$4955  67 


Tools    68  90 

[Setting  grade    104  95 

All  other    48  15 


^orth  Street  Paving : 

Labor  (Contract)    $2410  19 

Material    2363  59 

Plans    100  00 

All  other    81  89 


Iklain  Street  Paving : 

Labor  (Contract)    $1781-  76 

Survey    75  00 

Material    1741  34 

All  other    1  90 

$3600  00 

■^leasant  Street  Oiling: 

Survey    $75  00 

•Labor  (Contract)    4859  59 

Material    3860  12 

All  other   1  90 

$8796  61 

'otal  payments    $765637  32 

Jash  on  hand  December  31,  1921    49557  32 


$815194  64 


OUTSTAXDIXG  BILLS 
"The  following  are  the  outstanding  bills  as 
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of  December  31,  1921,  with  the  Department 
Heads  have  expended  in  excess  of  their  appro- 


priations : 

Highway  Department    $73  27 

Sanitary  cleaning    16  50 

Maintenance  of  permanent  roads   387  57 

Playgrounds   199  21 


V  $676  55 


VALMORE  P.  TETREAULT, 

Town  Accountant. 


Id  o 
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REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge : 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  their  report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1921,  as  compiled  by  the  Town  Account- 
ant. 

Your  attention  is  called  to  many  important  matters  to  be  pre- 
sented at  the  next  Annual  meeting.  As  the  disposition  of  many  of 
these  matters  may  result  in  a  decided  increase  in  expenditures  by  the 
Town  and  a  resulting  increase  in  our  tax  rate  it  is  important  that 
our  people  take  an  active  interest  in  consideration  of,  and  action  on, 
the  same  at  the  Town  Meeting. 

The  serious  need  of  better  school  accomodations  are  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Finance  Committee  and  should  have  the  active 
interest  of  the  people  of  the  Town. 

It  is  expected  that  the  appropriations  asked  for  by  the  different 
departments  for  1922  will  exceed  those  of  previous  years  and,  while 
many  of  these  appropriations  must  be  made  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  State  laws,  it  is  important  that  action  on  the 
full  budget  should  have  the  consideration  and  support  of  a  large  part 
of  the  voters  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  and  your  attendance  and 
interest  in  this  meeting  is  respectfully  requested. 

Respectfully  submitted 

R.  A.  RICE, 

A.  L.  DESAULINERS, 

W.  J.  LAMOUREUX, 

Selectmen  of  Southbridge. 


REPORT  OF  AN  AUDIT  OF 

THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  SOUTHBRIDGE 

Made  in  accordance  with  the  Provisions  of  Section  35,  Chapter  44, 

General  Laws  * 


February  3rd,  1  922 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
BUREAU  OF  STATISTICS 

STATE  HOUSE,  BOSTON 

February  3,  1921. 

To  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 

Mr.  Raymond  A.  Rice.  Chairman. 
Southbridge.  Massachusetts. 

Gentlemen : 

I  submit  herewith  my  report  of  an  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the 
town  of  Southbridge  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1921,  made  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  35,  Chapter  44.  of  the  Gen- 
eral Laws.  This  report  is  in  the  form  of  a  report  made  to  me  by 
Mr.  Edward  H.  Penton,  Chief  Examiner  of  this  Division,  who  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  work. 

Very  truly  yours 

THEODORE  N.  WADDELL, 
TNW-LB  Director  of  Accounts. 
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Mr.  Theodore  N.  Waddell, 
Director  of  Accounts, 

Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation, 
State  House,  Boston. 

Sir : 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  I  have  made  an  audit  of  the 
accounts  of  the  town  of  Southbridge  for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1921,  and  submit  the  following  report  thereon : 

The  finance' '^-1  transactions  of  the  town,  as  recorded  on  the  books 
of  the  several  departments,  were  examined  and  checked  in  detail. 

The  receipts  as  shown  by  the  accountant's  books  were  checked 
with  the  amounts  reported  by  the  treasurer,  and  with  the  reported 
payments  to  the  treasurer  by  the  several  departments.  The  "ex- 
penditures charged  against  the  several  appropriations  on  the  ledger 
were  checked  to  the  selectmen's  warrants  and  with  the  approved  bills 
and  pay-rolls  on  file ;  and  the  warrants  were  proved  and  checked  with 
the  payments  made  by  the  treasurer.  , 

The  classification  book  was  examined,  a  comparison  being  made 
with  the  ledger  accounts,  and  the  appropriation  accounts  were  check- 
ed with  the  town  clerk's  records  of  appropriations  and  transfers 
voted  by  the  town. 

An  analysis  was  made  of  the  ledger  accounts  for  the  year  and 
journal  entries  made  and  posted  for  the  necessary  adjustments. 
From  these  accounts  a  balance  sheet,  which  is  appended  to  this  re- 
port was  prepared  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  town 
December  31,  1921. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  treasurer  were  examined,  the  cash 
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balance  as  shown  by  his  books  on  January  10,  1922,  being  proved  by 
a  reconciliation  of  the  bank  balances  and  reconciled  back  to  December 
31.  1921. 

The  receipts  as  recorded  by  the  treasurer  were  checked  with  the 
records  of  the  several  departments  collecting  money  for  the  town,  with 
the  accountant's  book  and  with  the  State  settlement  sheets:  and  the 
expenditures  were  checked  with  the  selectmen's  warrants  authorizing 
the  treasurer  to  disburse  town  funds. 

Debt  and  interest  payments  were  compared  with  the  amounts 
falling  due  and  with  cancelled  bonds,  notes  and  coupons  on  file. 

The  savings  bank  books  and  securities  representing  investments 
of  the  sinking  and  trust  funds  in  the  custody  of  the  treasurer  were 
examined  and  found  to  be  as  recorded. 

The  sewer  assessments  committed  to  the  treasurer  for  collection 
were  verified,  the  collections  being  checked  to  the  treasurer's  cash 
book  and  the  accountant's  book,  and  the  outstanding  accounts  being 
listed  and  proved  to  the  control  account  in  the  accountant's  ledger. 

The  books  and  accounts  of  the  collector  of  taxes  were  examined 
and  checked,  the  additions  were  v  erified  and  corrections  made  on  the 
cash  and  commitment  books.  The  collections  were  compared  with  the 
payments  to  the  treasurer  as  recorded  on  the  treasurer's  and  ac- 
countant's books,  and  entries  made  to  correct  differences  between 
taves,  assessments,  and  interest  collected  and  turned  over  to  the 
treasurer.  The  commitments  were  proved,  abatements  w^ere  checked 
to  the  assessers'  records  of  abatements  granted,  and  the  outstanding 
accounts  listed  and  reconciled  with  the  control  accounts  in  the  ac- 
countant's ledger. 

A  further  verification  of  the  outstanding  tax  accounts  was  made 
by  mailing  150  notices  to  persons  whose  names  appeared  on  the  books 
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as  owing  money  to  the  town.    One  claim  of  payment  of  $50.60  was 
received,  and  upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  collector  had  ' 
this  amount  s£'t  aside  not  knowing  to  whom  to  credit  it.    The  matter 
was  adjusted  and  proper  entries  made  on  the  books. 

An  overentry  of  fifty  dollars  was  made  in  the  cash  book  by  the  ; 
collector  and  settlement  w^as  made  to  the  treasurer  on  that  basis.  In 
cases  where  the  cash  book  calls  for  more  than  was  apparently  collected, 
the  entries  should  be  checked  with  the  stubs  of  the  tax  bills  or  with 
the  committed  amounts  and  corrections  made,  so  that  settlement  may 
be  made  to  the  treasurer  out  of  actual  collections.  The  collector  should 
use  care  in  making  payments  to  the  treasurer  to  indicate  the  proper 
amounts  to  be  credited  to  taxes,  assessments  and  interest.  ' 

The  work  of  the  collector's  assistant  is  very  neat  a;nd  accurate. 

In  addition  to  the  departments  and  accounts  mentioned,  the  re- 
cords of  the  receipts  of  the  cemetery,  selectmen,  town  clerk,  sealer 
of  weights  and  measures,  health,  poor,  library,  school,  highway  and 
police  departments  were  examined  and  checked  with  the  treasurer's 
and  the  accountant's  books. 

In  this  connection  I  would  state  that,  in  addition  to  the  assets 
as  shown  by  the  balance  sheet  drawn  from  the  ledger  accounts,  there 
were  outstanding  on  December  31,  1921,  departmental  bills-receivable  ' 
amounting  to  $5658.85. 

In  the  past  the  collections  on  such  bills  have  been  credited  dir- 
ectly to  estimated  revenue,  but  a  change  in  the  handling  of  these  ^ 
items  is  advisable.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  each  month 
departments  which  send  out  bills  should  furnish  the  accountant  with 
a  list  of  them,  to  be  set  up  on  his  ledger  under  the  headings  of  the 
various  departments  as  bills  receivable,  the  total  of  all  such  being  bal- 
anced by  a  "  Departmental  Revenue ' '  account.  The  collections  of 
such  charges  should  be  credited  to  the  bills  receivable  accounts,  and 
at  the  end  of  each  month,  a  transfer  of  the  total  amount  collected 
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should  be  made  by  a  journal  entry,  debiting  departmental  revenue 
account  and  crediting  estimated  revenue  account. 

This  would  be  a  more  businesslike  way  of  accounting  for  such 
•charges ;  the  ledger  would  then  show  at  all  times  the  amount  due  for 
•each  department  and  these  amounts  could  be  included  in  the  balance 
sheet  at  any  time. 

A  transcript  was  taken  of  the  town  clerk's  record  of  appropria- 
tions and  transfers  and  of  the  debt  record. 

The  surety  bonds  of  the  collector  and  treasurer  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  their  duties,  were  examined  and  found  to  be  in  proper 
iform. 

The  surety  bond  of  the  town  clerk,  required  by  law,  was  not  in 
^evidence. 

Appended  to  this  report  art  tables  showing  a  reconciliation  of  the 
■treasurer's  and  the  collector's  cash,  summaries  of  the  tax,  assessment, 
.and  cemetery  accounts,  together  with  tables  relative  to  the  sinking 
^nd  trust  funds  and  a  balance  sheet. 

For  the  uniform  courtesy  received  and  the  co-operation  extended 
by  the  various  department  officials  while  I  was  engaged  in  making  the 
.audit,  I  wish,  on  behalf  of  my  assistants  and  myself,  to  express  my 
.appreciation. 

Respectfully  submitted 


EHP-LB 


EDW.  H.  FENTOX. 

Chief  Examiner. 
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RECONCILIATION  OF  TREASURER'S  CASH 

Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1921   $42100  61 

Receipts  January  1  to  December  31,  1921    773094  03 

$815194  64 

Payments  January  1  to  December  31,  1921  $765637  32 
Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1921    49557  32 

$815194  64 


Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1922   $49557  32 

Receipts  January  1  to  10,  inclusive,  1922   4250  15 

$53807  47 

Payments  Janup^^y  1  to  10,  inclusive,  1922, 

"  Warrant  Nof  1   $6094  02 

Cash  on  hand  January  10,  1922   47713  45 

$53807747 


Cash' on  hand  January  10,  1922   $47713  :45 

In  Southbridge  National  Bank,  January  10,  • 

1922,  per  bank  statement   $48889  40 

Less  outstanding  checks,  per  list   1175  95 

$47713  45 


RECONCILIATION  OP  COLLECTOR'S  CASH 
Due  from  collector  of  taxes,  January  10,  1922 : 


Taxes,  1919   $26  72 

Taxes,  1920   14  00 

Taxes,  1921  .'   722  95 

Interest  taxes  1921  '.   3  79 

Sewer  Assessments  due  1921   131  40 

$898  86 

Overpayment  to  treasurer,  1921   $51  96 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  61 


Cash  on  hand  January  10,  1922,  per  count    883  44 

$935  40 

^Cash  over    36  54 

$898  86 


TAXES— 1918 

•Outstanding  January  1,  1921   $67  60 

Unlocated  difference   9  38 

$76  98 

Overpayment  to  treasurer   $1  59 

Payments  to  treasurer,  1921   60  76 

Abatements,  1921   14  63 

$76  98 


INTEREST  TAXES— 1918 

•Collections,  1921  

Payments  to  treasurer 


TAXES— 1919 

•Outstanding  January  1,  1921,  per  audit  report. . .  $5069  66 


Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1921   50  74 

■Overpayment,  1921   09 

Abatements  after  payment   6  00 

$5126  49 

:Payments  to  treasurer,  1921   $3678  67 


$4  00 
$4  00 


62 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


Abatements,  1921   1216  89 

Outstanding  December  31,  1921   204  21 

Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1921   26  72 

$5126  49 


Outstanding  January  1,  1922   $204  21 

Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1922   26  72 

$230  93 

Payments  to  treasurer,  January  6,  1922   $5  13 

Cash  on  hand,  January  10,  1922   26  72 

Outstanding  January  10,  1922,  per  list   199  08 

$230  93 


INTEREST  ON  1919  TAXES 


Collections  to  January  10,  1922   $355  17 

Payments  to  treasurer  to  December  31,  1921. . .  .  $354  53 
Payments  to  treasurer  January  6,  1922   64 

$355  17 


TAXES— 1920 
Outstanding  January  1,  1921,  per 


audit  report    $33070  43 

Cash  on  hand,  January  1,  1921,  per 

audit  report    1198  24 

Unlocated   difference,    January  1, 

1921,  per  audit  report   33 

Abatements  after  payments   9  58 

Duplicate  abatements    10  00 
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Overpayments   

Payments  to  treasurer,  1921   $25193  68 

Less  overpayments    51  96 

Abatements,  1921   

Error  in  entering  December  War- 
rant   

Outstanding  December  31,  1921  .  . . 

Outstanding  January  1.  1922   

Payments  to  treasurer,  January  6, 

1922   

Cash  on  hand,  January  10,  1922.  .  .  . 
Outstanding  January  10.  1922,  per 
list   


1  78 


$25141  72 
1345  68 

30 

7802  66 


$34290  36 


$34290  36 


$7802  66 


$521  53 
14  00 

7267  13 


$7802  66 


INTEREST  TAXES— 1920 
Cash  on  hand,  January  1.  1921,  per  audit  report. .    $14  58 
Collections  1921    873  22 

$887  80 

Payments  to  treasurer.  1921   $887  80 

Collections  to  January  10,  1922   $34  51 

Payments  to  treasurer  to  January  10,  1922   $34  51 


Commitment  July  19th 


TAXES— 1921 
  $19460  00 
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Commitment  September  3  , 

Commitment  December  20.  .... , 

Abatement  after  payment  , 

Polls  abated  not  committed  

-  Payments  to  treasurer.  1921.  .  . .  , 

Abatements   

Cash  on  hand,  December  31,  1921 
Outstanding  December  31,  1921. 


339411  45 
2529  65 

$361401  10 

  5  00 

  8  00 

$361414  10 

  $322443  35 

  1571  30 

  1497  90 

  35901  55 

$361414  10 


Outstanding  January  1,  1922  ,   $35901  55 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1922   1497  90 

$37399  45 

Payments  to  treasurer,  January  6.  1922   $2602  30 

Cash  on  hand,  January  10,  1922   722  95 

Outstanding  January  10  1922,  per  list   34074  20 

$37399  45 


INTEREST  TAXES— 1921 

Collections  to  January  10.  1922   $122  01 

Payments  to  treasurer.  December  31,  1921   $106  30 

Paid  treasurer,  January  6,  1922   11  92 

Cash  on  hand,  January  10,  1922   3  79 

$122  01 


STREET  OILING  ASSESSMENTS 
Outstanding  January  1,  1921   $375  50 
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Abatements  per  vote  at  Town  Meeting.  1921   $375  50 


APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS— 1920 

Outstanding  January  1,  1921   $116  30 

Payments  to  treasurer,  1921   $116  30 


COMMITTED  INTEREST.  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS— 1920 

Outstanding  January  1.  1921   $10  46 

Pavments  to  treasurer,  1921   $10  46 


APPORTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS— 1921 

Commitment    $258  37 

Payments  to  treasurer.  1921   $48  82 

Outstanding  December  31.  1921   209  55 

$258  37 

Outstanding  January  1,  1922   $209  55 

Cash  on  hand,  January  10,  1922.   $131  40 

Outstanding  January  10,  1922,  per  list   78  15 

$209  55 


COMMITTED  INTEREST.  SEWER  ASSESSMENTS— 1921 
Commitment    $11  58 
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Payments  to  treasurer.  1921    $9  76 

Outstanding  December  31,  1921   1  82 

$11  58 


UXAPPOKTIONED  SEWER  ASSESSMENT 

Outstanding  January  1,  1921   $2085  51 

Commitment    2193  94 

$4279  45 

Collections   $1775  76 

Abatements   .         97  55 

Apportioned    956  51 

Outstanding  December  31,  1921   1449  63 

$4279  45 


SIDEWALK  ASSESSMENTS 

Commitment,  1921   $500  00 

Payments  to  treasurer.  1921   $422  47 

Outstanding  December  31,  1921   77  53 

$500  00 


CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT  ACCOUNTS 

Outstanding  January  1,  1921 : 

Perpetual  care   $120  00 

Lots  and  graves   88  00 

Opening  graves   65  00 
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Annual  care   11  00 

Charges : 

Perpetual  care   $850  00 

Lots  and  graves   435  00 

Opening  graves   150  00 

Annual  care   18  00 

Foundations    42  40 


$284  00 


$1495  40 


$1779  40 

Payments  to  treasurer   $1188  40 

Cancelled : 

Opening  graves   $4  00 

Perpetual  care   40  00 

$44  00 

Outstanding  December  31,  1921: 

Perpetual  care    $240  00 

Lots  and  graves   228  00 

Opening  graves   63  00 

Annual  care   16  00 

$547  oa 


$1779  40 


CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT  ACCOUNTS 

Outstanding  January  1  ,1922 : 

Perpetual  care    $240  00 

Lots  and  Graves   228  00 

Opening  graves    63  00 

Annual  care    16  00 


$547  00 
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Cash  on  hand  January  25,  1922 . .  $197  00 

Outstanding  January  25,  1922: 

Perpetual  care    $140  00 

Lots  and  graves   143  00 

Opening  graves    51  00 

Annual  care   16  00 


$350  00 

$547  00 


SINKIXG  FUND 


On  hand  beginning  of  year  

On  hand  at  end  of  year  

Receipts 

Income   $1584  50 

Total   $1584  50 


Savings 

EVeposits  Securities  Total 

$19896  66  $16000  00  $35896  66 

$21481  16  $16000  00  $37481  16 

Payments 
Deposited  in  savings  bank 

$1584  50 

Total    $1584  50 


MARY  MYNOTT  LIBRARY  FUND 

Savings 

Deposits  Total 

On  hand  at  beginning  of  year   $1000  00    $1000  00 

On  hand  at  end  of  year   $1000  00    $1000  00 

Receipts  Payments 

Income   $45  00  Transferred  to  library  $45  00 

Total   $45  00        Total    $45  00 
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PEBPETUAL  CARE  FUND 
Savings 

Deposits      Securities  Total 

On  hand  at  beginning  of 


year    $249  89    $20206  04    $8000  00    $28455  93 

On  hand  at  end  of  year   $21433  93    $8000  00    $29433  83 

Receipts  Payments 

Saving  deposits  with- 
drawn   $7  00    Deposited  in  bank   $1234  89 

Income    1287  55    Care  o  flots   1294  55 

Deposits   for  perpetual 

care    690  00 

Lots  sold    295  00 

Cash  on  hand  beginning 

of  year   249  89 


Total   $2529  44        Total    $2529  44 


ALEXIS  BOYER,  JR.,  SCHOOL  FUND 

Savings 

Deposits  Total 

On  hand  beginning  of  year   $218  58     $218  58 

On  hand  end  of  year   $223  49      $223  49 

Receipts  Payments 

Income    $4  91    Deposited  in  savings  bank  $4  91 

Total    $4  91        Total    $4  91 


JESSE  J.  ANGELL  CHARITY  FUND 

Savings 

Deposits  Total 

On  hand  beginning  of  year  
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On  hand  at  end  of  year   $1000  00      $1000  00 

Receipts  Payments 
Deposited    in  savings 

Bequest    $1000  00       bank   $1000  00 

Total    $1000  00  Total   $1000  00 
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REPORT  OF  FIRE  ENGINEERS 


In  accordance  with  law  and  custom,  we  submit  the  following- 
report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1921,  showing  the  number 
of  fires  we  responded  to,  the  value  of  property  endangered  where 
losses  ocurred. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF 
VALUATION  OF  PROPERTY  UNDER  OUR  SUPERVISION 


Two  Fire  Stations   $65000  00 

Fire  Apparatus   28700  00 

Fire  Department  Supplies    8320  49 

Gamewell  Fire  Alarm  System    7015  62 

House  Furniture  and  Furnishings    1347  10 

Extra  Tools   123  00 


$110506  21 

The  Town  Accountant's  report  will  show  a  balance  of  Two  Dol- 
lars and  two  cents. 

■  We  were  called  to  133  fires  in  all,  14  whistle  and  119  still  alarms. 
The  value  of  property  endangered :  buildings,  $453,940.00 ;  Loss  on 
buildings,  $22,115.00;  Insurance  on  buildings,  $302,246.00;  insur- 
ance paid  on  buildings,  $19,394.00;  Value  of  contents,  $291,800.00: 
Loss  on  contents  $15,977.67;  Insurance  on  contents,  $183,400.00; 
Insurance  paid  on  contents,  $12,937.67. 
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PERMITS  TO  SELL  AND  KEEP  EXPLOSIVES 


We  are  pleased  to  state  that  the  owners  of  garages  are  complying 
with  the  law,  and  in  a  very  short  time  we  expect  every  garage  in 
town  to  conform  with  it. 


ROLL  CALL  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS 

Joseph  E.  Ducheneau,  Chief. 
George  W.  Laughnane,  Assistant  Chief. 
Louis  Lamothe,  Assistant  Chief. 
Willard  J.  Claflin,  Assistant  Chief 
John  J.  Hogan,  Assistant  Chief  and  Clerk 


Fireworks   

Explosives   

To  maintain  public  garages 


16 

8 
7 


INSPECTIONS 


Hotels  and  boarding  houses 

Tenement  houses,  etc  

Private  Garages   

Calls  for  lung  motor  . .  . .  . 
Ambulance  calls   


14 
750 
335 
2 
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PERMANENT  MEN 


Henry  Lavoie 
George  M.  Lamothe 
George  A.  Larochelle 


Oswald  Meunier 
Govan  J.  Wright 


HOSE  CO. 


NO.  1 


Joseph  Brouillette,  Captain 
Isidore  Ducheneau,  Lieut. 
Joseph  Morin 
Henry  Desaulniers 


Paul  Fontaine 
Hermisdas  Duplessis 
Arthur  Durocher 
Harmisdas  Belanger 
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Alfred  Langevin  Theophile  Lafebver 

Michael  Maloney  Napoleon  Garceau,  First  Sub 

Joseph  Ford  Leo  Brodeur,  Second  Sub. 


HOOK  AND  LADDER  CO  .NO.  1 

Joseph  Lucier,  Captain  Felix  Lavallee 

John  B.  Cassavant,  Lieut.  Alfred  Bucher 

Leander  Coutu  Henry  Lamontagne 

Oliver  Paul  Philias  Dufault 

IVilbrod  Paul  Arthur  McDonald 


HOSE  CO.  NO.  2 

Paul  Potvin,  Captain 
Hosea  Weld,  Lieut. 
Frank  J.  Greenwood,  Engin'r 
George  W.  Lavallee 
Origene  Paul 


Paul  Degrenier 
Adelard  Dumas 
Louis  E.  Farland 
Alphonse  J.  Delehanty 
Frank  Duteau 


ELECTRICIAN 
James  J.  Sangfren 


ALARMS 

January  -ith,  1921 — Box  34.  Alarm  4.15  p.  m.  Recall  6  p.  m. 
Brick  block,  117  Main  street.  Owned  by  Alfred  AUard.  Cause, 
lefective  flue  pipe.  Insured. 


January  26th — Box  28  Alarm  5.25  a.  m.  Recall  7.30  a.  m.  41 
Pine  street,  3-tenement  house  owned  by  Pinsonneault  Estate.  Cause, 
lefective  flue  pipe.  Insured. 

March  1st— Box  34.  Alarm  10.30  a.  m.  Recall  11.00  a.  m. 
Brick  block,  98  Main  street,  owned  by  George  H.  Hartwell.  Cause, 
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explosion  of  alcohol.  Insured. 

April  8th— Box  46.  Alarm  8.25.  Recall  9.25.  24  Lens  stret 
Wooden  building  owned  by  Alfred  Boucher.  Cause,  sparks  fro 
saw.  Insured. 

July  14th — Box  32.    Alarm  7.05  p.  m.    Recall  7.10  p.  m. 
Crane  street.    Wooden  building  owned  by  Joseph  Ouimette.  Cans 
hot  pitch.  Insured. 

July  19th— Box  37.  Alarm  10.16  p.  m.  Recall  11.50  p.  m.  : 
Chapin  street.  Wooden  building  owned  by  James  H  Sander 
Cause,  struck  by  lightning.  Insured. 

July  28th— Box  46.  Alarm  9.33  a.  m.  Recall  9.50  a.  m.  14^ 
North  street.  Wooden  building  owned  by  American  Optical  C 
Cause,  cigarette.  Insured. 

August  11th— Box  26.  Alarm  10.44  p.  m.  RecaU  11.55  p.  u 
Proulx  Avenue.  Wooden  building  owned  by  Umbarto  Talakl 
Cause,  incendiary.  Insured. 

September  2nd— Box  38.  Alarm  10.30  p.  m.  66  Elm  stree 
Wooden  building  owned  by  Victor  Gaumond.  Cause,  gas  explosioi 
Insured. 

September  5th — Box  34.  Alarm  5.12  p.  m.  Recall  5.45  p.  n 
Central  street.  Brick  building  owned  by  Ltaverdiere  &  Denatt( 
Cause,  cigarette.  Insured. 

September  5th — Box  28.  Alarm  5.55  p.  m.  Recall  6.15  p.  n 
Marcy  street.  Brick  building  owned  by  Town  of  Southbridge.  Caust 
spontaneous  combustion.    Insured.  ■ 


October  7th— Box  46.    Alarm  12.27  a.  m.    Recall  4.00  a.  m.  21/; 
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Lens  street.  Wooden  building  owned  by  Joseph  Mandeville.  Cause, 
leaking  gasoline.  Insured. 

October  7th — Box  37.  Alarm  11.10  p.  m.  Recall  5.00  a.  m. 
Goddard  Court.  Stable  owned  by  Mrs.  Mary  Webster.  Cause, 
defective  wiring.  Insured. 

December  25th— Box  42.  Alarm  11.25  a.  m.  Recall  12.00  a.  m. 
Golf  street    Wooden  building  owned  by  Lippi  Robinovitz.  Insured. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  WE  THINK  NECESSARY  FOR  THE 

ENSUING  YEAR 

In  submitting  our  report  and  recommendations  for  this  year 
will  state  that  the  selectmen  turned  over  the  supervision  of  hydrants 
to  the  Fire  Department,  realizing  it  is  in  line  with  our  work  to  locate 
and  see  they  are  in  good  condition.  We  recommend  the  placing  of 
five  (5)  new  hydrants  at  the  Golf  or  Fort  Sumpter  District.  We 
feel  obliged  to  again  remind  the  people  not  to  allow  inflamable 
irubbish  to  collect  in  cellars  or  back  yards.  We  recommend  an  ap- 
propriation of  $23669.00.  This  amount  will  take  care  of  new  hy- 
'drants  and  every  other  item  of  expense  in  connection  with  the  Fire 
Department. 

At  this  time  we  thank  the  citizens  of  the  Town  for  the  co-opera- 
tion and  support  and  the  Firemen  for  their  obedience  and  good 
Iwork. 

JOSEPH  E.  DUCHENEAU,  Chief, 
LOUIS  LAMOTHE, 
WILLARD  J.  CLAFLIN, 
GEORGE  W.  LAUGHNANE, 
JOHN  J.  HOGAN,  Clerk. 
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REPORT  OF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  of  Southbridge: 
Gentlemen : 

I  submit  herewith  for  your  approval,  my  report  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  December  31,  1921.  The  organization  of  the  Police 
Department  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows : 


CHIEF 
Ulric  Brault 


Patrolmen 


Andrew  M.  Higgins 
Patrick  Donnelly 
Daniel  Blute 
Rodolphe  Lavigne 


Pierre  Cormier 
Joseph  Paquin 
Alpherie  Duplissis 
George  Fitts 
Joseph  Morin 


Ovila  Martin 
Thomas  Dodd. 


DESK  OFFICER 
Andrews  M.  Higgins 


JANITOR 
Joseph  D.  Proulx 


Ulric  Brault 
Patrick  Donnelly 


CONSTABLES 

Andrew  M.  Higgins 
Thomas  Dodd 
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Duties  performed  by  the  Police  Department  during  the  year 
expiring  December  31,  1921 :  Total  of  arrests  261 ;  arrests  on  war- 
rants 48 ;  without  warrants  213 ;  males  252 ;  females  9 ;  minors  27 ; 
residents  174;  non-residents  87. 

OFFENCES 

Drunkeness  56 ;  violations  of  automobile  laws  44 ;  neglect  of 
family  21 ;  assault  and  battery  19 ;  gaming  17 ;  violations  of  liquor 
laws  15 ;  vagrants  9 ;  bastardy  8 ;  disturbing  the  peace  7 ;  insane  6 ; 
breaking  and  entering  5 ;  keeping  a  disorderly  house  4 ;  procuring 
women  for  immoral  purposes  3 ;  stubborn  3 ;  keeping  a  gaming 
nuisance  3 ;  malicious  mischief  3 ;  held  for  outside  police  3 ;  adultery 
2 ;  escape  from  prison  2 ;  affray  2 ;  deserter  from  military  services 
2 ;  robbery  2 ;  manslaughter  1 ;  trespassing  1 ;  carrying  dangerous 
weapon  1 ;  peddling  without  a  license  1 ;  accosting  1 ;  sold  leased 
property  1 ;  using  profane  language  1 ;  obstructing  the  laws  1 ; 
giving  false  fire  alarm  1 ;  promoting  a  lottery  1 ;  violations  of  food 
laws  1. 

DISPOSITION  OF  CASES 

Fined  86 ;  committed  to  House  of  Correction  15 ;  suspended 
sentences  14 ;  probation  17 ;  held  for  Grand  Jury  4 ;  appealed  12 ; 
file  and  cost  27 ;  released  40 ;  Nol-Pross  5 ;  continued  20 ;  held  for 
outside  police  3 ;  discharged  6 ;  married  1 ;  taken  to  State  Hospital 
8 ;  taken  back  into  military  services  2. 

OCCUPATION 

Farmers  6 ;  house-wife  6 ;  at  school  2 ;  carpenters  4 ;  merchants 
14 ;  mill-hands  7 ;  painters  7 ;  foremen  3 ;  mechanics  10 ;  chauffeurs 
13 ;  inn-keepers  3 ;  bakers  2 ;  barber  1 ;  peddlers  4 ;  clerks  7 ;  doctors 
1 ;  firemen  2 ;  laborers  77 ;  glass-workers  5 ;  salesmen  5 ;  electrician  1 ; 
janitors  2 ;  molder  1 ;  bell-boy  1 ;  cook  1 ;  dentist  1 ;  tailor  1 ;  teamster 
2  ;  wool-sorters  2 ;  manufacturers  2 ;  plumber  1 ;  sailor  1 ;  show -man  1 ; 
manager  1 ;  no  positions  64. 
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Number  of  lights  reported  out  during  the  year  97 ;  reported 
"number  of  doors  found  unlocked  during  the  year  32;  number  of 
accidents  reported  during  the  year  86 ;  value  of  property  reported 
lost  or  stolen  during  the  year  and  recovered  $581.00. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  convey  my  thanks  for  the  assistance  and 
hearty  cooperation  of  your  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  other 
Town  Officials,  and  in  this  I  am  expressing  the  thanks  of  the  Police 
Department  as  a  whole,  as  well  as  my  own.  It  has  been  a  great 
pleasure  to  have  you  keep  in  such  close  touch  with  the  department 
and  its  work  for  the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ULRIC  BRAULT, 

Chief  of  Police, 

Southbridge,  Mass.,  December  31,  1921. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1921. 


Number  of  marriages    175 

Number  of  deaths    176 

Number  of  births    407 

Number  of  dogs  licensed  in  1921. 

Males   366 

Females    59 

Breeders    2 


Respectfully  submitted 

WILLIAM  W.  BUCKLEY, 

Town  Clerk. 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


The  Assessors  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge  submit  the  following 
report  for  the  year  1921. 


Appropriations  voted  Mar.  7.  1921   $335764  22 

Appropriations  voted  June  20.  1920   21400  00 

Appropriations  voted  Aug.  1    15000  00 


Total  town  appropriations  for  1921   $372164  22 

State  Tax    29260  00 

Special  State  Tax    1379  40 

State  Tax  of  $3.00  on  each  Poll  assessed   11676  00 

County  Tax   ,   14696  00 

State  kighway  Tax   170  82 

Auditing  Municipal  Accounts    644  38 

Overlay    2311  68 


Total  appropriation    $432302  50 

Less  Estimated  Revenue   $44000  00 

State  Income  Tax    7160  00 

Educational  Fund    8800  00 

Transfer  from  Excess  and  Deficiency   15000  00 

74960  00 


Total  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxes  for  the  year 

1921   •  ]   $357342  50 

Valuation  real  estate  April  1,  1921  $7287835  00 

Tax  on  real  estate   $218635  05 


88 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


Valuation  on  personal  April  1,  1921  $3974915  00 

Tax  on  personal   $119247  45 

Polls  assessed  at  $5.00,  3892  Polls   $19460  00 

Total  valuation  April  1,  1921  $11262750  00 

Total  taxes  assessed    $357342  50 

Tax  on  Non-Resident  Bank  Stock   1528  95 

Sewer  Apportionments  and  Interest   78  64 

Total  of  Warrant  to  Collector,  Sept.  3,  1921. .  $358950  09 


SUPPLEMENTARY  DECEMBER  20,  1921 


Valuation  personal    $37995  00 

Tax  on  personal   $1139  85 

Valuation  real  estate   :   44660  00 

Tax  on  real  estate    1339  80 

Additional  Polls  assessed,  10  Polls  at  $5.00...  50  00 


Warrant  to  Collector  Dec  20,  1921   $2529  65 

Total  of  Warrants  for  Collector  for  the  year 

1921   ,   $361429  74 

Total  valuation  Dec.  31,  1921   $11345405  00 

Rate  Per  Thousand  '   $30  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 


PHILEAS  F.  X.  CASAVANT, 
WILLIAM  H.  McGILPIN, 
ANTOINE  FARLAND, 

Board  of  Assessors. 


REPORT  OF  HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  the  Town 
of  Soiithbridge  : 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  Highway  Surveyor  for  the 
year  ending-  December  31,  1921. 

It  has  been  my  duty  and  aim  to  put  the  highways  in  a  better 
condition  than  they  have  been  for  many  years,  and  to  that  end  I 
have  put  my  time  and  efforts. 

I  have  endeavored  to  spend  the  monej^  appropriated  for  my  de- 
partment economically.  The  truck  was  used  instead  of  teams  where- 
ever  a  saving  to  the  town  was  possible.  It  was  a  great  advantage 
in  hauling  cinders  from  Sandersdale,  497  loads  were  dra^vn,  averag- 
ing 7  cubic  yards  to  the  load,  making  a  total  of  3,479  cubic  yards  at 
a  cost  of  $1.12  per  cubic  yard.  The  cost  of  hauling  cinders  with 
teams  would  have  been  $2.21  per  cubic  yard. 

The  finances  of  the  department  were  not  in  good  condition.  My 
predecessor  spent  during  the  months  of  January  and  February, 
1921,  $7,216.83.  Of  this  amount  $5,353.30  was  spent  for  highways 
alone,  this  explains  the  reason  for  the  additional  appropriation  of 
$4,000.00  granted  at  the  Town  meeting  of  July. 
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EEPORT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  EXPENDITURES 


Appro- 
priations Expend. 


Cement     and  pavement 

cleaning    $2500.00 

General  cleaning   2500.00 

Sanitary  cleaning    1821.14 

Bridges    700.00 

Highways    19000.00 

SidewaFv  repairs   6000.00 

Maintenance  of  Permanent 

roads    8000.00 

Railings    900.00 

Oiling  streets    2500.00 

Eastford  road    3000.00 

West  street  sidewalk   2000.00 


$2238.86 
2482.05 
1821.14 
449.95 

18999.66 
5402.58 

79.94.78 
890.10 
2019.14 
2995.34 
1975.09 


Bal. 

$261.14 
17.95 

250.05 
.34 
597:42 

5.22 
9.90 
480.86 
4.66 
24.91 


'3.2' 


38' 


$48921.14  $47268.69  $1652.45 


In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  and  the  by-laws 
of  the  town,  I  submit  an  itemized  inventory  of  my  department. 


EDMOND  RICHARD, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


REPORT  OF  TAX  COLLECTOR 


1921  TAXES 

Assessors  Warrant    $361415  20 

Collected  to  December  31,  1921  $322445  95 

Abatement  to  December  31,  1921   1569  80 

$324015  75 

Balance  outstanding  January  1,  1922...  $37399  45 

1920  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1921   $34269  00 

Collected  to  December  31,  1921    $26550  65 

Balance  uncollected  January  1.  1922   $77507  70 

1919  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1920   $5119  42 

Collected  to  December  31,  1921   $4897  45 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1922  ...  $230  93 

1918  TAXES 

Balance  uncollected  January  1,  1921    $75  39 

Collected  to  December  31,  1921   $75  39 


Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  E.  GABREE,  Collector. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 
OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge : 

In  making  our  report  for  1921,  we  feel  that  it  should  be  divided 
into  three  separate  departments,  namely:  Outside  Poor,  Mothers  Aid 
and  Almhouse.  The  Outside  Poor  are  destitute  persons  who  are  being 
aided  by  the  town  outside  of  the  Almshouse,  with  the  exception  of 
^Mothers'  Aid  who  are  mothers  either  widowed,  deserted  or  who  have 
dependent  husbands  with  two  or  more  children  under  the  age  of  14 
years.  The  Commonwealth  reimburses  the  town  for  one-third  of  the 
amount  expended  for  mothers  and  keeps  in  constant  touch  wdth  each 
ease  giving  them  the  benefit  of  the  advice  of  experienced  social  work- 
ers. 

Our  Outside  Poor  department  has  been  the  largest  that  the  town 
has  ever  had  on  account  of  unemployment  caused  by  the  business  de- 
pression. In  the  spring,  the  board  made  arrangements  with  Mr.  M. 
J.  Mahan  of  Charlton  to  pay  for  wood  as  it  was  cut  and  men  who 
were  out  of  work  were  sent  there.  The  total  amount  cut  was  309 
•cords;  of  this  44  cords  were  sold,  about  100  cords  have  been  given  to 
needy  families;  15  cords  were  drawn  to  the  Elm  Street  Fire  Station, 
3  cords  to  Elm  Street  School  and  20  cords  to  the  Town  Hall.  The 
balance,  we  have  ready  for  distribution  as  needed. 

At  the  close  of  the  present  year,  we  can  see  no  improvement  and 
look  for  as  big  a  demand  for  aid  the  coming  year. 
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The  new  Almshouse  on  Chestnut  Street  is  in  fine  condition  and  . 
we  can  see  of  no  repairs  needed  for  years  to  come.    The  public  is 
invited  to  visit  on  the  days  set  aside,  which  are  Tuesdays  and  Satur- 
days from  one  to  five  p.  m. 

The  overseers  wish  to  thank  the  committee  appointed  on  the  new 
Almshouse  proposition  and  the  selectmen  for  their  consideration.  We 
-  wish  also  to  make  special  mention  of  the  co-operation  from  Chief  of 
Police  Breault  and  his  department  and  thank  them  for  their  assistance 
in  investigations.  To  Chief  Duchesneau  of  the  Fire  Department,  a 
vote  of  thanks  is  given  for  his  contribution  of  rubber  boots  for  the 
wood  choppers.  The  board  has  also  been  greatly  assisted  by  Miss 
Houle,  the  Public  Health  Nurse,  who  has  responded  cheerfully  to  our  ; 
numerous  calls  for  investigation  where  a  lady  visitor  was  needed.  i 

The  board  have  appointed  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  N.  Payant  as 
warden  and  matron  at  the  Almshouse  for  1922,  after  nine  years  of ^ 
faithful  service.    Dr.  J.  E.  Donais  has  also  been  re-appointed  as- 
Town  Physician  for  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EUGENT  MATTE,  Chairman 
GEORGE  H.  HARTWELL,  JR.,  Clerk 
NARCISSE  PELOQUIN 


REPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen : 

The  Board  of  Health,  Philias  S.  Caron,  Dr.  Joseph  E.  Donais 
and  Alfred  J.  Peloqnin,  organized  as  follows :  Dr.  J.  E.  Donais, 
Chairman;  Philias  S.  Caron,  Clerk.  Monthly  meetings  have  been 
held  during  the  year. 

Following  are  the  contagious  diseases  reported: 


Anterior  Poliomyelitis    1 

Chicken  Pox    9 

Diptheria    2 

Epedemic  Cerebro-spinal  Menigitis   2 

Oplthalma  Xeonatorium    3 

Supperative  Conjunctivitis    1 

Influenza    1 

Lobar  Pneumonia   24 

Measles    141 

Mumps   2 

Scarlet  Fever    48 

'Pulmonary  Tuberculosis    13 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis    2 

Typhoid  Fever    3 

Whooping  Cough    1 


253 


On  September  15,  Miss  Hazelton,  the  Public  Health  Nurse,  re- 
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signed.   The  Board  eng:aged  Miss  Marguerite  C.  Houle,  who  came  oi 
October  10,  and  we  feel  that  the  town  and  the  public  schools  ii ' 
which  she  works  in  the  forenoons  and  for  the  Board  of  Health  in  th. 
afternoons,  is  being  cared  for  in  a  very  efficient  manner. 

Following  is  tlie  list  of  deaths  during  the  year: 


Disease  of  the  Heart    21 

Disease  of  the  Brain    12 

Cancer    10 

Lobar  Pneumonia    5 

Broncho  Pneumonia    6 

Influenza   1 

Bronchitis    6 

Diabetes    1 

Nep'hritis    3 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms    7 

Cholera  Infantum   4 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis    1 

Cerbro  Spinal  Meningitis   3 

Premature  Birth    5 

Measles   1 

Typhoid  Fever    1 

Suicide   2 

Accidental    4 

111  defined    8 

All  other  diseases   27 

Stillbirths    14 

14 

Males   79  ' 

Females    61 

Unknow^n    2 
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January    21       July    10 

February    11       August    13 

March    14       September    14 

April    13       October    7 

May    8       November    15 

June    8       December    8 

Total    142 

Following:  will  be  found  the  reports  of  the  Agent,  Public 
Health  Nurse,  Milk  Inspector,  Plumhing  Inspector,  Inspector  of 
Slaughtering  and  the  Garbage  Collector. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOSEPH  E.  DONAIS,  M.  D., 
PHILIAS  S.  CARON, 
ALFRED  J.  PELOQUIN, 

Board  of  Health. 


AGENTS  REPORT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health : 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1921. 

Houses  placarded  for  contagious  diseases. ...  38 

Houses  fumigated  after  contagious  diseases..  2 

Infectious  diseases  investigated    4 

Swine  nuisance  investigated    8 

Fowl  nuisance  investigated    8 

Dead  animal  nuisance  investigated    2 

Brook  nuisance  investigated    1 

Cesspool  nuisance  investigated    5 
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Privy  nuisance  investigated    1 

Garbage  nuisance  investigated    31 

Rubbish  nuisance  investigated    11 

Yard  nuisance  investigated    13 

Dump  nuisance  investigated    10 

Tenement  nuisance  investigated   2 

Cellar  nuisance  investigated   2 

Plumbing  inspections    4 

Bakery  inspeetions    12 

Water  in  wells  analyzed  and  ordered  closed.  .  3 
Selling  uncovered  candy  on  street  ordered 

stopped    1 

Sewer  connections  ordered    1 


These  complaints  after  investigation  were  ordered  abated  if 
nuisance  s  were  found. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board  and  the  public  for  their  co-operation  i 
in  this  work. 

Respectfully, 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN, 

Agent  of  Board  of  Health. 


REPORT  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSE 

To  the  Southbridge  Board  of  Health. 
Gentlemen : 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  Nurse  from  January  Isit  to 
September  15th  is  as  follows: 
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The  Tubercular  Dispensary  has  been  attended  Monday  evening 
of  each  week  from  5  to  7  p.  m.  Seventy-five  patients  have  been  ex- 
amined. Six  were  found  tubercular,  10  suspicious  and  59  non-  tu- 
bercular. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  tubercular  visits  have  been 
made.  These  included  follow-up  work  in  the  homes  to  all  tubercular 
cases,  including-  active,  quiescent,  suspicious  and  contacts. 

Fourteen  suspicious  cases  were  accompanied  to  the  Belmont 
Clinic  in  Worcester  for  examinations. 

Health  Crusade  literature  has  been  introduced  in  St.  Mary^s- 
school  from  the  second  grade  to  the  sixth  grade.  A  large  majority 
of  pupils  received  Crusade  pins  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
health  chores.  Much  interest  was  noticed  in  the  care  of  the  teeth, 
and  the  general  cleanliness  of  the  children. 

Forty-four  visits  have  been  made  to  St.  Mary's  school.  These 
included  visits  to  the  homes  for  defects  found  by  the  School  Physi- 
cian at  the  time  of  examination. 


Number  of  visits  on  scarlet  fever  cases. 
Number  of  visits  on  typhoid  fever  cases 
Number  of  follow-up  on  influenza  cases 
Number  of  visits  on  meningitis  cases  . . 


3a 

94 
1 
15 


Number  of  visits  on  opthalmia  neontorium. .  . 


Respectfully  submitted 

STELLA  R.  HAZELTON,  R.  N. 
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To  the  Southbridge  Board  of  Health. 
Gentlemen: 

The  following"  is  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  Nurse  from 
October  10th  to  December  31st,  1921. 

Visits  were  made  to  all  persons  reported  ill  with  infectious  or 
contagious  disease.  Thej  were  advised  and  instructed  to  take  the 
necessary  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  malady. 

Number  of  visits  on  Scarlet  Fever  Casies   70 


Number  of  visits  on  Typhoid  Fever  cases  ....  2 

Number  of  visits  on  Sup.  Conjunctiuitis  cases  1 

Number  of  visits  on  Spinal  Meningitis  cases.  .  1 

Number  of  visits  on  Diptheria  cases   1 


Nearly  all  home  patients  sui¥ering  from  tuberculosis,  in  any 
form,  were  found  living  under  sanitary  conditions,  and  following 
the  proper  treatment.    Visits  were  made  as  frequently  as  possible, 
and  patients  urged  to  attend  the  Tubercular  Dispensary  in  order  to 
,  realize  the  exact  stage  of  the  disease. 


Number  of  Tubercular  visits  on  active  cases.  .  8 
Number  of  Tubercular  visits  on  quiescent 

cases    18 

Number  of  visits  on  suspicious  cases   13 

Number  of  visits  on  contacts   11 

Number  of  patients  examined  at  Tuberculosis 

Dispensary    5 


The  pupils  from  the  first  to  the  ninth  grade  at  St.  Mary's 
School  were  examined  and  advised  concerning  the  care  of  the  hair. 
Printed  instructions  were  given  to  those  who  needed  immediate 
treatment. 
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Number  of  pupils  examined    174 

Number  of  pupils  who  needed  treatment   31 

Number  of  pupils  excluded  for  pediculus   0 

The  nurse  assisted  the  school  physisian  to  examine  the  pupils 
for  symptoms  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Number  of  pupils  examined   179 

Number  of  pupils  excluded  with  symptoms  . .  5 

All  the  class  rooms  at  St.  Mary's  School  were  visited  and  in- 
spected. 

Number  of  class  room  inspections   6 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGUERITE  C.  HOULE,  R.  N. 


INSPECTOR  OF  MILK  REPORT 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health. 

I  hereby  render  my  report  for  the  year  endino:  December  31, 
1921. 


During  the  year  I  have  issued  the  followino;  licenses: 

Licenses  granted  peddlers    62 

Licenses  granted  stores    3 

Permits  granted  to  sell  oleomargarine   10 


As  per  Town  Accountant's  report  I  have  deposited  with  the 
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-Town  Treasurer  the  sum  of  $37.50  received  from  these  licenses  an( 
permits. 

Very  few  complaints  have  been  received  this  year,  sample- 
have  been  taken  from  time  to  time  and  but  only  a  small  number  o 
samples  have  been  found  below  the  standard  set  by  law. 

I  wi^h  to  thank  the  farmers  and  peddlers  for  their  efforts  V 
■deliver  pure  milk  to  the  people  of  the  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  R.  BROWN, 

Inspector  of  Milk 


PLUMBING  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health: 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  Plumbing  Inspector  for  the  yeai 
ending  December  31,  1921. 

During  the  year  I  have  issued  63  permits  to  install  plumbini 
\wo-rk,  they  are  classified  as  follows: 


New 

Old 

Total 

11 

7 

18 

6 

5 

11 

Three-tenement  houses  .  .  . 

5 

1 

6 

0 

2 

2 

1 

9 

10 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 
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0 

1 

1 

0 

12 

12 

24 

39 

63 

These  buildings  had  the  following  fixtures  installed : 

Water  closets 

Baths   

Wash  trays  . 
Refrigerators 

Sinks   

Bowls   

Urinals   

On  this  work  I  have  made  the  following  inspections : 
Water  tests.  .  .46     Other  inspections.  .  .17     Final  inspections.  .  .63 


76 
64 
21 

2 

77 
69 
1 


Following  is  the  number  of  houses  connected  with  sewer  or 
cesspool  during  the  3'ear : 


With  sewer 
With  Cesspo 


New 

Old 

Total 

16 

10 

26 

9 

4 

13 

Respectfully, 

ALBERT  R.  BROWX. 


Inspector  of  Plumbing. 
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REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OP  SLAUGHTERING 

To  the  Board  of  Health. 
Gentlemen : 

I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  my  report  as  inspector  of 
Slaughtering  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1921. 


Whole  number  of  carcasses  inspected   470 

Number  of  carcasses  of  beef  inspected   87 

Number  of  carcasses  of  veal  inspected    105 

Number  of  carcasses  of  ;swine  inspected  272 

Number  of  carcasses  of  sheep  inspected  ,   6 

Whole  number  of  carcasses  condemned   10 

Number  carcasses  of  beef  condemned   6 

Number  of  parts  of  carcasses  of  beef  condemned   0 

Number  of  carcasses  of  veal  condemned   0 

Number  of  carcasses  of  swine  condemned   4 

Number  of  parts  of  carcasses  of  swine  condemned  ....  0 


The  causes  for  eondenming  carcasses  and  parts  of  carcasses  are 
as  follows  : 

Beeves — Ttiberculosis. 
Calves — 

Swine — Tuberculosis — ^Ttimor. 

Condemned  parts  and  carcasses  have  all  been  either  rendered 
or  buried. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  HALPIN,  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF  COLLECTOR  OF  GARBAGE  AND  RUBBISH 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Health : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  your  Collector  of  Garbage  and 
Rubbish  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1921. 

As  I  did  not  take  the  contract  to  do  this  work  until  June  1^ 
1921,  it  will  cover  but  seven  months  of  the  work  of  the  year. 

During  that  time  I  have  gathered  158  loads  of  rubbish  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  my  contract,  which  is  collected  twice  each  month 
beginning  the  first  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  each  month  between 
April  1  and  November  31. 

The  garbage  collection  has  been  done  twice  each  week  during 
the  summer  months  and  once  each  week  during  the  winter  months. 
I  find  that  there  are  now  709  cans  to  be  collected  from  with  more 
being  added  each  month  as  the  work  becomes  more  systematic. 

If  householders  would  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  garbage 
freezes  and  keep  their  pails  protected  from  the  cold,  the  winter  col- 
lection would  be  more  complete,  also  that  covered  water  tight  pail^ 
or  cans  are  called  for  in  the  rules  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Board,  also  the  public  for  their  co-opera- 
tion in  this  work. 

Respectfully, 


LOUIS  DIONNE,  Collector. 
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REPORT  OF 
TRUSTEES  OF  THE  LIBRARY 


The  Library  Committee  voted  to  ask  the  town  for  an  appropria 
lion  of  $6500.00. 

Estimates  for  Library  budget  (for  1922) 


Salaries    $4100  00 

Coal    500  00 

(Was  $674  in  1921,  but  coal  will  last 
into  Feb.) 

Light   ~   220  00 

Periodicals    250  00 

Binding    200  00 

Books    900  00 

Equipment   15  00 

Repairs    20  00 

Supplies   90  00 

Printing   :   70  00 

lExpenses    135  00 


$6500  00 

INCOME  FROM  THE  LIBRARY 
Fines,  etc.,  for  $1921  were   $331  00 


Fines,  etc.  for  1922  will  probably  be  about  the  same,  or  a  bit  more. 


TRUSTEES  OF  JACOB  EDWARDS  LIBRARY 
George  Grant  Francis  L.  Chapin 

Fred  E.  Corbin  John  E.  Paige 


108 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


Louis  0.  Rieiitord 
Henry  Tetrault 
For  the  Town 


E.  B.  Armstrong 


For  the  Fund 


LIBRARIAN 


Ella  E.  Miersch 


ASSISTANTS 


Mabel  W.  Plimpton 


Katherine  Wheeler 


JANITOR 


Ronaldo  di  Bonaventura 


LIBRARY  HOURS 


Week  days,  except  January  1,  Memorial  Day,  Fourth  of  July,. 
Labor  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Christmas :  10  to  12  a.  m. ;  2  to- 
5.30,  6.30  to  9  p.  m. 


In  times  of  business  depression,  people  turn  to  public  libraries 
both  for  pleasure  and  for  study.  Like  other  libraries,  we  have  felt  the 
result  of  this  fact  and  have  circulated  63,494  volumes  during  1921,  an 
increase  of  15  per  cent  over  the  circulation  of  1920.  Since  coming  into 
the  new  building,  the  circulation  has  increased  25  per  cent.  Unfor- 
tunately, increased  use  of  books  means  not  only  increased  demand  for 
new  books  but  also  increased  wear  of  old  books ;  we  should  be  rebind- 
ing  and  replacing  great  numbers  of  books.  This  is  especially  true  of 
the  children 's  books.  Increased  use  also  means  increased  service,  sup- 
plies, even  light.  We  have  been  able  to  do  very  little  of  the  replacing 
and  binding  which  we  should  have  done ;  we  have  bought  245  volumes 
of  new  books,  the  library  now  contains  24,297  volumes. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 
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There  seems  to  be  a  special  interest  in  biography  at  present  and 
books  like  Strachey's  ''Queen  Victoria,"  "The  Mirrors  of  Downing 
Street"  and  ''Mirrors  of  Washington"  are  in  as  great  demand  as 
popular  fiction.  Wells'  "Outline  of  History"  is  in  equal  demand. 
.Adams'  "Founding  of  New  England"  and  Morrison's  "The  Mari- 
time History  of  Mass. ' '  should  be  of  interest  to  everyone  living  in  this 
state.  Histories  of  batteries  and  regiments  in  the  "World  War"  are 
being  compiled  and  presented  to  us.  Through  the  Mass.  Library  Com- 
mission, we  have  received  76  volumes  from  the  "camp  libraries;" 
these  are  largely  books  in  French  or  on  learning  French. 

The  Woman's  Education  Association  of  Boston  has  loaned  us 
another  "Italian  Library"  and  the  Mass.  Library  Commission  has 
loaned  us  a  "Greek  Library."  Both  are  very  much  appreciated  and 
make  us  realize  the  great  need  of  a  permanent  collection  in  both 
languages. 

178  volumes  have  been  rebound  and  40  volumes  or  periodicals 
have  been  bound — we  are  very  much  behind  in  our  binding  of  periodi- 
cals but  that  is  one  of  the  necessary  items  which  we  have  had  to 
curtail. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  gifts  of  periodicals  to  the  reading- 
room;  Mrs.  Dyer  of  Minneapolis  kindly  presented  a  number  of 
"antiques,"  mostly  old  china,  belonging  to  the  Ammidown  family. 

The  newspapers  have  kindly  printed  lists  of  books ;  we  have  had 
the  usual  exhibitions  of  pictures,  it  has  been  an  especially  prosperous 
year,  except  for  the  curtailment  made  necessary  by  "the  high  cost  of 
running  a  library. ' ' 


ELLA  E.  MIERSCH, 

Librarian. 
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ACCESSIONS 

Bound  volumes  in  Library  Jan.  1,  1921   24,093 

Added  by  purchase   245 

Added  by  gifts    67 

Added  by  binding  periodicals   40 


24,445 

Replaced  books  (35  gifts)   63 

Wornout  books    211  148 


Bound  volumes  in  Library  January  1,  1922   24,297 

NEW  REGISTRATION 

Names  registered  January  1,  1921   2782 

Names  registered  during  1921    825 


Now  registered    3607 

CIRCULATION 

Days  Library  was  open   306 

Volumes  circulated    63,494 

Average  daily  use    207 

Smallest  daily  use,  November  28   74 

Largest  daily  use,  January  15   409 

Smallest  monthly  use,  September   4,177 

Largest  monthly  use,  March   6,681 

Amount  received  from  fines   $331  3& 
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GIFTS 

Volumes 


W.  A.  Archer   1 

E.  S.  Balch    1 

Belgian  Ambassador  to  the  U.  S   1 

P.  P.  Caproni  &  Bros   1 

Miss  Cole    1 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Edwards   4 

General  Electric  Co   1 

Girl  Scouts,  Inc   1 

Felt  &  Tarrant  Mfg.  Co   1 

Dr.  A.  H.  Bravel   1 

Macbeth-Evans  Glass  Co   1 

Mass.  Dept.  of  Education,  Division  of  Public  Libraries   76 

Natalie  McLean    9 

F.  A.  Munsey    1 

Wm.  Robinson    1 

J.  C.  Wells    1 

Worcester  Bank  and  Trust  Co   1 


"Open  Road,"  anonymous;  "Independent  Woman,"  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Rockefeller,  Jr.;  "Telephone  Topics,"  Mr.  Newman;  "Hamiltonian, " 
H.  W.  Co.;  " Wellsworth/'  "WelLsworth  Life"  and  "American  Jour- 
nal of  Pliysiological  Optics,"  A.  0.  Co. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Receipts : 

Tow^n  appropriation    $6000  00 

Expenditures 

Salaries   $4046  28 

Light   220  97 


114 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


Coal    742  66 

Books    462  72 

Binding    194  25 

Equipment    13  98 

Repairs    19  10 

Supplies    91  65 

Printing    70  00 

Expenses    135  87 

Periodicals    2  00 


$5999  -18 


$  52 

MYNOTT  FUND 

Amount  of  fund  January  1,  1921   $1001  60 

Interest    $45  00 

Expenditures : 

Books    44  62 


38 


Amount  of  fund  December  31,  1921 


$1001  m 


REPORT  OF 
SEWER  COMMISSIONERS 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Sonthbridge : 

The  Board  of  S(^wer  Commissioners  herewith  submit  this  report 
for  the  year  ending  Dee.  31,  1921. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  and  recommendations  of  the  voters, 
the  Sewer  Commissioners  have  let  out  by  contract  to  Noe  Carpentier, 
the  lowest  bidder,  a  stretch  of  sew^er  on  Morris  Street,  total  length 
450  feet,  for  the  sum  of  $1995.92,  same  has  been  accepted  bj  the 
Sewer  Commissioners  and  paid  for  by  the  Town  of  Southbridge, 
Assessment  on  same  has  been  levied. 

During  the  year  1921,  the  Sewer  Commissioners  have  raised  18 
man-holes  from  6"  to  21/2'-  We  anticipate  raising  25  to  30  more  this 
coming  summer  and  fall. 

The  work  at  the  filter  beds  has  been  satisfactory  and  met  with 
approval  of  the  State  Inspector. 

The  Sewer  Commissioners  recommend  for  sewer  maintenance  for 
the  coming  year  the  sum  of  $3000.00. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BOARD  OF  SEWER  COMMISSIONERS. 

JOSEPH  H.  ALLARD, 

Secretary. 


REPORT  OF 
THE  CEMETERY  COMMITTEE 


To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge :  " 

The  Cemetery  Committee  organized  for  the  year  of  1921  with 
George  H.  Hartwell,  Jr.,  as  chairman  and  S.  W.  Williams  as  clerk. 

Our  chief  aim  during  the  year  of  1921  has  been  to  keep  the  Per- 
petual Care  Lots  in  the  best  possible  condition.  We  have,  however, 
graded  graves  in  all  parts  of  the  Cemeterj^  and  have  given  the  non- 
care  lots  as  much  attention  as  possible,  especially  in  what  is  known 
as  the  old  part  of  the  Cemetery. 

These  lots  were  purchased  long  before  the  Perpetual  Care  fund 
was  instituted,  and  the  committee  feel  that  they  should  be  given  all 
possible  attention. 

We  extended  the  water  system  so  as  to  take  care  of  the  new 
sections  which  have  recently  been  laid  out  into  lots.  This  section  has 
been  held  for  people  desiring  Perpetual  Care  with  their  lots.  We  felt 
it  was  due  these  owners  to  have  this  accommodation.  This  work  en- 
tailed the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money  both  for  materials 
and  labor,  but  we  feel  it  was  money  well  spent. 

The  cost  of  keeping  the  roads  in  good  condition  is  steadily  in- 
creasing with  the  increased  use  of  Automobiles.  Our  roads  have  no 
foundation.  We  are  therefore  compelled  to  work  on  them  continually 
to  keep  them  in  proper  condition. 
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We  have  always  considered  ourselves  fortunate  in  having  the 
beautiful  trees  that  are  located  in  the  Cemetery. 

During  the  last  ice  storm  a  number  of  the  largest  trees  were  badly 
broken.  The  yard  foreman  did  all  the  work  that  was  possible  for  him 
to  do  last  fall,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  spend  a  considerable  amount 
of  time  on  the  trees  in  the  spring  to  put  them  back  in  first  class  con- 
dition. It  will  also  be  necessary  to  remove  a  few  of  the  older  trees, 
as  they  are  unsafe  and  are  liable  to  fall  anytime,  breaking  the  monu- 
ments that  are  under  them. 

We  wish  at  this  time  to  thank  the  Citizens  and  Town  Officials  for 
their  interest  and  co-operation  during  .the  past  year. 

Respectfully  submittted, 

GEORGE  H.  HARTWELL,  JR.,  Chairman, 

ALVA  L.  HYDE, 

DANIEL  T.  MORRILL, 

WARDWELL  M.  EDWARDS, 

EMERY  A.  LAVALLEE, 

SEAVER  M.  RICE. 


REPORT  OF 
THE  PLAYGROUND  COMMITTEE 


Dear  Sir: 

The  report  of  the  playground  activities  for  the  season  of  1921  is 
as  follows : 

Opening  and  Attendance : — 

The  six  playgrounds.  Central,  Elm,  River,  School,  Union  and 
Sandersdale,  opened  July  11,  with  an  attendance  of  1100  children. 
The  daily  average  attendance  was  950  children. 

Play  Periods: — 

As  in  previous  years  the  sessions  were  divided  into  play  and  work 
periods. 

Active  games  and  folk  dances  suitable  for  children  of  the  various 
groups  were  taught. 

Athletics: — 

Athletics  played  an  important  part  in  the  recreation  for  boys, 
who  were  intensely  interested  in  the  team  games,  races  and  track 
events.  Two  base  ball  leagues  were  formed  known  as  junior  and 
Senior.    In  the  Senior  League  Central  Street  was  declared  winner. 


HECTOR  L.  PELOQUIN,  D.D.  S., 
Chairman  of  Playground .  Committee 
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In  Junior  League,  River  Street  was  winner.  The  Senior  League  num- 
bered 34  boys,  the  Junior  64. 

Swimming : — 

The  classes  in  swimming  were  conducted  Monday  and  Tuesday 
mornings  at  Sandy  Beach,  ''Big  Pond."  The  class  period  of  one  hour 
each  day  from  10  a.  m.  to  11  a.  m. 

At  the  close  of  the  season  the  pupils,  45  boys  and  22  girls,  par- 
ticipated in  a  water  carnival. 

Prizes  were  awarded  best  swimmers. 

Industrial  Work: — 

During  the  industrial  period  of  one  hour  each  session,  the  chil- 
dren were  taught  useful  arts  and  given  an  opportunity  to  learn  chair 
caning,  basketry,  raffia,  cord,  and  wool  work. .  .  The  electric  table 
lamps  made  in  the  Senior  division  were  very  useful  and  artistic;  924 
articles  were  completed  in  the  industrial  course. 

Health  Classes: — 

The  Home  Economics  Department  of  the  Southbridge  Woman's 
Club  continued  the  Mother  Craft  classes  this  season,  it  being  the  third 
season  for  the  classes  under  the  supervision  of  the  Club.  Lessons  in 
general  health,  care  of  food,  and  mother  craft  were  given.  The  course 
of  lectures  closed  with  a  health  play. 

The  supervisor  wishes  to  publicly  acknowledge  the  helpfulness  of 
the  playground  committee,  and  especially  its  chairman,  the  loyalty 
and  faithful  work  of  the  instructors,  the  courtesy  of  the  Hamilton 
Woolen  Co.  in  the  use  of  Sandy  Beach,  and  assistance  given  by  many 
interested  citizens. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARGARET  G.  BUTLER. 


REPORT  OF  SEALER 
OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Citizens  of  Southbridge : 

I  respectfully  submit  my  report  from  November  30,  1920  to 
November  30,  1921. 

Adjusted  Platform  Scales  Over  5000  pounds   4 

Sealed  Platform  Scales  over  5000  pounds   9 

Condemned  Platform  Scales  over  5000  pounds   3 

Adjusted  Platform  Scales  under  5000  pounds   3 

Sealed  Platform  Scades  under  5000  pounds   127 

Non-sealed   4 

Condemned  Platform  Scales  under  5000  pounds   5 

Sealed  Slot  Weighing  Scales   7 

All  other  Scales  adjusted    3 

All  other  Scales  Sealed    291 

All  other  Scales  Condemned   16 

Number  of  Weights  Sealed   1170 

Number  of  Weights  Condemned   12 

Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Sealed   76 

Number  of  Liquid  Measures  Condemned    7 

Number  of  Linear  Measures  Sealed   45 

Number  of  Linear  Measures  Condemned   2 

Oil  and  Molasses  Pumps  Sealed    37 

Oil  and  Molasses  Pumps  Condemned   9' 

Total  Adjusted    20 

Total  Sealed    1910 
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Total  Condemned   

Certificates  Issued  in  the  Office  and  Outside 

Inspection  of  Stores   

Inspection  of  Hawkers  and  Peddlers   

Inspection  of  Peddlers'  Licenses   

Inspection  of  Milk  Wagons  

Inspection  of  Ice  Wagons   

Marking  of  Food  Packages   


97 
234 
71 
24 
25 
19 
42 
466 


During  the  year  man}'  inspections  were  made  at  different  times 
of  which  no  record  was  kept.  The  scales  of  hawkers,  peddlers,  coal 
dealers,  ice  dealers  and  those  in  markets,  grocery  stores,  ets.,  were 
inspected  to  insure  against  carelessness  and  fraud. 

More  incorrect  scales  have  been  seized  and  condemned  during  the 
past  year,  and  are  held  at  the  Sealer's  ott'ice. 

The  large  platform  scale  owned  by  the  Town,  that  was  located 
on  High  Street,  has  been  removed  and  placed  in  front  of  the  Town 
Barn  on  Goddard  Street,  where  it  can  be  reached  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  public. 

The  inventory  of  the  Sealer's  Department  taken  on  December 
30th,  by  former  sealers  D.  T.  Morrill,  Fred  Adams  and  Eugene  C. 
Oabree,  has  given  the  amount  of  $446.50. 

Fees  collected  during  the  year  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer,  $148.96. 


FELIX  GATINEAU, 


Sealer. 


REPORT  OF 
SINKING  FUND  COMMISSIONERS 


Balance 

Interest 

Book  Xo.  Depositor}^ 

Dec.  31  1921  1921 

16257 

Amiherst  Savings  Bank   

$1135  95 

$54  72 

34032 

Clinton  Savings  Bank  

1199  94 

52  20 

44901 

958  09 

41  69 

51856 

1028  79 

49  56 

4443 

Leicester  Savings  Bank   

996  39 

43  36 

39639 

Natick  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank.  .  .  . 

829  58 

36  08 

29970 

Salem  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank.... 

1159  03 

50  42 

390502 

1177  95 

51  26 

21209 

3566  63 

155  23 

4459 

Southbridge  National  Bank   

321  80 

1  80 

914 

South'bridge  People's  National  Bank 

3676  58 

171  94 

42082 

984  3'9 

42  81 

21381 

Webster  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank . . 

1228  03 

53  44 

130170 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 

1024  20 

44  55 

73989 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank 

945  91 

41  15 

50139 

Worcester  People's  Savings  Bank.. 

1247  90 

54  29 

16000  00 

640  00 

$37481  16 

$1584  50 

Total  Sinking  Fund  December  31,  1920   

$35896  66 

1584  50 

Total  Sinking  Fund  December  31,  1921.  . 

$37481  16 

F.  E.  CHICOINE, 
ALFRED  DUMAS, 
CONRAD  E.  MAYNARD, 

Sinking  Commissioners. 


RECOMMENDATIONS  FOR  1922 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Moderator    $50.00 

Selectmen    2000.00 

Accountant    1650.00 

Treasurer    1650.00 

Tax  Collector    2100.00 

Assessors    4000.00 

Police  Department  ....$25,000.00 

Fire  Department    23,669.00 

Tree  Warden    100.00 

Moth  Extermination  ,  .  100.00 


Law    $600.00 

Town  Clerk   1200.00 

Election    and  Registra- 
tion  3000.00 

Town  Hall   3300.00 


Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Measures    $1000.00 

Forest  Fires    500.00 


PROTECTION  TO  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health   $9000.00        Sanitary  Cleaning  

Sewer  Maintenance....     2700.00        Pavement  Cleaning.... 
■General  Cleaning  

HIGHWAYS 

Street   Lights  $14,000.00 

Maintenance  of  Perma- 
nent Roads  

Street  Oiling  


Highways   

Sidewalk   Repairs    .  .  .  . 

Railings   

Bridges   


CHARITIES  AND  SOLDIERS'  BENEFITS 


Outside  Poor 
Almshouse  . 
Mothers'  Aid 


$15,000.00 
6,000.00 
10,000.00 


Military  Aid.  .  .  . 
Soldiers'  Relief. 
Soldiers'  Burials 


$500.00 
3000.00 
100.00 
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EDUCATION 

Schools  $117,300.00        Public  Library   $6500.00 

RECREATION 


CELEBRATION 

$250.00 

UNCLASSIFIED 


Playgrounds    and  Bath 

Houses    $3000.00 


Band  Concerts 


Damage  to  Persons  and 


Property    $500.00 

Insurance    2000.00 

Memorial  Day   450.00 

Searching  Parties   100.00 

Care  of  Town  Clock...  50.00 

Ambulance    450.00 


Annual  Reports 

Water  and  Ice  Supplies 

Cemetery  Improvements  $1,700.00 

Interest    17,000.00 

Maturing  Dept   25,110.00 


VALMORE  TETREAULT, 

Town  Accountant. 


REPORT  OF  PLANNING  BOARD 


The  Southbridge  Planningr  Board  met  at  intervals  during  the 
year,  discirssing  matters  relative  to  the  duties  of  such  a  board  with 
the  end  in  view  of  orivino*  effect  to  any  plans  that  might  recommend 
themselves  as  beneficial  to  the  community.  The  chairman  appointed 
committees  to  make  a  study  of  the  purposes  and  duties  of  planning 
boards  in  general,  with  particular  reference  to  their  application  to 
Southbridge.    The  reports  of  the  committee  proved  interesting. 

As  the  law  does  not  define  in  any  precise  way  what  the  functions 
of  planning  boards  are,  other  than  to  suggest  in  a  very  general  way 
things  that  might  be  undertaken,  and  as  no  power  resides  in  such 
boards  to  put  into  effect  plans  that  might  result  in  public  good,  we 
felt  that  the  possibilities  of  the  board  were  much  restricted. 

It  was  found  that  in  nearly  every  case  Avhere  the  board  might 
be  of  use,  other  departments  of  the  town  government  had  matters 
under  their  jurisdiction,  and  as  any  action  of  the  planning  board 
would  be  but  an  overlapping  of  effort,  with  the  possibility  of  con- 
fusion and  even  of  friction  with  other  departments,  it  was  thought 
best  not  to  interfere. 

Among  the  duties  enumerated  in  a  vague  way  of  planning  boards 
is  that  of  having  cleanup  weeks,  and  the  like.  This  matter  has  been 
well  attended  to  for  many  years  by  the  board  of  health,  and  it  was 
felt  that  it  would  be  worse  than  superfluous  for  the  planning  board 
to  do  anything  along  that  line.  It  was  also  felt  that  the  board  ought 
not  to  obtrude  its  services  upon  the  police  department  in  the  matter 
of  traffic,  or  upon  the  fire  department  in  the  matter  of  conditions  in 
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and  about  public  buildings  and  dwellings.  It  was  found  that  action 
urged  by  planning  board  bulletins  and  pamphlets  was  being  taken  by 
various  town  boards,  the  result  being  that  about  all  that  was  left  for 
a  planning  board  was  largely  as  an  advisory  body.  In  most  of  the 
instances  the  boards  now  handling  such  matters,  because  of  their  per- 
manenc}^  and  experience  are  better  able  to  meet  the  requirements 
than  a  planning  board,  particularly  when  boards  have  power  vested 
in  them  by  law  which  enables  them  to  issue  mandatory  orders  and 
notices. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  board  that  a  planning  board 
fills  a  place  in  the  community,  and  may  be  of  much  assistance  in  civic 
welfare  advancement.  It  is  also  felt  that  care  should  be  exercised  in 
the  election  of  members  to  the  board  because  of  its  potential  moral 
power  in  the  community. 

When  the  law  enabling  or  directing  cities  and  towns  to  establish 
planning  boards  was  enacted  in  1913,  it  was  accepted  by  Southbridge, 
and  in  town  meeting  it  was  voted  that  the  membership  should  consist 
of  five  persons.  It  is  here  recommended  that  in  the  future  this  num- 
ber be  adhered  to.  thereby  complying  with  the  vote  of  the  town. 

E.  BENJ.  ARMSTRONG,  Chairman, 
L.  0.  RIEUTORD, 
HERBERT  E.  WELLS, 
JOS.  E.  O'SHAUGHNESSY, 
GEORGE  GRANT, 
M.  B.  CLEMENCE, 
FELIX  GATINEAU,  - 
JOHN  E.  PAIGE, 

Southbridge  Planning  Board. 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester,  ss. 

To  either  of  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge,  in  the 
County  of  Worcester, 

GREETING: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you  are 
hereby  requested  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Southbridge, 
aforesaid,  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs  to  meet  in  the  Tomi  Hall 
in  said  Southbridge,  on  Monday  the  sixth  (6)  day  of  March  1922  at 
5.45  0  'clock  in  the  forenoon  to  act  on  the  following  articles : 

Article  1.    To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  over  said  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  choose  by  ballot  all  necessary  town  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year:  viz: — 

Clerk;  Treasurer;  three  Selectmen;  one  Overseer  of  the  Poor 
for  three  years:  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  three  years; 
one  Assessor  for  three  years;  Collector  of  Taxes;  two  members  of 
the  School  Committee  for  three  years ;  one  Park  Commissioner  for 
three  years ;  one  Sinking  Fund  Commissioner  for  three  years ;  one 
Sewer  Commissioner  for"  three  years ;  two  Cemetery  Commissioners 
for  three  years ;  Tree  Warden ;  Highway  Surveyor ;  three  Constables ; 
and  all  others  provided  for  by  law. 


Article  3.    To  vote  by  ballot  "YES"  or  "NO**  in  answer  to  the 
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question,  "Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  certain  non-intox- 
icating beverages  in  this  town?" 

Article  4.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  Town  Accountant,  Treas- 
urer, Clerk,  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Library  Committee,  etc., 
and  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  5.  To  raise  and  appropriate  such  sums  of  money  as  may 
be  necessary  to  pay  town  debts  and  charges  for  the  current  financial 
year. 

Article  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Treasurer 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation 
of  the  revenue  of  the  current  financial  year,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  cause  an  audit  to  be  made  of  the  town's  accounts  for  1922,  or 
act  anything  thereon. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  the  Enginemen,  or 
act  anything  thereon. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  give  the  Collector  of 
Taxes  the  same  power  to  collect  taxes  that  the  Town  Treasurer  has 
when  appointed  Collector  of  Taxes,  or  act  thereon. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  all  taxes  due 
and  payable  October  1,  1922,  and  if  not  paid  on  or  before  October  15, 
1922  to  have  interest  charged  at  the  rate  of  6  per  cent  per  annum  from 
October  1,  1922,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  compensation 
of  town  officers,  laborers  and  teams,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  12.    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the  Special 
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School  Building  Committee  appointed  under  Article  27  of  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  held  March  7,  1921,  to  construct  the  addition  to  the 
present  High  School  Building,  to  accommodate  Vocational  School, 
Continuation  School  and  other  classes,  raise  and  appropriate  money 
therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  13.    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pay  Messrs.  Appleton 

&  Stearns,  Architects,  the  balance  due  them  for  the  plans  of  the  pro- 
posed School  Building  at  the  corner  of  Main  Street  and  Pine  Street, 
Southbridge,  Mass.,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  any- 
thing thereon. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct  a  sewer  in 
Highland  Street,  beginning  at  South  Street,  for  about  200  feet,  raise 
and  appropriate  moiiey  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct  a  sewer  in 
Marcy,  Hartwell  and  Spring  Streets  and  over  private  lands  to  con- 
nect with  the  sewer  in  Eastford  Road,  according  to  the  original  plans 
as  accepted  for  sewer  disposal,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor 
or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct  a  cement 
concrete  sidewalk  on  the  easterly  side  of  Pine  Street,  from  the  corner 
of  Main  Street  to  the  corner  of  Edwards  Street,  said  walk  to  be  five 
(5)  feet  wide,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything 
thereon. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  repair  or  pave  Everett 
Street,  from  Main  Street  Southerly  to  the  junction  of  Everett  and 
Elm  Street,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything 
thereon. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct  a  Catch 
Basin  on  the  easterly  side  of  Everett  Street,  Southbridge,  Massachu- 
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setts,  near  the  property  of  Clement  Donais,  Jr.,  raise  and  appropriate 
money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  construct  a  culvert 
on  Chestnut  Street,  near  the  entrance  of  Overland  Street,  and  also 
the  lowering  of  Overland  Street,  about  two  feet  from  Chestnut  Street 
to  Morris  Street,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  any- 
thing thereon. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  -pay  the  outstanding 
bills  of  1921,  as  follows:  Playgrounds,  $199.21;  Sanitary  Cleaning, 
$16.50;  Maintenance  Permanent  Roads,  $387.57;  Highways  $73.27, 
raise  and  appropriate  mone}'-  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  21.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  ap- 
pointed under  Article  29,  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  held  March 
7.  1921,  in  reference  to  securing  new  quarters  for  the  Police  Depart- 
ment .raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  three  electric 
lights  on  Glover  Street,  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or  act 
anything  thereon. 

Article  23.    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  five  electric  • 
lights  on  Pleasant  Street,  between  the  residence  of  Michael  J.  Comer- 
ford  and  that  of  Alfred  McKinstry,  raise  and  appropriate  money  J 
therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate 
the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  to  put  in  a  retaining  wall  and  raise 
the  road  for  that  portion  of  Plimpton  Street,  adjoining  the  Edwards 
Ice  Pond,  or  act  anything  thereon. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  ''Fiske  Street 
Extension"  so  that  the  street  will  extend  to  the  last  house  on  said 
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"Fiske  Street  Extension,"  raise  and  appropriate  money  therefor  or 
act  anything  thereon. 

Article  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  "Wall  Street," 
from  Pleasant  Street  to  Pronlx  Avenue,  raise  and  appropriate  money 
therefor  or  act  anything  thereon. 

And  yon  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  publishing  an 
attested  copy  thereof  twice  in  the  Southbridge  Press  and  Herald,  the 
first  publication  being  not  less  than  nine  days  next  preceding  the  day 
of  the  meeting, — or  by  posting  up  such  attested  copies  in  four  con- 
spicuous places  within  the  Town,  at  least  nine  days,  including  Sun- 
days,— before  the  day  of  holding  said  meeting.  The  polls  will  be 
open  at  5.45  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  close  at  four  (4)  o'clock  P.  M. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant  with  your 
doings  thereon  to  the  Town  Clerk  at  the  time  and  place  hereinbefore 
named. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  20th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1922. 

RAYMOND  A.  RICE, 
ALEXANDRE  L.  DESAULNIERS, 
WILFRED  J.  LAMOUREUX, 


Selectmen  of  Southbridge. 
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